9P

(USUAL PRICE 20p) Y

APRIL 19, 1982

The National
Hang Gliding
Magazine




=t
o

Diane Hanlon receives the President's award for the best article in Wings! on
behalf of Mick Pollard, Also pictured, from left Barry Blore, John levers,

president Ann Welch and in foreground, Chris Corston.
picture Noel Whittall

NOTICE

With Chris Corston leaving the association after
seven years' valuable service, it has been decided,
in the interests of greater efficiency, through central-
isation to use this opportunity to restructure and
reargarise our complete administrative operation. This
will involve moving the office from Taunton to the
Oxford area, selecting and training new staff and a
certain amount of reallocation and change of duties
of the Principal Executive Officer and, possibly, the
Training Officer.

Unfortunately, neither Janet Hayes nor Joyce
Williams, our current staff. is able to move with
the office. However, true to their nature as loyal
hard working supporters of the BHGA, they have
accepted rthe situation and generously offered to stay
in post and assist the association’'s move at this
critical time.

Our first priority is fo employ a proficient OFFICE
MANAGER/ESS to control our new office. The
person selected must be resident in the Oxford/
Abingdon area or willing to move there. The post
is advertised as follows:-

British Hang Gliding Association
OFFICE MANAGER/ESS

and Personal Assistant to the
Principal Executive Officer.

The successful applicant will be
responsible for the day to day management
of our Head Office in the OXON area.
Although not essential, it is envisaged that
a knowledge of aerodynamics/aviation and
experience in the following skills will be of
benefit:

a. Book keeping

b. Typing

c. Shorthand

d. Supervisory duties

e. Filing and general office duties
f. Driving licence

Four weeks holiday per year.
to £6,000,
experience.

If you feel that you can meet the demands
of a varied and interesting job that gives
scope for initiative then apply with C.V. to:

Mr. B. Blore

British Hang Gliding Association,

40 Castle Street,

Steventon,
OXON 0OX13 65R.

Closing date for applications, May 10, 1982

_ Salary £5,000
in accordance with age and

_

Static display at Lilleshall

Closer links with

picture David Bedding

BVIAA urged

CLOSER links with the British Micro-
light Aircraft Association will offer
the best safeguard to the interests
of powered hang glider pilots.

This was decided by BHGA members at the
annual meeting at Lilleshall.

Members agreed a
proposal by Jim Taggart
to instruct council to co-
operate with the EMAA
on matters of interest
“in particular, to
represent powered hang
gliding insofar as it
promotes hang gliding
as a whole"'.

The wvote followed
lengthy debate on the
place of power in the
BHGA at the annual
conference the previous
day.

Difficult

A sugpgestion that the
BHGA should “'go-it-
alone'' in negotatiations
with the Civil Aviation
Authority failed to win
support and the feeling
of the meeting was
summed up by president
Ann Welch, who said:

All AGM reports
by Stan Abbott

“"We have to go
through these
negotiations with the

CAA and get the best
possible deal for aircraft
within the microlight
definitions.""

Negotiations with the
CAA were “'very
difficult'” and already
the planned total
exemption from licensing
requirements for
aircraft under 70 kgs
had been lost.

“We have got to try
and get it back in again,"”
she said.

Among those arguing
there was no real place
for power within the
BHGA was Bob Mackay
who said he felt like the
mountaineer who had

no real affinity with the
passenger in the cable
car up the mountain.
But John Ievers said
the association had to
“move with the times''.

Top pilots like Bob
Calvert, Graham
Hobson and Graham
Slater, who were

making big efforts in the
powered field, reflected
a trend in the member-
ship as a whole and he
suggested the association
was losing members to
microlight flying
because it was not
catering for their needs.

“If we embrace power
we can attract back
those members and we
can bring in members
who are pgoing into
powered flying, not
necessarily through the
free-flying option.”

The BHGA needed
finance, he said, and
sponsorship was one
possibility. But so long
as hang gliding was
confined to '‘distant and
windy hills'" it was not
an attractive
sponsorship vehicle.

See letter on page 11.

This Wings!

... 15 being sold through newsagents
and by the BHGA on the
Wight during the Foster's British Open
at a special price of 75p.

If this is the first time you have
seen the magazine, we hope you like
it and perhaps decide to find out
more about hang gliding by contacting
our Taunton h&adquarters or by taking
out a subscription. The address is on

this page.

To BHGA members: the cheap cover
price of this special issue has been
achieved through economies of scale
and increased advertising generated

by this promotion.

Isle of

Abbott,

2863,

Next Wings!

... will be another special colour issue
with full coverage of the Foster's
Draught Open and in-depth previews
of the American Cup which takes
place in the Yorkshire Dales in June.

To meet the crucial production dead-
lines involved, the Editor will be based
on the Isle of Wight throughout the
Open and any VERY URGENT items
only should be addressed to Stan
clo BHGA, Channel
Hotel. Hope Road, Shanklin, loW. Tel.
(emergencies only pleasel Shanklin

View




Make it easier to
enter hang gliding

BHGA chairman Roy Hill called for a better
rapport between schuuls and club members

to help newcomers to
hang gliding.

That way, they could pro-
gress “naturally in a
friendly way"' into clubs, he
told members in his
opening remarks to the ass-
ociation's annual meeting at
Lilleshall.

His comment followed
revelations that BHGA
membership had fallen 500
from a peak of 4,000 over
the last year.

“You can argue about
that until the cows come
home,"" said Roy.

“All 1 can say is that
other aviation sports are
falling quicker than us. It
would be incredibly naive

The cover montage on
this souvenir issue shows
Keith Cockroft on the
Foster’s Draught Typhoon,
with Alum y. Isle of
Wight, in the background.

for us to think we could
continue to expand when
there is an enormous
recession in the field of
aviation, except microlights.

“But we have for our
very survival to make sure
that we don't go down any
further. If we don't get
these members in, you will
realise immediately what
the consequences are — no
manufacturing industry, no

Test rig

BHGA members are not
backing the association’s
airworthiness scheme, said
Principal Executive Officer

'Y o 14

Typhoon ‘S
Wings! wishes to point out
that an advert in the March
issue for the Solar Wings
Typhoon "“S" glider wrongly
carried a ““No Certificate of
Airworthiness'” label. This

was an administrative error
and we apologise for any

in action?

Barry Blore at the annual
conference.

Members should insist on
an airworthiness certificate
when buying new gliders,
he said.

He expressed disappoint-
ment at the progress made
in the airworthiness
programme over the past
year but said it was hoped
the BHGA test rig at Cran-
field would be back in
commission by April 1.

There was a lack of
people to help organise and

development in hang
gliders, no new gliders, no
training, no schools to
bring new people into the

sport.””

The sport needed to
project a better public
image, he said. For many
people, their lasting

memory of hang gliding

was TV footage of a
powered hang glider
turning upside down at

Mere.

“You have got to be ex-
tremely tenacious to get
into hang gliding,”” said
RHoy. “I am arguing for a
much better rapport
between those who (train
and the members on the
hill.""

Council’s
new faces

Four new members of
BHGA Council were elected
unopposed at the AGM to
replace Bob Mackay, Clive
Smith, Colin Lark and Ted
Frater who were standing
down.

They are James
McMenemy and Jim
Taggart from the Army

Hang Gliding Group, Dun-
stable Hang Gliding Club
chairman Terry Prendergast
and Mike Watson, of
Mercian Club, Their phone

misunderstanding created.
The Typhoon “S” is, in fact,
BHGA approved.

control

available.

the
despite funds and facilities
* Mora AGM reports on pages 4, 5 and 15,

numbers appear at the foot

rogramime
k] of the page.

WINGS! is typeset by Leeds Alternative Pub-
lications Ltd., and printed by Arthur Wigley
and Sons Ltd., Leeds [ 56 2RT.

Additional artwork by Harry Hammill.,

The magazine is published by the British
Hang Gliding Association, 1674 Cheddon
Road, Taunton, Somerset, TAZ 7AH (0823
B88140).

Commercial Editor — Sylvia Howard, 4 Somer-
wood, Rodington, nr. Shrewsbury, Shropshire
(Upton Magna (074 377) 365).

You can get Wings! every month by joining
the BHGA or on subscription of £12 a vyear,
For overseas subscriptions, send Sterling Inter-
national Money Orders — £12 surface mail or
£24 awrmail — for your annual subscription.
Membership details will be sent on request.
Address ALL QUERIES to the Taunton Office.

The wviews expressed in Wings! are not nec-
essarnly those of the association, its council,
officers or the editor.

All contributions to the magazine are welcome.
Articles should be typewritten (double-spaced),
one side of the paper only where possible.
If not typewritten, they should be CLEARLY
written, with plenty of space between the lines.

Photographs should bear full captions and any
material to be returned should be accompanied
by a stamped addressed envelope. Any other
material will be kept and filed for further use.

The Editor reserves the right to edit contrib-
utions.

if your Wings! does not arrive, or if you
change your address, please contact the member-
ship secretary at the Taunton headquarters.
Please give FIVE WEEKS notice of change of
address and in all correspondence quote your
full name, address and MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
{where applicable).

The BHGA Council

President, Ann Welch OBE; Chairman, Roy Hill
(Longworth (0865) B21129; Treasurer, Percy Moss
(0926-59924).

Members: David Bedding, (0844-7186):
Edwards (029671-2086): Diane Hanlon (051-652-
5918); John levers (049-525-4521): Mike Watson
(0B95-833176); Terry Prendergast (029673-8033):
Jim Taggart (0874-4046); James McMenemy (08804
6174).

Officers and staff: Principal Executive Officer:

Howard

Barry Blore (0235-834033); Secretary; Chris
Corston (0823-88140); Training Officer, Bob
Harmson (0706-53755); Medical Adviser, Dr.
Dunstan Hadley; BHGA Solicitor, Anthony

McLaren, Membership Secretary, Janet Hayes:
Record and FAl Award Claims, Rick Wilson:
Radio Communications Officer, Dave Smith.

Please note NEW editorial phone no. — Leeds 451891

wings:
Wings! is edited and

designed by Stan Abbott
and published in the

second week of each
month by the BHGA

EDITORIAL contributions should be
sent to the Editor at 72, Hartley
Avenue, Leads, LSE 2LP.

ADVERTISING gueries, SUBSCRIP—
TIONS and any general BHGA business
should be addressed to the Commer-
cial Editor and the association’s
Taunton headquarters respectivaly,
addrassas on this page.

IMPORTANT

“MNuisance’’ phone calls to the editor
following a break-in have necessitated
a change of phone number to:-

Leeds (0532) 451891

In this issue

Pages 4-5 Cosmopolitan: Overseas
round-up by Michael Carnet.

Page 6 TED FRATER argues for better
light wind performance.

Page 7 Airlaw, a finer point. Report
by JESS FLYNN.

Page 9 Back to School with BHGA
Training Officer, BOB HARRISON.

Page 10 Your letters in Airmail.
SANDY FAIRGRIEVE'S Letter from
America.

Pages 12-13 Power news.

Page 14 BOB HARRISON test flies
the new Alien.

Page 17 The XC season gets under
way.

Pages 17-22 Foster's Draught Open
Shanklin Festival.

Page 23 Dunstable Downs latest.

Page 24 The Early Days, by
STEWART HODGSON.

Page 27 Flying in the Canaries, by
GEOFF SNAPE and MARTIN

Page 29-30 ALAN METCALFE looks
at the lot of the competition “'dogs-
body".

Pages 31-32 Classified section.

Pages 32-33 ROBERT BAILEY, back
from flying “down under’’.

Page 34 Mainair prize Crosstubeword.
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Fly-in's
Magic
moments

LAST month’'s manufacturers’ fly-
in, hosted by Airsports (Aviation)
Ltd. at Aberystwyth, saw an im-
promptu L/D contest.

With Saturday bringing dead calm, the
organisers offered a £30 first and £20
second prize for the best distance from a
600ft. coastal site to the beach and Philip
Huddleston and Richard Newton of
Alrwave Gliders claimed first and second
places respectively on Magic IIs.

That was despite some resistance to the
competition idea after pilots came
expecting a fly-in rather than a comp.
Graham Hobson was third on an Azur.

Hiway — who were the prime movers
behind the Manufacturers’ Comp. which
failed to get off the ground through lack
of interest earlier this year — were not
represented at the fly-in.

Their Alien has reportedly been modified
and had not been test flown in time for the
Aberystwyth meet.

Also missing were Southdown Sailwings,
Skyhook, Flexiform and Gold Marque
Sports.

The late organisation of the event kept
the number of visiting fliers down but an
enjoyable weekend was had by all with
excellent nil-wind thermic conditions on the
Sunday.

Full report and pictures next month.

Elephant man!

THEY say an elephant never forgets —
and no-one will forget British distance
record holder John Stirk's flying gear in
a hurry this year!

John will be adorned with a yellow
elephant as part of a useful sponsorship
deal negotiated with his employers, the
Swiss - based paper manufacturers,
Weiderman's.

In return for competition funding, John
will wear the yellow elephant with grace
and pride and resist such jibes as ‘'Hi
there, Dumbo!"

“I'd rather have a pink one,"" he said.

‘Reasonable’
Council

The BHGA council “‘acted reasonably"
In its handling of Brian Milton's dismissal
after the loss of the Newton Aycliffe spon-
sorship deal.

This was the feeling endorsed by
members at the annual conference after
representations by supporters of Brian that
his treatment had been unjust.

—

Sorry!

Buzzby has been wreaking havoc with
Wings! mail this month. A number of
photographs from the AGM failed to arrive,
while pictures for inclusion with Michael
Carnet's Cosmopolitan were also lost in the
post. Apologies to all those whose hard
work has been thus thwarted.
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i CARNET

begins here...

i"!? The monthly Wings! round-up of
@l overseas news compiled by MICHAEL

AUSTRALIA
Moyes Missile

AT No. 173 Bronte Road in Sydney, the Moyes
team is busy finishing its latest model, the Missile
with a 90 per cent double surface.

The central chord has only B0 per cent double
surface which stops pitch stability problems. The
keel pocket is very large which allows nicer
handling.

There are 31 battens, and this will not reduce
the total weight already high on common
Moyes gliders,

Steve Gilmour won the lllawarra International
Invitational competition in New South Wales on
the Missile.

Towing

IN March Wings! Bill Brooks described his towing
system — Moyes has been using a similar
system for more than a year, while in the USA
Dennis Pagen was writing about a similar system
nine months ago.

In Switzerland and in France many people
are now towing safely directly by the harness
of the pilot with no tubes and no special
rigging.

FRANCE

French Connection

IF you are not connected yet, this is the time
to start. Designed first in February 81 by
Jean-Louis Darlet for use in roll, the “French
Connection” is now mainly used in pitch on
CFX gliders. It moves the centre of gravity
forward when you pull the bar and backward
when you push the bar.

The pitch stability around the centre of
pressure (hands off) is the same and it can
only be safer, When entering a lift or
sink area, the glider does not tend to nose up
or down but keeps the same position — you
simply go up or down yourself, because the
Connection is doing the job for you.

In severe gusty turbulence, you are not
jumping all over the place, only the connection
is moving around — it works as a shock
absorber.

When pulling the bar in, there is not much
resistance so you are able to keep your feet-up
position and stay in line with the airflow. When
doing a ten mile cliff race with a Connection,
bar fully pulled in, you never get tired.

Many pilots complain about the nose-down
tendency of the CFX gliders on landing. When
pushing the bar out for landing the Connection
gives a very nose-up pitch moment and the glider
will simply drop on shoulders at ground speed
Zero,

As shown on the photograph, the two straps
on the keel must be separated by a length of
the horizontal members and not as indicated in
Wings!, August 81.

a -
=

The French Connection

GERMANY—

Gutesiegel

¥OU have heard about the German certification
Gutesiegel, which is certainly the hardest in the
world. The tests include a drop from a cable
car and flights by a test pilot putting the glider
in radical situations. Now in Germany, harnesses
must pass the certification as well as gliders,
which consists of a series of drop tests with
a dummy and material resistance checks.
Webbings must pass in front of the harness
at least twice, and the waist and chest, and
the shoulder straps must be connected around
the pilot to the chest straps.

Soon chutes and helmets will have to be
certified and maybe one day the Germans will
push their perfectness to certify roof-racks,
boots, varios, altimeters or flying suits,

One good point: maybe soon, German,
Austrian, Swiss, American and British certifi-
cations of airworthiness for hang gliders will be
as one.

Bullet

JOSEPH Guggenmos, World Champion in 1979,
has started to produce the Bullet, a new CFX
glider for the 82 season. Unlike the Wings |
and the Wings Il which had truncated tips, the
Bullet has elliptic tips.

Joseph Guggenmos had problems last year
when the German federation cancelled the
Gutesiegel of the Wings (first model) after a
series of accidents. Joseph used to say:
“My gliders are perfectly safe — the proof
is that | fly one of them."”

We can be sure that the Bullet will be very
well inspected and tested before being certified.



Brcruras Michas! Carmer

ITALY
Looping

AN ITALIAN pilot, Daniele Morzotto, tried to do
a loop on a Lightning: unfortunately, he failed.
The glider stopped in the air and tucked twice
before breaking. Daniele thanked God he had
bought a parachute the month before.

$5000

THIS is the first price for the Trofeo Sansicario
competition which will be held in North Western
Italy on August 16-22,

The tasks will be 50 per cent cross-country
and 50 per cent Mickey Mouse. Who would
mind turning pylons or spot landing at the
bottom when soarable, if it is worth £2,5007

Inquiries about invitations to: Mr Gi Ferraris,
Holiday Club Sansicario, 10054 Cesana Torinese,
Italy.

——SCANDINAVIA——

Scandinavian Cup

WE do not hear very often about Scandinavia
and what happens there, simply because there
are four countries with four different languages
which only Scandinavians can understand!

However, there is some flying there.

Norway is the country with the largest number
of pilots, about 3,000 flying mainly around
Oslo in the South or on the West coast.

Then follows Denmark with about 1,000 pilots.
The Danish have got a magazine called Drage
Sport which is sent to every pilot. Then
comes Sweden with 300 pilots, and finally
Finland with 50 pilots.

From May 16 to 22 there will be a competition
called the Scandinavian Cup in Are in the middle
of Sweden. The 4,000 ft site has a cable
car which can take hang gliders to the top.

The four countries will be represented by
eight pilots each. The contest will consist of
cross-country exclusively, the record for the site
15 32 miles,

The organiser of this competition is the
Sswedish champion Gunner Astrand who as
you can see in the photograph is a linguistic
expert. Information from Gunner Astrand, Box
76, 83013 Are, Sweden.

The Ball Vario/Alti

SPAIN
HANG Gliding

CHEATERS in cross-country competition should
be hung by the neck until deadl The Spanish
pilot Francisco X should be happy to be still
alive after he tried at the end of last year to be
Spanish champion by unorthodox means.

In a cross-country task, after he landed after
a poor distance, he drove away, then rigged
his glider and phoned for retrieval 30 miles further
on.

Unfortunately for him, in an XC competition
there are dozens of pilots in the sky looking
at everyone, sadistically counting down every
time someone is landing.

He was reported and obviously disqualified
from that competition and future ones.

USA

Bulletman

RICH Pfeiffer and Tom Price joined Wills Wings
recently, taking positions in accessories and sail
production.

~ Tom Price is a well-known designer for his
innovative gliders such as the ASG 21, the
kingpostless ASG 23 and a leading researcher
in flex-wing aerodynamics and stability.

Rich Pfeiffer, US national champion, and twice
winner of the Owens Valley XC Classic has
been experimenting with his own harness designs
for some time and now gives his knowledge to
Wills Wing accessories department where he
IS manager.

His latest “‘weapon’’ is the Bulletman harness
which forms a tapered streamlined profile in the
prone position with a minimum of support lines,
in a effort to reduce parasitic drag.

The back and legs of the pilot are enclosed
with trap doors built into the harness which
automatically open or close on landing or take
off. To be seen at the American Cup. .,

Ball vario alti

RICHARD Ball is a wvery clever electronics
engineer. A great lover of gliding and instru-
mentation relevant to this sport, he designed
a remarkable series of varinn'itg? for gliding and
hang gliding. NN

Here is the Ball 631, first produced a year
ago but mnow up-dated with a quicker response
and more reliable and accurate altimeter. This
variometer/altimeter is placed in a cubic box
(4" = B" x 4") which isolates it from parasitic
frequences and shocks. The wvariometer is
compensated in temperature and does not alter
with altitude.

It has got a tune option — the audio system
consists of a progressive continuous sound which
can start at the sink rate you want. When
you go over zero, there is also an intermittent
sound which is adjustable in volume.

The 4-digit altimeter is very reliable. It goes
up to 8,000 metres (25,000 feet) indicating every
metre. Obviously the zero is adjustable.

The Ball 631 is powered by two renewable
PP3 9v batteries. It cost just over £300.

Gemini

DESIGNED last year by Ultralite Products, the
Gemini seems to be a very good glider for
intermediate pilots. UP were so busy last year
manufacturing Comets, they did not have much
time to build this intermediate glider.

They decided to attack 82 with this product
while the Comet's order book is not full. There
are three sizes of Gemini: 134, 163 and 184.
Its planform is the same as the Comet. The
only difference is that it has not got a double
surface.

Like most modern gliders it has a spanwise
sail layout. Most of the Gemini's parts are
interchangeable with the Comet’s, which is a very
good point, having Comet dealers all around the
world.

The Gemini is not distributed in Europe or in
the UK yet.

John Stirk with the Presidents Trophy
AGM 1982

President presents...

JOHN Stirk of the Dales Hang Gliding
Club received the President's Trophy from
Ann Welch OBE for his record-breaking
flight of 83.39 miles from Semerwater to
Hwick.

The President's Award for the best
article in Wings! went to Mick Pollard
for his two-part story of flying in the Owens
Valley which appeared in February and
March Wings!

The president said she felt the article
captured what flying was all about.

Mick receives a silver pendant made
by the BHGA's own silversmith, Ted
Frater, and also funded by council member
David Bedding and minutes secretary
Barbara Bedding.

(The editor wholeheartedly endorses Ann's
choice which was entirely hear own).

Office move rap

PLANS to move the BHGA's office head-
guarters from Taunton with the departure
of secretary Chris Corston, met opposition
from some members at the association's
annual meeting.

Concern was expressed at BHGA
council’s endorsement of a staff committee
proposal to move the administration to a
central location near Principal Executive
Officer Barry Blore. ( Abingdon).

Geoff Tabbner, of Avon Club, was
sharply rebuked by chairman Roy Hill for
suggesting the plan was like "moving the
mountain to Mohammed' rather than
calling on Barry to live wherever the office
could be most suitably located.

Roy accused Geoff of unfair criticism,
particularly in calling for the meeting to
be given details of Barry's salary.

The call for staff salaries to be stated,
although not opposed by Barry, was
rejected by those present.

An advert for the post of office manager
aAppears on page two.

Life member

THE BHGA annual meeting voted retiring
secretary Chris Corston an honorary life
member by acclaim.

The motion was proposed by Jim Taggart
and seconded by Bob Mackay in recog-
nition of Chris's valuable contribution to
hang gliding and the BHGA.

A "benefit"’ fund has been launched to
help Chris in his future plans and con-
tributions should be sent to treasurer Percy

Moss, 40 Moseley Road, Kenilworth,
Warwicks, CVB 2AQ and crossed *“CC
benefit''.
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Great Bores
Of The Hill

No5. The designer

‘... Well yes actually I have designed a
number of ships I find that taking a nose
angle of 110° and perhaps modifying to 135°
the weight shift alone is detectable in the
profile drag difference the totally enclosed
crossboom of 12:1 aspect ratio will give
lower effective span-wise twist of I = D*

X M x A x d’ notwithstanding multi-

columnular modes of fiv &

-x) +

MA* + M to give lateral oscillations of
.3% adverse yaw no none of them have
actually flown but the calculations are

terrific fun!..."”

Bill Lehan

Do we really want more

IT'S one of those winter days when the
wind is in the wrong direction, the hill tops
are fogged in and it’s raining.

You haven't been flying for at least a month and
the withdrawal symptoms are gnawing away at your

mind.

You are dreaming of those days to come when
the air is buoyant and it's all sweetness and light.

In the mean time however,
you dream on!

We have had the double
surface machine for over a
year and my thoughts are
which way now? Do we pilots
want more speed still or are
there other considerations that
may have priority? 1 think
there are.

Choice

Hiway have built The Alien,
a 155 sq ft. 80 per cent double
surface weightshift glider with
30 battens. This has a top
speed of 60 mph - plus and
sounds a superb competition
Elider.

BUT it's not what I think the
average club pilot wants. Given
a choice between better sink
rate or more speed, I will stick
my neck out and say that it's
better sink rate every time.
The evidence as I see it is as
follows.

From my experience over
the past four years, the
introduction of the Birdman
Cherokee was a major step
forward in glider design. It

6

...asks
TED FRATER

had a good speed range, safe
handling, and an excellent sink
rate.

On OUR small Dorset hills it
was possible to stay up and
top land on average days with
a wind speed of about 10 mph.
When wind speed got over 20
mph, penetration became a
problem and flying was not the
pleasure it is with lower wind

speeds.
When the concealed floating
crosstube (CFX) machines

arrived the minimum wind
speed that was needed to stay
up and top land went up from
10 mph to 14 mph and the top
wind speed to 26 mph, with an
improvement in the lift/drag
ratio of about 25 per cent.

Looking at the CFX machines
today there are some noticeable
differences. The main one
being batten form. Comparing
the camber of the Demon,

speed?...

Typhoon and Comet, the most
widely flown CFX machines
today, the batten form of the
Comet and Demon produces
a considerably deeper airfoil
section, which at lower angles
of attack produces more lift
for the same flying speed, all
other things being equal.

This is borne out from a
year's experience on a CFX
machine. The Comet and
Demon ARE better in lighter
winds. What is also interesting,
the sink rate of the Cherokee
against the newer machines in
lighter winds, progressively
gets better as the wind speed
drops to minimum *“stay-up”
speed.

Sacrifice

The logical conclusion from
this experience is that if the
next generation machine had a
deeper airfoil section still —
say 25 per cent — with every-
thing else being equal, theoret-
ically, it should improve the
low speed end of the CFX speed
range by an amount greater
than the loss at the top end.

What I want, in other words,
is the ability to stay up in wind

speeds of say & mph on our
hills and sacrifice a little over
26mph.

I think that most pilots want
to have a glider that WIDENS
the use ability of the wind,
and in a direction that will
give more flying hours for time
spent driving to sites and
waiting for the right conditions.

Other ways of improving the
sink rate, like increasing the
span, provide penalties in other
directions like handling. This
is the no. I priority here.

I had the chance to fly a
Falcon 3 a short while ago and
it was a pleasant surprise. The
balance between pitch and roll
was just right and despite its
limitations I would fly it again.

It is important that we do not
lose sight of the prime advan-
tage of our flying sport. The
ability to carry and foot-launch
our gliders. I for one do not
wanl our gliders to get more
complicated, or heavier, or
more expensive,

If I wanted to really go for
speed, and all that it entails,
I would go and fly a sailplane.

It's up to you pilots out there
to start a debate in Wings! as
to what we want and why we
want it. 1 hope this will be
a start for yvou all.



Air law

A finer point

by Jes Flynn,
RAF Moray Eagles

LATE last year it came
to my notice that a
substantial number of
pilots had what appeared
to me to be a peculiar
understanding of the
Visual Flight Rules
(VFR).

A few pilots thought along
similar lines to myself — but
we found ourselves greatly
outnumbered! I decided to
straighten out once and for all

the meaning and interpretation
of VFR.

Understand

There is one legal document
and only one, that governs all
flying in UK airspace. It is
called the Air Navigation
Order, 1980 — and it is the law.

The ANO defines quite
clearly and unambiguously, all
the rules necessary for safe,
controlled flight. Other books
e.g. CAP 85, and various lay
interpretations, are easier to
read and understand — but
they are not the law, and are
still open to misinterpretation.

According to the ANO 1880,
an aircraft (and that includes
us) flying in UK airspace, must
do so under either VFR, or
Instrument Flight Rules. As
there are currently no hang-
gliders certified for IFR, and
there are unlikely to be many
(due mainly to cost), only VFR
CONCErNS us.

The relevant bits of the ANO
are as follows:

“RULE 23. The Visual Flight
REulez shall be as follows:
fa). Ouilside controlled air-
space and ouwlside airspace
notified pursuant to Rule 36:

(i) an aircraft flying oulside
controlled airspace above
I feet above mean szea
level shall remain at least
one nautical mile horizontally
and 1000 feet vertically away
from clowd and in a flight
visibility of at least five
nautical miles;

fit) an aircraft other than a
helicopter  flying  outside
controlled airspace al or
below 3000 feet above mean
sea level shall remain at
least one nautical mile

horizontally and 1000 feet
vertically away from cloud
and in a flight visibility of
at least three nauwtical miles:

Provided that this  sub-
paragraph shall be deemed
to be compiled with if the
aircraft is floun at a speed
which according to ils air
speed indicator is 140 knols
or less and remains clear of
cloud in sight of the surface
and in a flight visibility of
at least one nautical mile,

(b) Within controlled airspace:

An  aircraft flying within
controlled airspace shall
remain at least one nautical

mile horizontally and 1,000-

feet vertically away from

cloud and in a flight visibility

of at least five nautical

miles. "’

There is more but it is
superfluous to our needs. Note

that ‘‘flight visibility'' where
quoted, means visibility
FORWARD from the flight

deck of the aircraft.

S0, what does rule 23 mean?
Well read it again because it
I1s quite clear.

““An alrcraft flying outside
controlled airspace above 3000
feet AMSL SHALL REMAIN
AT LEAST INM HORIZ-
ONTALLY AND 1MW FT.
VERTICALLY AWAY FROM
CLOUD, AND IN A FLIGHT
VISIBILITY OF AT LEAST
3NM."

The BHGA Pilot handbook
states this also, but the
wording is a little hazy and
open to misinterpretation, as
is, (more obviously), CAP 85's
wording on the subject.

Why write this? Well, I sald
that a number of pilots have
a peculiar understanding of the
VFR. They believe, in fact,
that outside controlled airspace
and above 3000 feet AMSL, they
could fly at cloudbase as long
as they were ‘‘capable’” of
flying at 5-1-1.

A subtle difference, but very
important. They are wrong.
If yvou are in uncontrolled air-
space above 3000° AMSL you
must remain 1000 feet
vertically from that lovely
cloud which beckons you, i.e.
if cloudbase is at 6000 feet
AMSL, effectively you can only
soar up to 5000 feet AMSL.

50 there it is. Mind wvou,
I'm not saying that I will
always abide by the rules! Will
yvou?

F'ootnote: to confirm the
precise meaning, I spoke to
Alrspace Utilisation Section,
Uxbridge, who checked with
other bigwigs at CAA House.
S0 no arguing!

Please note NEW editorial phone no. — Leeds 451891

NORTHERN GLIDER SALES

Come and test fly the |

AZUR

It's here... I

It's ready...
It's. ..

Magnificent

contact us for a demo now!

061 973 4085 or 061 434 3364

THIS GLIDER HAS
NO BRITISHC. OF A.

8 BRENCON AVENUE, BROOKLANDS, MANCHESTER

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR NERVE?

. .. If not, then you should be reading Adventure
Sports and Travel. For amazing photography, superb
articles, coverage of every kind of adventure sport,
plus exciting travel, we have no equal. Why leave
your copy to chance when for only £6.50 you can
have a year's issues delivered to your home. Beat
inflation, avoid the disappointment of a missed
issue, take out a subscription now!

WE'RE SORRY, but we're sold out of back
issues but we still have a limited quantity of
issues 4, Vol. 2. no. 3 (issue 8), and 11. Hurry,
you've Just time to buy these three. Buy the
one you've missed for £1, or get a bargain — all
three for only £2.50.
I N O N N e S

Please send me: | would like to take out a year's

Issue 4 [] subscription, beginning with
Vol. 2 no. 3 lissue B) [ issue no: . . .
issue 11. 0O Name
All three issues OJ
Address

lprices inc. of p+p)

Post to: EUROPROJECTS LTD. Adventure Sports & Travel,
17 South Molton Street, London W1,
(Cheque/P.0. payable to Europrojects Ltd.)
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Welsh awards

receives the Allan James Trophy
from Murtm PlngaI Competitions Organiser for the
South East Wales Hang Gliding Club.

Joe was awarded the trophy for the 1981 season
for completing a flight of 29 miles from Pandy.

Other prizes presented at the club’'s AGM were

1st,

Harndon; 3rd, Bill Payne — Best height gain of

— Phil Merton — XC novice, 17.6

JOE Binns,

for: XC league —

6,250 feet ATO
miles, Eric Morgan.

Fredrick James, brother of the late Allan James, was
also present and was presented with an album
compiled by Dave Mudie containing some excellent
photographs depicting Allan James's flying career.

April 24 to May 2

Foster's British
Open, Shanklin, low.

May 4 — 8
RAF Lossiemouth comp.
May 10 — 15

Bleriot Cup, Lachens,
France

May 29 — 31
mmmm, Lake
June 5 — 6
Celtic Cup S.W. Wales

Joe Binns; 2nd, Brian

Martin Pingel

*********t***********‘t**************t** kR TN N

Magic by name...

AIRWAVE Gliders have
ended their licence with
Ultralite Products —

American builders of the
Comet — and renamed their
competition-winning glider.

The Magic Comet is now called
simply, the “Magic"', said
managing director of the Isle of
Wight firm, Rory Carter.

The Magic has evolved from the
original glider which Airwave made
under licence, but over the last
18 months Airwave has modified
and altered the Comet lo suit Euro-
pean conditions.

Changes include a folding A-
frame, a quick-rig system and a
new sail cut with “ingenious’ use
of materials such as Mylar.

Airwave claims the glider is
easier to use, has a better per-
formance — and has retained its
good handling characteristics.

“The basic Comet was a super
glider, but the modifications and
improvements we have made have
altered it in many ways yet
refained all its successful qualities.

We think that we are well able
to fly on our own, "’ said Rory.
Airwave has orders for 890

Magics from the UK and Europe.

Insurance
change

Insurance underwriters for
the BHGA are to withdraw
cover from hang gliding
schools not registered with the
association council heard.

In the past the underwriters
have taken the view it is unfair
on pupils unknowingly taking
lessons at a non-registered
school 1o be left without cover.

The decision was welcomed
by Training Officer Bob
Harrison as providing a needed
incentive to schools to maintain
standards.

New Secretary

The new secretary of the
South West Wales Hang Gliding
Club is Tom Warren, of 37
Cleviston Park, Llangennech,
Llanelli, Dyfedd, SA 14 9UW.
Tel. Llangennech 820404.

The club announces
unchanged fees for visiting
fliers to Rhosilli of £1.26 a day
this year, payable at the Green
Shop at the bottom of the hill,
or £5 for the year.

Winners

The following are the 500 Club
lottery winners for March 1982:

PR, Farley [54-20, . Miller L£27-10,
C.Jf. Hopkinsen - £13-55, J.D, Whittle £8-13,
R.G¢. Mulford [8-70, P. Bennell £6.70, R,
Fenton [£5-48, R. Bacon E5-42, J. Broum
£4-14, B. Selby £4-14.

That makes a total of £135-50
prize money and a like amount
for BHGA funds.

22 New Road,
Crickhowell,

£I9'90 [£2:00 pep]

OUTDOOR PURSUITS EQUIPMENT B CLOTHING

Powys, S.Wales.

ROMER HELMET

LIGHTWEIGHT, SUPERBLY COMFORTABLE, PURPOSE DESIGNED HANG-GLIDING HELMET

Tel: 0873-811516 or 810019.

Dealer enquiries welcomed

Red, White & Blue
Small, Medium & Large




No.2 Scraping and scratching

Back to school!

With BHGA Training Officer BOB HARRISON

Your [life in YOUR hands!/

SOMEBODY cheered me up no end the other day —
they sent me a letter containing details of two accidents =

0]

0]

that had happened on the same site on the same day! 5

It doesn’t matter where or who was involved: it happens everywhere.

i

Despite so many warnings, tragically it seems to be commonplace

these days.

Just how many accidents do there have to be before people will
get it into their heads that stalling close to the ground is dangerous.

| am sure that people don't stall on purpose,

in fact | presume

that is the last thing they want to do — or am | mistaken?

Maybe the wvery last thing they want to do is to go down. |
mean, screw safety, broken head and bones, perhaps anything is better
Y. . . pssst —

than having to live with the stigma of
him? He went down... whisper, whisper’’.

| just can't understand it
when they are close to the hill?
never been told about —

* wind gradient,

* the downwind beat,

* ground/air turbulence,
* or even glider wash?

Don't people realise that it takes many hours
of flying on the same glider in the same tune
before a pilot can develop a deep feeling for
fine airspeed control (on that glider). When |
say “hours’”, | mean HOURS, not, “I've been
flying for two vyears now.” It is a shame
We quote experience in years and not hours.

It is also important that those hours are regular
hours collected at regular times — not once a
month or once a blue moon. If you don't
get a regular supply, even if you had in the
past, please realise that your ability to control
airspeed precisely is non-existent. Please also
realise that to scratch at min sink requires a
fantastically high degree of precision in control,
feel and environmental awareness.

Have they

HEERE

It was at this point that | wondered, "“Who
does fly slowly when scratching?” | know |
don't — not on my life! So to answer this
question, | rang around a number of pilots
who've been at the game for a while. |
asked, "At what speed do you fly when scratch-
ing?"” The pilots | asked were: Johnny Carr,
Geof Ball, Graham Slater, Bob Calvert, Rob
Bailey, Jim Brown and Dave Harrison.
~They all said that they flew three, four or
five mph FASTER than min sink. That, inciden-
tally, is approaching max glide speed.

If you think you know better than these pilots
then God help you. If you are willing to listen
to them, remember that THEY are flying at
3, 4 or 5 mph faster — are you as experienced
as they are? No? Well, what about pulling
in a little more, just to be on the safe side. After
all, so what if you go down? Take the oppor-
tunity to practise a nil wind landing.

| am not asking you to fly around like express
trains, on the contrary. For your own safety
and for the good name of hang gliding, |
am asking you not to push the bar out until
you are at a safe height from the ground.
This safe height obviously depends on the con-

Why do people push the bar out

did you see

I\

2l

-+ having to live with the stigma of going down...

ditions of the day and, for that matter, what
ghder you are flying.

If you are in a marginal situation, don't scrape
unless you are absolutely sure that it is within
your limitations. And, when you do, don't go
cutting grass with the wing tip. Leave yourself
room to manoeuvre and fly at a safe speed.
As a general rule try max glide — you'll
live longer that way. If you do get tipped
towards the hill, the glider is much more lively
at a faster speed and will respond a lot quicker to
your corrective actions.

U O

Whenever you are close to the hill THINK:

Wind gradient — vyour inside wing tip is
flying in air a lot slower than your nose or the
other wing tip. It is this inside tip which is
more likely to stall. The glider will then naturally
turn into the hill, taking a distraught and
frightened pilot with it. If you have not got
room to pull in first and then apply opposite
weight shift, you can expect to get badly injured
and thus hurt someone who loves you. Pushing
out or just weight shifting in the opposite
direction won't help — it could make matters
worse.

The down wind beat — never, never, never
confuse ground speed with your air speed. If
the wind is slightly off the hill, (when is it
ever square on?) you should know that one
beat will be a lot faster than the other. Don't
be fooled and push out to compensate. |If
anything, pull on a fraction more, the last thing
you want is one up the backside. If you
can't feel air blowing on your face, pull in.

Ground/air turbulence — even in the lightest
of winds, the uneveness of the terrain, veg-
etation etc. will cause turbulence that tends to

roll up the hill. Also, gusts and thermal activity
(however slight) etc. all cause an uneveness of
the air flow. This will alter the speed and the
nature of the air flowing across your wing.

Glider wash — if you haven't yet felt it —
get high and do so by letting another glider
fly in front of you. You will then be wary
of scratching with other gliders. Take it from
me, playing in wash, close to the hill, is "orrible
and certainly not my idea of fun. Never
follow closely a scratching glider — it hurts!

While talking about stalling, when did you last
practise stall and stall recovery? It is something
that we Bntish tend not to do, which is ridiculous.
The more we practise them, the more we are
aware of the glider's feel before, during and
after the manoeuvre. May | however hasten to
say — get plenty of air between you and the
ground before you do have a go. Be extra
specially cautious if you have an old time glider.
It may tip stall or be slow to recover.

Also — never whip stall the model, they don't
like it. If you don't know what a whip stall
is then that's good. When you practise, just
do gentle stalls and nothing severe!

Can | hear people screaming AS|I — stall
warning devices? Well, this subject will be
coming up, on its own, under the training column
in the future. It is very involved and has a
number of rather obvious and subtle aspects, to
all of which | don't believe anyone has the full
answers yet.

| have my own beliefs but until | am 100
per cent sure I'll continue to discuss the matter
and, in the near future I'll be putting a number
of these "indicators” to the test. All | am
prepared to say now is that if you have got
one, don't rely solely upon it AND DON'T
neglect to learn and develop a feeling for your
glider.

Those of you who think and who fly at the
right speed will probably be around next month
when | would like to have a light-hearted look at
thermals. Until then, think safe, be safe, and
enjoy flying!
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Sandy Fairgrieve’s
Letter
from
v America
A lesson
from America

SINCE | am now a California
resident, | would hope to bring
you interesting news from time to
time, but alas, my first bit of news
is about the sort of incident |
would wish never to have to watch,

Whilst trying to find out information on
the local club, its members, its sites etc.,
| took a trip out to the Ed Levin Park,
Eastbay, San Francisco.

The 1,700ft take off was not soarable,
so pilots were flying top-to-bottom flights
in the pleasant midday sunshine. Thermal
activity was vary weak, light winds.

As one might expect, many pilots like
to throw a few “hoolies” over the landing
area, for whatever reasons they may have.
| was watching one guy doing some mild
wing overs when he entered another with
what seemed to me to be a rather low
airspeed. | realised suddenly that his air-
speed was almost nil. The kite gently
turned over upside down, this occuring at
400 AGL roughly.

The glider remained intact, flipped back
over again, and then started to fall whilst
turning and spinning, the exact movements
of which | can not remember clearly in the
shock of the situation.

Everyone was vyelling “pull the chute,
pull the chute,” and it was then that |
wished | wasn't there.

The pilot separated from the glider,
perhaps some 250-300ft AGL. | watched
in horror, but turned my eyes before impact,
hearing a loud thud. The pilot died instantly.

| admit to being fairly squeamish and made
no move whilst others ran over to the
body. Cause of separation—Karabiner failure.

The glider landed shortly afterwards —
| believe it was a Mega Il. It is hard
to say how much damage occurred in the
air or on landing, but of the main tubes,
the keel and leading edge were badly bent
near the noseplate. However, | am con-
vinced, chute or no chute, that the glider
would have brought him down alive.

The Karabiner was found in two parts. It
was a regular Karabiner that had simply
snapped in two. That really set my mind
thinking.

Obviously a lab analysis will be done on
the Karabiner, but if it was good and failed
at its rated force, then I'm going to beef up
how I'm attached to my glider. In fact,
looking at the size of some of the parts
on my “"French Connection”, I'm not sure
| want to use it any longer, though a
back-up strap would obviate this.

How this accident affects me is for myself
alone, but | would ask all manufacturers
to read this letter. Current gliders may
take 6G loads right way up and are much
improved upside down, but the shock loads
during tumbling or chute opening are rather
hard to quantify, and they will test your
hamess and Karabiner saeversly, so make sure
your system is strong before you buy the
new ultra-light, super low drag, etc system.

Sandy Fairgrieve

I

LETTERS***LETTERS ***LETTERS***LETTERS ***LETTERS"**

Dear Stan —

I am writing about something which is
starting to worry me concerning the inter-
relationship between triking and hang gliding.

I have been observing this since triking started two

years ago and have noticed
what I believe to be the
beginnings of considerable
consequences for hang
gliding in the future, due to
the effects of triking.

More specifically, I am
worried about losing or
partially losing some of
hang gliding's best blood to
triking.

H.G. in Britain has
quickly grown and developed
in organisation, glider per-

The reasons I spoke of
above are these:-

Is triking
a threat?

into producing the best
pure hang gliders or a
complete withdrawal in
favour of producing trike
gliders, as is the case with
some manufacturers
already.

Having said all this I ask
- - myself what to do? Well,
> I don't blame or dislike
= triking; in fact, it is
- because I find it so attrac-
# live and tempting that I
-~ have been prompted to
write this letter; and I don't
advocate measures out of
bitterness towards triking,
but I feel that perhaps the
BHGA (especially through

formance, pilot ability etc. 1. Triking is easier to Wings!') should divorce
to an extent which could ‘“get into”” than hang itself more thoroughly from
hardly have been imagined gliding, requiring less triking (which I think is

five years ago, so that
today we are the World
Champions; distances of 80
miles and height gains of
8,000ft are possible.

s I think most of this is an

physical effort.

2. One finds it easier than
hang gliding to get a lot of
very good quality flying. 1
know four top competition

now the province of the
EMAA) and concentrate
much more on simply hang
gliding. 1 would hope that
by this slight change in
course

automatic consequence of
the purposeful drive and
energy of a lot of talented
people for whom hang
gliding had become their
hobby-sport-interest and, in
some cases, life.

If, for some reasons,
these people no longer
devote part or all of their
attention to hang gliding
because there is now some-
thing “"better' to devote it
to, then isn't it reasonable
to assume that the *‘'momen-
tum'' for development in
hang gliding will be reduced
and with that there will

pilots who are now very
heavily into triking.

3. Manufacturers find it
easier to make more
money because, more and
more, they are selling to
people outside hang gliding
from concentional aviation
who have more money —
just count the number of
one-time hang glider man-
ufcturers who are building
trikes. They are small
firms with limited man-
power and undeniably the
criteria used to produce the
best trike hang gliders do
not coincide with those for
the best pure hang gliders.

in BHGA policy
members, especially new
ones, would be less
influenced towards triking
by power inclusions in what
should be purely hang
gliding business, or at least
be freer to develop an
awareness of their
responsibility towards hang
gliding in the face of triking.

The above are simply my
thoughts and observations
and attempts to extrapolate
from these. No criticism of
anybody is intended as |
have merely reported the
facts as I see them.

come a danger of
stagnation.

S0, here again we find
either a dilution of effort

GRAHAM C. HOBSON
Manchester.

Come off it, Sandy!'!

Dear Stan —

I think Sandy Fairgrieve’s letter
“Did they lose their bottle?” in
February Wings! was a bit un-
warranted, to say the least.

The 1979 British team to the Owens have
come in for a lot of unfair criticism over
the years, but everyone loses sight of just

10

what they achieved — four members in the
top 20, and this on Super Scorpions and
Gryphons.

It's all right for people to pontificate on
how easy it is to fly the Owens but their
experience is usually gained on CFX
machines, which from my own experience
makes every flight at least 50 per cent
safer and more enjoyable. I have flown the
Owens in a Cherokee and, believe me,
there is just no comparison.

There is no way people of the calibre
of Bob Bailey, Bob Calvert, Graham Slater,
Keith Reynolds, Bob England, Geoff Snape
and Keith Cockroft have no bottle. Every
one of these people have notable successes
to their names.

Regarding competition committee, Sandy
is very wrong in saying there is not full
support for the event. There certainly is,
but last year the pot was empty and we
just could not afford to pay the full whack
for a freely-selected team. All our
resources had to go towards the World
Championships in Japan and ALL other
events b -.d to take second place.

Come off it, Sandy — you know your
letter was just a ploy to keep the Owens
in the news just now we are allocating

funds for 1982, JOHN HUDSON

BHGA Competitions Committee.
{ Rochdale)



'LETTERS**"LETTERS***LETTERS***LETTERS"*

All letters should be sent to
the Editor at 72 Hartley
Avenue, Leeds, LS6 2LP, and
should be signed and written
or typed CLEARLY on one side
of the paper only (double-
spaced, pleasa).

Performance

is not just |

Dear Stan —

Early in 1981 I had the oppor-
tunity to fly a Lightning
alongside the Typhoon and
Comet. The site was Glenshee,
wind 25-30 mph NE/NNE.
Pilots were of similar ability.

It was evident to me in my
two hour flight that the Comet
just had the edge over the
Lightning and Typhoon. The
difference in performance was
small, therefore what influenced
purchases was basically price
and brand loyalty.

Later in the year, I flew a
large Atlas in light wind
conditions and its sink rate left
the new generation for dead.
Recently I have watched a
Guggenmos Wings comp. model
soar in 6-8mph winds on small
coastal sites. Soar, I said, not
scrape.

The new gliders cruise about
too fast to stay up in the lighter
winds and too much height is
lost in turns because they are
unable to crab.

Recently I started to fly a
Fledge II, once again on a
coastal site, wind SW (20° off
hill) and 18 mph at take-off,
rising nearer 30mph later.

The new generation were
once again left for dead —
lower speed, poorer penetration
S0 at both ends of the spectrum

Convince

Dear Stan —

I read Len Gabriels's theory
on the John Clarke trike
incident (Wings! March '82)
with great interest.

I sincerely hope this theory
is correct — my life and others'
rather depend on it. However,
maybe I missed something, but
I believe Len ignored the effect
of gravity on the trike/pilot
mass. If dropped with zero
initial vertical velocity, I agree
the wing will try to fly
forwards, rotating around the
substantial mass of the trike/
pilot.

However, after one second
(when the wing is in a near
vertical dive), I calculate

Speed

the manufacturers have a lot of
research to do.

However, 1 think that
nowadays perhaps low and fast
speeds can not be combined in
one glider. We will have to
own two gliders, one for low
wind flying and one for fast and
XC flying.

A glider without the hassle
(on the ground) of the Fledge,
but the performance in the air
would be worth buying. In fact
the Flash SC is better than the
Fledge.

The biggest criticism (besides
groundhandling) heard of the
Fledge is its '‘poor" turning
circle. What else has a ''poorer”
turning circle than a CFX
glider? Why, a sailplane of
course and they seem to
manage some reasonable XCs

Come on manufacturers, lets
have more quantum leaps in
performance at BOTH ends of
the spectrum, though it must
be said that the manufacturers
have done a grand job so far
in that with the present state-
of-the-art gliders they have
brought XC flying within reach
of the normal club flyer.

JOHN RANKIN

me, Len!

(gravitational acceleration =
32ft/sec/sec) that the trike will
have accelerated to 21 mph;
after two seconds, 42 mph; ete,
I know this ignores air
resistance, but I would like to
know why the wing and trike
don't end up in a near vertical
dive at around 20-30 mph — but
flying!

I realise this might have
killed John Clarke — but it
leaves sufficient doubt in my
mind to remain unconvinced as
to the real cause of the tuck.

FPlease Len — convince me!

DAVE SMITH
Newark,
Notts

Please note NEW editorial phone no. — Leeds 451891

A QUICK FLASH!

THIS GLIDER HAS
NO BRITISH C. OF A.

AND MUCH MORE ..

. . . because the exciting PHASE I LIGHTNING

represents just part of our extensive range of
original products for '82.

We manufacture gliders and harnesses to cater
for the intermediate through to top competition
pilot, all our own design and constructed to the
highest standards. Every machine is test flown
before delivery to the customer.

To find out more about us, our products and
nationwide network of agents contact:

Southdown Sailwings Limited,
82 Goldstone Villas, Hove, Sussex.
Telephone Brighton 732007




Get the

MORE and more
firms are discovering
the advertising
potential in sponsor-
ing microlight wings.
Stewart Hodgson, from
North Yorkshire is one of
the lucky baneficiaries.

“l am employed by a
U.K. based division of a

Norwegian company
which manufacturers
agricultural machinery.

Kverneland U.K. Ltd., and
in an attempt to promote
our wvery difficult name
at the agricultural shows
here our Managing
Director Cyril Dyke
suggested that we had
a powered hang glider
made up in the company
colours if | would fly it
for them — | certainly
didn’t need asking twice.
“This year we have
flown at several shows
and ploughing matches.
“We have had an
excellent response to our
advertising in this way.”
* Pictured, right, is
Stewart on his Demon/
Skytrike combination.

e Ny e g
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Busy Hornet starts

MORE than 60 “microlight” aviators turned
up at the inaugural meeting of the Hornet
Aviation Flying Club, Bradford, and
decided as a major priority to do something
about the sport’s public image.

The club’s constitution includes the
following aim: "To encourage the public
to view our sport not as a bunch of
lunatics on flying motorcycles but as a
sensible group of people who have found
a superb way of broadening their horizons."

Impetus for establishing the club — the
first in Yorkshire and about the 14th in

Britain — has come from Hornet Micro-
lights, the Bradford-based microlight aircraft
manufacturer and flying school.

Hornet director and chairman of the new
club Graham Priestley said he was well
pleased with the turn-out which brought
together microlight, light aircraft and hang
glider pilots and other punters.

The club has concluded negotiations for
an airstrip near Halifax and is also neg-
otiating with the Central Blectricity Generating
Board and the RAF for the use of unwanted
airfields.

Ltmce the memordes /

WITH at least one birdstrike
already reported by a
microlight pilot l(over
Lancashire) the latest
statistics from the Civil
Awviation Authority may
make interesting reading.

In 1980 there were reports
of 400 bird strikes to
fixed-wing aircraft and
SeVEn helicopters, it
states.

Where the bird species
were known, gulls were
involved in most incidents
(46 per cent), followed by
lapwings (23 per cent). In

nearly half the cases
where damage was
caused, the  species
involved were not

identified. Gulls and lap-
wings  ‘weare struck
throughout the year, but
the frequency of strikes
was much higher in the
autumn.

In 26 per cent of
incidents in which the
bird numbers Were
reported, the number in
the flock was estimated
to be more than ten.

the

ULTRA SPORTS

Truleigh Sands Buildings, Truleigh Farm,
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Telephone: Brighton 732007

A British Cerfificate of Airwarthines
0w hang ghider i NOT VALID whery
Ihed s o atERCHED 10 @8 DovweT Wi




Ty el , T

e L b b
f%-r.ﬁ:?ﬁ':—tpfm
Lol B Ll il el

Skymaster lands
Micro Bipe deal

LEN Hull and Pete Best
of sheffield Hang gliding
Club have negotiated a

major outlet for their
Skymaster keel-mounted

emergency parachute
system.
Micro Biplane Aviation, of

Newark, Nottinghamshire, will

Licence
concession

Talks with the Civil Aviation
Authority on microlight pilots’
licensing requirements have
won a concession for hang
glider pilots.

As a result of arguments put
forward by BHGA chairman
Roy Hill, P2 pilots with 50
logged hours will need only to
pass air law exams to gain a
category ‘D" PPL. Original
proposals made no allowance
for hang gliding experience.

fit Skymaster to their new
Micro Biplane for customers
on request as well as retailing
the chute which has been
extensively featured in Wings!
And that could well be a pretty
shrewd business move by Pete
and Len, for the Micro Bipe
looks to have something that
few microlights can claim —
real “own me, fly me" appeal.
The aircraft, pictured above, has
full three-axis controls and,
because of its rigid biplane
structure, is stressed to around
six G positive AND negative.
We know what that means...
Wing span is just 1Bft, and
unloaded weight is 1656lbs. It
cruises at 55mph, and will sell
at a little over £2500, with
delivery starting soon. A two-
seater is under-development.

New address

Martin Pingel has a new
home phone number — it is
Caerphilly 886238,

R
X
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1THEHORBNET
EXECUTIVE

LEAVES THE

OPPOSITION
STANDING.

The Rolis-Royce of trikes. Ultimate in performance. Futuristic in
styling. Comfort and weatherproofing behond belief . . . and now
the option of the 330 engine to give a staggering climb rate of 1000
ft. per minute recorded with its advanced aerodynamic styling.

MAIL ORDER MOST WELCOME
STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE FOR FREE BROCHURE

Hornet \iBrois

Bankfoot Mills, Wibsey Bank, Bradiord

(400 yds. from Odsal Stadium off Manchester Road).
Tel. (0274) 308642

Showrooms Open Mon. to Sat.

(Late Night Wed. tll 8 p.m.)
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The ‘friendly’ Alien

IN 1981 we saw one of the biggest
steps forward ever in hang glider
design.

The fifth generation machines provided us
with a lot of speed, less sink, generally better
handling and an increase in airworthiness/
safety.

Every new season has brought something
new and something better. How many times
have you heard people say: "It can't go on —
improvements must stop one day — this
is it, there won't be any significant improve-
ments for a long time."”

| think such comments were said loudest
last year.

So, what are the 1982 superships going to
be like! Are they going to be refined versions
of last year's machines or is someone
working on something new, ready to surprise
the Spring market?

Most of the “"what's new’ noise has come
from across the Welsh border and it is there
that Glider Which waeant first to have a look.

The Alien —a preliminary report

It's no secret that Hiway have been working
on something secret since late last summer.
A "prototype of ideas” came into being last
September as Hiway's R & D department started
o expenment with new concepts and principles.

Obviously, as time went on some ideas were
scrapped while others were developed. However,
the appalling winter has held back much of the
work and it's only been since late February

that any significant development has been able
to take place.

A week end in March was arranged for the
test, but bad weather again slowed work down to
such an extent that the Alien wasn't finished.
Nevertheless Hiway agreed to this preliminary
report,

Specifications

Sail area: 150 sq. ft. (plus tail)

Nose angle: 140°

Wing span: 34’

Double surface: 90 per cent free-floating

Weight: expected to be that of the average
b5th generation glider.

Brief description:- A floating crosstube, high
aspect ratio wing with a bird-like tail for
pitch stability. Designed for the XC and
compaétition pilot.

The Alien has been designed to operate in
a flight envelope above that of the fifth
generation gliders with, however, a low speed
performance that will allow take-offs and landings
in il wind conditions.

The design is different — to some people
it looks radical to others' it is beautiful — the
latter is true when you see it in the sky.

On the ground it handles well, with a very
nice static balance in zero winds. It is also
structurally strong — incredibly so.

- - e ———

INSURANCE

DID YOU KNOW

that Insurance Underwriters have paid TWICE AS MUCH TO
HANG GLIDER PILOTS as a result of HANG GLIDING
DEATH OR INJURY than we have paid to them in premiums.
In spite of those heavy losses EXISTING RATES FOR
PERSONAL ACCIDENT COVER will be maintained
throughout 1982.
DID YOU KNOW that some major U.K. Insurance Companies NO LONGER
REGARD HANG GLIDING AS A HIGH RISK SPORT.

In fact through us they offer special schemes for MEMBERS OF
THE B.H.G.A. for LIFE, ENDOWMENT, PROTECTION OR
HOUSE PURCHASE.
THEREFORE FOR LIFE, PERSONAL ACCIDENT AND GLIDER
INSURANCE.
CONTACT: REGGIE SPOONER - INSURANCE BROKER TO:-
The BH.G.A.

119 High Street, Newport, I.O. W,

or Telephone him or Tim Saul on 0983 522676.
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Rigging
Any prototype suffers from a conglomeration
of bits and pieces — things that will work

for the purpose now, but will need changing and
streamlining on the production models. The
Alien prototype was no different and this of
course made the rigging seem longer and more
complicated than normal.

Already, improvements have been devised, but
Hiway are the first to admit that rigging will
take longer than the easy-to-rig fifth generation
machines.

How much longer? We will have to wait
and see, but if any of you are familiar with the
Fledge I, don’t worry it wont be nearly as bad!

Take-off

Absolutely no problem in winds that |
experienced, which ranged from 12 mph to 30+
mph.

Obviously, due to the slightly higher stall
speed, the pilot needs a stronger run, but
judging by both the run and the wind speed,
| don’t envisage nil wind take-offs to be difficult
and it should certainly be easier than the Fledge II.

Perhaps what impressed me the most was
the "clean cut” characteristics that the Alien
possessed. As soon as it nibbled at the air
it would pull cleanly away and didn't leave the
pilot stuck close to the hill.

In flight

Undoubtedly, this is the fastest machine
around by a long chalk, and what's more it
keeps its glide at speed far better than anything

All change
at BMAA

JOHNNY Seccombe has
resigned as chairman of
the British Microlight
Aircraft Association and
Graham  Andrews is
acting in his place
pending the election of
a new chairman.

been

American Cup

— b teams compete

INVITATIONS have
finalised

else, — but then, just about everyone knows
this already.

The main questions are: "What of min sink?"’
"What speed does it stall at?"”

The tests were being carried out at Rhosilli.
There were a few other fifth generation machines
flying, including the “Fosters's” Typhoon “S".
Throughout the day’s flying | can only conclude
that the Alien's sink rate is comparable to
anything else, and this was achieved at an
indicated flying speed of abtut 22 mph.

.

Using the same ASI on the “Foster's”
Typhoon, min sink speed was approx. 18 mph
with about 13-stone on board.

The stalling speed surprised me — gingerly
| pushed out the bar centimetre by centimetre
and watched the AS| needle fall to 20mph,
whilst the vario started to read up!

Out a bit more, and at 18 mph | was stretched
right out and the nose was just beginning to
nod slightly. (There was no tendency to tip-
stall.). This indicated to me that the Alien's
min sink speed was less than the trim speed of
22 mph

Landings

The opportunity to land in nil wind didn't
arise, but judging by the top landings in various
wind speeds | don't foresee any great difficulties.
It will be a little faster and possibly more air-
craft-like than normal,

What will be important, as with any good
landing, is a well judged approach.

Handling

This is the area where Bill Payne and the
boys need to finish. If that sounds as if the
handling is dodgy then you would be wrong.
Sensibly, they've made the glider super stable
in both pitch and roll. This way it is fairly
easy very slowly to reduce the stability until
the handling characteristics are at their best.

A few of these steps were taken on the test
fa\r a!nd this made the glider much livelier and
aster

Conclusions

Basically the report must stand for itself, the
Alien | flew was a prototype very near completion,
but not the finished production model. However,
Hiway are confident that the real machine will
have handling to suit thermalling requirements
and performance that can only be described as
sixth generation. (as suggested last Wings/
— Ed) They described their Alien breakthrough
as "'the biggest jump in performance that Hiway
have ever seen”.

(1 O

The next Glider Which report will be on the
large Typhoon “S” and it is hoped to have
a look at the Lightning Il and the latest Migic
Comet very soon. A comprehensive report on
the production Alien will follow in due course.

by Bob Harrison

fliers the chance to see

for such masters as Pepe

b
Love at st flight

A new editor has been
appointed to the
association's magazine,

Flight Line. He is
Norman Burr, a
freelance journalist

specialising in the
engineering field with an
apprenticeship in
aircraft.

Feter Lovegrove will
act as the magazine's
technical editor.
Norman — who replaces
Nick Regan after a full
selection process — lives
near Lancaster and his
phone no. is 0468-21166.

Towing
contest?

A call for next vear's
British Open to be a tow-
launch  contest was
made by British team
flier Tony Hughes at the
BHGA annual conference.

“We can actually get
hang gliding to where
the people are," he said.
"“There is an awful lot
of sponsor potential we
can get through towing."
* More AGM reports

neaxt month.

this year's American
Cup in the Yorkshire

Dales in June.

Taking part in the most
prestigious competition
ever held in Britain will
be six-strong teams from
Britain, the USA, France,

Canada, Brazil, and
Switzerland.
The joint BHGA

competitions committee/
Dales Hang Gliding Club
organisation team has
worked hard securing site
agreements and has opted
for a competition head-
guarters  within easy
reach of the major cities
of Leeds and Bradford.

The decision to base the
comp. at Grassington,
near Skipton, marks a
break with the tradition
established at League
meetings and last year's
Bleriot Cup of staying at
Hawes, in Wensleydale, in
the shadow of some of the
area’s prime sites.

Sites for various wind
directions have yet to be
finalised for the comp. —
from June 12-20 — which
will open with a big party
for the host Dales Club.

While the comp. will
hopefully give British

Lopes in action, the Dales
Club stresses that flying
in competition week will
be restricted to compet-
itors and would-be spec-
tators are asked to avoid
temptation by leaving
their gliders at home!

At the time of writing
it was not yet clear
whether American ace
Rich Pfeiffer would be
coming as dates clash
with the US Regionals.

Britain must  start
favourites to wrest the
Cup from the Americans
who have held it since the
comp. was last flown two
years ago in Tennessee,
with likely captain Robert
Bailey and others flying
on their "home ground’.

The event marks the
first occasion the United
States has funded a team

to go abroad from its own

resources.
British selection will be

based on pilots’ perfor-
mance in the first two
Leagues, the Foster's
Draught British Open and
the Bleriot Cup in France.

Former British team
coach Brian Milton is still
in the running to do the
coach’'s job for the
Americans.

Please note NEW editorial phone no. — Leeds 451897

WINGS! editor Stan Abbott got a surprise
when this Valentine's card popped through
the door... not only was it several days
late and signed by a total stranger called
Pat — it was also extremely rude!

Who could this rather forward lady be?
The answer came in the accompanying
letter which came to light a little later...
Iphew!). It was from one Peter Bowden
from Felixstowe, explaining the card had
been sent by his wife.

It included a challenge to publish the
verse inside... “"Dare you print it?" it asked.

Answer “nol” Suffice to say it uses a
number of hang gliding terms in a rather
differant context.

But there's a curious twist — the writing
on the card and the writing in the letter
are almost identical. Who's kidding whom?
Or is this just a shameful attempt to en-
courage Wings! to sink again to smut
and profanity?

Jenny for France?

SELECTION of the British team to defend
the Bleriot Cup in France next month will
take place soon.

This fifth Anglo-French clash will be at
Lachens from May 10-15 and will consist
mainly of cross-country tasks round a two-
pylon circuit.

Expected to travel with the British team
is top woman pilot Jenny Ganderton who
will fly against France's Caroline de
Glanville in & move to boost her com-
petition experience.
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Shanklin Festival and
Foster’s Draught
British Hang GlidingOpen | = "/

SUPPLEMENT STARTS HERE

It's the ‘microwghts’!

TWO years ago, Shanklin hoteliers
foresaw difficult times ahead, so
began to develop the Shanklin
Festival.

The Isle of Wight hang gliding Club was
also looking for local backing to establish
hang gliding as a responsible sport and
help secure its flying sites.

Out of these aims the 1981 event — the
Shanklin Festival and National Hang Gliding
and Microlight Rally was born.

The rally attracted 150 pilots and on May
Day Bank Holiday some 2530,000 people
attended, despite unseasonally poor
waather.

Treasure

This year’s festival also includes a major
mirolight aircraft rally as well as the Foster's
Draught British Hang Gliding Open.

The main programme will involve cross-

country navigational tasks and, to make it
all a bit light-hearted, there will be aerial
treasure hunts where pilots will have to
land, collect clues and take-off again to the
naxt point.

Thera will also be a "kidnap” scene at
Eagnhndga airport where swashbuckling
aviators will fly in and rescue the hapless
victim.

The most challenging task facing pilots
will be a circumnavigation of the Isle of
Wight.

Other attractions at the rally, which will
be based at Sandown Airport from April
30 to May 3, include the “bombing” of
Shanklin pier with water bombs, crop-
spraying, and parachute deployment.

There will be about £600 worth of prizes
to be won. Rally organiser is Pate Scott,
whose number is (0983 71) 2334, and the
number of Sandown Airport is Sandown
4-0!':;"]25 Mr. Don Ellis is the airport con-
troller.

THE National Cross-Country
League got off to a flying
start with the March hot spell

and some steady north-
westerlies  throughout the
country.

And already there's a familiar look
to the League table, with Robert Bailey
snatching top spot with 40.5 miles
from Carlton Bank to Pocklington
(all under one cloud in 2% hours!)

There's been exciting flying at
Devil's Dyke, too, but not all the best
distances have been logged with XC
League organiser Dave Harrison.

The same goes for the Welsh XC
League, in which Mike Tomlinson is
leading with a 43.7 mile total after
three flights.

Wings! can only feature these other
leagues extensively when space
permits, and encourages everyone to
submit their entries to the National
League if they want to see their
name in print.

For the record, Michael Carnet leads
the Devil's Dyke league, with 30.3
Km his best distance. Mike Tomlinson
is top of the Welsh League with a
total of 43.7 miles in three flights.

Top club in the National League is
the Dales, with 95.4 miles. The
Southern Club has and Pennine
49,

Send entries to Dave Harrison, 96
Shelfield Lane, MNorden, Rochdale,
Lancs. Tel. 0706-53755.

Include the following —

* 6-fig OS5 map references of take-
off and landing (include prefix letters)

* Name, address and phone numbers
of take-off and landing witnesses

* Approximate distance

* Details of restricted
circumnavigated

All entries must be sent within ONE
MONTH of the flight.

airspace

Look who's
top of
the stack!

National XC League

Placings at March 24
All distances in miles

POS. NAME CLUB st 2nd 3rd Total
1 R BAILEY DALES 149 405 — 654
2 MICHAEL CARNET SOUTHERN 189 116 119 424
3 PETER ROBINSON WESSEX 234 168 - 402
4  MIKE TOMLINSON S.W. WALES 260 125 — 385
5 JIM BROWN DALES %4 -  — 254
6  RICHARD IDDON PENNINE 20 - - 20
7 D.J. BLUETT SOUTHERN 196 — - 198
8  JOHN HUDSON PENNINE 185 - - 185
k- BOB HARRISON DALES M8 - — 1486
10 JOHN BOWMAN NORTH YORKS 145 — — 145
11 LES PALLENT PEAK 137 - - 137
12 MARC ASQUITH MERCIAN M6 - — 116
13 JOHN NORTH PENNINE 85 — — 95
14 TOM WARREN S5.W. WALES 1.2 - - 712
15 MARTIN PINGEL S.E. WALES 66 - — 66
16 ROB HOBBS S.W. WALES 2 - - a2}
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We have the
challenges

by Mike MacMillan

THE Island has long been known for
it's easy cliff flying — the perfect
place for the budding pilot One to
launch off for his first soaring flight.

The rounded hill at Compton gradually falls
off into a 200" vertical cliff that catches the
lightest south-westerly breeze, building a lift
band large enough for anyone to fly,

Rounded hills make flying the ridges a com-
paritavely easy affair — so where's the challenge
for some of the World's top pilots at the
Foster’'s British Open?

The increased performance of today’'s gliders
has transformed the potential of our “little”
sites. Not so long ago, East Afton, a two-mile
200 ft. spine facing north, was a challenge
to soar. The breeze always seemed fitful
and somewhat turbulent, the lift spasmodic and
unreliable,

It was usual to see more gliders clustered
in the landing field below than soaring the
ndge.

The turbulence has proved a boon. The
valley out front is a natural thermal basin and
local flyers now regularly climb out to 2000ft
a.t.o. IN FRONT of the hill. There's a good
reason for this — the sea is only half-a-
mile behind.

Andy Wilson gained 4,000ft while waiting
for the sea breeze front to roll in from the
sea, and take him to Dover. It didn't mater-
lalise that day — but if often does.

Unstable south-westerly winds always raise
the blood pressure for the workers at Airwave
Gliders. The lift band at some sites extends
high enough to put one within reach of the
gently sucking clouds as they roll by.

The Island’'s greatest challenge is the cross-
country flight that will lift pilot and glider
northwards across the Solent to the riches of
a long distance flight on the mainland.

It can be done, but with difficulty. The
airspace to the north is dotted with the
Bournemouth and Southampton A.T.Z. and
oneé has to reach sufficient altitude in order
to cross the Solent safely.

| found myself circling in a nice thermal
half-a-mile out across the Solent at 2,000ft,
the make-or-break point.

If | had gone with it and lost the thermal
in the following 5 minutes, | would have been
a very wet pilot. | flew forward to the Island
and landed at Norris castle.

Old sites can now be more fully utilised
and new sites are being opened up. For the
competition we will be setting courses that
hitherto have never been flown. They should
test every skill of an accomplished hang glider
pilot, from the 20 mile out-and-return "‘Black-
gang” run, to the ten mile fixed goal cross-
country task across the Island. Given the
weather, we can provide the challenges.

Full guide to tasks on page 20
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Ist prize

Who's who in the Fost

— £7,000...

2nd prize — £500 ...3rd

WELCOME to the Foster's Draught British
Hang Gliding Open. And if you've just bought
this magazine for the first time, welcome
to the sport of hang gliding.

This first Foster's Open is also the first time we

have seen a hang gliding competition in this country
backed with really substantial prize money.

Just what com ng pilots
towards that £1 crock of gold
you cam find out overleaf.

Competition hang gliding is by
no means a new thing and in
this country the most important
framework is the British League
systam.

This year sees five League
meatings in which the top 50 or
so pilots compete against each
other oves three or four days
at a variety of venues.

The British League is arguably
the most testing competition
format in the world and it
provides our compatition organ-
isers, headed by Derek Evans,
with the ideal means of selection
for the British team...the team
which won for us the World
Championship last autumn.

You will also find mantion of
tha MNational Cross Country
League. This is an ever-changing
record of the pilots who have
done the year's best cross-country
distances.

Placings run according to the
sum of a pilot's best three dis-
tances.

Huib ALBERS...irom Holland. (Full
info on this contestant missing
in post and not available at time
of going to press.)

Robert BAILEY .. Perhaps the
best-known name in British hang
ghding, Robert — who admits to
being 33 — has captained his
country several times, most notably
in last year's World Championships
in Japan where Britain came out
top.

He retained the National Cross
Country League championship last
year, making him the only pilot to
hold the trophy, and has finished
in the top ten every year in the
British League, with two seconds
to his name. He runs a hang
gliding and microlight aviation
school in Leeds and is a member of
the Yorkshire Dales Hang Gliding
Club, Britain's biggest.

He was British cross country
distance record holder in 1977, 78
and 79. He will be flying an
Airwave Comet, built here on the
Isle of Wight, in the Foster's Open.

David BEDDING ...A 47-vear-old
civil servant, David is better known
for his hang gliding efforts “'behind
the scenes” than in competition
flying, although he has in the past
represented Weales in the Celtic
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have to do navigate their way

nations cup.

He is a tireless worker for hang
gliding as the British Hang Gliding
Association’s national sites
representative who helps secure for
us the right to take off and land.

He lives in Buckinghamshire and
flies a Welsh-built Hiway Demon.

Travor BIRKBECK ...Lives in
Ripon, North Yorkshire, and Is
another prominent member of the
prestigious Dales club.

He is renowned as a flier with
“a lot of bottle” and has twice
flown for his country against France
in the Blériot Cup. His glider is a
British-built Solar Wings Typhoon.

David Brixton ...From Guildford,
David, 26, is a member of the
South Coast-based Sky Surfers
club who flies an Airwave Comet,

David BRYANT ... from Forton,
Lancashire, David, 27, notched a
43-mile cross-country flight on his
Solar Wings Typhoon last year.

Ralph BYGOTT ...26-year-old hang
gliding instructor from Horncastle
in Lincolnshire. Ralph's best
distance is 28 miles and he'll
be flying the rather rare Gyr glider

from Yorkshire's Gold Marque
Sports.
Michaal CARNET .. French-borm

Michael came to this country three
years ago and settled in Brighton
where he is a hang gliding
instructor and one of the country’s
leading competition pilots —
although just 21, he finished
seventh in the British League and
fifth in the Cross-Country League
last year. He flies an Airwave
Comet.

Johnny CARR . .great flying
buddy of Michael Carnet, Johnny,
from Burgess Hill, Sussex, is the
reigning British League champion
and flew for Britain's World
Championship team in Japan last
year.

Among his recent best achieve-
ments have been a 50-mile flight in
windless conditions to take the
cross country title at the British
Hang Gliding Association’s
Clubman's Mere event in Wiltshire
last year and a flight of more than
30 miles along the South Downs
from Devil's Dyke, Sussex, to
Harting, near Portsmouth.

He flies an Airwave Comet.

Donny CARSON .. .this 28-year-old
relative newcomer to competition
flying could justifiably claim to be
Britain's most dedicated pilot
..flying in the National League
last year saw him travelling
thousands of miles from his home
town of Inverness. But he was
rewarded for his efforts by taking
first place at the League final in
Merthyr Tydfil to finish 215t overall
on his Comat. He has been
Scottish Open and Open Distance
champion for the last two years.

Rory CARTER ...One of a number
of local fliers in the Open, Rory is
director of Airwave Gliders who
manufacture the Comet (now called
Magic) which was the most
successful competition glider in
Britain last year. He is 32 and lives
at Gumnard, IloW, where the
Airwave factory is. He was the
first flier to soar at Shanklin and
to fly from Compton to St.
Catherine's.

Keith COCKROFT . .30, from
Halifax, and one of Britain's most
experienced and accomplished
pilots. As well as being a former
national training officer, he has
some remarkable cross country
achievements under his belt that
have been notched in all cormers
of the world.

He is one of the select band to
have flown more than 100 miles —
104 in Owens Valley, California —
and has also done 50 miles in
Spain and B0 in France. He has
reached a staggering 20,750 ft
altitude in California.

Mike COLLIS ...is a flier of
many years' standing, having
finished second and third

respectively in the rigid wing class
World Championships in 1975 and
77 respectively. He lives in Gosport
and flies a Sigma glider,

Robert CLOSE-SMITH
Water Stratiord, Bucks.
year-old former League pilot is
making his comeback {{s]
competition flying after dropping
out in 1979 through injury. He
flies a Typhoon.

...from
This 45-

Lester CRUSE .. this long-standing
League pilot has some impressive
results to his credit having twice
won individual League contests and
finished second in the Spanish
Nationals and the Coupe Icare in
France.

He is 32 and has taken part in
several international competitions.
He flies a Typhoon.

lan CURRER ...Hang gliding
instructor from Bridlington in York-
shire, his best competition achieve-
ment to date was to come second
in the Scottish Open in 1979. He
will be flying a Gold Marque Gyr
or Marauder.

:
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Graham DEEGAN .. another local
boy, from Cowes. He is a sail-
maker who has seen seven years
flying as far afield as New Zealand

and the USA. He is 27 and flies
a Comet,

Ted DE JONG...a Southern Hang
Gliding Club  member, from
Surbiton, Surrey.

Roland DELEZ ..another of

Brighton's expatriate hang gliding
community, Roland is a student
and flies a Swiss Rithner Piranna.

Heinz DORLER...31, from the
Austrian Tirol region, he was
European champion in 1977,
Austrian champion in 1979 and
fourth in the 1979 World Champ-
ionships.

He hopes to be flying the very
impressive Hiway Alien.
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— £50... five other prizes of £25 Cfu-b team prize = £700.
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mission of the Sunday Times.

BSCOLL ...31-year-old

~ newcomer, from
png 3 Comet.

EMAN .. .one of the
=! characters and

= of the fittest fliers
me, 26, from Morpeth,
i, was in the British
Sonship-winning team
¢ = Northumbrna club
and  cross  country
- He flies a Typhoon.

BDERTON .. .24-vear-

Women's League
the competition’s first
@r, Jenny is a wvery
sot who is rapidily
wide competition
=he i5s a geophysicist
London., She flies

Steve GOAD . 35-year-old from
Crawley. He was first in the 1975
Swiss Nationals and now flies a
Comet.

Brian GODDEN .. from Rickmans-
worth, Herts, 28-year-old Brian flies
a Comet.

Paul HAINES .. a 34-year-old sail-
maker from Cowes, loW, he flies
a Comet.

Bob HARRISON .. .29-year-old
national Training Officer, Bob is
renowned for his cross-country
flying, his longest flight being 50
miles from Nappa Scar in Wensley-
dale, Yorkshire to Hadrian’'s Wall.
He has flown three times for Britain
and this week he is the man
choosen to fly the Foster's Draught
customised Solar Wings Typhoon.

Peter HARVEY . .a pilot with a
rare distinction to his name — he
has been attacked in mid-air by an
angry eagle and even had the scars
o prove it. That happened at
California’s famous Olwens Vallay
last summer. Peter, 23, from
Milton Keynes, has flown 67 miles
“out-and-return” at Owens Valley
and will be on the new Hiway
Alien at the Open.

Graham HOBSON .. .one of the
leading names in the sport, Graham
missed an entire League meeting
last year but still nearly took the
championship, being robbed of the
chance when he damaged his glider
hitting trees at the final at Merthyr,
Graham was in the British World
Championship team in Japan last
year. His best cross-country
distance is 30 miles and he flies a
French-built La Mouette Azur,

Hans HOLZMANN...27 - year
old Austrian national champion. He
will be flying the Firebird CX, an
unusual glider which has carbon
fibre struts instead of wire rigging.

Eddie HORSFIELD . 47, from
Thornton Heath, Surrey, Eddie has
taken a number of impressive aerial
photographs from hang gliders.
He'll be flying either a Southdown
Lightning or a Typhoon.

Philip HUDDLESTON ...21-year-
old airframe fitter from Cowes,
flying an Airwave Magic.

Tony HUGHES ... Another member
of Britain's World Championship-
winning team, Tony runs a hang
gliding school at Hungerford and
lives at Marlborough, Wiltshire, He
is 27 and his best cross-country
distance is 46 miles which he flew
to claim the 1880 best distance
from Carlton Bank, North
Yorkshira,
He flies a Comat,

Len HULL ...a member of the
Sheffield hang gliding club, Len
joined the British League last year
and finished 34th. He 15 co-
developer of the Skymaster
lifesaving parachute system, is 35,
and expects to be flying a Comet
at the Open.

Chris JOHNSON .. .a test pilot
for Hiway hang gliders at their
Tredegar, Gwent, factory, and one
of the first to fly the new Alien.

Colin LARK .. _34-year-old Colin
has travelled widely on his hang
gliding career but on his home
patch in the Avon Club he holds
site cross country records of 41
miles, 34 miles and 26 miles at
Ubley, Frocester and Selsey. He
was fourth in the 1980 Cross-
Country League and sixth last year
and flies a Demon.

Turn to p33

Tony Hughes

Jenny Ganderton

e E .

Graham Slater

Johnny Carr

Ronnie Freeman
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Foster's Open—guide to

STOP PRESS

Team for Bleriot

(see page 15) is

R. Harrison (capt.)
Sylvester, Carnet,
Carson, Brown (J),
Freeman, Hargreaves,
Heynolds, Wilson,
Manager is Goad.
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Malvern Hills

A ““delicate situation'’ has
arisen and all non-Malvern Club
members must contact one of
the following before flying any
Malvern site: Tony Jones, Mal-
vern 55674, Ken Shale, Malvern
66325 (work 62499 (home):
John Bevan, Spetchley 4200.
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1st 4 Places \
in British Team
1981 World

Championships

Airwave Gliders Limited, Unit 2,
Three Gates Industrial Estate,

Three Gates Road, Cowes,

Isle of Wight PO31 7UT

Telephone Cowes (0983) 296042




flying

tasks

COMPETITION director Derek Evans and his team have
designed a series of flying tasks to test the skill of
some of Britain and Europe’s top pilots in the Foster's

Draught Open.

The tasks are all easy to understand and watch and you can

follow them on the map opposite.

Not quite so simple is the scoring
system in some tasks which is
designed to make maximum
allowance for differing conditions
between “pools” of pilots.

In fact, the BHGA is extremely
grateful to the Apple company who
have loaned us the use of an Apple
computer and the appropriate
programmes each evening of the
comp. and for two hours each
afternoon.,

That way, we'll have an up-to-
the-minute record of how the field
lies,

The idea of the pool system is
toc match pilots into heats of
generally similar ability.

Given ideal weather, the
competition field will be cut to 50
after five or six days, to 30 after
another one or two days, and to 20
for the final day's flying.

These are the tasks to be flown,
subject to varying wind and weather
conditions.

Cross Country

The task is for the pilot to fly
in the fastest possible time to a goal.
There are different landing zones
at varying distances from take-off
—the more distant the zone in
which you land, the more points
YOu score,

This task will be flown from
Afton Down, Brighstone Down,
Stenbury Down or St. Catherine's
Down, if available.

Blackgang Run

This is a beautifully simple task
which involves flying in the fastest
possible time thé ten miles from
Compton Chine to St. Catherine's
Lighthouse, or there and back,
depending on conditions. The pilot
must then land on a target to
achieve extra points.

The Luccomber

This task is similar to the Blackgang
Run and involves the seven miles
from Luccombe to 'St. Catherine's
Lighthousa.

The Needles

A similar coastal “race” task,
this time involving rounding two
pylons on a four-mile course above
Alum Bay.

Derek Evans

The Pier Run

The aim here is to make the
fastest time round to two pylons
on a run from Nansen Hill to
Sandown Pier. In this task it is
still possible to make points even
if only one pylon is rounded.

It is a dramatic task which
involves pilots soaring the hotels
on the sea front at Shanklin.

The pylon task

This can be flown from Afton
Down, Blackgang Chine, Brighstone
Down, Compton Down, Culver
Down, Stenbury Down or St.
Catherine’s Down, if available.

The aim will be to fly a course
round a series of pylons, with
scoring similar to that in the Pier

Run.
L0 0O

Ensuring fair play in the tasks
will be Chief Marshal Mike Mac-
Millan and his team and the
stewards and appeals jury, consis-

ting of BHGA President Ann
Welch, Vice-chairman  Reggie
Spooner, John Nielan, chairman

Roy Hill and treasurer Percy Moss.

Pylons consist of a "“T" shape
in orange Day-glo and marshals
check the pylon has been rounded
correctly by means of a mirror
and plumbline at the cross of the
"T", before waving a flag to signal
the pilot,

Crash landings wipe out a pilot's
landing score.

There will be a notice board at
the competition HQ, Channel View
Hotel, Shanklin, which details latest
scores each evening and the site
being flown each day. Secretary
of the event is our Principal
Executive Officer, Barry Blore.

»SAFELY ')y WITH THE
OLDEST SCHOOL IN THEU.K.

Group discount No waiting

available. Ring today

fly tomorrow

PEAK HANG GLIDING LTD,
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Fly with S Coll
d ?” ang Sgﬁdm% e
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.. THEN TETHERED
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HOPE ROAD, SHANKLIN.

Official Briefing Room for
the Shanklin Festival/Foster's
Draught British Open Hang
Gliding Championships.

* OASIS BAR *
* BASKET MEALS AVAILABLE
LATE EVENING *

TELEPHONE SHANKLIN 2309
Tourist

@ Information

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES have besn
@stablished by the South Wighl and Medina Borough
Louncils and the Isie of Wight Tounst Board 1o provide you
with enformation and assistance io el you drscover ancd
anjoy all ihal i 1sie of Wight has io oller

Whan you are planning a kabiday, phone or wiie o The

Iske of Wighi Tourst Board inflormation Cendre in MiFwpor I
for details of 1he 1ownist amendes, places of interas) and
accommodabon For a copy of the annual guwde please
send S0p

When travelling on holiday or business call in at the
Tourest Infarmabon Cenires in the towns YOU 3re visting
The infarmiation and adwien thal the friendty s1al will give
you will REsD youw b @Oy your visil S0 much mons

t NEWPORT 21 Hsgh Streat Tel 524343
15k o Wighd Tourist Buoarns

* AYDE Westermn Gardens Tel 62905
L e R T+ il |

I SANDOWN Esplanade Tel 403086
i M Waghl Bowepag b 0 smi

I SHANKLIN High Sireet Ted 2942
+=3uih Wagki Baicaas! HUM

" VENTHODR High Stresl Tol B53625
Lol WY g B S Lt

" YARMOUTH  Ouay Road Tel 760015
indis OF Wiighd T ot B

T A paar Eduter I October

bsbie hit

TOURIST BOARD

21 High Street NEWPQORT
Tel: 524343

Shanklin Festival Events

Air

The Red Arows, Aerial displays
Hang gliding, microlights,

Beach and Water

Peter Stuyvesant Water Sports Gala,
Shanklin Sailing Club, Shanklin Wind-
surfing, Hovercraft, Trade Boat Ex-
hibition, Shanklin Rowing Club,
l.a. W, Tin Bath Race,

Esplanade

Horse-drawn  charabanc, Wight
Bowmen display, Men of Wight
Morris  Dancers, Medina Marching
Band, Custom Car Ciub, Keystone
Kips, Shanklin Fire Service display.

Pier Exhibition

National Trust, Lo.W. Society,
Council for the Protection of Rural
England, |.0.W. Tourist Board, RNLI,
Woaorld Ship Society, NSPCC, W.I.,
I t Ovder of Foresters,
Church of England Childrens Society,
Leukemia Ressarch Society, LoJW.
County Archaslogical Committes,
County Archives, Alders Floral Crafy,
Vidoo show [Continuous)
UPSTAIRS: Peter Coombs painting
exhibition including pictures 1o be
auctonad on Monday May 3, by
Strve Ross M.P

Car Park

Trade margques, HR.AF. static
display, Traction engine, Mary Rosa,
Gipsy caravan, Bamel organ, Boat(s),

Hang gliders, Microlights, Vectis
Cycling Club, Peter Stwuyvesant
Special Events Unit, Hovercraft,

Sand sailing boat.

Theatre: Pier (Wet waathar options
dayisma)

Fims: Isle of Wight film, BNLI
shide show, Woarld Ship Sociaty Film,
Vectarama Audio Visual,

Sunday p.m. Teaguas Organ
Concert (all proceeds to LDC)

Evening
entertainment

Friday April 23

Fisherman's Cottage Club, Esplanada,
Shanklin, Spasm Band 3-1am,

Saturday

Antigues  Fair 11 am-11pm
Antigues Roadshow, 7.30pm-11pm,
Channal View Hotel, Shanklin. Disco
a1 tha Redcliffe Bars, Spm. o 12.30am

Live entertainmant, Beacon Bar,
Cliff Tops Hoted, Shankiin,

Sunday

Hang Gliders’ Disco, Channel View
Hotal, Shanklin,

Monday

Beachcombar Bar, Shanklin Horel,
Disco 8-1am.

Tuesday

Fisherman's Coftage Club, with
Spasm Band 8-1am. (This avening s
sponsored by Pater Stuyvesant).

Wednesday

Fat Fraddy's, Heavy Rock Band,

Shanklin Pier, 8-12pm.

Live Entartainment, Hollkers Hotel,

Old Village, Shanklin 8-1am
Disco, Plough & Bareycom,
Shanklin, B-12pm,

Thursday

Live Group at the Clarendon Hotel,
Shanklin, 9-1am,

Disco, Keats Inn, Shanklin 3-1am

Folk Night, Shankiin Pier B-12pm

Shanklin Festival, Civic Reception,
Ciff Tops Hotel, followed by music

and dancing to Glenairs Duo, Beacon
Bar.

Disco, Shankkin Pier B-12pm.

Saturday

Dancing, Channel View
Ballrcom and Beacon Bar.

LoW. Youth Orchestra, Shanklin
Piar,

Redcliffe Bars, Disco 9-12,30am.

Sunday

Closing Ceremaony and prize giving,
otc, Foster's Draught Brtish Hang

Ghiding Open Champsonship, followed
by doncing at Channal View Hotal

Shankkin.
Monday

Shanklin Festival, Final dance and
Grand Draw with Barber Shop
Chorus at Shanklin Hotel, 3-1am.

Live Group, Clarendon Hotal,
Shanklm 9-1am.

Tuesday

Fisharman's Cottage Club, Live
Band and Food 9-1am.

* Full Festival details in
the official programmea.

Horal

TUDOR LOUNGE BAR

OPEN 12-3:7-11
FOR A RELAXING ATMOSPHERE

WITH BACKGROUND MUSIC BAR
MEALS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

THE KING'S BAR

FOR THE BEST IN LIVE MUSIC
OPEN 9-1 THURSDAY 29th APRIL
& MONDAY 3rd MAY
(Hang Gliders’ Evening) AND
FRIDAY & SATURDAYS

AVIATION LTD.

*
*
* FLYING HOLIDAYS
* DUAL INSTRUCTIOI

-_-u-..-'-__':_r'l_-. “ g

L
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HANG GLIDING COURSES £20 PER DAY
MICROLIGHT COURSES £40 PER DAY
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FLY FOR FUN!




Confusion, but threat

lifted at Dunstable

BEDFORDSHIRE County Council has dropped plans
to appeal against the acquittal by magistrates of
three hang glider pilots charged with flying in

breach of local bye-laws
at Dunstable Downs.

The decision, writes National
Sites officer DAVID BEDDING
was thanks largely to lobbying
by Chris Ellison, of Dunstable
Hang Gliding Club, and went
against the council’'s own
Policy and Resources
Committee.

Despite the decision, the
council has erected “*“No Hang
Gliding'' notices in what is seen
as a move to avoid any legal
liability for any acecidents.

David writes: "'Chris went to
work contacting those who
would take the decision — not
easy when you realise that a
ratepayers’' action group was
bombarding councillors with
views on the rates that would
be set at the meeting for the
coming year! The decision on
hang gliding was a very minor
maltter late on the agenda of
what promised to be a long
meeting.

“Coun. R. Upchurch found
time to listen to Chris, and
absorbed the essential facts.
Although he has no involvement
with hang gliding, he responded
to responsible representations.

“"He opposed the recommen-
dation of the powerful policy
and resources sub-committee
and the Full Council supported
him.

“Clubs have worked hard to
protect and enhance our take-
off and landing areas this year.
At the moment 1 feel Chris
Ellison is top of the &5ites
League!"

Despite the notices, Dunstable
Downs ARE being flown,
subject to these strict guidelines
from Dunstable Chairman,
TERRY PRENDERGAST:

The fact that Dunstable
Downs have been re-opened
does NOT mean that the szite
ig no longer a sensifive one.

We still have to arrive at
proper working agreements
with Bedfordshire Council and
London Gliding Club, not to
mention the farmer of the
bottom landing field.

It is vital that our visitors,
possibly without realising it, do
not do anything to upsel our
delicate situation.

Secondly, the site has not
suddenly become “free for all”.
Although we have won £300 in
costs, the legal costs to our-
selves and the BHG A in defen-
ding our and your rights on the

Downs have been about £1,500
so far. It may not all be over
yel.

* To enable DHGC to make
the mosl of ils present sirong
negotiating position with the
county council it is essential
that ALL hang gliding pilots
flying from the Downs are
current BHGA members.

* To counter LGC's main stated
argument against hang gliding,
which sees uncontrolled hang
gliding as a threat to air safety,
it is essential that DHGC is
seen to be in control of ALL
hang gliding activity on the
Downs. On flyable weekends
and holidays, a DHGC Sile
Marshal is present on the
Dowms.

Vigiting flyers must first sign
on with the 8. M. before rigging
up. The S.M. will decide the
number permitted in the air at
any time according to
condifions and will advise
visitors on how to keep clear
of the LGC circuil and landing
pattierns.

Midweek visitors must first
contact Terry Prendergast
Steeple Claydon (029673%) B033
or Alan Lane (Luton 598433)
to ensure that an acting S.M.
is available.

* In order to y the farmer
and support the fighting fund,
all visitors who fly will be
charged £1 for a day (or f£2
for seven days) for temporary
DHGO membership.

* To assist in the conlinuing
negotiations with the farmer at
the bottom, visitors are
requested to land as close to
the base of the hill as possible,
and to leave the crop by the
shortest route.

s Finally, in order to avoid
aggravation from the police, do
not park in the “unofficial lay-
by’ near the bowl: if using it
atl your oun risk to unload or
reload your kite, please clear
the area as soon. as reasonably
possible to make room for
others to unload. Park in the
car park.

In conclusion: Dunstable
Downs are great! Ample free
parking at top. Refreshments
available at weekends. Plently
to see. Bring your spouse and
kids for some free fresh air and
ETETCISE. Or send them Lo
nearby Whipsnade Zoo while
you enjoy your flying. See you
soon!.

Please note NEW editorial phone no. — Leeds 451891

- WY -
~alio, alla, allo... | have reason 1o believe you were intanding to fly your hang ghidar
in a prohibited placa...
Could scanes liks this — captured by Alan Symes at Dunstable — bagome the norm?

Picturad is Dunstabla Club pilot Steve O'Catlahan and a “fiying squad™ officer

Fight, fight, fight!
t i C

Flashback to November Wings! and the day "The Law"™
stapped in at Dunstable

SKYSPORTS

Hang Gliding School
Abergavenny

Based in the heart of some of the best
hang gliding country in Britain.

2, 4 or 5 day pilot 1 courses, intermediate
and advanced instruction.

Glider Hire, Glider Sales. For every glider
purchased from us we include :(—

1. A free two day course

2. Repair and test fly, at cost of parts
only, for a period of six months

Head Office:

SKYSPORTS . Lightwater . Surrey
Tel: Bagshot (0276) 73226




The big, brave
conversation

stopper and
“The Void"

- B B party you can stopthe

by Philip Pask

Corieeraatian ..

WHEN the Pilot 1 certificate drops
through the letter box you know
you've made it — from now on
when you go to a party you
can stop the conversation with |
hang glide, actually.”

The purchase of an “intermediate” hang
glider quickly complements your new
status, and just as quickly you find out
that in the hang gliding pecking order you
ara a very small chick indeed.

This period between Pilot 1 and gaining
sufficient experience to soar prone, | have
christened “The Void” as you are at your
most vulnerable and also at a loss as to
what to do next.

The next move is to join the local club
where your enthusiasm may not always be
matched by that of the membership — to
them you are an awkward, unpredictable
and potentially dangerous unknown. You
may have joined the club, but you are still
quite definately not “in"".

Hours in the air are the only way to
conquer the void, slowly and surely building
up your experience and knowledge. Study
your club’s site guide and ask a club
official if you are not sure of anything
in it.

It will seem that everything is against
you, the wind too strong, or in the wrong
direction, no bottom landings when you
need them most, and advice only available
if you ask.

This is a time for patience, determination,
and always asking advice. Get your advice
from a reliable source and make sure it
applies to seated flying — remember your
performance is limited in comparison with
a glider flown prone.

It's tempting to go off on your own to
fly a less crowded site when the more
experienced pilots are hogging the lift, but
don't be tempted — fly the right site but
get there earlier, or in the week when it's
not so busy.

As | write I'm in the middle of my own
particular void, but I'm improving all the
time. | managed to soar for the first
time recently — 12 minutes in the air

— the end of the void is in sight!
r o e v v e e o o e e o e e o e e e e e e e e e
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IN early May a friend and | were
very involved in motor cycle road
racing and our sole aim in life seemed
to be how to achieve the ultimate
in performance of our 750cc Nortons
— until that Saturday morning in May.

Just chatting, waiting for the next race Alan,
an electronics engineer, shot across to his van
as though he had taken short, and returned with
some American magazine that reported that a
man had flown without the aid of anything
other than what appeared to be a kite.

Alan said: "It looks great, shall we find out
more about it?"”

This merely confirmed my suspicions — he
was a boffin nearing the insane but as we had
always been keen on flying we decided to make
enquiries.

Following some research, we came up with the
name of Len Gabriels who lived at Rochdale.
The next Saturday we called to see Len, who
had evidently built one of these flying machines,
only to be told that he “was on the hill".
We eventually found Len portraying “the Pied
Piper” at the top of this conical hill, his wing
fluttering in the slight breeze. We became
more and more excited the closer we came.

Len welcomed us and proceeded to explain
how to fly it and then said, after about four
minutes, who's first then? | thought it was time
for me to step in before my insane pal accepted
the offer.

| explained to Len that we didn't know
anything about these kites and that we had
just come down to try and learn a little about
how they fly, to which Len replied: “I've told
you all there is to know, you just have to try
it now.

I'll show you how easy it is.” He lifted the big
wing and charged off down the hill in amongst
about 100 excited kids and “‘eureka,” it lifted,

the kids were shouting and screaming and Len
set the wing in a superb glide to the bottom.

your turn!’

The Early Days

Another in our
occasional series
that takes a
look back to our
roots

Within minutes the children had carried the kite
to the top and Len said: ““What could be simpler
simpler — who's first?"

By this time, | realized that the excitement
was getting the better of Alan as he turned
to me and asked if | was going first? |
replied that | would only go if he went first!

Alan, all fingers and thumbs, fastened himself
in and after a final briefing from Len ran down
the hill and yes, became airborne. | realized
at this point that there was no turning back
for me. Alan had a super glide, although
somewhat less steady than our instructor — more
a variation between full speed and stall all the

way down,
| L] L]

Alan returned to the summit, followed by the
infantile slaves with the kite. Beaming all
over his face, he said: “We'll have to build
one."’

Less than confident, | strapped myself in,
and before too much thought entered my head
| rushed towards the edge of the hill, and with
that magnificent feeling of flying as soon as
my feet left the ground | FROZE SOLID. Len
shouted: “Pull the barl” | did — the speed
increased, Len said: “Ease it out’ My flight
resulted in about eight stalls culminated by a
“controlled crash”. Nothing broken apart from
Len's seat. We had been initiated, without
really trying — we only went to see one!

Back at Len's we got some plans from him,
and as kits were not available then, we scoured
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Pictures —
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* Bottomm — High jinks
on Roseberry Topping, a

conical hill that no-one
flies any more.
* Left — Cor! what a

long way down...

* Right — Alan Kitching
is the wireman, Stewart
is the man behind the

trials helmet.
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the country to try and get the aircraft quality
alloy tube that was needed.

In about two weeks we had all the tubing
and brackets complete, but the big job was
the sail — we had to stitch the ripstop nylon
into a shape resembling the frame. A friend
of mine had a sewing machine which we borrowed
and sewed the sail in my father's greenhouse.

After about three weeks we set off for Carliton
Bank, followed by droves of interested parties
ranging from concerned parents to budding
aeronauts to medical practitioners wishing to see
how much the human frame could stand.

We decided to spin up for who went first
— | lost, so had to go. The heart started
to thump harder as | was strapped in, so without
too much delay, and to the shouts of “‘good
luck” | ran towards the edge of the hill like
a lemming, still not airborne.

| continued to run down the hill. It was at
this point that we realised that if there wasn't
a breeze up the hill, British standard bandy
legs were not an adequate source of propulsion
in order to achieve the necessary speed for take-
off — this resulted in the nose plate hitting
the ground when finally the glider was going
faster than | could. (In the early days, we were
not without our problems as it was trial and
error, which proved expensive, time-consuming
and very painful).

As can be appreciated by most novice hang
glider pilots, an abortive take off such as this
results in two bent A-frame sides and two
extremely painful shoulders which link one pair
of bruised biceps to the machine. As soon
as the nose touched the bracken, the human
ballast was catapulted through the A-frame only
to be arrested a split second later by the hamess.

After two or three dozen flights we finally

had the hang of gliding down, sometimes up to
one mile, much to the amazement of the
interrupted fell walkers who decided to wait to
see history repeat istelf as in the old movies,
As we progressed to the stage of soaring with
our rather basic kite which did not boast a
king post, we discovered possibly the greatest
danger we were ever to encounter: ADVICE
from all those bystanders who had never seen
a hang glider before but instinctively knew all
about them, coupled with all the specialist
meteorologists who could only have been from
the Civil Aviation Authority {or so it sounded).

L] O O

Yes, you've guessed it, we took the advice,

Alan and | thought the wind was too strong,
but convinced by the experts, Alan reluctantly
strapped in and after about two paces when our
(helpers) let go, the machine shot skywards for
about ten feet swung around and landed inverted
in a gorse bush with Alan hung over the control
bar like a drunken octopus.

At this stage we became more confident in
our own decisions, and about a week later we
had the first soaring flight with ACTUAL LIFT
The wind seemed quite strong so we transported
the glider to the top of Easby Hill, as the wind
was directly on to the face. We had realised
that this was far from a high perfornamce
glider and to obtain any lift at all we figured
we needed approx 40 mph wind. | strapped
in and with three gleeful helpers psyched myself
up. The wind seemed ok, although the sail
was flapping an awful lot, | pushed the bar away
a little and shouted “right””, the glider shot
into the sky as though it had been tethered on
springs. | went up to about 300ft which seemed
like eternity. Mild panic started to set in when

-

| realized that | had all my weight forward and
the glider was still climbing. | even pointed
my toes to try to achieve that extra weight shift.
Oh for steel toe caps!

| drifted towards a wood at the right hand side
of the hill and with both hands pulling on the
left hand A-frame side, gradually the flying
machine started to respond. Once out over the
crest of the hill the glider started to descend
and in one more controlled crash my feet wera
back on terra firma.

From this first flight with lift, which incidently
we have on film for posterity, we progressed
steadily for about two years. The road racing
was becoming increasingly demanding on our
time so we decided to allow a few years for
technology to improve both the safety and per-
formance of hang gliders.

Later when | first flew again with the help of
Dick Christon, from the North Yorkshire Sailwing
Club, | could not believe the strides that had
been made in performance in such a relatively
short time — long may it continue.,

i '-_ v ”,.r“,_f- :
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THERMAL INSULATED ONE-PIECE OVERSUIT

(WARMTH WITHOUT BULK)

¥ “Thinsulate” Thermal Insulation - A new concept in thermal
insulation from the 3M Co., which provides almost twice the
warmth of similar thicknesses of competitive materials
including Down and Fibrefills.

* Lightweight - weighs only 480zs and provides maximum warmth
and freedom of movement.

¥ Fully opening design - SIMPLY ZIP IT ON - ZIP IT OFF.

¥ Constructed of P.U. coated nylon outer, “Thinsulate” insulation
and polyester lining. (also available in proofed polycotton outer if
preferred). Two pockets with deep velcro secured overflaps.

M Extensively tested in extreme conditions.
ﬂ" Washable.

<X Lightweight unlined suit in same style available in heavily proofed
polycotton weight approx 21 ozs.

COLOURS:- Navy Blue with white trim. Royal Blue with white trim.
Red with white trim. Olive with matching trim.
(Alternative trim colours available by special order).

SIZES:- Mens Small approximately 34 - 36", Medium
approximately 38 - 40", Large approximately 42 - 44",
Ladies Small approximately 32 - 34", Medium 36 -
38".

AVAILABLE FROM:-

ESSEX
Stratos Aviation Ltd. Straight Road, Lexden, Colchester. Telephone: 0206 67478.

LANCASHIRE
Mainair Sports, Shawclough Road, Rochdale Telephone: 0706 55131.

LONDON
Goodman Sports Lid., 75 Chaseside, Southgate, London, N.14 5BU. Telephone: 01 886 B505
Harrods, Knightsbridge, London, SW1X 7XL (Dept. “"Olympic Way".) Telephone. 01 730 1234

SUSSEX
Ultra Sports, 12A Upper Hamilton Road, Brighton Telephone: 0273 501946 and 079 156 526.

WALES

Outdoor Pursuits Equipment & Leisure Clothing, 22 New Road, Crickhowell, Powys, 5. Wales.
Telephone: 0873 810018,

YORKSHIRE
Hornet Microlights, Bankfoot Mills, Wibsey Bank, Bankfoot, Bradiord BD6 3JU. Telephone: 0274 308642.
Windsports Centre, Wombleton Aerodrome, Kirbymoorside, York, YO6 5RY. Telephone: 0653 7184.

Suits available only from appointed stockists:-

Technical and general enquiries to:-
O-Zee Leisure Ltd., 30a, Alexandra Street, Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS1 1BU.
Telephone: 0702 353069. Telex: 995608




This year’s British hang gliding competition season opened this, Easter,
weekend with the first League at Long Mynd.

Here ALAN METCALFE

looks at competition flying through the eyes of the willing dogsbodly...

CONFESS/IONS

OF A

MARSHAL

Ffe Pemd Fed Bie awrir
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AN open invitation for marshals for the
second league competition last year was
thrown out by Jm Brown. With free
packed lunches and a bit of petrol money
for bait | decided to give it a try.

The little | knew about the League was from the
pages of Wings!, which seems to consist of tabled
results from tasks, and the running league positions,
as they change throughout the season. | went,
mainly out of cunosity as to what the League was
all about, and also to see just what the fifth
generation gliders were cabable of.

We arrived at Cringle Moor, North Yorkshire,
to find it shrouded in mist. John Fennel
was organising a sweep on the Derby for

+ o gy QLT B

May saw the league in the lakes.

Pictures
Alan Metcalfe
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Bill Lehan

The this was that one or twoO near misses were

BHGA funds, while John Hudson was using
his sales pitch demonstrating how to set up a
barograph from a calibration chart. This proved
a bit too complicated for some of his potential

customers,
HpERN

When the mist finally cleared, | was given
the job of climbing up to the top of Cringle
Moor to run the pylon for the first task, The
first batch of fliers were the top six from
the previous year.

Balley and Co. made easy work of the
height gain part of the task. Each having got
the flag for height, threw the bar straight
out for a steep tight bank to run round for
the home run. Once round, the bar was
rammed down to the knees as they screamed
like a bat out of hell to the finish. | was
acstatic for the rest of the day just watching the
amount of speed these new glider were capable
of.

The second day saw me pottering round to
Hasty Bank in my little yellow Mini, to set up
a pylon at the end of a ridge run. | sat
for what seemed ages, wrapped up like a well
lagged Mr. Michelin, waiting for the task to
start.
a glider was sent down to check all was
ready. When the task did get under way,
the quality of pilot skill was amazing. When
the top group arrived at my end of the ridge,
the wind had dropped off just enough to
demand intense scratching skills.

With only the top 50ft being clear of trees,
the air turned blue as six frustrated pilots
fought to gain the last 30ft. of height to take
the flag for the home run.

Because the radio was not working |

first day was declared open XC as waell-
formed cloud streets were generated out in the
valley. Unfortunately, the side of the Hhill
we were on was in the shade and it was only
in mid-afternoon when the sun came round
onto the face, that things started to move.
Once the thermals came through, kites started
to take off in large batches. The outcome of

seen, as someone had forgotten to declare
left-hand 360s only.

The second day the heavens opened, so the
day was spent in the club house of a local
caravan site. The competitions committee
decided to hold a meeting in the middle of

turn page...

“"What's he got, what's it do...?"" — the great League crib




yvear: Johnny Carr is the biggest wind-up mer-
chant in the league! The pre-task wind-up
is an absolute scream to watch.

At the Pennine league in one heat, Tony
Hughes was lined-up first at the take-off, in
front of Bob Calvert. With only a couple of
minutes to launch, Tony parked his glider
tail-down to screen him from the view of
the pilots behind him. He quickly stripped off
his flying suit, pullover and jeans to reveal a
skin tight tee-shirt and shorts combination
{similar to a Victorian bathing suit). With his
“ten seconds to take-off'’ called, Tony lowered
the nose of his glider and launched leaving
behind a panicking Bob Calvert trying to strip
off his drag-inducing clothes within the thirty

&4, seconds allowed between take-offs!

Queueing for take-off

three pool tables from which the occasional
ball took to the air. Space Invader, Cosmic
Attack and pin ball machines continually
whizzed, banged and pinged; two table tennis
games were in progress along with a juke
box. Just for added chaos, paper areoplanes
from some of the pilots’ kids did little to aid
the meeting.

Day three was a complete contrast, being
dry and warm. The task set was to take
off from the left-hand spur of the bowl-
shaped site, out to a pylon in the valley floor,
back up to a pylon on the right-hand spur,
then across the bowl to round my pylon well
back up the hill directly behind the take-off
which was also the finishing gate.

All seemed to go well untii Len Hull
approached on his Sealander. He seemed to be
getting lower, the nearer he came, but |
thought, “they have to be good pilots to be
in the League''., The next thing was | had
to dive flat on my stomach to avoid being
hit, and was concerned to feel his bottom
bar brush my backside as he landed less
than a yard away from me!

MNo apology, just an "Er, what happens now?"
This seemed to mark an open season on me
as a target! Graham Slater rounded me quite
close on a blue Demon, and turning my back
on him thinking he was on his way, was
promptly walloped on the head by his wing
tip. Andrew Wilson tried to dive-bomb me
throwing me flat on my back, and Natalie
§ Wilson, not to be out-done, tried the same
trick, landing only yards away from me.

The Dales League meet only required
marshalls on the third day. | was once again
pylon marshal, this time out in the valley, and
saw a few bottom land after failing to climb
back up the ridge to the top. Keith Reynolds
flew past and told me to stand up as he
wanted to hit me!

| was beginning to have suspicions as to
whether there was a private contest on as to
who could knock me flat the most times.

The League Final was in South Wales a week
after Mere, and was an 11th hour organisation
job, this time for Chris Johnson.

The first day was planned as a ridge run
with myself as an end marker at the turn point,
stood at the foot of the ridge below the tree
line. The league leaders heat seemed to catch
the worst of the inconsistent conditions forcing
some to land out, among them Graham Hobson
who, in trying to clear the tree line caught a
downdraught, which spun him into an uncom-
fortable landing among the pine trees. A quick
shout to him revealed he was okay and |
called Derek Evans on the radio for someone
with a saw.

Saturday saw better conditions with tasks
set to provide XC options. At the “do"
in the evening the beer mat frisbee break out
was not in fact started by Audrey Evans as
once suggested but by a certain current BHGA
Training Officer. They can get a bit rowdy
these League pilots after a couple of shandies!

Sunday saw a classic last task of the day,
to decide the final league positions. A ridge
run was set with me at the far end las
usual!l which, | might add, involved sitting
through the downpour of three cu-nimbs before
it was all over. The final heat had to run
the ridge three times.

The first time they came along, they looked
like a fleet of hunchbacks from Notre-Dame,
loaded up with ballast. They were all cutting
it fine at the turn point.

The old master Rob Bailey had the best
technique of turning slightly before the pylon
and drifting over the line facing the return
direction.

A warning to newcomers to the league this

So what does 1982 hold in store? Para-
chutes are now a standard requirement,
because some pilots were deliberately flying
without one to cut down drag, to the dis-
advantage of the more safety-conscious fliers.

Drag is definitely out.  Michael Carnet
started the quest for low drag, with uprights,
king post and tail fairings, along with a smooth
plastic-coated prone harmess with wires
replacing the webbing straps.

Tony Hughes had a short back and sides
hair cut, shaved off his moustache and flew
in the thinnest skin-tight suit I've ever seen.
He has even talked of trying to get hold of
a special ski helmet with a faired back (as
seen on a well-known razor advert)

Double surface is certainly on the increase.
This obviously means an increase in glider
weight and the league “'caddie” will become a
commeon sight. Bob Calvert started the idea
with an assistant to help carry his glider,
equipment and ballast, at the last couple of
competition meets. | have been approached
to caddie by a couple of pilots — the idea is
certainly appealing with petrol and accommo-
dation paid for and with a chance for me to
concentrate more on photogaphy than
marshalling, it appears to be a cheap way of
attending the league meeting.

So if you hear the appeal for marshals
at your local club meetings, do volunteer. The
competitions are both entertaining and instruc-
tional with a chance to see just how the top
pilots perform on the state-of-the-art super
ships.

—Scottish Ope—

DETAILS will be finalised socon for
this year's Scottish Open, but for those
who like to be organised well in
advance, please note:

Dates: Friday 26 — Sunday 27 June

Place: Glenshee area

Accommodation: camping, B&B and
hotels available; information will be
provided to entrants.

Entry requirements: P2 or Instructor/
Observer — backed evidence of P2
standard.

Limits: maximum 50 contestants, P2
will gain preference if more than 50
apply. Otherwise, first 50 taken.

Fees: £8, but £6 for Scottish Federation

members (This does NOT include

chairlift tickets.)

Contact: Bob Dunthorn, Margarettia
Cottage, South Esplanade West,
Torry, Aberdeen. (0224) B77899,

The flying, as before, will be cross-
country if conditions allow. Trophies
will be awarded for the top compet-
ition pilot, top Scottish pilot and
longest flight.

This is an increasingly popular
competition, so you are advised to
apply early to make sure of a place.
Anyone who would like to watch the
competition and assist as a marshal
should contact Bob Dunthorn.



Simple : Advanced : Fast : Effective!

SKYMASTER

The FAST operung EFFECTIVE Parachute
parachute system. Single action HE’ED'J"I'IT
Oeploymand  with low  albitecpe 5?31'"1
capability & sensible smk rake

Sphishcal cempiises. Sn dia ey Wirdabe

@

lunclion in any altilude, bdeal for XC jor coping wah

e digdided crographic) A&lsa excallent lor use in
thie ciie 7,76,
. Landing drogue parachides Zero porosity. B ines
Eﬁd\fﬂﬂlﬂ. EB5 ono {Audio/ visual), Giat il DOWH! £12.50
wroiman = T |
cocoon HARNESS, Gft-Gh Ihundedsd vancmeiers High spec, superbily made

dims. £30 ono. Tel. Whitchurch {Avon)
HI3964 (Ron) evenings.

FRENCH ©COMNMNECTIONS. For
those seeking eoxitra performance
Tested to 3,500 Ibs. Mylon bushed
Anodised. Aircraft bolts. Universal
htting. £32.50 + £2.00 p&p. 12 York
5t., Cowes Isle of Wight. Tel (0983)
26042,

TRIKING, cross-country or ridge
soanng? You need an ALTIMETER.
Buy the best. The THOMMEN 1,000
and 2000 or the DIPLEX. Phona
Huntingdan 72225,

B |

Accommodation

& Hrnsh £198.00

Depdes aflimators

E22.00

WER 5l
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B=HO00 teal Ideal for B car 100

Tkg back up Dops'soln back up keops mado bo
langth Bslram 4400 s Tiresa r||:||J||||J1‘ ‘MECOpieas
EWBIQING sorace, galvanised stainkasg

Roarspengrs. Have you nienesid yours lelply T Or do
Al yoaif lilE of 1ha dreaded stoel anes™ We
sl e Deasl alhoy KrabDs available. Auted, stamped &
oW -galed lor only T2.99 cach, or 5 loe £12 50

ADVENTURE SPORTS EQUIPMENT
127 Wath Aoad, Mexborough, South Yorks

{UY08) 583235

stalk.
— E£107.

240° meter — £168.

indicator.

ARBEE INSTRUMENTS.

Self zeroing Audio/Visual Vario mounted on a
Audio on up and down (different tones)

As above but fitted with Diplex altimeter and

AS.L 5 to 55 mph with settable stall warning
_ Can be supplied fitted to either of the
above instruments or for direct fitting — £87.

All prices include P&P. SAE for further infor
mation. Arbee Developments, 18 Stephens Crescent
Horndon on the Hill, Standord le Hope, Essex.

ADVERTISING rates on the classified
pages are as follows:

Members' small ads are 12p a word, minimum

charge $2.440.
minimum charge £3.50.
classification.

Small boxed ads, £1 extra. Full display ads are
£1.40 per column centimetre on these pages or
elsewhere in the magazine.

Minimum 4cm, maximum 25cm and unlike
small ads need not be prepaid. Send your
intended layout and we will typeset it for you.

Spot colour — just 20 per cent extra on any ad.

Small business ads are 15p a word,
FPlease specily required

All small ads should be sent to Sylvia Howard,
Commercial Editor Wings!, 4 Somerwood,
Rodington, near Shrewsbury, Salop.

For your own salety, il you are purchasing a secondband glider,

d
SAUNDERS HOTEL||[ sooxs
FRESHWATER BAY = ISLE OF WIGHT Pc:g:g Sﬂdiggacr gzg
OFFER IO% REBUCT'ONS ﬁ;n. Wings! or ask for
OURING ISLAND Cantiiton G
Edinburgh.

HANG GLIDING WEEK
30 APRIL - 4+ MAY

TELEPHONE: FRESHWATER (STD 0983) 752322

HEADLANDS HOTEL Beach Rd.,
Woolscomba. Under new ownership.
Walcomes hang glidars  [with
required gualifications] to fiy Waool-
acombe & Putsborough Waest &
MNortharly wind sites. Write or phone
Wollacomba 8r0320 for brochure,
Reg & Pat Stone.

FLY IN THE ISLAND. 100 vyards
to the sea, lwned garden, sun and
TV, lounge, licensed. Use of
workshop for the pilot. Phone or
writé for brochure. Keith Brettell,
Saundars Hoted, Coastguard Lane,
Frashwater Bay, lsle of Wight, PO40
SaX. Tel: 0983 752322 Pany
bookings, children and pets welcoma
Any day, any stay,

MAGNOLIA HOUSE, 27 Dyke Rd.,
Brighton BN1 SAE (East Sussax) on
ring road AZ3 o London. Small,
slact (3 star] hotel at budgat prices,
located 10 munutes by car 1o
Devil's Dvke and the saa front. Easy
wree parking. (Town map E4). Tel:
0273 52144,

DRAGON HOTEL  Crickhowall,
central for all South Walas bast
soaring sites. Already popular with
hang glider pilots. Tel: 0873 810362,

HANG-GLIDE IN AUSTRIA,
KITZBUHEL. Famous centra for
hang-gliding. School and factory

neartry, run by Christian Steinbach,
tormer world chamption,  Fully fur-
mshed chalet apartments to et
Situated on sun-drenched plateau
with spectacular wviews. Sleeps 4,
Only 1% hours drive from Munich.
Telephone Bagshot 73262 or Bally-
waler 388,

-

Miscellaneous

MOBILE accommodation Toyota,
Mewlander, ex. cond. Glider rack,
£3.100 ono, Complete cine outfit,
Everything you need + camera
mount. £150 Lewes 77183,

031-334-6356 - evenings. | |

see i test flown, test fly il and inspect it thoroughly for
damuge or wear Lo erilicl parts. I in dowibl, seck  wdyvics
from the Club safely (ificer,

| | ]

T.SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS

High quality shirts printed
with your own design! I

Phone: Poynings(079 156)236

|

- Graphic 2000

GET ORGANI

Wings'
S Iplane & Gliding
Popular Flying

£700
FOR
TWO

INC
P&P

ALL DETAILS

Mmpair Sparis Ligd
Shawrelough Hochdale
Tel (006 55111

MAGAZINE BINDERS

Suitabe for such magarines as
| ﬂl'.-:.l'lll'.l' HI

H'lrl 1 L“l;hl%
Fliaht
_FH""'-F._H
.,—'—"'_'_'_'_

A

EACHBINDERHOLDS 12
A4 SIZE MAGAZINES
NEAT TRANSPARENT
SPINE POCKET HOLDS

Telex BIRF] MATY

SED!

- A
. _ Sky Bird
w_Stunter
Klte Still at 1981 prices. Controls and line included
f0in wis brightly coloured panels - only £4.60
3 7H w/s - only £5.70, 8t wis - only £7.30
e Add S0plorp & p
Refund if not satisfied
Cheque or p.o. lo;

SKYBIRD KITES, 8 CHEQUERS RD.,
MAMNCHESTER M21 10Y

"SRy " Looew F L TR

LpnPammagtel "Sinodwy ' amy B Coreeosl

anihly

Lancs

MAINAIR MART. Send

fist of hundreds of s/h glidars,

urils, instruments  eic,
SPORTS

Please note NEW editorial phone no. — Leeds 4571891

5.8.0. for

MAINAIR l

WINDCRAFT Co. 13 Worcester
Terrace, Clifton, Bristol 8. 0272
730242, Agents for HIWAY and
SOLAR WINGS, FLIGHT DESIGNS
parachutes with keviar Hnes, 4.5bs,
£195. HUMMINGBIRD varias, £100.
AIRSTREAM hamess, 57 50 Rigging
rapairs, saddies, bolts atc. POWER
DEPT. HIWAY DEMON 180 +
AVON monopole trike, ROBIN 250¢cc
fully sormed E£1,100 (will split). For
ightwasghts, DEMON 160 + HIWAY
skytrike 180, £B00. 2 gallon light-
waight fuel tanks, incl Bre, bulb and
snap connector, £25. Constantly
changng stock ol good power units
and gliders.

TRIKE FOR SALE, now large Solar
Storm with Hiway Skytrike, only 1
hours tast fiying. Price to include
mstrument  stalk, winter A.5.1,
altimater; absolutely perfect. £1,350
aond. Tel London 01 722 TRES.

Medium SEALANDER, mult-colours
including trike, has flown but requires
angina modifications, Wil split. £900
Ring Cowes 291652,

DEM'EI'H 18/ Skyirke, red/whita
sal, excellent conditon, & months
ald, £1,500, Wil split. Contact John
Tramer, Mewry, N, Irelpnd, 5345,

Tha B.M.AA, is the Association for
all seripusly minded MICROFLIGHT
AVIATORS. Dur magazing FLIGHT
LINE is full of the latest information
For further details, pleasa sand 5.a.m.
io Secretary, B.M.AA., M Church
Hill, Ironbridgae, Talford, Shropshina.

160ce TRIKE UNIT to fit Supar
Scorp or similar, £250 B. Bar L£16
Phone lan, 0202 BS9ET7E, evenings.
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CLASSIFIED*

Glider market

VORTEX 120. 2 years old. Large
A-frama, prone and seated rigging.
Plus soated hamess, £300 ono, Phone
Wickford (03744) 4542 after Tpr,

SIGMA FLOATER 175 Red and gold
sail, 18 months od, very fittle air-
tme, incleding harmess, immaculate
condition, sull bagpnner - mterrmedkate.
£300 ono, Telephone Eastbourna
(03231 763240 anytimea.

ATLAS (16} medium, dark red doubla
surface and tips, rest owhite, A
baautiful wing in v.g.c. £540. Contact
Nick, Harlow 30810,

CIRRUS V B. Excellent condition.
Complate with prone harmess and
spares, Rigged for seated and prone,
Can deliver. E250 ono. Lhangston
33082,

TYPHOON 165, Low airtime. 2 small
patches on sail (never pranged]. Must
sell, , Bargain £550. Martin (0253
BE122 [officel.

SMALL STORM — Supar lightwasghi.
Suit pilot under 11% stona. Excallant
condivon. Low ainime. £390 ono.
Phone: Kay Simpson (04621 52103
EETHNgS.

SUPER SCORPION B. G.c. with bag
B now Hhway prong harmess. ldeal
first ghder. £300. Phone lan 0202
BISEN,

SKYHOOK SUNSPOT ll'nadiurp!.
Good condition, complate th
Hiway prone hamess. £200 ono. Tal:
Sittingbourna (0795 T0163.

SIGMA 12M. Double surface. As
nessy, £360. Lewes TT1ET,

SUNSPOT (mediuml. Seated hamess,
Ideal first kite. Must sall, only E175
ono. Ken, 061 428 0771, ext. 267
[otfical.

MAGIC COMET 185, naarly new,
suparh  performance, E£750. Also
GRYPHON 1680, good condition,
£160. Phone Paul Haimes, Coweas
(R3] 231652,

CHERDKEE, medium, good condil-
ion. Orange and blue sail; excellent
fiyer; mainly flown at Milk Hill, £380
one. Tel: Whitchurch [Avon) B33064
[Ron] evenings.

ATLAS condition.
Super colours. £475, MIDAS E. Red/
White. Spares/harness. Good glider
for P1. £120, 0707 51883,

GRYPHON IIl. Braakdown modsl,
Seldom flown therefore as new, £200
Phone Bleadon 812726,

HIWAY SPECTRUM mk 1l ilargel.
O owner, multicolour sai, mce
flyer, B bar, seated harmess. E250
Pate Robarts, Pann 5784 (Bucks).

MIDAS SUPER E. exceptionally good
condition, classic Midas penetration
and soaring, ncludes prone harmess,
Must sall to afford Windsurfer, E200,
Aydashury 27648,

VORTEX 120, Red, yollow, Excellent
condition. Mever prangéd, with prone
saated harness. Stored in York, £330,
Talaphones Nartingham ZB7327.

Madium CHERDKEE. Soars as wall
as a double surface machine, and is
rmuch easier 1o handle. £375. Tel;
Adam Jefferson on Parkstone 733114
oxt 57 during weekday office hours.

MIDAS SUPER E. Immaculate
condition. Red/white sail. E£1680,

GRYPHON, wery good condition.
£175. Bradford on Avon, Wiks, 5231,

ATLAS 16. Good condition. Light
blue sail with black double surface.
Phona Dave on Barkhamsted 74858
to discuss test flight. E475. ono.

VOATEX 124 Excellent conditon,
£370. Also new  saated Mm

168. Excellent

availabla, Phona 01 683
evening fweakand,

MIDAS E. Warm colours. £125 onao.

PHOENIX V1 E75 ono. c/o Julian
Wright, Talford 504382,
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HONEST TJ BARGAINS - Typhoons,
choice of two (mediums) E650, £600.
Tripacar  280ce, ¥.g.C. ,
Moonraker 78, £175, Standard, £50.
Trewvor Birkbeck: Ripon 5580,

185 COMET Absolutely immaculate.
£766 ono. 6 months odd, Brian Godden
01 636 5121. White and red. Fully
R,

SAFARI SEYHOODK. Low hours,
MNever bant. Preformed battens, tniple
deflexors, Blue and white, Suit beg-
inmer inbermisdiate, £250 ara,
Oakham 56659,

LARGE SUNSPOT. ideal P1 machir
sound condition, heavy duty soll;
saated harness, £210. Phone Steve,
OETT-23572 (M. Yorks.)

SIMON MURPHY

is sole agent in the South
West for Airwave's Magic
COMET, the fantastic
SKYMASTER parachute
system, Graham Slater's
TRI-PACER trikes and
the range of altimeters
from DIPLEX.

| take part exchanges,
which ensures an ever-
changing stock:-
Windhaven 24' F£150 —
Advanced Air 24' £150 —
Bennett 26' £100 — Magic
Comet 1656 £825 — New
| Comet, List price -—
Cyclone 165 Mk1 £1756 —
Cyclone 165 Mk11 E350.
SIMON MURPHY,
TURF HOUSE, LUPPIT
HONITON, DEVON.
LUPPIT 685.

Tha Peak School of

offers axpert tuition on 274 day
courses 1o BHGA Certificata lavel
at the right pricel Phone Burton
(0283) 43879 or write, 65c Barry
Hedge Lane, Winshil, Burton on
Trent, Staffs.

SUSSEX COLLEGE OF HANG
GLIDING, 180 Queens Ad., Brighton
Teaching, Prone and top l[anding.
Power too (on proper airfields.)
Spares, repairs and sales. F.L.A.C.
Hiway, Lightning, Sigma 12 metres,
£350, Lightweight Mini Floater, £575.
GYR Marauder Super Scomps (2 wir-
tually new at £600) etc. 55C Wanted
part-ex.

Sits vac.

— Peak Hang—
Gliding Ltd

Agants wanted throughout LK.
Applicants should be expananced
pilats, who can deliver a talk

fluently and respresent hang
gliding in @ responsible manner.
Remunaration on results. Each
agent will be expected 1o attend
a short induction course at Leek,
Mo teaching required but will ba
expacted o provide for students
ini his area. Contact Peak Hang
Gliding Ltd., 4 Abbey Units,
Macclesfield Rd., Leed, Staffs.
Tl 0538383659,

INSTRUCTOR Fully gqualsfied
istructor required, aged 21-35, at
London Centre of British Hang
Gliding School. Also woulkd take
courses fo our Walsh base évery
manth, possibility of similar coursas
mpnce or twice 8 year to French Alps.
Contact; Derek Bopd, [Tel: Biggin
Hill 73296,

Schools

HUNGERFORD
HANG GLIDING
CENTRE

2/4/5 day courses run
by winning World
Championship Team
Member, Tony Hughes.
Ideally situated on A4, 4
miles from M4, Junction
14, in beautiful Wiltshire
countryside. Superb
grassy slopes. Small
classes. Friendly atmos-
phere. Send stamp for
colour brochure to
HUNGERFORD HANG
GLIDING CENTRE,
Wolf Hall Manor,
Burbage, Marlborough,
Wiltshire. Open 7 days a
week,

Bailey's Yorkshire Hang
Gliding and Microlight
Centre

Hang gliding courses —
Dual trike microhight
COUrses—
Thermalling and cross-
country cCourses in
beautiful Yorkshire
|Details — 2 Denton Avenue,
Leeds 8. Tel. 662518

WANTED. INSTRUCTORS.
Phease contact Jim Bowyer, Hiway
Flight Services Lid., (873 811256
{after & 30pm)

QUALIFIED INSTRUCTOR required
for suimmeas aeason at HUNGERFORD
HANG GLIDING CENTRE.
Accommodation provided., Salary
negouable, Please apply in writing
to: Hungerford Hang Gliding Centra,
Wolf Hall Manor, Burbage,
Marlborough, Wiltshire

Wanted

ATLAS WANTED. 13si
requirés nice machineg with low
airtima. Phone Harold on 021 743
72568 evenings.

pilot

Lost & found

GLIDER STOLEN
Light blue/white
Typhoon (T881237)

from Peterhead after
35 miles by owner
Jes Flynn. Any info
to Lanbryde 2342,

Robert Bailey — fourth in the
lllawarra International in New
South Wales — finds that when
in Australia one should do what
the Aussies do......

‘OK Cobber,
Don't fly
anywhere’

ARRIVE Sydney airport pale-faced
and untanned, where I'm met by

Bill Moyes.

Real service......fantastic

after three days on the plane.

Rob De Groot has just done 156 miles
cross country, but it's “hush hush...... don’t

let Big Brother know.” We soon see why

Day goes on...Steve Moyes tells me about the Depart-

ment of Transport being real
tight about flying.

I'm pretty hooked on
micro-flying here in Britain
and telling them what fan-
tatic fun it is, but Phil
Matthewson tells me there's
just no way at all you could
fly a trike in Sydney.

We have some coastal
flying on the first day at
Stanwell Park — incredible
place with B600ft. escarp-
ment, the site for the comp.

L O L

| have the chance to fly
down the length of it —
really good, though a bit
tricky. Like a Rhosilli with
mile-wide gaps and it comes
back inland at points.
Although it's on the coast,
it thermals very well, The
sun in Australia is straight
up in the sky and some
really punchy stuff comes
out of the gullies.

The next day is when |
have my little encounter!
All  these big distances
being done, we decide to
drive down to Canberra to
try and do some distance
flying from a place called
Pig Hill,

Get up early in the morn-
ing. Jeff Scott, Steve
Moyes, Tim, WNick and
myself take turmns driving
down the bumpy road. Get
to take-off and suss out the
air maps. Local instructor
Tim clues as to
where the thermals might
be and which way not to
go — into the forest back
inland.

by Robert Bailey

Steve also points out air-
space 20 miles out from
Canberra and  6,000ft.
ceailing.

Steve's off first but goes
down and misses out. Jeff
goes and catches one — a
real cracker.. punchy small
one.

| follow him off and miss

that but catch one low
down and I'm able to get it
back up — really good

to be flying in hot air again.
| circle back and decide to
head off cross country —
it's only 2 o'clock so it
seems a good idea.

One hour later (to cut a
long story short] after
getting down low and up
again over scrubland and
really enjoying it, | see this
jet coming over the Blue
Mountains to my right. |
think I'd better let him see
me, so | do a couple of
circles.

He comes on and looks
like he's on the approach
to Canberra and he goes on
about a mile away at my
height (about 6,000ft.] and
joins the Canberra circuit.

Little do | know whether
he's seen me, nor whether
he's panicked or never seen
another aircraft in the sky,
because Australia is so big
and quiet.

| don't know the answer,
but he obviously informs air
traffic control at Canberra
who in turn pick me up on
their radar and inform the
local police they reckon I'm
in their airspace.
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Who's who continued...
Mike de GLANVILLE .. .35year- Gert van SPYKER...24-year-old
old full-time flier from the Alpes hang gliding instructor from
Maritimes, 'Fram:a. He is one of Amsterdam, more famous for its
the world's top fliers, being tulips than mountains... The Dutch
European Class Il (rigid wing) went to Austria for their champion-
champion in 1980, French national ships last year and Gert came
champion r|n the same year and second. He has notched four hours
. runner-u i '
Tricky top landing approach at Stanwell Park, lllawarra. best Frgncﬁstd?sﬂtg:{ce Hgf dl‘lctliﬂt:m gﬂgﬂ;;n:nilb?ﬁgs tQEFEaﬁE:Itbﬁﬁtas}.aa:
The monument is to box-kite flyer Laurence Hargrave and (67 miles) last year and has flown Mouette X-ray
:rl::uhlitrist&ﬂﬁ in the foreground is a replica of one of his more than B0 miles in the USA. -
Helmut <21 -year ol .

Meanwhile | fly on, bliss- who wanglﬁsfr::E?:mmﬁ;Ln?;a1Pﬂg hme:ﬁh F:Lﬁ-,ﬂszﬁljrlﬁmr %3??13;;:1;?::
fully unaware of the frenzied and a member of the Austrian Eaitg ghe EUES near Leeds and is
activity going on below, for | national team. an Llf : '

: ; p-and-coming cross country
another hour and six He claims the world “out-and- pilot. He flies a Comet
thE‘Fkr:;ilsll i e B | I:Ilta]tﬁurn" cross country record of ' )
| m km. He will be flying the latest

o e o Nt W Wy e 00, STI .o, i, o
place called Tharwa, fiying amazingly-named Duck. record holder after flying 83.39
oW over ‘npical. outhack miles from Wensleydale, Yorkshire.
country looking for David LOXLEY...25-year-old tp Hawick in the Scottish Borders
kangaroos on the way member of MNorthampton Hang | ; : |
dowr. but gl san-sas & i ! ' ast Apnl, an achievement for which

’ in see Gliding Club, flying a Flexiform ha was awarded the BHGA
kookaburras — quite fitting Sealander, the first modern glider president’s Troph
really, because straight to feature a “bhird-like'" tail incor- i Lo '
sy . Police Bike: arfives bt ol He is also the only pilot to have
st high speed. porated in the wing. gained the FA| Silver Medal entirely

I'm greeted with “Don't John MEREDITH ...25-year-old ﬁédi':mﬁ”iﬂﬁﬁfd :;sts::tézmhéigﬁ
go anywhere Cobber!” | Local pilots Steve Gilmour Joiae Vvings: smployes — - hell be gain and duration, all on that
point out thfall | cagtirﬁw& and Ricky Duncan, first and flying a Typhoon "S". record breaking flight. He is a
seging it's flat an nee ird i :

3 h|]|g e jump off. He third in the comp. Jl}hn FENDHY is a 2’4‘?Eﬂf'ﬂ!d i?:ﬂgf&:;—fﬂ#dﬁﬂp?l’ J;I'"II“ nwurher and
doesn’'t get the joke and Lﬂ\;ﬂll'ﬂllgh:' arrﬁ_raflt t:irugderhféum Y ew a 1ypnoon,
starts writing things down. ales where his local south East : ;

Another six motors arrive Wales Club awarded him a cup for ;’rgg_l :rﬁggrEﬂ:IrrI;E:hﬂ- hgg "'r'ﬁ::jg'lg
— vans, I:IDHCE cars — and DutStandlng ﬂﬂhlEUE“‘?Eﬂl .”.I 19&] fﬂur-hnur fli ht on thE‘ D‘Utch
soon a whole posse of after he flew 21 miles in Wave  dunes Hegﬂies a French-built
Police are standing round lift. Last year he flew 53 miles Pacific Wings Vampire
discussing this pilot whao's In France. L
de-rigging his glider. :

it i TN Dave PERRIN ..a 27-yearold Serard T':fd”E"t?”};E---f“é’Jm‘;Q:ﬁ
over for a chat, but | Ealimakgr frqm Hove, Sussex, he champion, Gerard, 28, lives in the
suggest they come to me as flies a Lightning Il from Southdown Haift: S8 redas ijnn Sadd | Te
L";‘sdﬁég‘%ﬂngit”;? tﬁ:;‘ﬁ:ﬂ ; SivAngs, designer of the highly acclaimed
k. & T inas’ higay. 1o 6 Albrecht SCHMID ...28-year-old ;2 Mouerte fuas and fizur designs.
there — it was sunny, | ﬁﬂFr:mDﬂSmﬂ:h GEH‘T‘IEII']‘H’,[ é—i@r ﬂtﬁs '
was in my shorts and flyin a e V and has competed In the ‘
togs and?they e a11l'r SE 1975 World Championships and the g::s:': :rUEtEE s Egmﬂ .I:'WE'
b= 1976 European championships. Viaktrina il pe e

I'd an idea why they were g gt
there — it must hEI'u'E bEEﬂ Jn.h.n SHAHP“LNﬂnhamptu-n Hang Jﬂmﬁﬁ Pﬂtﬂr WHITHE? 2?
the jet. But they wanted Glichingh Gk MEMEEL Wit Ex. yeara from Portsmouth, flies a Comet.
to know how near it was flying experience. He plans to fly ' ]
and what airline. it was and ® Wi the D Wil ks a double-surface Cyclone modificat- John WILKINS ... 33-year-old taxi-
they decided they'd better up the story | PO ol diver and garage owner from
take me down to the police P ¥ Graham SLATER .. Finished third | gade he flies a Comet.
station. to take the Bronze Medal in last '

So, de-rigged, it's down year's World Championships in  golin WILLS .54, from Sutton
to the police station for Japan, a year which also saw g ey flies a L-i.g.htr;ing :
talks, ice cream and coffee. him finish third in the British { :

Eventually they decide League. He lives in Brighton where Andrew WILSON 26-year-old
I'm just a mad Englishman he manufactures power units for captain of the British Team at the
and let me go. They were hang gliders. He is 28. Owens Valley Classic last year
very keen that | didn’t fly . . where he finished sixth. He also
aruund again in AUS”‘E“E. A"HI‘I EMITH ...oneg Uf thlE "FE-EH‘ 5 "Ew fﬂr hlE l.':ﬂ-Llﬂﬂ"r' in Japan

| kept pointing out how newcomers to the British League, g, lives in Southampton and ﬂieé
we fly in Britain — we look thanks in large measure to his Comet. While in the Owens
out for planes, they look successful first non-powered Lo flaw 90 miles ::mss—c:‘.:-untw'
out for us, and the sky is crossing of the Solent last year gg iec 10 a declared goal and
a big place. which helped him to eighth place eached an altitude of 18,400 ft.

But all they would say in the Cross Country League, the :
was Australia is a safe place qualifying competition. He lives in  Natalie WILSON .. 25-year-old
to fly. So safe, nobody Weymouth and is 30 and will New Zealand born sales
flies! Crazyl Anyway, | probably be flying a Comet. representative, she was second in
heard nothing more until a last year's Women's League and
few days later it was in the Mark SOUTHALL .. manufacturer flies a Comet.
papers. | was told it would of the TthE::ﬂn glider, he'll be
be better if it was played flying the “S” (Super) version in Harald ZIMMER ...38-years-old,
down and it would go away the Open. He is a League pilot he was 17th in the 1979 World
quietly. : and back in 1976 he held the British Championships and second in the

Then it all began again in Crossing the gap at Stanwell cross-country record of 12 miles. German championships in the same
the papers when | got Park town is Dick Hqur, He lives in Marlborough, Wiltshire.  year. He flies a Fafnir glider.

Rorme. a former British League pilot.
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Last month's winner

— Jeff Meatcalfe, of Leicester.

Heath, Surrey.
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Unfortunately, | had to go back to Bntain
the following day, and Martin takes up the story.

After leaving Geoff at the Airport, myself
(Martin) and the German flier Karl, set off in
our rented Fiat 133 car, back towards Las Palmas.
We discussed the conditions and after deciding
the wind was moderate northerly, we drove to
Los Colorados, a mere 600" high rock face,
situated at the wvery tip of the Las Palmas
peninsula, facing north into the Atlantic.

The take-off point was 200 yards to the left
of the main ridge and was somewhat lower,
being only a 100" high glorified rubbish dump,
facing the sea. | quickly rigged, and picked
the glider up in anticipation of a very smooth
flight, wind being 12-15mph. | launched and
quickly ascended to about 100" ATO.

The lift was only moderate but very very
smooth, enabling me to view the surrounding
areas with ease. As soon as | levelled off,
with my Hummingbird vario silenced, | decided
to cross the gap to the main 600" high ndge.
This 200 yard dash, which | had previously
been wamed about, was an area of severe
sink, preceded by a large rounded outcrop of
rock, which created a large rotor.

Once on the steep rugged ridge, | climbed
steadily in ultra-smooth ridge lift and peaked out
at 1,300 ASL after about 20 minutes which
| couldn’ 1 believe, being only ridge lift.

The view was very spectacular, looking back
over the ridge at the city of Las Palmas some
two to three miles away. Karl was stll busy
rigging at the take-off point, so after several
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THIS month’s puzzle is mainly cryptic with a liberal sprinkling
As usual the winner will
be the sender of first correct solution picked at random from
all those arriving by the closing date, which — because | shall
be on the Isle of Wight — is Tuesday May 4 (rather later

No.7 by Satan Bottle

The winner will receive £10 credit from Mainair Sports.

You can trace or photocopy the grid, or write out your
solutions clearly if you don’t want to cut up your Wings!

Solutions to Stan Abbott, 72 Hartley Avenue, Leeds LS6 2LP.

Ly
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CLUES
Min sink

6) Confusing, yet a vibrator powers
vour chmb rate guide. It's no
good when it's flat! (5,7)

8] Country journalist returned to
terra firma (6)

(9] Bridget Bardot and you, we
hear, in pig's house are Hiway
trainer (6)

10) Adopts down-under fager! (7)

11) Whirlwind, cyclone, or just a
Solar one (5)

13) Faith is a [little sheep, we
hear (5]

15) A lord in the Honours List?
Earring holder! (7]

17] Crazy vole has rat's head and
taif — they're devoted to each
other (6)

19) So nine in trouble crash land

3) Little Robert comes up above
Russian returning from the Pole.
John and Jim's epic flight ended
here. (7)

4) Approaching head-on over the
ridge, you do it on the right
f4)

5] Headless bird sits on statue.
The thing broke! (2,4)

7) Rob, yet bail re confusion of
cross country champion (6,6)

12) He makes a mistake, we hear.
They maketh a man. (7)

14) Artorney General loses lis head
but has a point, while being
unwilling (6)

16) Fault in wood is not winning (6/

18) Vortex nose in stamped
envelope. You may need lo
do this if you want an Alen!
f4)

4,2)
20) Representative

sticking at it (12}

February Red Funnel comp. winner, Eddie Horsfield, Thornton

Luffing

1) His first one might well be
flying. Pilots adore (8,4)
2) Journalist in short appraisal is

cash advance (6}

STILL WANTED

More crossword compilers...£5 paid per puzzle

provided.

more minutes soaring, | burnt all the height off
and made a top landing near an all weather
football pitch, just behind the take-off area.

Karl took off several minutes later, and told
me of his intentions to fly over the back to
Las Palmas and land on Playa de las Canteras,
the main holiday beach of the city. .

Karl, flying seated, ascended quickly on his
Lancer, as the wind was now slightly fresher.
He too crossed the gulley successfully, and
climbed to about 1,000 ASL. | saw him tumn
downwind and disappear into the distance. |
shortly took off for the second time and again
climbed to over 1000 ASL. Looking across
the Bay, | couldn't see Karl or his glder,
but realising | had plenty of height, | decided
to have a go at reaching some large high-rise
hotel blocks some three miles away at the far
end of the Playa de las Canteras.

| started to cross the town and soon arrived
over a very crowded beach with about 400"
| still could not see Karl or his glider but
decided to press on. Having previosly read in
Glider Rider about soaring skyscraper blocks in
Florida, | decided to fly to a group of hotels
on the edge of the beach frontage, all of which
faced due north. | reckoned the buildings rose
to about 100 or so, and all of them sloped
backwards in large terraces, forming a perfect
concrete ridge.

To my delight, | found them to be well soarable
and flew a quarter-of-a-mile stretch of concrete
about 150° — 200° above the beach. This was
the biggest ego trip on a hang glider | have ever

returns  to
dismissal, perhaps — it means
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Canaries ... continued from page 27

experienced — seeing all the tourists waving
from below, even the local Spanish cops. Flying
low at the far end, | disturbed a hea_qutiful
naked ‘“body” sunbathing in her “private’
apartment! The lift band was small but easily
detected, with my vario, and by staying well in
to the terraces. _

After about half an hour or so soaring over
the Intasun punters, | flew out over the sea
and burnt off height during a couple of 360s
making a nice approach to do a perfect stand-up
landing on the beach, to the applause of a few
hundred people (magicll. 20-30 people
me carry my Storm to the concrete broadwalk
50 | could de-rig. Usual questions were asked:-
“"Where did you come from¢”. “Have you ever
been killed?’ Karl appeared from nowhere and
told me he had lost it, and unfortunately had
to make a not too dignified landing, further up
the beach.

| repeated this performance the next day and
found it was Just as predictable. My Storm
was well suited to flying these hotels and was
quick to respond to tight turns in lift

We can both say that flying in Gran Canaria
was an experience not to be missed — the
hospitality and help of the Spanish pilots was
incredible, and although only about two people
on the whole island speak English, it is possible
to communicate enough to buy beers after a hot
day's de-rigging. In fact, the beer is excellent
and very, very cheap. We are both going to
learn a little Spanish before returning in the non-
too distant future, and try and do all the flying
we would have liked to do.

Adios Amigos
Martin & Geoff.



Photograph by John Wadsworth
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Nimbus V courtesy of Mr.& Mrs Phil King

SOLAR WINGS LIMITED

KENNET PLACE, MARLBOROUGH, WILTSHIRE, SNB TNG

Telephone (0672) 54414 Telex: 449703
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SHANKLIN FESTIVAL

(30th April-4th May)

THE FOSTER’S DRAUGHT
BRITISH HANG GLIDING
OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

(24th April-2nd May)




