First: the
good news .
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Britain regains
American Cup

(but it’s no walkover)

Pic
Francois Fauchier (France) taking-off on his

We lose in the

Now the bad news — "\io1 court



Inquest
told of

‘snagging

—

AN inquest heard how the power
unit on Howard Edwards's prone
trike may have snagged on a

rigging wire causing a fatal stall.

Co-designer of the unit, Bill Brooks told
the North Bucks coroner Rodney Corner
at Aylesbury how failure to connect the
torque/thrust link from the engine to the
harness webbing could have left it free
to swing from side to side.

A lorque reaction as the throttle was
closed would have caused the power unit

Mr. Brooks said he had never known
anyone with the same all round ability as
Howard Edwards but said he had
reservations about the re-designed power
unit lay-out in which the engine had been
inverted and mounted further to the rear
to accommeodate a fuel tank.

Dr. Kenneth Underwood-Ground,
aviation medical specialist in aviation
pathology, said the main injuries were
multiple fractures to the ribs and a
fracture to the base of the skull. The
jagged ends of the ribs had punctured both

the right lung and kidney causing massive
haemorrhage.

Recording a misadventure verdict, the
coroner said: "It does occur to me that
the design of this aircraft and the way
it was put together may not have been
completely thought through."

He said he thought Mr. Edwards had
been looking over his shoulder to see what
had happened and attempted to unsnag
the cable.

“"He stalled and the aircraft plummeted

to the ground"’, said Mr. Corner.
* BHGA councillor Mike Watson, who
helped investigate the accident and gave
evidence at the inquest, wishes it to be
made clear that he did not tell council
“‘recklessness and negligence had been
entirely ruled out” in the investigation,
as stated in June Wings!.

to swing to the right. Witnesses told how
Mr. Edwards, 35, appeared to look over his
right shoulder before the Cyclone Mark II
entered a spiral dive at 70ft.
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Goodbye
goodluck!

the BHGA,

Annual Draw.

AFTER many years' faithful service to m“"::r:" the BHGA

Chris Corston performed one ;ﬂr':l“““'h“‘ to the Editor at 72

ey Avenue, Leeds LS6 2LP.
of his last duties for us on June 26 Phone Leeds (0532) 451891
by drawing the winning ticket of our
Owens Valley.
; : Adverts —
BHGA chairman Roy Hill presented Chris with _

a superb painting, on behalf of the association, ||— to the Commercial Editor, see back

of a hang gliding scene by David Bridge who ||Page

has displayed in the Royal Academy.

nted Chris with a cheque from SUbscriptiuns

Percy Moss prese .

the funds raised through members' donations, and all ?thﬂl’ BHGA
Chris said: ‘‘The painting will be a constant business

reminder of the last
seven-and-a-half years.
“"Sincere thanks to all
who contributed to my
fund and to those who
have written wishing me
well for the future.

On the back page of
June Wings! it stated
I broke my back in '78.
It was in fact 1977 — So

Skymaster
mods

Adventure Sports
Equipment report two
detail improvements (o
their SKkymasler para-
chute system. These
modifications involve
the fitting of a steel
seating washer for the
parachute release pin
and the replacement of
the spring clip in the
release cable with a
special speed link of
superior strength.

All users have been
informed but if anyone
has begged, borrowed or
stolen a Skymaster and
has not received the
update, please contact
Adventure Sports and

the parts and
instructions will be
supplied by return.

Adventure Sports Equip-
ment, 127 Wath Road,
Mexborough. South
Yorks.

I have had just over five
yvears in the ‘seated
position’.

“1 know 1 have been
very camera-shy since
my accident but I don't
think it would have done
the sport a lot of good
for it to have been
widely known that I was
in a wheelchair because
of a hang gliding
accident. Now I have

gone it does not matter."”

Hetiring BHGA secretary
Chris Corston

More late news pil

“L" trikes

BHGA training officer
Bob Harrison should
conduct an urgent
appraisal of the value of
dual trikes for ab initio

Wings! is edited and

designed by Stan Abbott
and published in the

second week of each

— to the Taunton office, see back page

What's afoot this month?

Page 4 — There were some horror stories
from Glenshee where Robert Bailey
claimed his third Scottish Open title.

Page 5§ — Why you should dig deep

o protect to fly, now

ng
irrevocably lost at Mill Hill

lraining of hang glider
pilots, council decided.

‘lost stirrup’

Mike Watson told the inguest both the
towing speed and rate of climb were

stirrup to give him more stability.
He praised the BHGA for the prompt

greater than he would have liked.

When the weak link broke it placed
an even greater stress on the glider.

Group Capt. Anthony Balfour, con-
sultant pathologist said Mr. Wooltorton
received multiple injuries but the
main one was a multiple fracture to
his skull.

North Bucks Coroner Rodney
Corner said the pilot seemed to be
“all over the place’ from the start
and was desperately searching for his

way it had handled the accident by
holding an inquiry and agreed that
fixed line towing should not get a
black name.

Verdict: misadventure.

* It was incorrectly stated in June
Wings! that the accident involved a
static winch system. In fact, the only
static winch at the meet was that
demonstrated by Mike Lake, of
Norwich.

* See tribute page 13.

MASTER's three-part special on the

7 — Who really invented the spinning
enny? JENNY GANDERTON on dis-
orientation and decompression.

Pages 89 — French Connection develop-
ments and the conclusion of RICK

Pages 10-11 — Cosmopolitan.

Pages 12-13 — Your letters in Air Mail
Pages 1521 — American Cup, full report

e 26-7 — Power pages.
Itralight soanng by
GEORGE WORHTINGTON
— in the Wanderer,
pictured left.

Pages 28-29 — Classified
section.

Pages 30-31 — What was
lan Trotter, right, doing at
the Celtic Cup? Read
about the whole debauch-
erous episode as told by
MARTIN PINGEL.

Page 32 — Mainair prize
Crosstubeword.

hooliss at Semarwater? The answar h on
page 2. Picture — Steve Thompsan. I

Pages 22-3 — Cross-country special,
Page 24 — Second-hand Glider Which?

ﬁ du:'l‘gwhlll'ﬂ'll

MMWIMWMMM

Into business

THAT famous flying
double act - Johnny
Carr _ and Michael
Carnet - means
business.

The  Brighton-hased
league pilots have
started trading as SKky
Systems, suppliers of
“quality hang gliding
equipment'’.

Michael’s British hang
gliding career began
three years ago as an
instructor for Graham
Slater and went on to
design the Ultra Sports

Michael said Sky
Systems would concen-
trate on supplying the
competition market on
the basis that *“‘what
Calvert and Slater want
today" the average club
pilot will want tomorrow.

Sky Systems will be
moving into workshop
premises soon but can
be contacted via 143
Loder Road, Brighton
BN1 6PN. Phone 305892
or Burgess Hill 47654 or
42324,
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Ralph Bygott = went for It
ROBERT Baiiey has won his

third Scottish Open
Championship, at Glenshee on
June 28-27.

But the real winner was the
weather, more reminiscént of
November than June, which
allowed only one dubious task
to be completed.

On Friday morning 72
potential competitors gathered
al the ski centre at the base
of Cairnwell, Glenshee.

The briefing was simple —
open distance XC from the
Cairnwell;, go as soon as

by Jim Brown

Braemar.

On top of the Cairnwell con-
ditions were far from good.
Wind speed was 25-35 mph and
cloud base was level with take-
off, occasionally lifting to
reveal huge wave cloud
formations above the mountain.

First to go, using a brief lull
in the conditions was Ralf
Bygott on his Gyr who in a
relatively uneventful flight
landed on the golf course at
Braemar. Following Ralf's
take-off, the cloud came down
and shrouded the mountain,

possible with no limit either on preventing any further

time available or number of attempts. Most of the

attempts. competitors returned to the ski
The best distance would count centre cafe to await an

and there would be a bonus of improvement.

100 points for landing past Meanwhile it was learned

ll :::_i:fﬂlh weekend:
b,
€.

Camping and free-flying £4,
Camping only, no fiying £2.
Free-flying will
| tnknptmgm
Powered

B.H.G.A.

Clubman's Mere 82.

THE annual B.H.G.A. members’ event will be held at Mere
(Wiltshire] on 4th and 5th September 1982 — Friday 3rd can be

Please note
be strictly controlled as all competitions wil

Triking will also be permitted but under special rules
| which will be available on the day

If you prefer to stay in Mere town for BEB, can contact
the Information Centre on Mere (0747) 860341 for names and
The old teamn will be ru the show — Percy Moss, -
Bob MacKay, Chief Marshal; Terry Flower, assistant Chief Ma -
maumm,mm&umm.

See you all at Mere 82,

Ralf had made a successful
attempt and that the
competition task was therefore
“on". In retrospect this was
perhaps a wrong decision. It
meant that any pilot who
wanted any chance of winning
the competition had to take off
and attempt the task in waor-
sening weather.,

In the event, only 26 decided
“to risk it'', the others quite
sensibly, in my opinion, chose
not to fly.

Conditions, although quite
smooth for a time at take-off,
could only be described as
horrific, with wave rotor and
turbulence combined with low
cloud.

Stories of massive turbulence
and out-of-control manoeuvres
were common to all who flew.
Had I known what wa going
to happen I would not have
flown. The most pleasing part
of the flight was the landing!
I witnessed the Swiss flyer,
Heinz Znyssig, in an almost
vertical B0ft dive induced by
wave rotor. Needless to say,
he landed immediately
afterwards.

It was suggested by many
pilots later that the task was
more a test of “'bottle” than
pllot skill.

Lower

The day ended with a gather-
ing at Dalnaglar Castle where
we relaxed and swapped horror
stories,

On Saturday the weather was
worse with low cloud forcing
the pilots to sit it out in the
pouring rain hoping for a clear
spell. On the Cairnwell at least
it never came. In an attempt
to beat the weather the
organisers announced that
Mount Blair, which is a lower
mountain, could be used as an
alternative take-off.

Called
All Milne and Dougall Scott

=

Bailey wins the
"horror’ Open

==

Robert Balley — first

made a vain attempt at this
site but falled to complete the
Skm minimum to score. Either
pilot could have won the cup
had they succeeded.

The weather on Sunday was
very poor, with low cloud and
rain and so, reluctantly, the
competition was called off.

Presentation of the trophies
was made at the Spittal of
Glenshee hotel. But because
there were no less than five

second placings it was
impossible to present the
trophies for the Scottish

Champion or the best distance
by a Scot, both of which were

to be decided by a fly-off the
following Saturday.

Next year's Open will be in
July and it is scheduled to
follow the Celtic Cup at the
beginning of that month.

Thanks to Bob and Irene
Dunthorne, Richard Walker
and countless others for their
efforts in organising the com-
petition. It still remains one of
the best in Europe. See you
all next yvear!

Poalnia
1. Robert Bailey 400
g. Iﬁﬂt;ram:e Adam ﬁz
; ygott 2
-3 Diorenldad g.ruun anz
T Allstair Milne i
2, [Dougall Seolt g3
7. HKen Hiebert (Canadn) 38T
H. Maleolm Clea 245
8. SBimon Dgston 194
B. Werner Hindmarsh 188
11. L. Lynch 181
12. Rlichard Iddon iT1
13.  Jim Brown 184
14. Iwn Currer 1A
16, Mike Hibhit 163
15. Heinz Znyssig
{Switzeriand) 183
17. Peter Hargreaves 157
1. Mlke Dale 144
18. Nick Goodyesr 138
2. Grasme Cook 135
21. Digby Rolf 129
22, Phillp Kurylo L
. Derek Pavey i
23, Colin Lark i)
2. J. Chadwick (i1
2. HRichard Newton s

Advance Notam

From 10 July to 18 July a gliﬂing compaetition is being

held at Dunstable Downs.

Will all hang glider pilots flying this site take particular |

care to avoid sailplanes during these dates. ;
They will be returning from XC flights at high speed. |
In any doubt contact Competition Control on 0582-63419.

Ted Frater
BHGA Airspace |
e e e PRl




THE BHGA has lost its long
legal battle for the right to fly
Mill Hill in Sussex.

Adur district council won its High
Court appeal against a magistrates’
decision to acquit pilots charged with
flying in contravention of byelaws for
Mill Hill pleasure grounds.

The case revolved round a technical
legal point. The pilots had been
prosecuted under an amended bye-law
which was introduced after the original
bye-law was declared invalid by the
High Court.

The BHGA case in the latest appeal
was that as the original laws were
declared invalid, they technically never
existed. So it was therefore impossible
to amend something which had never
existed and per se, the new bye-laws
must also be invalid.

There was no legal precedent for the
case and the argument was rejected by

The time of the signs?

BHGA sites officer David Bedding has written
to Bedfordshire County Council urging the
Gliding'' notices which

THE fight to protect siles
continues. Our fighting fund
is spent. We need your

money to protect your rights
in the courts.
To concede one hill may not

removal of ‘“No Hang
have no force in law.

the judges. The only possible appeal
is to the House of Lords.

But BHGA solicitor Tony MeLaren
said he did not think the result had
any significant bearing on legal battles
at other sites where bye-laws were
being contemplated.

“1 won't be recommending an appeal
because the ruling does not prevent us
fighting other bye-laws as the grounds
one can fight on are still the same,”
he said. These grounds were that
the bye-laws were uncertain or unfair,

iach case could still be pursued on
its merits with the general principle
—where bye-laws were inevitable —
of lobbying for controlling rather than
restrictive laws.

The law at Mill Hill, a southwesterly,
now states that pilots can not take-off
or land except in an emergency and
can not fly in such a way as to cause
a nuisance. The maximum fine for
breaking the law is £50.

Mill Hill: a long battle lost

Kelvin Wilson and the other pilots
originally acquitted will now face a
return before the magistrates unless
the council can be persuaded to drop
its charges, having won the principle.

That -decision will also affect what
the BHGA ultimately has to pay in
legal costs which will cartainly run to
several hundred pounds.

For the future, he urged increased
vigilance o representations could be
made as soon as hye-law proposals
were published.

“I feel we have got to say to the
Home Office that bye-laws which allow
yvou to do things but impose a measure
of control are OK, but restrictive ones
are not.

“And we must point out that there
are situations where they are totally
unacceptable as was the case at
Dunstable.™

threatened.

“1 understand from the
Chairman of the Dunstable
Hang Gliding Club that
relations with the Rangers

seem an end to flying, but
there is no doubt that the
pressure would start some-
where else. It could be your
favourite take-off point. At
least one other bye-law
threatening hang gliding is
awaiting a Home Office
decision. There may well be
more. The Home Office’s
reason for delaying a
decision is that they need to
examine the issues raised at
Dunstable and Mill Hill.

It won't end with Mill Hill.
We will continue to be
subject to legal pressure
until we become more

established. Authority in all
its forms can't believe that
something as extraordinary
as hang gliding can't cause

a few problems! We are
gradually proving them
Wrong.

They will be less inclined to
test their theories in the
courts if our reputation for
defending our rights in the
courts continues to grow. It
can only grow If we have
the money Lo defend
ourselves, and they see we
have it.

L.egal actions arenl cheap.
Our solicitors don't charge us
the full fees they could
command for their expert
services at the very limits
of the law.

Please put your hand in your
purse or your pocket again.
I wish I didn't have to ask
for it. My cheque for E£10
is on its way to Percy Moss,
BHGA treasurer at 40,
Moseley Road, Kenilworth,
Warwicks. CV8 2AQ. Don't
let it be lonely!

David Bedding

"It is, of course, the right
of any land owner to erect
a notice prohibiting an
activity, even when the law
would not support any
action to prevent that
activity," he writes. "It is
curious that a  public
authority can make use of
this ploy on land that it
manages for the use of the
community.

Authority

"The real danger of the
gituation is that not all who
see the notices realise that
they have no legal force.
Many talk to us and are
amazed by the real facts.
Others must consider we
are breaking the law, as
official public authority
notices generally have the
full authority of the law.
Our members have no wish
to be known as law-breakers.

“We do not wish (o
encourage other members
of the public to disregard
notices that are supported
by the law, On the other
hand we would be resistant
to taking the other path —

‘Council

David Bedding —
eyes on the sky

that of acknowledging that
Bedfordshire County
has unlimited
authority.

“I feel that the
course would be for the
council to announce that
they erected the notices
while they examined
possible dangers to the
public within their area of
responsibilites, and have
now removed them because
they are satisfiled that the
public are not unreasonably

best

Clubs: why not

have a fly-Iin
to raise funds!

are good, despite the notices.
There  have been no
suggestions that operating
procedures should be
modified."’

In a lengthy Iletter to
Home Office Minister of
State, Timothy Ralison,
David Bedding urges the
Home Office to “‘make full
use of the knowledge of the
CAA" when considering
bye-laws relating to hang
gliding.

He refers specifically to
the Home Office's own
suggestion of the need for a
bye-law relating to the
Malvern Hills — a "need"
not anticipated by the
Malvern Conservators.

f

Little hope
at Mill Hill

TIMOTHY Ralson MP — Under Secrelary
of Siate In the Home Office — has
rejected n mesling with lhe BHGA o
discuss byelaws banning hang ghiding at
NEEND AL
In & ketier
wriies

I can nol accggl (A&l The mnew byelaw |-
unijemocralic of hat there had besn Tt - T T
conmiltalion. A public arguiry was held in TR
which rmecommendsd |{againai your views as |
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byelaw sibseguenily made was feurmd by the High
Comrt o bBe  bnvialkl B mad e groREndas Al
principle bl on  grounds of uncertalniy e
Cowrl recommended (we ways In which & byelnw
condd ove rooaee (ke idceriamly

T flrst =as was 6 &l & miimoem Oying
heighl. This was followed In & byelaw maide by
the Comgrecil, bul you among clhers objected 10 5L
afel the Home Seerelary decided not 1o confirm
it We Unowught Lhal F:.'n:.—- wiaild be unabe L0
juidge wccuralely whelher ihey wore above Lhe
mbnimcien Bekght, which @ any cass we conaklersd
oy Bl

The Council were (old thal the Hame Becretary
wouild be prepared bo consider o byviaw polleeing
tha mecond  poasiblidy idemtified By Tha oo
prohibiting flying o lhe annoyance of people on
the groond; sed ohjeclors wers Lojd thal Lhas

o Hites Officer Tavid Bedding, he

* Flashback to
September's Wings!

last

P.n,:!: the total stupidity of two people who
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| was wial e Mame Secretmry had decided
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
Bob Calvert who flew the
winning combination to this
new world altitude
microlight record.

‘j R o 16 168 HIGH ON A

MAINAIR TRI-FLYER TRIKE and
SOLAR WINGS TYPHOON

A WORLD RECORD

® Kits

® Plans

® Ready to Fly
® All Major Wings

250cc @ 330cc @ 440cc
® Dual & Single Seaters @

330cc Full Cockpit Tri-Flyer connected to Flexiform Striker Wing |

THE FASTEST COMBINATION IN THE SKY

Ann GLIMA;
I-
iy

S 1 AT

TRI-FLYERS

STREETS AHEAD OF THE COMPETITION
IN DESIGN, R & D AND PURE PERFORMANCE.

T

MAINAIR SPORTS TRIKE CENTRE

SHAWCLOUGH, ROCHDALE, LANCS. ENGLAND OL12 6LN

SEND LARGE SAE FOR INFORMATION



The decompression chamber reveals:

FIRSTLY we had a lecture
on the symtoms of hypoxia
and all the things that
could happen to us when
we went ‘“‘up’”’ in the de-

compression chamber.
Symptoms of hypoxia
4,001t Night vision
reduced
Ability to carry
out new skills
reduced
Ability to carry
out familiar skills
reduced
Visual activity
reduced
Impairment of
higher centres in
the brain — like
getting drunk.
Heasoning,
judgement and
skills all reduced.
Personality
changes. Blue lips,
white nails, hyper-
ventilation.
Become uncon-
scious if exercised
All the above but
more pronounced.
Uneonscious within
a few minutes.

8,000- 10,0001t
10,000-15,0001t

12,0001t
lﬁ.m'mrmt

20,000-25,0001t

Symptoms of hyperventilation
or overbreathing

Fins and needles and anxious
feeling, dizzyness, muscles
twitching, spasm, unconsciousness.

Hyperventilation ecan have
other causes apart from hypoxia.
For example, when using an
oxXygen mask nervousness and
tension can cause you to hyper-
ventilate. Excitement or over-
exertion can also cause you to
overbreathe. It is quite easy
consciously to control it, and an
easy cure is to re-breathe into a
paper bag.

If you get the symptoms above
10,000ft. ASSUME it is due to
hypoxia and come down to sort
out the problem.

A VERY valuable day course on the effects
of decompression and disorientation was
held at the Royal Navy Air Medical School,
Portsmouth. JENNY GANDERTON reports:-

Picture: by Malcolm Hurst

Decompression sickness

Commonly known as ‘“'the
bends'', ‘‘chokes', ‘'staggers',
“creeps'’. The names expain the
symptoms. A bend makes a joint
bend and be painful. Rubbing it
increases the pain. It's possible
to get decompression sickness
above about 18,0001t.

We were divided into three
groups to go in the decompression
chamber and be taken up to
25,000ft and taken off oxygen for
four minutes. Quite a wind-up!

When our group's turn came,
we had already watched the first
group, so we were pretty sure
we would survive. Inside the
chamber we were fitted with
oxygen masks, and told that
more American pilots died in the
war through badly-fitting masks
than were shot down!

However they checked
thoroughly that the mask made a
good seal, and there was a doctor
in the chamber with us the whole
time. We could communicate
with each other and the outside
world with microphones. We
were taken up to 10,000ft. and
then checked to see that every-
thing was OK.

It was quite an effort to breathe
through the mask — you had
consciously to breathe slowly to
avold overbreathing

Then we were taken up to
24,0001t. at 4,000ft. per minute up!
Some thermal'! At 24,000ft. two
people at a time disconnected
their oxygen and were given
simple tasks to do, such as
playing pat-a-cake or. draughts,
or repeatedly signing their name
and subtracting 13 from 1,000
— difficult enough even with
OXVEen.

Most people in our group were
able to go four minutes without
showing severe symptoms of

hypoxia, but all of us were
affected. It showed by not
knowing whose turn it was

playing draughts or your writing
becoming very scrawly. In a
couple of cases, people had to be
reconnected to the oxygen early,

“"What's going on in there?” BHGA Training
Officer Bob Harrison takes a peep into the
decompression chamber

and were unable to do this
themselves.

When asked, they could not
remember that this had
happened. The most insidious
thing about hypoxia is that you
don't feel any different at all —
yvou don't know wyou have been
affected. Ewven though you can
see that your writing has become
scribbly, you still think you're
perfectly OK.

When you reconnect, you
sometimes get even worse before
you start to get better. This is
known as oxygen paradox.

Blindfold

When we'd all been disconnected
and recovered we were taken
back down again at 3,000 fpm —
not the kind of sink I'd like to
fly into!

Next, we were deliberately dis-
orientated. I was blindfolded
and told to sit in the revolving
chair, head back. When they said
the word I had to bring my head
forward as they stopped the chair,
and take off the blindfold. It's
a terrific shock. The room
appeared to go round and round,
and I slewed over to one side,
unable to sit up straight for at
least a minute. This is vertigo.
It is greatly exaggerated by head
movements, so if you are ever
in a spin, keep your head as still
as possible.

Other tasks involved being
spun round with your eyes open,
then having to read an eye chart
when the chair was stopped. You
can't do it because it makes your
eyes flicker from side to side,
50 yvou can't focus on the chart.
If you were in an aircraft in a
spin, you wouldn't be able to read
your instruments.

In another experiment you
were spun round in the chair,
then had to pick up a handker-
chief by your feet — also very
difficult.

All in all, it was a very
interesting and educational
experience. I would like to thank
the RN Air Medical School for the
opportunity, and Dr. Dunston
Hadley, for persuading them to
do it.

FLIGHT
BRIEFS

Michael’'s
Delta

SOUTHERN Club’s
Michael Carnet has
become the seventh
British pilot to gain the
FAI's Delta Silver prof-
iciency badge.

His distance flight was
on May 16 last year
from Nappa Scar,
Wensleydale to Hadrian's
Wall (77.9km) while the
height gain and duration
requirements were com-
pleted from Devil's
Dyke on March 13, 1982.
He made a height gain
of 1,300m. during the
five hours 11 minutes
flight.

Records co-ordinator
Rick Wilson congrat-
ulated Michael and
reported he still had five
pilots yet to complete
their tasks. Michael
holds the sport's 18th
Delta Silver, with pilots
in Europe doing well.

Clubs quit
SHGF

BHGA council has
accepted the Lothian
Hang Gliding Club as a
member of the

association following its
break-away from the
scottish Hang Gliding
Federation. Members
were advised they had
no authority to refuse
the application.

Meanwhile the Osprey
Club at Inverness and
HMS5 Dolphin club at
Portsmouth have
become defunct. Half
the Osprey territory will
now be managed by
RAF Moray Eagles and
the remainder by a new
Highland Flexwings
club which is also con-
sidering quitting the
SHGF' as is the Lomond
Club.

Shuttleworth
displays

The Shuttleworth
Collection of historic air-
craft will hold main
displays on July 25 and
September 26. There
will be informal flying
afternoons on July 11,
August 8, August
23 and October 31 and
a flying evening on July
17. Further information
from the Old Warden
aerodrome near
Biggleswade (0T6727) 285,
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FLIGHT
BRIEFS

SHGF
committee

The new Scottish Hang
Gliding Federation
committee is: Chalrman,
Richard Armstong: 13
Ladeside, Newmilns,
Ayrshire. 0560-22515 (H)
041-554844 (B); Secretary
Robin Smith: 60
Hammersmith Road,
Aberdeen, AB1 8ND.
0224-322173 (H) (0224)
882262 (B); Treasurer,
Brian Dainty: 6, Bute,
St.Leonards, E. Kilbride

Glasgow G4 2A7.
03552-43860 (H) 03552-
43044 (B); Safety
Officer: Jan Trotter: 1,

Trinity Court, Edinburgh
EH5 3LE. 031-5527736
(H), 031-3322411 x87 (B).

Members: Angus
Pinkerton: 73 Gartmore
Road, Paisley. PA1 3NG
041 889 5632; Pete
Finlay: No.1 Cottage,
Newton of Strathendry,
Leslie. KY8 3HU. 0592-
T42882: Steve Byrne:
56 Sherbrooke Road,
Rosyth. 0383-417447. Tom
Hardie: 1 Shempston
Cottages, Duffus, Elgin.
IV30 2ZRJ. Hopeman 0343
830683, Simon Ogston:
33 Seymour Street,
Dundee. 0382 65437; Bob
Dunthorn: Margaretta
Cottages, South Espan-
ade West, Torry,
Aberdeen., Aberdeen
0224 BTTE00; Gordon
smith: 5 Denview Road,
Potterton, Aberdeen-
shire. Balmedie 03584
3318.

May lottery

The following are the
winners of the 500 Club
lottery for May 1982:.-

R Anderson [34-80, J P
Whitney Fe740, J.H Clarke
f13-7, R, Clegy iB-22, A.l
Jenkins £6-85, J.5. Higham £6-85,
PN, Newhold £5-48 P.J. Wilks
£5-48. N.F. Boarder Ej-11, F.L.
Yiorurgy L5-11,

A total of £137 prize
money and a like amount

for BHGA funds.

Contacts

BHGA councillor Mike
Watson has a new phone
number — Chalfont St.
Giles (0247) 33466. James
McMenemy's number is
Tidworth (08804) 6147
and not as originally
supplied to Wings!
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Wings! photographer Steve Thompson deserves scalping
for this punny pic, captured during the Foster's Open.
Left is Gerard Thevenot, right is Roland Dalez.
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THE XC Classic is an outlaw
event — no-one sponsors it.
No organisation sanctions it.
The United States Hang
Gliding Association regards it
with awed xenophobia.

After their long, uphill
struggle to make hang gliding
safe, along comes Don
Partridge and all those

goddam uncertified gliders!
They wouldn't touch the
event with a 10,000 foot pole.

But they watch it very closealy.
It is the proving ground of foot-
launched flight.

With extraordinary vision, Don
chose to limit the contest to flex-
wings as the only restriction. He
loved the easily transportable
flexwings and hoped to hasten the
day when they would perform like
the rigidwings. In the late 70's
the sport had entered a period of
stagnation because of the newly
instituted rules requiring certified
gliders in sanctioned events.

Designers in the United States who
could not afford the lengthy
certification process found
themselves denied the opportunity
to prove their aircraft in
competition while elsewhere in the
world the evolution of the flexwing
progressed rapidly. By declaring the
Classic a non-sanctioned event, Don
created an oasis of danger in a sea

of safety.
Mellow

It was just what hang gliding
neaded. The Classic presided over
the demise of the Mariah, the rise
of the Mosquito, and the glory of
the Comet. The Owens Valley
offered the test of fire, not just for
the machines but for the men who

The paths

As this year's Owens Valley
XC Classic gets under way,
RICK MASTERS concludes
his exclusive series with some
predictions and a look ahead

flew them. Suddenly, a win in the
Classic became the sport's ultimate
accolade.

With the advent of the Comet
and its clones, the separate paths
of the high performance flexwing
and the mellow recreational glider
nearly merged. The Owens Valley
had demanded and received a
flexwing that could launch safely,
thermal efficiently, fly fast and
survive a landing in severe density
altitude conditions. It had taken
only four years.

But in 1982, the paths will diverge.
Things are going to get radical.
The Cross Country Classic, as the
ultimate flexwing contest, is no
more. It has been declared an open
field event.

“It's time for another leap,” says
Tom Kreyche, junior member of the
150-Mile Club and co-organiser of the
1982 Classic. With talk going around
that the flexwings were nearing their
theoretical limits of performance, he
and Don decided that the collapsible
rigidwing, epitomized by the Sunseed
and the Voyager, would keep the pot
boiling. “We don't know where
it'll go from here. It might get
pretty bizarre.”

Just how bizarre is
guess. ““We just invite the pilots,
Tom comments. “"“We don't know
what kind of wings they'll bring.
It could be anything."

Larry Tudor is, in part, responsible.
By winning the ‘81 Open, he fooled
everyone into thinking that the
flexwings had a chance against the
rigidwings, or so believes Eric
Raymond. With five wins against
Tudor's two, Eric claims he would

anyone's

ra

have won but for 30 minutes of bad
luck.

Gaggle

“Don called a long task,” he
remembers. “North to Benton, then
back down the range to Big Pine.
| took off early with the first group
of pilots. We were thermalling up
in a gaggle when everything just
shut down. Everybody went down
except me. | was scratching the
walls of Coldwater Canyon. | was
so low | couldn't see the north Pit!
Then | found some marginal lift and
took it back up in front of take-off.
Everyone was there, waiting. | saw
Tudor. He took off and just followed
me. And here I'd been flying for
45 minutes!”

Eric expects the rigidwings to
dominate the 1982 contest. Evidence
supports him. Although only eight
rigidwings entered the final Open,
three finished in the top five places!

Eric was practising forward
tumbles with a rigid harness in prep-
aration for the aerobatic contest at
Telluride when the Sunseed failed
under negative load and was
destroyed in the ensuing crash that
nearly cost him his life. When he
had recovered from his injuries,
rumour has it, he approached Roy
Haggard of Ultralite Products with a
proposal for a new rigidwing.

Haggard, who had given the world
the Comet, was intrigued. Drawing
on the computer programming
expertise of Peter Lissaman at Paul
MacCready's Aerenvironment, they
finalised the design of a collapsible
rigidwing:

Although the project is shrouded
in secrecy and the reports are
impossible to verify, the prototypes
are described as having tight sails,
eliptical tips and a single rudder
above the sail. Inside the double
surface runs a cantilever beam to




How to make

connections

®* Jean Louis Darlet — inventor of the French
Connection — has adapted the device for simultaneous
use in both roll and pitch control, as these pictures
by Alan Metcalfe (at Lachens for the Bleriot Cup)
illustrate. The glider is a Magic IL.

d . g

eliminate the upper rigging. Extensive
flight testing began in late April.

Alas, the pods are no more. The
clear Mylar pods | grew to love to
sae other people fly will likely be

rememberad as the first crude proto-
type of a highly refined, low drag

development but a true wvariable |
geometry hang glider is years away.

The fantail, characterised by the
bowsprit Aolus that took the world
altitude gain record in the Open,

may be adopted as a standard fix

..
s

Jean Louis Darlet with his latest toy.

hamess. There was little sorrow for the pitch instability of the
at their passing since most of the new minimally swept wings. For
pilots who had taken them to the 1382 the Aolus, renamed the TRE AT YOURSELF TG A NEW WING

Owens Valley refused to use them.

Chris Price claimed they tended
to yaw at high speed, but he flew
with one anyway, convinced he
was getting a 12%-to-one glide.
Others complained that inside the
pods they were too insulated from
the feel of the wind and the sound
of the sail. Alan Reeter, practising

during the qualifier, abruptly overall, he was still one hundred
stalled after taking off and points away from Larry Tudor. o
Andrew Wilson, DEIHOI‘I

recovered from a high speed dive
only a pod's length from the
mountain. There was voiced
concern that, should a pilot be
njured or knocked unconscious in
a crash, he could be baked alive

inside the transparent, poorly likely find themselves far back in
ventilated pod by the desert sun. the standings.
My prediction for the 1982
GEﬂmeIry Classic follows (but I'm not about YOUR CHOICE FOR THE

~ When asked why he didn't fly
in a pod, Eric Raymond replied,

"“Because they're death!” i E'": Pman Eiﬂm:ﬂ
The Comet and its clones have 3rd ? nlglﬂmn:
undergone a year of refinement, dth Rich Plisffer  Flexwing
Now pressured by the rigidwings, oo - i E;m‘,‘.'u p
wa can expect to see rapid Tth Steve Mo Flaxwi
advances in the variable geometry E’f: Rex Miller Hiunldn:;:n ® ART EXCHANGES
capabilities of the flexwings. Last o Dudley Mead  Riiing ®FINANCE AVAILABLE

year, a few gliders utilized manual
tensioners that pulled the two-piece
crosstube more into line and
resulted in a wider nose angle,
tighter sail and faster glide at the

BxXpense roll r , Qa2 piciure of the meel,. ADLL COMET CLONES
thgﬂcamgferunf Eshg?t:f'les I!I?E:" h’E' and POD PEQPLE is bewng distributed wonld-
’ L ; witle,  He s studymng mechanical encinessing
adjustable in flight by a complex and in the swnmer offers 8 guide service ShﬂWﬂlﬂugh
ithi i to h fider pifots new e Owe
system of cables within the wings. E_‘”E':ﬂsr giider pifats new fo i 3 Rochdale

Flaps and other methods of
varying surface area are under

Sonic, has been given an internal
crosstube, 94 per cent double
surface, and eliptical tips, - rather
like the Alien.

A look at the daily point totals
for the 1981 Classic does not offer
much hope for the Europeans this
summer. Ewven though Mike de
Glanville of France placed fourth

the only other
European to place in the top ten,
finished ten points behind de
Glanville. In 1982, with the intro-
duction of the rigidwings, pilots
with over one hundred points will

to bet any money on itl):

o Rick Masrers has Hved o the Dwens Valley
since [87F,  He was the Chief Tomer, trock
driver and Emergency Medicad Technrcan for
the IS8T Cross Cowntry Mang Giding Corm
puelitvons in the Owens Valley,  His rmotion

Copyright Rick Masters

Typhoon ‘S’
Lightning Il

Sabre
Striker

BEST DEAL AROUND

®USED GLIDERS

For fast and efficient service.

L&I."ICS. OL12 6N *BHGA approved
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Thevenot's
win — one

FRANCE'S Gerard Thevonot won the World
Masters in Hang Gliding invitational at Kossen
in May with Judy Leden — the only British
pilot — finishing a highly creditable 13th.

In unusually good weather, organiser Sebb
Hinburger set 20km races to surrounding towns
which put up prize money each day. Only
drawback in an otherwise successful comp. was
the fact that the good conditions meant the
course could be completed on two thermals.

Daily prize money was about £2560 with about
another £400 going to Thevenot. There was no
official British team due to a mix-up in arrange-
ments with the Americans who were due to
tie in the comp. with the American Cup.
Australians Steve Moyes, Stevie Gilmour and
Ricky Duncan all finished in the top six.

CANADA

How | broke

the record
by Willi Muller

THIS is a flight we have been dreaming
about for years. We knew it was possible
to fly 100 miles from Cochrane Hill — the
question was only who was going to be
the first one to do it With my wusual
luck, it turned out to be me.

Cochrane Hill is just above the town of
Cochrane 15 miles west of Calgary, Alberta.
It is 330" from take-off to the landing area
150 feet above the Bow River vallay.

The weekend of April 17 saw 11 pilots
logging over 300 miles XC. A new hill

Look who's flying

Come and test fly an AZUR now!
Its
MAGNIFICENT!

COSMOPOLITAN

The Wings! round-up
of overseas news

NORTHERN GLIDER SALES

AZUR

and Alberta record was established by Dan
St. Louis with 62 miles.

Friday, April 23 was soarable from early
morning. At 10am the conditions were
straight up gusting to 40mph.

Bruce Galloway, Cliff Kakish and Stu
Cameron arrived and we set up our Comets.
The conditions stayed strong and only
mellowed periodically when thermals moved
through.

After about two hours, Cliff noticed a
couple of hawks climbing out at an incredible
rate and pointed them out to ma. “Let's
take it," | said.

| fleaw to about 100 feet out in front of
the hill when | intercepted the thermal —
about B00-100 fpm up. | left the hill with
only about 500° over. | steadily climbed
and drifted back and lost the thermal at
11,000 feet ASL — by then | was ten miles
behind take-off. Cliff, who had his barograph
sealed — open distance XC announced,
tangled up his flying wires in the wvario
and could not get ready in time. Pointing

my Comet downwind towards Crossfieid,
| got good lift from a plowed field. The
gain was not as good as from the original
climbout but | was just maintaining or slightly
climbing while drifting in the strong wind.

Acme became within reach, unbelievable
with only two thermals and | was already
40 miles or better downwind. Just before
Acme my Ball vario showed 1000 fpm sink —
| falt as if | was just falling down onto the
small town. Since the wind was quite strong
| picked a farm about half a mile downwind
from town for a landing. When | got there
all of a sudden my vario started beeping
again. The climb brought me again to about
8.000 feet ASL and | could see the town of
Three Hills and Carbon where Dan, Ross and
| landed the week before.

Happy to know that | would hold my own
hill record again, | turned downwind towards
the Red Deer River Valley. | knew that if
| could make it to the sast side of the
H:.::LI would break Don Miller's Canadian
r ;

All that time | was chasing a cloudstraeat
and it seemed as if | could not catch
up to it. At the hamlet of Morin | got some
good lift which took me to cloudbase and
the start of'a 20 mile or better cloudstreet.
Being at 13500 feet and still climbing |
just pulled the bar in to zero sink and kept
going downwind underneath the cloud. At
that time | knew that | had broken the 100
mila barrier so | just kept going straight.

Crossing Sullivan Laka | lost more altitude
than | anticipated. The cloudstreet still
looked good but | kept sinking. | thought
that on the other side of the lake it would
go up again — which it did. However,
since the going on the last 40 miles or so
was extremely sasy | did not bother to go
back to cloudbase. While going downwind
| gained about a thousand feet.

When going across the prairies one does
not have to worry about landing areas too

Mark Silvester, League and Grouse Mountain; Graham Hobson, League and American
Cup; Bob Calvert, League and American Cup; Pepe Lopez, World Champion, Japan and
American Cup; Gerard Thevenot, first place Kossen, first place Lariano.

8 BRENCON AVENUE, BROOKLANDS, MANCHESTER

Picture by Steve Thompson shows Graham Hobson on his Azur.

FINANCE ALSO AVAILABLE
061 973 4085 or 061 434 3364
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much. There are farms at least every mile
and the decision where to land can be put
off to at least the last thousand feet of
altitude and that height is only required to
check out whether someone is home or not.

| landed at 5:10pm and Wayne Holzer
came up to greet me. He told me | was
in Coronation which is 200 road miles from
Cochrane. We were playing a lazy game of
chess when my wife Vincene arrived to pick
me up. We arrived home at 2am.

The flight was 142 miles, time in tha air
3% hours, which averages a groundspeed
of over 40mph. The glider was a stock
185 Comet, Ball 651 vario/altimeter. | felt
the flight was sasy and | was lucky to take-
off at the right time. But most important
nif all, | was in the right place at the right
time.

—— NEW ZEALAND——

Flights Sails
closure

FLIGHT Sails — manufacturers of the revolution-
ary Shark glider — are to cease building hang
gliders.

The decision — announced by Warren Bird
in the June issue of the New Zealand Hang
Gliding Association’s Airborn magazine — leaves
Pacific Kites as the country’s main manufacturer.

Warren Bird will continue to import the
Airwave Magic from Britain. While the Shark
enjoyed success at the World championships
at Beppu, winning the Class Il section, it never
caught on world-wide. It was the pioneer of
the free-floating bottom surface 100 per cent
double skin gliders,

SPAIN

GB success

BRITISH-made Typhoons and Magics took the
first five places in the Spanish League at
Montseny near Barcelona on June 18-20.
First was Miguel Lozada, second Santi Font,
third Jordi Ginebra, all on Typhoons, fourth
Francesc Mula and fifth El Vegetariano, both

USA

Pfeiffer

to sue’

LEADING US flier Rich Pfeiffer is contemplating
suing Chris Price for assault after the two had
a mid-air at the South California Regionals,
it is reported.

Price is alleged to have maintained his course
in a thermal while Pfeiffer came up beneath
him, a situation in which Price, technically,
should have given way. Both pilots were
disqualified from the comp. after they met nose-
to-keel. Neither was injured.

Pfeiffer is well-known in competition circles
for “thermal-hogging” and was himself once
subject to action on more than 100,000 counts
of assault with a deadly weapon (a hang glider)
after he soared the Rose Bowl baseball stadium.

ITALY

Thevenot's
win — two

GERARD Thevenot continued his Kossen
success by winning the Lariano Triangle comp.
at Como and becoming the first to cross
the Alps south to north. TONY MASTERS
reports.

THE Lariano Triangle is a triangular peninsular
between the two parts of lake Como. The

Mark Junak over Erba at the Lariano comp

Lake snakes around the mountains 1,000m below
and is the first obstacle one has to cross,
to reach the higher mountains of the Swiss
Alps.

The take-off from Mt. Bollettone 1,300m ASL
stands in the middle of the tnangle with the
Val Padana plains stretching away to the south,

During the competition the weather was excep-
tional — a pilot's dream — on the edge of
a high pressure system we had consistent
unstable conditions developing northwards, ideally
suited for open distance flying.

Each day we had light S.E. winds which
meant most of the flying was straight N.N.W.
into Switzerland. In fact everybody was obliged
to fly with a passport and every day there
was a continuous flow of pick-up cars over the
border.

The first day of the competition — organised
by Delta Club Como — npilots went in all
directions and resulted in several flights over
50km by Angelo Crapanzano (l), Wolfgang Hart (A),
Jeff Scott (USA), Keith Cockcroft (GB) and
Stefano Briccoli (1), But it was only an
indication of what was yet to come.

On the second day the competition just
exploded. Gerard Thavenot calls back late
in the day after a historic flight. It's tne
first complete crossing of the Swiss Alps in
a hang glider from south to north — 148km to
Walchwil, a village just 30km from Zurich.

The third day is a follow-up of the second,
a race to the Rhone valley. Bob Bayer (D)
flies to Laax 107km, John Pendry (GB) 101km
to Thrun, and Gerard Thevenot (F) to Sonvix
100km.

The fourth day has some surprises. Thevenot
is in great form, landing at Schlans 102km
(again} while Crapanzano and Hartl completely
blow it (12km and 8km respectively) dropping
out of the top positions. Stefano Briccoli
(I} with an 83km flight jumps into second place
and Marc Burge is third with an 87km flight.
Steve Moyes and Josef Guggenmos after bad
starts are both working their way up to the

top positions. At this point Thevenot is
AVERAGING 100km a day (four hours flying,
four hours waiting and four or more driving
back). The competition is now becoming an
endurance test, almost everybody is praying for
rain, and some are saying that it's tougher
than Owens Valley!

The last day promises well and is won by
John Pendry (GB), who with an Blkm flight
to the Lukmanier Pass, jumps into second place.
Flying consistently, and averaging 74km a day
John quietly consolidated his victory.

Thevenot, with a 23km flight, still is the overall
winner and we were only sorry to see his 100km
average tumble. He wasn't — he was glad
to get back early for oncel Marc Burge (CH)
with 51km takes third place. The Italian team
did well with three pilots in the top ten:

In five days flying with 29 top pilots, more
than 6,500km were flown all over the Alps.

Results
1 Thervarol FHR B 42,5
2  Pandry GB M. Comat ana
3  Buerger CH Agur a3
4  Baiar D Bullat Ji4. 8
§ Cockcroft G Typhoon N6
&  Brcoli I Azur 30,2
7  Crapanzang I Vampira || 296,56
B Moyes ALUS Muasila 24,0
9  Relchhol -1 Damon 83,2
10 Manna i Cormat 88,3
11 Schoanausr CH Firabdrd CX 080
12 Hard & Flash 06 2
13  Guggenmos D Bulbat Z13.9
14 Lovenzoni A Duck 0.9
165  Blenkansop AUS Missila 0.9
16 Magistri CH Pirana 213,68
17 Duncan ALUS P issile 1794
18 Gilmsour Aus hissil 1794
19 Scott J. USA  Missile 171,2
20 Sigal USA  Pirana 171,2
| Harrison GB M. Comat 167.8
&2 Masters GB Comeat 165.8
A3 Cirda i Missile 1634
24 Stiegsar A Comeat 146,2
25  Olschewsky D Fladge (W.B.) 108.8
28 Nicodi | Agur 1068
27 Lark GB Damoin a4 4
8 Pollard GB Typhoon 3.6
2 Porches A Flash 0.7
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Dear Stan —

_ : MI r:ﬁmﬂjllt“rﬂ:ﬁdlnm read Mr. Peter
jr. = e e 's letter in May issue Wings!
AT SNE & (Indignant, Alice Springs).

All letters should be sent to the Editor at While 1 lack the experience to
72 Hartley Avenue, Leeds LS6 2LP and should he Submit an “interesting and author-
signed and written CLEARLY on one side of the itative" article, I thought the enclosed

paper only. might help shift the balance a little
filugr:uﬂm purﬂliy journalistic to the
5 ¥ more literary style that Mr.
Sunny ambitions? M demanas.
L
Dear Stan —

I feel the final

ph of Peter Meredith's Tiring, I pause, then frudge on up a

LETTERS***LETTERS***LETTERS***LETTERS***LETTER

Poets’ Corner

With Mr. Ewart Jones submitting
his W.H. Auden-style verse in the last
issue, perhaps this piece that is more
in the manner of William Wordsworth,
might find a place in Wings! (Perhaps
not, these colonials are difficult to
please!)

PETER LANG
Sevenoaks

Good Day on the Isle of Wight, May 81

Three steps, soles skim, Hghl-strapped

letter (May Wings!) sums up the feelings of many trail

flyers within our sport. Wings! is the flagship,
the only national magazine read only by memhe:?s
(thankfully!) and here it is giving the impression
it is being used as a stepping stone for editorial-
ship (sic) of the Sun.

Flease, let's stop this unnecessary glorification
of articles and return to its previous format where
we have a magazine we can ourselves turn to and
have respect for.

NEVILLE ALMOND
nr. Andover

P.3. for a comparison, read Vol Libre Magazine,
Glider Rider, Sailplane and Gliding, etc.
Also, let's have editorial COMMENT to a letter such

Leading to where the high downs
hlank the sk
The caber's leagth of tight packed
spar and sail
Lurches af each siow step, unuieldy.

Al bust I reach the top whers (F can lie,
Laomg, heavy chrysalis on tussocked
(FPAS.
And then emerge those wings of
Janiaay,
Sirain udires, r‘.!lj.l eilich, ;.luﬂ karneax
beuic kle foast

Helmet  fits closely on, stained leather
Reeking the sweal of past success
and fear.
Harness atlached, Lt bar, stumble in
healther
As weighted wings press doum in

info fhe air,

To fly, borne on the undulaling surge
Of the sustaining brecze | Stoadyping

pish

To swing beneath franslucen! wings
and wrge

This bridled bird info the whispering
LT

Note, high above chalk cliffs where
waves creep slow,
{ hang poised, rocked in the buoyan!
i,
Gulls’ seream and skylark's song are
far bedow
While here laul wires creak beside
L EF

Laughler! another brighl wing slips

; in view
as ﬂ"llﬂ-, instead of sarcasm. A FErIng dir, Are we, [ wonder, as carefree and
, , happy
s I Mﬂ’t consider E‘d{tiﬂg the Sun tf I was Ihﬂ The cloaped bhar sleadies, the I.!;I:I'II'.'! Above the Chaonnel's saft streaked
- gusts s, " y
FI‘.IB! man on Eﬂ-!"ﬂl How you can argue Wings! And webbing taw!, yes — lightness is As foarus over fhal Afrgug:.ﬂr::?d s
it more sensational that GR and VLM [ can’'t there —
even bﬂﬂ"lﬂ- to understand — Ed Adrenalin urged, bools lhr?_::-f::;;r_;:ﬂ_ P. M.L

- 000
INSURANCE

DID YOU KNOW

that Insurance Underwriters have paid TWICE AS MUCH TO
HANG GLIDER PILOTS as a result of HANG GLIDING
DEATH OR INJURY than we have paid to them in premiums.
In spite of those heavy losses EXISTING RATES FOR
PERSONAL ACCIDENT COVER will be maintained
throughout 1982.

DID YOU KNOW that some major U.K. Insurance Companies NO LONGER
REGARD HANG GLIDING AS A HIGH RISK SPORT.

In fact through us they offer special schemes for MEMBERS OF
THE B.H.G.A. for LIFE, ENDOWMENT, PROTECTION OR

HOUSE PURCHASE.

THEREFORE FOR LIFE,
INSURANCE.

PERSONAL ACCIDENT AND GLIDER

CONTACT:

REGGIE SPOONER - INSURANCE BROKER TO:-
The B.H.G.A.

119 High Street, Newport, 1.O.W.

or Telephone him or Tim Saul on 0983 522676.
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Dear Stan —

I learned to fly with Howard
Edwards and became the first
“‘idiot’"" to pass a p.l. on a prone
trike.

Time went on and I became an instructor
for him and we formed a strong friendship,
often stormy, but if you knew Howard,
that meant you were all right.

The other week I decided to pop up and
see Howard and Sandra and being a totally
unflyable day he insisted under great
protest from me that we should venture
to the local ale house.

While chatting 1 said how glad 1 was to
have had so much thermal practice for
free'" so to speak, and Howard suggested
I write to Wings! about the prone trike.

Firstly — The idea was to be as near
free flight as possible i.e. prone, foot
landable etc., minimum power to get you
aloft, light weight etc. aerofoil shape to
cut drag and retain a good glide. Once
aloft use thermals etec. to stay up with
the engine off.

Now, the big advantage over free flight
Is If you blow it. Just reach up, pull
the handle to start the fan, and fly off
to better looking clouds/fields ete, and start
again instead of waiting for weeks to fly
into the situation again and make another
mistake and blow it.

You see the advantage? With the engine
off, it was free flight with 50 fpm less

Howard Edwards

P
Howard Edwards and his prone trike

sink rate, I learned a lot about staying
in lift and thermalling in less time. Thanks

to Howard's advice my flying progressed ,

rapidly and safely.

I did several air displays for him, actually
we shared a show with some punters called
the "“"Red Arrows'" or something.

His co-designer and helper Bill Brooks
and myself flew over 100 miles, stopping
only for petrol — from Aylesbury to
Norfolk for the air-race,

Our units could fly in stuff to make trike
flyers hair curl and never peck or nod
their heads at all, due to very low thrust
line — through centre of mass.

Something unusual happened as we
parted that day — we shook hands as we
said cheerio, but both of us kept looking
back and waving goodbye.

That was the last time I saw him alive
so all I can say is "'thanks”’ for the great
times we had teaching, flying, sailing and
drinking together, Howard I expect a lot of
people will miss you. I know I will!!

Cheers mate,
DAVE CLAYTON,
sSutton,

Surrey.

FP.8. A special thank you to Sandra for
the present she gave me at the funeral
and good luck to her. Anyone who knows
her, do give her a call and talk hang gliding
as she is as interested as ever and would
love to hear from you.

Dear stan —

Like hundreds of others, I was taught
o fly by Howard Edwards. I am sure
I speak for all of us in saying how deeply
saddened I was to hear of his tragic death
in a powered hang gliding accident.

Howard was a gifted teacher of hang
gliding. His dedication to the sport and
his tireless enthusiasm were an inspiration
to others. These qualilics were malched
by his love of life and spontaneity and
generogity of spirit.

Howard once remarked to me how many
“genuine people” he had mel in hang
gliding. He himself was one of the most
genuine of all, and he will always be
remembered by those who knew him.

PAUL GILDON,
Charwelton Northants.

More Poetry

The Ballad of
Praise of the
Blackgang Run

The wind was howling thirty-
three
I was sitting at home having
my tea
Twrning the pages of the latest
Wings!
Full of the usual boring things
Like CFX and Barry Blore
And lots of things that I'd read
before.
But then I reached (when [
thought I'd done)
The Ballad of the Blackgang
run.

An inspiring tale of an ‘open’
task
And in verse — what more
cowld a reader ask?
I read il twice and I read il
once more
Then I let my Wings! slip down
to the floor
And I closed my eyes and joined
in the flight
Of those pilots down on the Isle
of Wight.
And I'm sure I'm not the only
one
Who joined them in the
Blackgang Run.
So thanks to “"Bob’’ and his
vivid prose
For letting me fly whilst a
Jorce eight blows
Let's hope that we hear from
him again
And anyone else with a flowing
pen

Too late, Bob!

Dear Bob (Harrison) —

You might be interested in the
following little story: I started to
learn to fly back in '76 and received
my EPL in '77. 1 then flew very
occasionally up until about 18
months ago. I got as far as
soaring Rhossili and top landing
(flying a Breen Hy-fly, seated).
I then managed ‘to loose all my
papers while abroad so I contacted
the school where 1 had first started
and asked for a replacement P1.
The CFI said that, as I hadn’t been
flying for a while, he would like
to see me do three more flights
before re-issuing my P1.

I hired a kite and followed the
school onto the hill and spent the
day doing longer and longer flights
down the hill between which 1
sweated buckets, lost my temper
and swore lugging the kite back up
the hill.

It's what Wings! has been
missing for such a long time,
A really good story told in
rhyme
A powerful tale with a hint of
fun
Like the Ballad of the Blackgang
run.

ROY BUTTERFIELD
(George Cayley Sailwing Club)

* I don't know who should feel
most insulted, me or Barry...
remind me to get you the
Penguin Book of Better Rhymes
for Poets for Xmas — Ed.

Thinks: “I'm too for this
I've soared Rhossili''. Unthmks.
On the sixth flight of the day I
tip-stalled into the hill... T didn't
really have time to be scared for
me, I knew that I could land up
dead or badly injured but I was
worrying about damaging the kite
and the kites on the hillside below
me. Anyway I was very, very lucky
and walked away without a bruise
but T did bend the kite a bit. The
two official reasons for the crash
were: overconfidence on my part
and tip-stalling because I was too
close to the hill, flying too slowly.
I can think of two further reasons:
I was tired after lugging the kite
about all day and I WAS ON A
TRAINING SLOPE TOO DAMN
CLOSE TO THE HILL.

If 1 had gone off a Rhossili or
similar I would have been two or
three hundred feet above the hill
with lots of forgiving space between
me and the hard stuff.

I can understand the CFI not
wanting to re-issue me with a P1
without first seeing me fly but I
also feel that if I had been given
an assisted launch off a cliff edge
I could have made a few mistakes
and relearnt what I had forgotten
without bending me or the kite.

On returning home after a week
away I found April's Wings! on the

mat with your article inside... Why
wasn't it printed in March's
edition???

If you wish to use all or part
or none of this letter to teach
others please be my guesl.

DELMAR BICKER-CAARTEN.
CGuildford

Brian
Wooltorton

Dear Stan —

May [ express my
deepest sympathy to
the friends and
relations of fellow
flyer *“*Wooley” who
was tragically killed
during a towing
accident on Sunday
June 6. [ also feel
very sorry for all the
people who have put
s0 much hard work
into developing towing
which is now bound to
take a major setback.

All of hang gliding will
suffer. What total
despair, poor Wooley,
poor hang gliding.

MIKE LAKE

Norwich

Ray Zschorn

Dear Stan —

During the Western
Counties Hang Gliding
Club holiday at Lachens,
Ray Zschorn
unfortunately crashed
and was killed. Ray, I
know, will be sadly
missed by all who knew
him.

We would like to thank
Dr. and Mme. Jolly for
their fantastic kindness
and generosity. Also
Bill Payne and dJoe
Binns for lending us
their van.

COLIN GRAHAM
Chairman WCHGC
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AGICIANS!

1982

15t League

18t Bob Calvert
2nd Graham Slater
3rd Mike McMillan

1982
Bleriot Cup

15t  Michael Carnet GB
2nd Tony Hughes GB
3rd Bob Harrison GB
4th Andrew Wilson GB
5th Mike de Glanville F

l

Photo Norman Lomax

1982 Fosters
British Open

15t Johnny Carr
2nd Mike de Glanville
4th Tony Hughes
5th Robert Bailey

Congratulations to Bob Calvert
for a MAGIC 108 miles and to the British

Blerlot Cup Team fora MAGIC performance

——
e

e

GLIDERS

Alrwave Gliders Limitad, Unit 2, Three Gates Industrial Extate, Magic | is BHGA spproved
Three Gates Road, Cowes, lsis of Wight, PO31 7UT, Tel, (0883) 206042  [Masic 11 is No British C of A




The victorious British team that»
Cup stayed here ..from left, Tr
Graham Hobson, Graham
Mike McMillan [wit
champagne.

e American
{manager),
ny Hughes,
apt.) with

' Back hopgie:
A

BHITAIN regained the American Cup from the USA as they
got the better of complex tactical battle in the wet and
windy Yorkshire Dales.

But it was by no means the walk-over many had predicted. The Americans, coached 3
by former British team boss Brian Milton won three out of five competition days and E
with both Canada and Brazil coming up, the contast was still wide open when the =
weather stepped in to convert the early British lead into a win. 'é

Competition director Derek Evans summed it up: “"The Americans gave the Brits -

a great run for their money. The Brits were a bit worried now and again. You Above — now then, just because you lost!
adapted very quickly. Robert Bailey under attack from Mark Bennett

The lasting memury of the flying will be the tactical war waged by Milton's men Below — We three dummies for sale or
which won them those three days. But the ploy of marking the British out of the rent are, from fleft Bob MHarrison, Jenny
race by following them nose-to-tail very nearly let the Brazilians and the Canadians in and Ganderton and John Stirk
5"""': fnh::‘nruarsrljf:‘llt ,': d‘;gﬂ :':‘:"tm‘:f injured French captain could not be } -
bbb Sl i sl Ml r " readmitted into the comp. once sub-
man defences do for football. :

: ; i g . tituted.

Said Milton: “Tactically | found it a8  pgrek Evans thanked the Dales club
fascinating competition. | always for hosting the comp. the marshals —
thought it was a two-nation competition.  prilliantly led by Jim Brown who

“Sometimes we got so carried away arranged the weather — the retrieve 2
we forgot about the other nations — drivers, the wind dummies and the long-
the Canadians would have been a major Suffering team who staffed the tele- :
factor if they had had better luck. Phone at the Conistone-with-Kilnsey
And for the French it was sad they lost Village hall HQ where the prizes were =
Mike de Glanville, but rules are rules,” Presented. :
ha E-HH:L rﬂfﬂfﬂ“g to a decision that the THE FULL STORY STARTS OVERLEAF L]

How they finished
Great Britain Canada
Pilot Glider Desyona Two Three  Four Fiva Total Piace Pilot Giider Dayonas Two Three Four Fiwve Total Place
Bob CALVERT Azur (M) 165 300 95 152 mn 883 3 Don MILLER Comat (M) 0 285 144 W6 300 816 5
Graham SLATER  Magic 199 188 149 190 0 728 B Loyd MATTHEWS Comet i} B9 0 0 0 170 35
Mike McMILLAN Magic Il &4 274 78 9 0 510 17 Darrel BOSSERT Comet OVA i} 186 i 122 0 390 26
Tony HUGHES Magic (M) 165 184 300 114 166 919 2  Dean KUPCHANKO Comet 136 170 187 129 144 me 7
Graham HOBSON  Azur (M) 176 257 B4 0 0 517 18 Sw CAMERON CometiM) B4 82 140 174 227 897 8
Robert BAILEY Magic ¥ 170 102 N 161 823 13  Ken HIEBERT Comet B4 109 28 0 n 276 n
BBE 1,373 806 541 488 4178 FIRST 263 928 B850 BN 748 3,070 FOURTH
Res — Bob Harrison Magic 11, did not Ty Aes — Harvey BLACKMORE (dnf)
USA France
Jotf BURNETT Comat 181 234 162 0 00 877 4 (5] Mike de
Mark BENNET Comat 121 124 126 102 a2 554 14  GLANVILLE Magic |1 189 —~ - - - 1% (33
Chris BULGER Skunke 214 ¥ 208 102 0 626 16  Jean F. FAUCHIER Azur o 177 a8 76 0 351 29
Doug LAWTON Sansor 166 117 n7s o a 399 25 Jean ROUSSOT Apur 112 106 3 1] 227 i 18
Stu SMITH Sansor 165 218 182 159 286 1020 1 Dandel SAINTE-MARIE Azur 85 130 20 83 a2 430 19
Bruce CASE Duck 166 136 G4 BE [i] 450 21 Christian RUDOLF  Alpha 1] 108 67 1] ar 280 e ¥
.M 829 BE6Y 449 677 3.BISSECOND  Yvon BERNARD  Azur 112 106 61 147 234 B60 10
Aes — Joff SCOTT [dni] (Rl Michel KATZMAN Vaempire - 114 2 0 0 143 (38)
518 739 184 306 B¥ 2587 FIFTH
Brazil :
Peps LOPES Azur (M) 300 203 172 136 0 813 8 Switzerland
Carioa MIEMEYER Comat 138 165 53 300 0 643 11 HRolf KNECHT Vampira i} a7 (1] 216 122 434 |
Carios FELIPE Azur 1] 1 151 0 102 413 24 Jurg HERMANN Flash o Li] (1] 1497 (1] 197 3
Julio TEDESCOD Comat 112 156 53 154 0 474 20 Warner GUBELI Flash 0 0 90 207 77 374 7
(8) Luiz NIEMEYER Comat 166 0 53 64 - 282 i30)] August LAUER Vampire 0 146 ] 132 129 446 22
Garaldo NOBRE Duck 136 203 5H 234 0 ¥/ 12 Walter LUSSI Canturion 0 (1] 13 [i] 0 1 ar
IRl Carlos LOPES Axur (M) - - - — 0 0 (3 Peter RYTER Phoanix X 1] 208 75 i} 77 360 8
84T BB 538 888 102 3263 THIRD 0 451 328 751 4065 1830 SIXTH
Aos — Walter SCHONAUER Firabird CX (dnf]
M = Mylar-coargd ghdar ¢ = Flight Designs prototype OVR = Owens Valley Racer A = Aesarve 5 = Substituted
S ‘




THE Yorkshire mist hung low on the
hills overlooking the Dales village of
Kettlewell while an wuneasy silence
shrouded the ill-feeling aroused by the
defection of leading British names to the
American cause,

It was practice week in the American
Cup — a week in which the Americans
had already shown they had talent worth
reckoning with after Mark Bennett had
flown 48 miles from Wether Fell, Hawes,
to Roseberry Topping in Cleveland to
notch a site record.

Now the weather had turned claggy with just
enough ceiling on the ridge for Doug Lawton to
get some airtime on the new Sensor after some
intense tuning to improve the handling which had
been worrying him on the early practice days.

At the foot of the ridge at Windbank was a
familiar sight — the battered old Mike Atkinson van
to be seen at every British League meeting. Less
familiar was the tattered Stars and Stripes fluttering
in the breeze above it.

That former British team boss and League founder
Brian Milton had been asked to coach the Americans
was fairly common knowledge some time before the
American Cup. That Milton had also brought in
Mike Atkinson and whichever itinerant hang glider
pilots happened to be living in his van at the time,
was not.

So the American camp consisted of Milton, Mike
and Meil Atkinson and Dave Bryant.

What's more, competitions veteran, former BHGA
training officer and Yorkshireman Keith Cockcroft
{no less) was due to arrive the day before the comp
started to blend his local knowledge with Milton's
tactical brain.

Keith had first been approached by the Americans
some time before the Cup and just before he was
due to leave for the Lariano Triangle comp. "I
rang Derek Evans and Graham Slater before | went
but couldn't get an answer and then | got back
from Italy to find all this politics,’" he said.

In the event, Keith decided to offer his services
to all the wisiting teams to avoid any ill-feeling.
He wanted to fulfil a role which would have befallen
Bob Harrison during the practice week had BHGA
council granted him the paid leave from his training
officer's post requested by competitions committee.

“l didn't want to give anyone any reason 1o go
away from this competition and be able to say ‘we
didn't know “the conditions, we didn't know the
site,” said Keith,

Brian “God"” Ayton — the man from the Met.
16

Foliow-my-leader
American style

Words — Stan Abbott
Pictures Steve Thompson

“l believe the British should be able to win on
flying skills alone — | wanted it to be a flying
competition and not purely a tactical one, or just
a test of local knowledge.”

In the end, Brian Milton suggested all the visiting
teams contribute £30 to Keith's expenses so they
would all benefit from his expertise. It was an
offer taken up by the Americans and the Brazilians,
but Keith was asked to do the job for all the
visitors.

He said: "l would not tell anybody about the
other teams, about the tactical advantages or
disadvantages — that's not what | am trying to

achieve. | am trying to achieve an across-the-board
fairness so the best pilot or the best team wins
overall.”

The underlying bitterness was to linger throughout
the comp in varying degrees. At its most extremea
Bob Calvert informed Mike Atkinson in words of
one syllable after he had stopped to offer him a
retrieval, that he'd rather accept a lift from an
Agrentinian general. Of all the British team,
Calvert was the worst affected by the American
tactics of man-to-man marking. There just seemed
no way he could get away from his tail, Stu
Smith on the Sensor.

It was a tactic that had been employed by the
Americans since the first day's competition flying
at Wether Fell, Hawes.

O0Qg
Saturday June 12, Wether Fell

WHEN the awards were made at the end of this
American Cup, competition director Derek Evans
mooted that the individual Rogallo Trophy might
perhaps be dropped in future comps as not strictly
relevant to the concept of a team competition.

Award or no award there will still be heroes...
and if one man deserved a special prize in the
Cup it was the man from the Met. — Brian
Ayton. In a week when the weather gods threw
at us the meanest, most unpredictable June
conditions, Brian Ayton excelled. He seemed almost
to be able to predict exactly what time particular
thermals would appear and what their strength
would be at any given height.

His advice on the first competition day was
invaluable and those who neglected to listen paid
dearly.

The wind on the hill was northwest, with fairly
generous cloud cover and, upwind, a thicker bank
of cloud could clearly be seen.

Brian Ayton's weather map showed a weak
occluded front lying right across the middle of
Britain, its main feature being that, should it pass
through, it would bring with it a 90-degree shift
in wind direction. US coach Brian Milton asked
the met man what he thought were the chances
of the front coming through and was told: "I
think there's a good chance it could come through
about 12 o'clock.” Brian drew him further asking
him to place odds on the front's arrival at that
tme and a cautious Mr. Ayton suggested there
was a 30 per cent chance.

The opening task of the 1982 American Cup
was to be goal XC to Masham, 20 miles downwind
with the aim being to make the flight in minimum
time after being "“clocked out” at take-off. There
were 300 points per pilot at stake, 200 for reaching
goal and up to 100 positional points. Pilots not

reaching goal would be awarded points in proportion
to the total distance provided they landed withim®

a mile of the road “comidor” route to goak
If no-one reached goal, points would be awarded
for distance alone. |

It was clearly a case of getting off early to beat
the occlusion and the British team duly got airborme
as the window opened at 11.15 and, each with
his own American “tail” following faithfully, wheeslad
their way to the low cloud base round the cornes
to the start gate in Wensleydale.

Almost as noon struck on the church clock at
Hawes, the temperature on Wether Fell dropped
noticeably and within a few moments what had®
been a steady northwesterly had become a fresh,
bracing northeast wind. The Swiss team, two of
them still rigging their ASW Flashes (*‘sooped-up™
Fledge-copy] and another three still on the hil
might as well have walked into an Alpine blizzard.
Also left was Canada's Don Miller who was joined
soon afterwards by Lloyd Matthews who left it just
too late to work his way round the cormmer with
the Brazilians.



Tony Hughes is flung off thﬂ,‘ridg& at Semerwater by his groundecrew —see page 20

WwWind dummies John Stirk and Bob Harrison
were briefed by chief marshal Jim Brown to stay
or the hill until the competitors decided to call it a

-
i

! was a long, cold task with about as much

DuTpOsSe as waiting to witness the Martian landing.

Jnce on their way, the British team found their
2arly departure counting against them: the newly-
ri" ved northeast wind was funnelled up Wensleydale
‘and pilots found they might as well try flying
Twrough a brick wall.

vieanwhile, Pepe Lopes had rounded the corner
= 1o the northerly face of Wether Fell rather later

&< was able to build height there to achieve a
onger glide to make the day's best distance of
20K, (6.7 past start).

Joper Wensleydale afforded a bizarre spectacle
2 nearly 30 gliders struggled to improve their
sosition points by making that next field. A
mepless Post Office engineer was minding his own
=u=iness at the top of his pole when he suddenly
s2w several gliders landing in the adjacent fields.
== was soon surrounded by a multi-national gaggle

" e Harry Wakingon

'

of hang glider pilots each brandishing his landing
witness form at the foot of the pole. He signed
them all.

Back at the Conistone village hall briefing HQ
the map was threatening to disintegrate as the
monitors endeavoured to sandwich ever more
position pins into the tiny space that marked the
day’'s achievements.

Once the tangle was sorted out it showed an
American lead of 1,011 points to Britain's B68,
Brazil's 847, France's 518 and the Canadians” 263.

Meanwhile, one of the French team was reported
found in Littondale, at 90 degrees to the prescribed
route. It was a course also followed by wind
dummy Jenny Ganderton who ran in front of the
squall to make a fairly terrifying XC, the luffing
lines on her Magic Il snapping either in turbulence
ar in the ensuing exciting landing.

Graham Slater got a taste of things to come
when he aggravated an old chest injury, pulling
a muscle as he avoided a potential mid-air. He
landed in the same field as Mike de Glanville
to find the French captain also in agony — he

had pulled his back sitting in his car, ..

With one of the Brazillans also in trouble, it
was a disgruntled local doctor who finished his
rounds that night by packing Slater off to bed after
a hot bath.

An onlooker might have been forgiven the next
day for thinking hang gliding must be a terribly
dangerous sport as the Canadians’ Harvey
Blackmore hobbled round in his plaster cast,
acquired just before the comp. after he sprained
nis ankle jumping off “one of those stone fences
yvou have round here"”.

Pot or no pot, Harvey was in fact the official
Canadian reserve; a pre-competition meeting of team
officials had decided to allow substitutions, but only
in the case of injury and once substituted, a pilot
would not be allowed to return to the comp.

It was therefore a considerable blow to the French
already without Gerard Thevenot and Klaus
Kohmstedt when de Glanville proved unfit to fly on

e amarcon cor (R
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the sacond day and had his request to be
allowed back in the team on the third day
turned down in accordance with the earlier
decision.

Thevenot and Kohmstedt had gone instead to
Owens Valley to practice for the Classic and
the loss of their captain effectively hammered
the last nail into the French coffin, to be placed
in the hang gliding mortuary alongside the ghost
of their recent Bleriot Cup defeat.

But what of the Swiss team who had been
invited to the Cup on the strength of thair
sacond-place showing at the world championships
at Beppu? And why was Walter Schonauer,
ninth at Beppu, there only as manager and
resarvars

The Swiss arrived too late to get in any
practice flying before the Cup and it showed.
After their first day disaster, it was two days
before Werner Gubeli learned to follow thermals
back behind the hill and yet one more before
Jurg Hermann learned the same trick which had
caught out the French in last year's Bleriot
Cup in the Dales.

Walter Schonauer told Wingsl his team was
without many of the country's leading fliers for
a variety of reasons including academic examin-
ations. For his part, he was tired with
competition flying, he said. “Perhaps in two or
three years | will return.”

But underlying the team’s situation is a bizarre
political wrangle that has split the sport in
Switzerland ever since the Swiss Aero Club
muscled in and attempted to set up its own
national hang gliding body. At the same time,
there have been wrangles over the team selection
process in which some pilots have been selected
on the basis of past rather than present perfor-
mancea.

ooad

So what omens did this American victory
carry on what had become a rather Mickey
Mouse first day?

Brian Milton was perhaps a little hasty in
declaring the result as proof of the American
tactical pudding though there was no doubting
two things: the American close-marking was not
to the liking of some British pilots, and this
young team was an efficient single-minded skilful
unit that was going to prove anything but a
walkover.

An American team without Rich Pfeiffer may
sound a bit like baked beans without tomato
sauce but those who had flown with Pfeiffer
were quick to suggest that his thoroughly self-
motivated approach did little for team morale.
“He's got a big ego and he's hard to work with
in a team.” said one.

In what suggests some ill-conceived calendar
writing, the American Cup clashed with the
South California Regionals, one of the USA's
main meets on which hung a lot of points
for the US rankings. There were points too to be
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Burnett, Doug Lawton,

had in the American Cup, but not as many.

Pfeiffer had reportedly ruled himself out of the
American Cup because he wanted points to book
his place to the World Championships next
year. Ironically, he got no points in the regionals
after his mid-air with Chris Price reported
alsewhere in this issue.

So, the Americans had a nice bunch of guys,
captained by American Cup veteran 25-year-old
Jeff Burnett from New Hampshire.

“Flying conditions in New England are very
similar to here,” Jeff told Wings!. "“"We have
small thermals and similar terrain. The only
difference is that we have as many forests
as you have fields and as many landing areas
as you have trees.

"l think we have a very strong team,” he said
during the practice week. “It's not as if we
have the best pilots — but a lot of pilots with
more points are used to bigger conditions and
desert thermals.,

“Myself, Doug Lawton, Bruce Case and Stu
Smith are used to the east coast and scratching.”
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No, it's Bulletman

— tha new harness from Wills as flown by Bruce Case

A touch of class —
Mika Atkinson with the
US Sandwiches!

Before the comp, he saw the Americans’
strength lying in open XC where navigation
counted for less and, surprisingly, in coping with
strong windy conditions where he expected the
Sensor to come into its own.
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Sunday June 13, Model Ridge, Cariton Bank

WHEN the Dales club first sat down with BHGA
competitions committee representatives to talk
about the American Cup, the problem of
northerlies was raised. ..

~The Dales club lacks a good northerly XC
site and so a tentative arrangement was made
with the North Yorkshire Sailwing Club to cover
the unlikely eventuality.

On the basis that the impossible always
happens, we should have realised, QED, that
the unlikely was pretty sure to occur.

It is a long winding drive from the southern
Dales to the Cleveland Hills where Harry
Hodgeson and the rest of the North Yorkshire
club welcomed and suffered the arrival of the
American Cup charabanc.

An open distance XC task with a 10K minimum
to score was declared. The French brought in
Michel Katzman for the injured de Glanville.

The usual exit from the Model Ridge is to
cross the gulley to the east and scrape up into
Cringle bowl, some 500ft. higher. The British
team today held back in the belief the day was
going to get better. Then after they did take
off, Slater, Hobson, Hughes and Bailey all
landed and rested another half hour. Bob
Calvert voiced his intention to file a complaint
against Stu Smith for following him everywhere.
It was hard to imagine the complaint could be
upheld on any other than “breach of privacy”
grounds.

Stu Smith was doing successfully after a day
what league pilots had been trying for years
to achieve — mark Bob Calvert.

So close was his marking that Smith seemed
to have established some sort of umbilical extra-
sensory link with the British distance champion.
He knew exactly how often Calvert looked at
his watch as the master worked out the thermal
cycle. Calvert hated it. But Smith was not
to be put off,




“At one time he tried to lose me
out front but he couldn't quite do
it. All the rest of the time, |
matched him turn for turn,” said
Smith. “He didn't like it — he
yvelled at me and everything.

“| didn't make any efforts to
intimidate him and he made maybe
a couple of efforts to intimidate me
but it was obvious he had control
— he is such a precise pilot | would
not hesitate to fly close to him."”

Ironically, on that day Calvert
did get the better of Smith... for
the first and last time. They had
finished dead level on the first day.

Indeed, it was Calvert's — and
Britain's — day with him taking first
place with 29.75K, Mike McMillan
second with 26.25K, Canada's Don
Miller third with 25.35K and
Graham Hobson fourth with 24.6K.

Said Smith candidly afterwards:
“He out-thermalled me but the
other things that hurt me were that
my glider has a lot of adverse yaw
and also | was really crazy and
forgot to throw my ballast.

“For me he is obviously the best
pilot in the meet and | have learned
a lot from him.

“I stayed with him when there
were clouds moving through and
we were fairly high at about 3,000ft.
but | didn't go because Bob knows
the country and he made the judge-
ment not to go."”

Eventually he saw that Calvert
had spotted a hole in the sky
upwind followed by a low cloud
street that was going to cut the
sun off and that's when both
went for it.

“| think part of the reason he
waited was to see if | would get
sick and he took a chance to try
and lose me. When he climbed
in a fairly steep thermal he could
outclimb me.”

Meanwhile, there were things
happened apart from the Anglo-
American tactical battle. There
were also things not happening.
Twice the Swiss Flashes made it
to cloudbase. . .twice they used their
amazing glide angle only to return
to the ridge. Neither got away.

Appeals chairman Noel Whittall
began the day with no intention
of going XC but found himself

Canadian tactical huddle

Jurg Hermann on his Flash — alone as the rest leave Cringle

trying to wind-dummy the Swiss
on their way. He went on to
finish a respectable half way up the
field which he reckoned showed al
that anyone could do it and b)
that anyone lodging an appeal
could expect to have it dealt with
by someone who at least knew
what was going on.

So at the end of the day the
results provided Britain with a
handsome win, their only one of
the comp, by 1,373 to the second-
placed Canadians with 928. Brazil

Walter Lussi takes off on the Centurion at the Model Ridge

had 886, the USA 829, France 739
and the Swiss 451, so Britain
moved into the lead with 2.241
to the USA’s 1,840, and Brazil's
1.733.

Then came France on, 1,257,
Canada on 1,191 and the Swiss
on 451.

This day marked the start of a
Canadian revival after the first day's
disaster which saw them right up
with challengers at the end of the
comp. The loss of Harvey
Blackmore had been a blow but
in Dean Kupchanko and Don Miller
particularly they were presenting a
strong fight.

Reports that the Canadians were
going to arrive with a team of UP-
sponsored sandwich Mylar gliders
coached by Pete Brock of UP
himself proved to have been
considerably exaggerated and any
connection Brock may have had
with the team had been old news
some months previously. Indeed
the team was largely self-financed
with some support from Wardair
and Jasper Tramways, a British
Columbia cable car operator.

“We have got a really good XC
team and | expect to see everybody
flying the American Cup in Canada
next year,” said a confident
Canadian manager Jan Matthews
before the comp.

Ooo
Monday June 14, Cringle Moor

WITH the weather reports brighter
for the coast, chief marshal Jim
“he never got it wrong right
through the comp.” Brown opted
for the long trip to Cringle again,

for an open XC with a 5K minimum
to score.

Many doubting Thomases
questioned his wisdom, saying as
thay left the sunshine of the Vale
of York for the increasing sea-
influence gloom, that the sea
breeze would have killed it dead.

The difference between today
and yesterday, said Brian “God"”
Ayton was that the airstream off
the sea was now unstable and so
although the first wave of sea air
had already moved through,
thermals would begin to build
again.

Today belonged to Tony Hughes
who was the one pilot who made
it through the sea air to connect
with a good cloud street that took
him the best destance of the entire
competition, 43 miles to Holme-on-
Spalding-Moor.

Indeed, it could be said that the
entire result hinged on that one
flight as it both rescued a generally
mediocre British result that day and
slashed the value of the American
distances.

Today was also TV day number
two... it began badly. Graham
Slater had provided a Puma two-
seater for air-to-air shots during the
comp. and the duty of transporting
the machine the 60-odd miles to
Cringle befell Trevor Birkbeck who
hurriedly attached the trailer to his
car. He was alarmed as he drove
through Kettlewell just three miles
down the road to see the trailer
overtake him and head straight for
a wall. Things might not have
been too bad had it not taken it into
its head to swerve at the last
minute into the back of a brand

new Vauxhall Cavalier, causing
£500 damage.
The trike survived almost

unscathed as did Tony Hughes,
thanks to the efforts of others in
the team bus in preventing him
from doing his St. George bit and
gallantly leaping out and catching
the trailer single-handed.

Once on site, the BBC crew
decided to take its regulation lunch
break at the Blackwell Ox and
returned to find everyone had taken
off. They were lucky to catch
Tony Hughes who had landed,

and snatched a quick interview in
which Tony predicted he would
make 50 or 60 miles.
out, Tony.

Not far

Pape Lopes — “it's cold here
at Semerwater|”
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Brian Milton, in his Press briefing, said his
team would stick with the same tactics despite
the day before's rout. "Our policy yesterday
was that we did the right thing and a really
lucky hole came through for the British, "

But today, Bruce Case would leave Bailey
and stick instead with Mike McMillan. “Bailey
seems to be going off form,” said Milton.

The day's results would show that while
Lawton got the better of McMillan, and Smith
got the better of Calvert, Graham Hobson
outdid his shadow, Bruce Case.

It was an arduous day's flying, with pilots
taking the best part of three hours to make
just ten miles.

Milton's comments afterwards were: “We had
them killed — they were outflown.

“Bailey blew it because he left lift — three
of my pilots were nearly in the pits but they
got away and we all thought Jeff Burnett
had sewn up the day when he got more than
26K. | nearly had a baby there and then!”

Bailey's comments were rather less effusive:
“The lift was wvery bitty. Jean Roussot flew
out before me and wound his turn and lost
200ft. in half a circle and then | did the same
thing myself the other diretion. From 3,000ft.
and landing at 750ft. it doesn't take much
time to reach the deck in that sort of sink."”

Today was also the day Walter Gubeli got
away on his Flash and made more than 12K.
His colleague Jurg Hermann again went to
cloudbase and turned back and was left alone
on the ridge when the day finally died good
and proper.

So the Americans took the day with BE9,
Britain made B08 with Tony Hughes accounting
for 300 of that, Canada 650, Brazil 538,
France 384 and Switzerland 325. That meant
Britain now led the USA by 3,049 to 2,709,
with Brazil on 2,271, Canada, 1,841, France
1.641 and Switzerland 776.

A

Tuesday June 15, Semerwater

THIS was the day of Brazil and the Great
American disaster. Fired by their country’s
2-1 defeat of the Soviet Union, world champion
Pepe Lopes and co. learned how to go for
it in the pouring rain as they set out, seemingly
with Scotland — home of their next World
Cup victims — the goal.

It was a pig of a day with a low cloud
that saw some tops still tickled by cloud
as the XC window, 5K minimum, opened.

The moderate SE wind was good enough to
sustain the entire field on the ridge — just.
The sky was jampacked and it didn't do much
for the nerves when two US Air Force Phantoms
screeched right through the middle of the pack,
just one appearing to take evasive action as
wind dummy Bob Harrison did a steeply banked
360 at the approaching noise.

Gradually the field got away, sucked from the
ridge by the passing clouds...it would be hard
o picture the ground pumping out thermals
on such a dull day.

It was bitter cold on the ridge. It was
pretty hot in the sky — Jenny Ganderton landed
and complained bitterly that the wind dummy’s
task was not made easier by competitors who
seemed to take delight in tipping the wind
dummies from thermals.

Eventually the numbers in the sky had been
whittled down to about 12 when the heavens
opened. One of the great things about limestone
country is that you get potholes and with John
Stirk's large Typhoon and a 12ft diameter hole
it was possible to make quite a cosy shelter
for assorted wind dummies, marshals, Press
and hangers-on.  Beware, however, getting
lumbered with the spot beneath the king post!

As the trickle through the king post hole
became a torrent and we began to wonder
seriously whether it was wise to lie beneath
a metal pole on an exposed hill top in potentially
thundery weather, we were amazed to see the
last few gliders going for it in heavy rain
beneath an ominously cu-nimby cloud. In the
gaggle were most of the Brazilian team and,
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The British team and the “Popembile”. The Papal emblem on the door shows
it was part of the Papal entourage — British Layland kindly loaned it to us so
we at least had God on our side!

yes, the two Swiss Flashes going for it at
last. Mike McMillan reported afterwards his
vario showed 15-up on the edge of the cloud.

Brazil's Carlos Niemeyer went on to make
43.5K and Geraldo Mobre did 29.8,the two best
distances of the day. Pepe Lopes made 14.5
after having to change his Azur for an identical
one after the Mylar tore in the whiplash of a
heavy top landing.

At the next day's briefing, comp director
Derek Evans reminded fliers that cloud flying was
against both air law and competition rules and
any complaint upheld carried an automatic DSQ.
Graham Slater, whose 22.7K was the best
British distance, commented he had been flying
at cloud base when a gap appeared and he
saw two gliders 1,000ft. above him. No specific
complaints were |lodged.

On a day of changed American tactics,
Graham Hobson lured Jeff Burnett and Doug
Lawton owver the back to Stags Fell where
all three went down for zero.

Tony Hughes pulled a remarkable tactical
coup as he lured Bruce Case into a top landing.
Top landing was one area in which the British
had a clear advantage with few of the visitors
ever really coming to grips with the technique.

Twice Tony made it obvious he was landing
and duly the American followed. Once he saw
the American was committed, Hughes himself
landed and waited until Case's feet touched
the ground. Then Hughes was almost thrown
back into the air by three waiting wiremen,
with a confused Case totally unprepared.

He went un to make 12.1K to the American’s
9.7. Hughes later alleged Case had cut under
him on a landing approach and his king post

had actually brushed his harness. It prompted
a stern general warning on airmanship from
Derek Evans.

So while the Americans spent their waking
hours following British pilots, the inevitable had
finally happened: the Brazilians had sneaked
through to win the day with B88 points —
even the Swiss beat the British and Americans,
despite Walter Lussi and Peter Ryter both scoring
ducks.

They got 751, Britain 641, Canada 531, the
USA way down on 449 and France 306.
That American disaster allowed the Brazilians to
slip into second place overall on 3,161, within
striking distance of Britain's 3,690. Then came
the USA on 3,158 Canada 2,372, France
1.947 and Switzerland 1,527.

1 I

At this stage Pepe Lopes was showing a fairly
impressive lead in the race for the Rogallo
Trophy with B13 points to Tony Hughes's 763.

It was good to see the Brazilians doing well
after being all but written off in the practice
week. Carrying their gliders the B500ft. up
Windbank had all but killed them one sunny
day (yes there were a couple in practice week)
and they went against all advice and actually
left their gliders at the top on the offchance
the wind might be on the hill again the next
day — it wasn't,

For Pepe Lopes — hang gliding's answer
to Zico — coming to Britain was perhaps
less of a culture shock than for some of his
team-mates.

John Stirk on the Foster's Typhoon over Semerwater



“It's completely different here — you have
to carry your kitel

“In Brazil we take off 500 metres over forest
and go high in the mountains. But | think
here is very good for XC because you get to
cloudbase easy and then you go, go, gol
In Brazil you go up fast, yes — but you come
down fast too.”

For the 24-year-old world champion, the
American Cup was just the start of a world
tour that would take him to Owens Valley and
then surfing in Hawaii and Bali before returning
to Europe for Sansicario and the European
Championships.

He is a lucky man in both hang gliding and
Brazilian terms for not only does he enjoy
sponsorship from Levi's but he has also been
well-rewarded for his successess in both surfing
and hang gliding. He earns his living at Ipanima
beach where he lives at Rio and sells beach
snacks and surfboards.

| got money because | make a lot of surf
boards and export them to Hawaii and Australia.
In Rio my surf board was very popular — like
the Azur of surfing.

“| was three times Brazilian surfing champion.
| was doing both sports good but not excellent.
| prefer to hang glide in Rio because the surf
in Brazil is not so big. | don't know how
long | will hang glide but | hope | have a lot
of experiences still to see.”

mEREE

Well, the Brazilians may have overtaken the
USA, but there was no mistaking that night
where the British hang-ups lay.

Australian ace Steve Moyes had just rolled
into town with fellow Missile pilots Rickie Duncan
and Stevie Gilmour. Now if you've got a problem
who do you turn to if not an expert...or an
agony aunt.

The conversation in the King's Head at
Kettlewell that night went a little like this...

“Dear Moyesie, |I've got this problem. This
American keeps following me everywhere | go
and no matter what | try and do | just can't
seem to shake him off. He outflies me, he
outperforms me. What can | do? I'm at
my wits’ end. Yours in hope, Superman,
Blackburn, Lancs.”

There was no easy answer, although Moyes
was to show everyone the hard answer the
following day with a piece of sheer brilliance.

That night did provide some welcome relief
from the competition stress as Noel Whittall
discovered what was allegedly a machine for
testing whether you were over the limit.

| doubted its integrity as soon as | set eyes
on it. What could blowing into a complicated
set of copper tubes to turn a weather vane
possibly have to do with the breathalyser? But
it looked harmless enough as we watched its
owner blow hard and spin the wheel.

So muggins is guinea pig and doesn't he
just get covered all over in talcum powder?!
The whole pub remained in wuproar while
everyone tried their own theory as to how to
avoid a plastering. Rob Bailey sucked it with
predictably disastrous consequences. Others
blocked off the talcum jets only to experience
the dire results of back-pressure in the talcum
chamber. Tony Hughes tried three times with
brash confidence and got covered three times.
Trust Graham Hobson to get it right first time!
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Wednesday June 16, Wether Fell

A DAY that promised so much and gave so
little. With a clear blue sky it all looked
on for a better stab at the minimum elapsed
time goal XC to Masham.

Brian Ayton predicted cloudbase nsing to
4,000ft. but only weak to moderate thermals,
disjointed by windshear at 2,000ft.

Brian Milton confidently predicted the task
would be bad for the Americans because
everybody would reach goal and it would be
hard to close the points gap.

His captain Jeff Burnett was fairly candid

Wellie throwing

about the day before's debacle:
have been tactical errors on our part. We have

“| think there

been more concerned with the tactics than
flying and that's hurt us.”

The task, meanwhile, certainly wasn't going
to be easy. The wind on the ridge was very
light with very little cloud drift and though the
day was cooking the thermals were clearly both
hard to find and hard to work as Bob Harrison
and Jenny Ganderton and as many other
volunteer wind-dummies as could be found made
repeated trips down. Only John Stirk managed
to save his legs all day and wound his way
to the clouds at least twice.

To emphasise the point that, if difficult, the
task still remained possible, Steve Moyes —
his Missile damaged at Semenwater the day before
— borrowed Rob Bailey's Magic Il and lobbed
off.

He looked to be losing it until he headed
rght out half a mile over the valley where
he caught a zero, worked it for ten minutes
making nothing back to the ridge and then
worked his way first to cloudbase, then three
miles back. And he still made it back to the
ndge. "He was lucky,” said many. Strange
how some people get all the luck.

But the failure of France's Yvon Bernard and
the Swiss Peter Ryter to get away when they
eventually did try at nearly 3pm only emphasised
the determination of everyone else to remain
hillbound.

It was sad that with the opportunity there
to make a task of it, no manager was prepared
to instruct just one or two members to give
it a go. It would have cost little, for if
no-one made goal, the take-off time became
irrelevant anyway and there was nothing to stop
a pilot making a bottom landing and carrying up.

In the event, even the home side waited
for word on the bush telegraph that there was
an east wind in the next valley and prepared
to take off and go for it in the convergence.

The British suffered an acute attack of
paranoia when it was in fact Jeff Burnett who
took off first. They felt sure someone must
have leaked the met news to which they thought
they were privy.

But Jeff Burnett is an intelligent flier and
he'd been watching the sky. “"We had already
had one cycle from behind but | figured we
had to do something to get the penguins
off the hill. | saw Keith Cockcroft go up
and | didn't want to get caught on the hill
again. When | got up | saw it was already
blowing northeast at Semerwater and | realised
it was just going to be a straight glide.”

On reflection a straight race to goal might have
got people off the hill but could have caused
congestion.

A straight glide it became, with the landing
placings looking remarkably similar to the first
day's flying, with Burnett's early decision to go
rewarded by first place with a paltry 4.2K.
Many were the zeros, with three apiece for
Britain and the USA and five for the poor
Brazilians.

So Canada won the day with 748, USA
677, France 630, Britain 488, Switzerland 405
and Brazil (with Carlos Lopes in for the injured
Luiz Niemeyer) 102.

That gave the overall positions that were to
remain as the weather wiped out each remaining
day.

THE Thursday looked most unpromising with a
thick claggy mist everywhere. Ostensibly it
lifted enough only to allow freeflying on the ridge
at Semerwater once competition flying was
called.

But with cloudbase a couple of hundred feet
over the top and the Americans practising some
rather impressive wing-overs, four British decided
to pop over the back and see just what could
be achieved in very marginal conditions.

“Quietly each of us sneaked away off the
end of the ridge,” said Bob Calvert. “'Tony
Hughes got away first and disappeared off the
end of the ridge and once we knew he'd made
it, Graham Hobson, Graham Slater and |
followed.”

They went over the back at Wether Fell
with about 50ft and flew straight through the
rotor. Tony Hughes recalled three vicious
thumps, the first being the worst, that left
him fearing he might even tuck. The rotor
was so violent Bob Calvert's vario was left
dangling on its back-up after he thumped it with
his elbow.

Making cloudbase at 2,000ft. over Dodd Fell,
the glide to the next ridge, Widdale Fell, cost
only about 3-400ft. Having tried the north
end of the hill and found it “horrific” they
headed south., "It got more and more rotary
and more and more windy and by bottle went,”
recalled Calvert, That was when Hobson caught
up and the three watched as Tony Hughes
disappeared over the back into Dentdale,
followed by Percy Moss in the “Popemobile”
for the fastest telepathic XC pick-up in history.

The other three went on to record a remarkable
flight to Kendal, about 25 miles. The flight
included an amazing scene of “being blown like
leaves” in the howling wind up what was little
more than a gently sloping moor. “We even
had to soar ROUND this 6ft. TV aerial,” said
Calvert. After working up through gulleys in
anything up to 40 mph winds, they connected
with a wave system and topped out at 4,700ft.
eventually landing at 8pm. _

“The idea was to wind the Americans up,”
said Graham Slater. ““What we were aiming
at was trying to get more than 5Ks in those
conditions.

“We really stuck our necks out hopping across
onto Dodd in that wind and it paid off. It
proves that if you really try something, it can
be done.”

So with the pressure off, the crack British
team at last showed its real metal. So sad
then, with four teams in with a chance, that
that was the end of flying.

Friday marked another TV wisit and was
therefore both rained and blown away. Saturday,
on the contrary, gave us 1 mph on the fell
tops and while the wind dummies tried to test
out a triangle task, there was never really a
chance. An impromptu football match saw

Brazil win, | think (some of us had a bad

night at the Yorkshire evening on Friday).

Harrison won the wellie throwing.

~ On Sunday the competition was called off at
12, with no suggestion of an improvement as

the rain fell.

Bob

Robert Bailay tickling trout
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Malverns record

— 71 miles to the sea

MARC Asquith and | rigged our
Demons at Kettle Sings, Malvern Hills,
an easterly with take-off 1,100" ASL.

The wind was about 10° off and blowing
30+ mph. Birmingham Met office had forecast
not more than 15 mph with cloudbase at 7,000ft.

in the air for 50 minutes and
was really annoyed with myself at not having

_:EF — good XC weather.
N | had been
= &
aLnEr~no | gone for it
FPESTiriD0

| eventually left with a nice, big thermal
and four or five 360s later I'm .over the ridge
with 1500 ATO.

S0 you want to fly Snowdon?

(or to hell with the train!)

TO a League pilot a fiight from Snowdon may not be
anything special. but to a week-end pilot it obviously
is, judging from reports from people who have managed

to get to the top for a fly
down.

Having hesard all about the
aggro involved in getting up

by train, | thought it would
be a good idea to look at

the other possibilities.
Starting with the O/S
Snowdonia National Park

map | planned a few "flights
of fancy” in advance of a
two week holiday in May/
June,

On Sunday, May 30, the
Met. at Valley gave us 15
knots at 2000 feet, south-
east, and very hot. By 10.156
Bill Church and | were rigged
up at Gloddfa Ganol, Blaenau
Ffestiniog.

| had rigged on a ledge
lower down, and ran over
the edge at 10.30. The take-
off is about 700 feet above
the landing field, with about
200 feat to the top. | very
soon found a good thermal,
and at a 1,000 feet above
take-off flaw crosswind,
south west, to the Moehwyns,
and over the pumped storage
schame dam,

| turned N/W and set off
for Snowdon, about 6.5 miles.
The wind was vary light,
and there was not much lift,
the sun being still too low to
produce much activity on the
north west side of the
Moelwyns,

| crossed the Nant Gwynant
Pass between the two lakes,
exactly on course for the
south-east bowl of Snowdon,
at about 3000 ASL.

| flew straight into it with
the vario now on zero. There
was very little sign of wind
on the lakes but the cloud
shadows were moving from
the south-east and | felt sure
that the bowl would produce
plenty of lift, as it was now
nearly midday with the sun
full on itt As the wvario
bagan to lift, | followed the
spine on my left. with a
casual wave and “good
morning” to the stream of

by John Higham

hikers going up the ridge.

As | approached the
summit | looked up to see
a row of people lining the
edge who had obviously
sean me flying below in the
bowl. The lift increased, and
was a steady 4up as |
reached the top, turning into
wind.

The wind was so light |
could fly forward, with 5up
on the wvario at min. sink.
The area of lift axtendad far
out over the bowl and the
only time | lost any height
was during a few mild wing-
overs to entertain the
trippers. At about 12 o'clock
| decided to leave towards
Rhyl, north east across the
south-east face of the range
— & bad mistake! | circled
over the summit, rapidly
reaching 5500 ASL. What a
view! | was still able to see
the south east face below
me. | should have known
there would be no wind
lowar down! | lost 2,500
feet in the glide over the
Lianberis Pass to Glyder,
only to find no wind and no
lift. “Hell, I've blown it!"
| turned back across the
ridge and right (north) onto
the Llanbaris Pass.

Almost at once it got very
rough, and just as | was
starting to worry about
mountain/valley winds | got
a good thermal which took
me high enough to reach the
south-east face of Elidir
(3.000 feet), above the slate
quarries at Llanberis. | flew
along the face and called:
“Is there any bloody wind?"
to some hikers below me.
“None at all!”

Howeaver, towards the end
of the face it got a bit rough
and | turned into a thermal
which eventually took me
back to 5000 feet. What a
reprieve! | worked very light
thermals for the next half
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hour, looking for Anglesey in
the haze, and wvery slowly
losing height. Down to
about 3,000 fest | saw the
yellow sands at the north-
east end of the Menai Straits.
The clouds had almost all
faded away, and just as |
was giving up hope of
crossing the straits | saw a
small cloud developing.
Things improved quite a bit
after this, and | eventually
crossed the Straits at about
4,500 feet, about one mile
southwest of the Britannia
Bridge.

| thought that Mona air-
field was closed on Sundays
(oh dearll. Down to 1,000
feat | got 2-up off Liangefni
and found myself drifting
southwest. The lower wind
was northeast, although the
cloud shadows were still
from the southeast. As |
slowly gained height |
suddenly saw a runway
through the haze, and at the
same time a small light air-
craft appeared, and made a
high wide circle above me.
| turned down wind towards
the biggest field | could find
and landed, at Cefncwmwd,
by the A5 at 1.30pm.

A young man on a bicycle
arrived, having seen me land.
He was suitably surprised to
hear whera | had come from,
being a pilot at Mona Flying
Club. He assured me there
would be no trouble and
want off to find a car with
a roof rack. No sooner had
ha left than the club
chairman arrived. The plane
| had seen was flown by an
instructor, and had beean
called up to warn ma that |
was near an airfield. | was
taken with my glider to the
Mona Flying Club where |
was made very welcome.

| had a very good tea at
the Flying Club and signed
the visitor's book, including
origin of flight and type of
aircraft. My thanks to the
chairman, Ken Pattinson,

Distance: Z3% miles,
Duration: 3 hours,
Glider; Large Azur,
Inatrumants: Ball
altimeatar,

varie, Thommean

by Jack Rayne

At 5,000 ft, looking at the clouds there are
some likely looking ones to the north west so
off | go, working zeros and one-ups. 5,600
ATO (6,700 ASL) comes up on the altimeter
— over a8 mile height gain. Just north of
west 15 my course which will take me north
of Hereford.

Down to 4,500 ATO, spotting a cloud down
wind sends me off in that direction. In a short
while the vario read 2 to 5 up — then 10-up.
It was really difficult trying to stay with it.
Without warning, the right wing drops, then the
nose. | go weightless just for a second or
s0, without doing much myself the glider levels
out. Taking a few seconds to compose myself,
| turn back towards where | think the thermal
15. For the next few minutes I'm thrown about
as | try to stay with it. At 5000 ATO
I've had enough, having THOROQUGHLY
frightened myself.

Crossing the hilis at Kington, the terrain
ahead flattened out — this was indicated by
the meandering of a river over -the now greener
ground. With no sign of any thermals |
relax to take in the view.

Below me and to my right there was a piece
of moorland about Ymile across. | deflected
my course to fly downwind of it. It worked —
| got the best thermal of my flight, a steady
S5+up at 4,000 ATO. it fades to a 2-up.
| widen my 360s then wham — the wvario
reads 10-up. Tightening my 380s, eyes glued
to my pellet vario. The pellet was oscillating
from side to side at the top of the tapered
tube. | felt sure that it was going to drill a
hole and pop out of the top. The 10-up
eased back to a 5 then 2-up and zerced at
6,200ft. ATO. {7,300 ASL), cloud base.

Working the zero for a while, the wvario
started to read 510 up and | felt tha air
getting cooler as the cloud started to close
in on ma.

| lost my bottle, pulling the bar to my knees,
| still have a 1-up, | held it there, the muscles
in my legs twitching with the tension of pushing
against my stirrup.

Two or three minutes later | popped out of
the cloud into the clear blue sky. | eased
the bar out and sighed with raliaf.

What | saw next made me more apprehensive
— mountains that stretched as far as the eye
could see,

It was not that they were high — just intimi-
dating. To my left were large reservoirs
surrounded by wvery dark rocky looking ground.
A steep-sided valley connected the reservoirs
to a largish town (Ryder] below ma.

Visibility was about eight-ten miles so it was
ir:r{*;pﬂssiblﬂ to see how far it was to the other
side.

Looking at my altimeter, it read 6,000 ATO
(7,100 ASL). It would be criminal to wind
all that height off.

| noticed two cars going reasonably fast along
what I'd earlier thought was a track into the
mountains. This gives me new heart so | make
my mind up to follow the road into the barren
terrain. My vario read 1 to 2 down. At
5,000 ATO and a few miles into the mountains
the vario reads 1 up 360ing for what seemed
ages gave me B600ft more height. The road
below turned to the south, went into a steep-
sided valley. My progress over the ground
seemed to have speeded up, this was probably
due to the air speeding up owver the higher
ground.

Remembering the wind speed at take-off, it
would be hazardous to land on top. The valley
| was now following had steep sides — the
white water in the largish stream told me the
flat-looking bottom to the valley was in fact
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day

BOB CALVERT looks at the weather on
April 8 when he did his 112-mile flight

from Sarn mid-Wales.

With kind help

from meteorologist Brian Ayton.

The synoptic situation

AT 1200 GMT a cold front
from Penzance to Calais
was moving south leaving
the UK covered in a cold,
very unstable northerly air-
stream.

A ridge of high pressure
was extending eastwards
from the Atlantic lowering
the depth of instability in
the west. The airmass was
Arctic Maritime in origin,
gradually warming in the
lowest layers as it moved
southwards from the polar
seas and consequently
becoming progressively
more unstable.

Tephigram

THE tephigram shows the

from Aughton, near Liver-
pool. 1ne winds moderated
during the afternoon as the
ridge extended eastwards.
The solid line is the dry
bulb temperature, decreasing
with height at super
adiabatic rates in the lowest
45 mb (1300 ft) and near
dry adiabatic rate from 965
mb to 790 mb (1300 to
6500 ft).

Above 790 mb a marked
inversion caused by
subsidence in the ridge pre-
vented any further ascent of
air and the cumulus to
spread out into strato-
cumulus. The winds were
constant in direction with
height and there was very
little wind shear, i.e. change
of velocity with height. All
these factors are conducive
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The solid Ene on the tephigram
represanis the av femperalurs and
the dorted Ane, the dew poinl —
ne ircreased tron of the fnes
abowe JS0mb tx the fempersiure
imversion which causes the curmnulug
fo spresd info strafo-cumoius,

Cloud baze occurs st the mesling
af the Dry Adisbatic Lapse FRale
e plorted from 8C (surfece formg. )
with & constent mozivee bne drown
from the dew point af ground level.
With greteful thanks 10 Derak
Warner, Mer, Office, RAF Leeming.

well-formed thermals and
thermal streets.

WITH the wind between
WNW and N, away from
windward coasts and on the
high pressure side of the
airflow, the cloud was well
broken and limited in dev-
elopment, facilitating good
surface heating and a steep
lapse rate. Many of the
previous notable XC flights
have been flown in just
these conditions and will, |

possible opportunity of a
200-mile flight in the UK.
| am convinced it's possible
now! The more we under-
stand the air in which we
fly, the further we will fly.
of XC flights will be out-
and-returns which will also

require expertise in assessing

In the first League | was
amazed to see how quickly
the standard of XC flying
is improving. The dominant
factor in XC flying is no
longer a pilot's ability to
thermal but the ability to
as5ess the weather
conditions so as to fly as
fast and hence as far as

midday sounding launched

to the formation of strong

predict, offer the

quite steep. Ahead of me | could just see
forestry plantations and then green fields,

| make it over the green fields with about
1,000 ground clearance but still no where to
land as the fields are far. | headed off south
west into a valley on a three-mile final glide.
| was now below the mountain ridge on my
left. Fearing rotor | kept my course as far
away from it as possible without jeopardising
my chance of making a landing field.

| arrive at my landing field with just 2 00 ft
above the ground. Turning into wind, | got
thrown round and had to work hard to keep
the glider on an even keel.

Ten feet above the ground, the right wing
picks up and full weight shift has no effect.
The glider hit the ground and turns over. The
next thing | know I'm on top of the sail
looking at the sky,

Two young lads are on the scene fairly

quickly. "“Where am 7" “Trawcoed,” they
said. "Where's the biggest town?’ “Abery-
stwyth — just down the road.” Aberystwyth

| couldn't believe it. | had not seen the sea

because of the haze.

Marc drove me the 140
miles back to Coventry. Thank you. Sorry
for spoiling your birthday!

Cate — May 11

Bast haight gain — 6,200 ft ATO

Max height — 7.300 ASL

Tima in the air — 4% hra

Tima from the ridge to landing — 3 14 hra,
Pravious bust distance — 14 miles.

SATURDAY April 3, 1.00pm.
Aftar an hour's flight in
scrappy and ill-formed early
thermals, | wait to see if
conditions will improve.

The forecast: wind SW
backing S-SSW, 1520 kts.
dacreasing to 5-10kts.
Unstable to 10,000ft, with
convection, cloudbase
around 2500ft. A cheack with
Lossiemouth flight planning
had revealed no purple
airways, or other trouble.
Rosehearty range inactive. It
all looked good, all we now
neaded was — liftl

By 1.40pm the cus were
not dying quite so quickly
downwind of the hill, so off
I  went. A big suck
accelerated me down and
away from the hill, it was
there somewheral Wallop.
Two tight ‘S’ turns and back
level with the hilitop, able
to 380. A dozen later, |
was at 4,000° AMSL. | don't
know if | then dawdled out
of the weakening thermal, or
it overtook me, or I'd risen
to its top, but the lift almost

best weather conditions.

by Jes Flynn

stopped there.

The cloud above was huge,
flat, and very gentle looking,
but with patience, light lift,
and little downwind drift,
twanty minutes later put me
at cloudbase 5500° AMSL.
Downwind all appeared dead
or dying. and frantic Mk.1
eyeball scans — for birds,
smoke, large brown patches
in sun, anything — eventually
found a column of smoke
Skm. east.

To its north, another, this
one hugging the ground and
haading for the first — due
south.

Sea-breeze — just the job.
| spad off toward it, 45°
crosswind. Having arrived, |
found the smoke ponged,
and the lift light. By
watching other smoke piles,
it was clear that the sea
breaze was very arratic in its
penetration and progress,
poking in every S5km or so.
I slowly zig-zagged

possible.

As luck would have it

eastwards, from one patch
of convergence to another,
at the higher cloudbase of
6.000° AMSL

Soon | arrivad at
Fraserburgh, on the N.E. tip
of Scotland. Nowhearae to gol
Turning south, an into wind
glide towards Paeterhead was
in virtually dead air, but one
last goodie carried me out to
sea, at 4,000 AMSL and in
4-6 up | returned to land, not
far from St. Fergus gas

terminal, from whera the
thermal had originated!
Take-off: Knock Hill, (near

Kaith Morayshire), at 13.40.
Land: Kirkton, near
Paterhead, at 16.20.
Time: 2 hrs 40 mins. (Slow,
huh!)
Distance: 57km, 356.5 miles.
Eqpt:
Solar Wings Typhoon, —
good machine, Southdown
cocoon B parachute, —
comfortable, Gilbert
Roberts vario/alt. — the best
NOT a pair of Long-Johns,
— wish | had! Suunto
compass — unusead.
23
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Second-hand Glider Which?

A LOOK this
Pl-plus pilot.

someone who knows and, preferably, has no commercial axe to grind.

The Atlas, pilot Robeart Bailey

Atlas

THE original fourth generation,
partly double-surfaced, machine,
first appeared on the market in
18979. Manufactured by the well
established French firm La Mouete,
the Atlas quickly became popular
with League pilots because of its
superior sink-rate and glide at
speed.

This increase in performance over
other machines of the time was
mainly due to its clean aerofoil
section maintained by pre-formed
battens and 30 per cent double
surface. Later Atlases also had a
Mylar insert in the leading edge
pocket which helped clean up the
area between each batten.

Rigging is quick and easy utilising
a sliding centre box system. The
airframe is strong and well made
but uses some components and

tube diameters not readily available
in this country.

Performance is good all round,
although the Atlas loses out in
stronger winds as do all the gliders
of this generation — although they
don’t suffer from a lack of pene-
tration quite as severely as the
single surface machines e.g. Super
Scorpion, Solar Storm etc.

Handling 5 good with nice positive
pitch but the Atlas also cuts
through gusts which would cause a
more billowy glider to nose up.
Roll can be a little heavy, although
when properly co-ordinated with
plenty of pitch input the glider
is pleasant to fly.

One last point is that although
the Atlas was the top competition
glider two years ago it is now
considered to be an excellent glider
for a post P1 pilot providing s/he
has had a little previous soaring
experience.

Hilander

THE Hilander, manufactured by
Flexi-Form Skysails of
Manchester is basically an Atlas

month at fourth generation gliders which make a good choice for the post-
Again, sound advice when buying second-hand, is to seek the opinion of

Vulcan lags behind the Atlas and
Hilander at speed.

Handling is very pleasant although
there is a delay between pulling the
bar in and the glider speeding up.
This is probably due to the huge

copy. The Hilander uses pre-

formed battens and has approx- control frame, _

imately 30 per cent double Fl_r::ll is light but requires some co-
surface, the only major ©fdination to turn quickly. This

difference being in the rigging
which uses plugin cross-boom
ends rather than a sliding centre
box systeam.

Performance is very similar to
that of the Atlas aithough the
average Hilander doesn’t have

was something that people who
had previously flown a Super
Scorpion found difficult and off-
putting enough to give the Vulcan
a bad name. Quite wrongly in
my opinion!

Finally, back to the control frame.

quite such an impressive sink- FI'lI order to make roll control as
rate. nice as it is, the Vulcan has a
HUGE tall control frame. This

Handling again is very Atlas-
like but has a slightly knotchy
feel in roll which requires planty
of pitch co-ordination to over-
come.

The Hilander is also a good
post-P1 (plus) glider and can be
picked up comparitively cheaply
because it never quite achieved
the excellent reputation of the
Atlas.

Jack Rayne on a Hilander

Vulcan

THE Wulcan from Hiway Hang
Gliders of Tredegar was designed
to supercede the Super Scorpion.
As it happens, the Super Scorpion
still sells as well as ever but now
to the Post-P1 market,

The Vulcan is much like a Super
Scorpion to look at but has a higher
aspect ratio, much tighter sail and
more double surface than its pre-
decessor. The general standard of
finish is excellent with all parts
bright anodised, plastic caps on
nuts and bolts and a neat sliding
centre box system making rigging
quick and straight forward. Unlike
other fourth generation machines
the Vulcan doesn't use pre-formed
battens, something that the Hiway
designer didn't like at the timel!

Performance isn't quite as good
as the other machines of this gen-
eration, although min-sink was as
good as the Super Scorpion and
the top speed MUCH improved,

means that to the pilot the pressure
required to control the wing is very
light but because of the longer
lever arm, the attitude of the wing
doesn't alter much without shifting
a lot of weight. The size of the
control frame also makes ground
handling tricky but with any wind
the glider is easily launched with
the harness straps tight.

The WVulcan is a good glider
for a competent post-P1 pilot and
can be picked up relatively cheaply
due to its unwarranted unpopularity.

Cutlass

THE Cutlass, from Skyhook Sail-
wings, Oldham, is again very
much an Atlas copy.

The finish is generally good
with neat, tidy sailmaking and a
well-made air-frame, most parts
bright or red anodised. Rigging
is straightforward with plug-in
cross-tubes, but uses the normal
Skyhook split-in-half bottom bar,
with the lower rigging wire
running through the centre.

Performance is very much on a
par with the Atlas and Hilander,
although the handling isn't.

Pitch is generally precise and
positive but roll is decidedly
heavy to the point of being un-
pleasant in roughish conditions.
As with the Atlas and Hilander
plenty of pitch co-ordination
helps, but strong arms are still
required to turn tha Cutlass.

Again the Cutlass is a reason-
able post-P1 (plus) glider but
thought should be given to the
heavy handling. Also, the
Cutlass seems to hold its price
vary well and a secondhand one
will be quite expensive compared
to similar machines from other
manufacturers.

The Cutlass, looks like Len Gabriels on the spot due to lack of double-surface, the i |
' . r - .
Star-rating’ comparison
GLIDER SAIL AIRFRAME RIGGING PERFORMANCE HANDLING G/HANDLING
AH- e - - - - L] )

m - i EE EX L R L]

“l.lh"l L L] - L L] L e ®

Cutasy - LE R - LE L - e

KEY — **** Excellent *** Good ** Average * Poor 0 Afyl The Vulcan
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The Rolls-Royce of trikes. Ullimate in performance. Futuristic in
styling. Comfort and weatherprooling behond beliet and now
the option of the 330 engine to give a staggering climb rate of 1000
ft. per minule recorded with its advanced aerodynamic styling

SUPERB HORNET MICROLIGHT
PROPELLERS NOW IN STOCK
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{Includes ready assembled chasis engine 250cc Fuji
ready to bolt on)
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Power for many hang glider pilots means using an
engine as a supplement to gliding.
September sees the first soaring trials at Owens Valley,

Powered

soaring &
miracles

IT'S finally here...well, sort of.

I'm referring to first

I:land flight experience in a self-launch, inexpensive, ultra-
light that has real soaring capabilities.

| am not saying that it is the
only ship in the world meeting the
test of light-weight, self-launch,
and soaring performance. |'ve
pleaded with all the manufacturers
of ships which look like they might
meet that criterion to please let me
fly and evaluate their machine...and
| have met with a startling lack of
success. We can not believe the
claimed L/D or soaring capabilities
that have been written in the ads
of any manufacturer.

Thermal

Let's start with a couple of
“beliefs” which do not seem
reasonably refutable.  Ultralights
with king posts and scads of
bracing wires do not have a
reasonably good cross-country
soaring capability although they all

can soar cross-country in down-
wind, very strong thermal
conditions.

More and more | am coming to
the sad but necessary decision that
a partially or completely enclosed
pilot is a necessity. This isn't
true in hang gliding. Soaring flights
of over 150 miles have proved this.
But in hang gliding, the pilot is at
least somewhat streamlined by the
fact that he is flying prone.

Also the hang glider has neither
wheels, nor engine, nor other
additional drag and  weight
producing components.

The hang glider can also land
almost anywhere, and this is an
extremely important reason that it
can perform so well on cross-
country soanng flights.

In March, Tasso Proppe wrote
that after a thorough search for a
homebuilt lightweight, self-launch
soaring machine, he had finally
selected the Wanderer, designed
and built by Mark Smith.

Mark brought the Wanderer to
rorterville during the “fly-in"’ there
in April and | was extremely
impressed by the ship's appearance
and performance. We made a date
for me to attempt some soaring
flights at Ocotillo Wells in Southern
California.

| was comforted by the fact that
the Wanderer does have rudder
pedals which actuate a wvertical
rudder which is hinged on a vertical

Mark Smith

stabilizer. "Oh boy, finally | can
treat an ultralight exactly like a
veny light airplane,” were my thoughts.

A climb was made to 2,000
feet and the engine was shut down.
The speed was momentarily
reduced, from 40, which had been
used to climb, to 22 while at the
same time a thin piece of cable

was pulled. Eventually, after
several tries, the prop stopped
parallel to the wing and inside

the wing for maximum reduction
of drag.

At the time of engine shut down
{11:30) the ship was over the lowest
foothills and perhaps four miles
from the dry lake. And as if it
had been programmed that way, a
thermal was encounterad. The
next half hour was spent trying to
find the best climb speed, (which
seemed to be 35) trying both left
and right hand 360s in the general
thermal area, in sightseeing
(visibility was 80 miles), in keeping
within range of the field, and in
having fun. After all, we soar
to have fun.

The engine could not be restarted
in the air, because the cockpit
was too small for convenient pulling
on the rope-starter, so it was vital
to not stray too far from the lake.
As altitude was gained, we could
venture ever further from home.

As the ship reached 5,000 feet,
the cool air and shortsleeve shirt
dectated a halt to further climbing.
This was unimportant because the
Wanderer had already beautifully
demonstrated that it could climb
very well, and was totally
controllable in thermal turbulence.

Then Tasso Proppe, who is in his
70s flew the machine.

While Tasso was flying, a dust
devil on the ground caught a taxiing
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Veteran glider and hang glider pilot GEORGE

WORTHINGTON reports on a microlight with true soaring
capabilities... and witnesses a miracle.
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The wreckage of the Wanderer

MX (Quicksilver type made by
Eipper =formancel and pulled it
gently into the air about 8 feet,
and set it down upside down. The
pilot was unhurt, The ship was
quite bent up and my awareness
of dust devils and their extreme
danger to hang gliders and all ultra-
lights was instantly and rudely
renewed.

Another one sent a vertical cloud
of dust up at least BOO feet. Tasso
took the opportunity to fly through
the centre of this giant, at about
400 feet. Mark, seeing this,
expected the worse, and groaned
out loud: but Tasso is an old hand
at judging lift of all forms. He
was not wisibly buffeted at all, and
had a climb rate of 2,500 feet/min
while in the dust dewil, with throttle
on idle.

Said Tasso: “From the viewpoint
of the fellow who wants to shut
the engine off and soar, it has got
all the potential for doing so. It's
a quantum step upward from the
Mitchell Wing."

| asked Mark if he had done
much engine-off soaring in the
Wanderer.

“Yes | have: | very seldom land
with the engine running, because
| want a sailplane first, and a
motor-plane second, and that's
why the geometry is laid out as a
sailplane. But it falls into the
ultralight category because of its
weight. . .only 190 pounds empty.

Frantic

“"Most of the people flying ultra-
lights are aerial surfers, and they
care about nothing except flying
with the motor on,” said Mark.
“To turn the engine off is to
invite disaster when you're flying
‘an airfoiled rock’. At four to one,
you don't have any options where
you land. So they have a tendency
that if the engine quits, they go
into their survival mode, and that's
where we come on.”

It was my plan to fly the
Wanderer in soaring-flight at least
ong more tume in the afternoon
but fate intervened.

Mark climbed into the Wanderer
and took off. Ten minutes later
there were frantic gasps and moans
from a dozen throats. | looked
up in the direction indicated and
saw the Wanderer at about 400 feet
above ground, spinning toward the
earth with one wing gone. As |

watched | saw a chute come out
and fully blossom about 150 feet
above the desert floor.

The ship had landed upside
down, The steel construction
above Mark's head had acted like
a “roll-bar”’, and he was only
bruised. A hand had a bad cut,
from the fact that it had been
entwined in the lanyard connecting
the chute to the ship. | felt as
though I'd seen a miracle.

We pieced together the
explanation of the wing failure;
Mark had been in a steep turn,
and had, at the same time, un-
knowingly allowed the speed to get
too low. The ship stalled and
spun. Mark found himself pointing
straight toward the ground. He
didn’t want to build up too much
speed and so he unwittingly pulled
a Ittle too hard and a hittle too
fast back on the stick, which
created a load on the wings which
the structure could not tolerate,
A wing broke off, and the rest
was inevitable,

The question inevitably arises:
"Did Tasso and | have great good
luck that the wing didn't fail on
our earlier flights? "'The answer
iI5 “no'’; because neither Tasso
nor | would have dared to allow the
ship to enter the risky region of the
stall-spin. Both of us flew super
cautiously, limiting our bank angle,
and watching our airspeed very
closely. You can’t stall and spin,
if the speed and bank angle are
properly controlled.

Training

My personal recommendation to
Mark is to study the failed parts
for indications of unexpected
rupture... but if none are found,
to rebuild exactly as before, with a
warning placard stating that “‘this
ship must not be spun’”.

It is very likely that the ship
can be spun safely... but not by
pillots who have never had spin-
recovery training. Mark had had
no spin training whatsoever.

In conclusion, the Wanderer s
unique.  Finally, after all these
years, | have found and flown one
low-cost, homebuilt, self-launch air
machine that can really do a
creditable job of engine-off soaring.
Now, after having found one,
maybe |I'll have the good luck to
find some others,

The Wanderer kit will sell in the
States for $4,295,

A QUICK FLASH!

THIS GLIDER HAS
NO BRITISH C. OF A.

o T
N

A Biritaal Cortilicate of A rwarihiness
am & hang gleissd i1 NOT YALID wikhen

——

AND MUCH MORE. .

. . . because the exciting PHASEILP LIGHTNING
is fast becoming the definitive power wing. It
combines proven strength with delightful handling
throughout its extensive speed range.

We also manufacture 250 c.c. and 330 c.c. trikes
for the connoisseur and can supply custom seats
and welded stainless steel components for the
home constructor.

To find out more about us, our products and
nationwide network of agents contact:

Southdown Sailwings Limited,
82 Goldstone Villas, Hove, Sussex.
Telephone Brighton 732007
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Travel
advice

Lindsay Ruddock has
volunteered to take over
the job of BHGA over-
seas travel adviser
following the resignation
of Len Hull through
pressure of work.

Lindsay, an aclive
flier of several hundred

hours standing, has | ADVERTISING rates on tha classified
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CLASSIFIED **** CLASSIFIED ****

Glider market

LARGE MEGA. Ideal for larger pilots
or trike, £585 ono. Big boys ring
Civve Dawson on 01 876 1394 for
a frial,

VORTEX 120 2 years old. Flies
impeccably. Rigged for prone.  Plus
poated harness and rgging.  Gilt
at E265. Whckford (03744} 4542,

TYPHOOM 5. Choice of colours.
Early delivery. Tripacer Trikes and
Trike Kits, Full flight training available,
Alsn Magic Gliders and Nimnods.
Finance arranged. Phone:  John
Sealay — Asteood Bank 3297,

CHERDKEE medium. First closs
axarmpla of this classic Pl + aircratt.
Low artima, kept carefully. HRaals-
tcally priced at E320  (ncluding
sparesl. Phone Hemel Hempsiead
28265 or BI2TH.

SIGMA FLOATER 195 {largel. v.g.c
White, used twice, suit beginnes.
500 ono. 12 Frythe Way, Cranbrook,
Kent. 7124983 evenings ondy

SUPER SCORPION C for free flying
of power, Short breakdown, Kept
in garage, Chuck in seated harness.
£395 ono. Tel, D942 726104
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Soar boautiful WEST WALES sites,
Mid-Walas Club mamber offers com-
fortable sccommaodation.
mountain  closs,

Liangaitho, Tregaron, I'.hrlud Tel:
Llangeitho 679,

DRAGON HOTEL Crickhowell,
central for all South Wales bast
soaring sites. Almady popular with
hang glider pilots. Tel: 0873 810362,

ARDENCAPLE HOTEL RHU,
DUNBARTONSHIRE. Tel: Rhu

. Soaring i boring on tha
same old hills. ‘Why not fiy
SCOTLAND! Comfortable rooms,
good food, packed lunches. Bars
open all day, windsurfing, fishing,
riding and hilhwalking on non-flyable
days. Sympathetic P1 manager
dispensas malt whisky whoen wind
off slope. 20% room discount to
BHGA members, 50% to groups of
over five. Phona Paul or Carcling
for distails,

[ WILLS XC. Good condition. Yallow/
white. Suit 51151, £150 ono. Phone
01 226 8861,

HIWAY SPECTRUM Mk 11,
Excedlant condition. Dacron sail.
Suits now P1 1o intermediate.  Waight
range 10-14 stone. B-bar, saated
harness incleded, E260. Mint condition
Hiway prone HARNESS, £30. Putnay
01 783 95833,

SKYHOOK  SAFARI, rrcliuim
Praformed battens. Ideal P1/inter-
mediate pglider in  very good
condition. Phone Taunton 81633,

CHERDKEE., madium. Excellznt con-
dition, E300 ono, Sult sambitious P1,
Tel. Sheffipld 340267, room 40,

HIWAY SPECTRAUM, ideal for
begnmer with B-bar, harness and
helmet. v.g.c. Cut down for sasy
storage on car. £300. Telsphono
01 582 B3G3 evenings.

FLEXIFORM SPIRIT llargel. Very
good condition. Would suit beginner/
intermediate  pilol. Complete  with
sgated harness and bag. E200 ono
Phone MNortingham TETIG), ext. 324
iwork] or X077 (homa).

WASP GANNET, one of the best
4th  generation gliders, Excellant
condition. |deal imtermediate glider.
£200. Ring 51, Columb (0837) SB0SE8.

MIDAS SUPER E. eaxcellemt con-
dition, hardly used (apathy and lack
@l hils n Essex]. £X0 ono. Tel.
lam (03756} 3333, axt 475 (day, Essex)
or Pete (0928) 33094 ([Cheshima,
Evanings)

CHEROKEE [medium], Mint
condition, only llown twice. No
prangs. C/'w prone and seated wires,
£395. Also, AIRSTREAM MkI1
prona hamess, beand new, £35. Ven
nmater, £6. Roofrack, £12. [420
for job lat. P, Grant, Swindon {0793]
B12453 {avenings).

VORTEX with prone and seated
fg@ing plus two spare .
v.g.c. Call Maurice, 01 643
home, or 01 636 6333 waork.

SIGMA FLOATER 196, Red/whita/
tlue, hardly used, including seated
harmess. €400 ono, Tel, Crawley
(0283 21785,

MAINAIA MART. Send s.a.e. for

list of hundreds of a/h gliders, powar
units,  insfruments  otc. MAINAIR
SPORTS, Shawclough, Rochdala,
Lancs,

WINDCRAFT CO. LTD offers; Solar
Typhoon 5 from stock; Hummingbird
varios from £106; ball B20H wvarios,
£165; ball digital altimeter vario,
EPOA; one only BI0H used, £125;
VWilles digital alttmater, £75; Amrstroam
2 hamesses, £57.50; Cocoons 1o
order, Flight Designs parachute 24',
£195; Hway 180cc Skytrike, £450
13 Worcestor Tarrace, Chifton, Bristol.
Tal: (0272} 730242,

Medium SEALANDER, mulii colours
including trika, has flown but mquun
enging modifications, Will split, £800

Ring Cowes 291652

DEMON 175. Only 8 hrs airtime.
Brand new condition as only 8 few
months old. Two tona blus with
blye asirframe. £680.00. Il i's &
Damon you want this must b soeen.
Gonwing sale. Wil explsin.  Tel

Wolverhampton 791217,

Large SPECTRUM, prong ri

very clean, unused 18 months. ;
Colver vario, £35, Ultra Sports stirmup
hameass (brown), £25, Phone 01 609
4417 (day) or 01 670 6205. Webster.

SOUTHDOWN  FLOATER 186
Purpose designed for the intermediate
pilol.  August 1981, ss new condition.
C420 ono. Ring Grimsby E24238,

EH«LAHDEH. Ill'ﬂl. parfect for
triking. £575. Phone
ﬂuﬂ-urh.m u-ﬂ:!m

Madium  SILHOUETTE. Good
condition, colours and TG .
£420 Tal. Doncaster

VORTEX 120. Large airframa. Never
pranuud White with shades of blue.

pronea harness, £300. Phone
anl:nnﬁﬁ-‘l‘lﬁﬁ.lhn'rpm

SIGMA 12 matre. Superh condition,
spothess multi-coloured custom  sail,
Your chanca for 2 high parformanca
wing at fow cost. £300. Paul ON
482 3530,

SUPER SCORPION B. Escellent
MIM Multicolourad sail. idaal P
Em B bar and hamess avaiabile.

test fly locally. £390, WANTED.
Farachutes 24" Windhaven of similar.
Ron, 07 462 B4,

Madium TYPHOON. September B1,
v.g.c. Superb parformance, £750 ono
Could daliver to most

365,

areas, Phona Jenny, 07

LOST at the American Cup -
Wrangler British team style bei

VORTEX 120. White, biue. Excellent | iacket.  Left at  Abbott/Stirk/
condition. Spare uprights. Never | Banderton/Harrison etc. residence.
pra . £280 ono. Chris Young, 01 | Turkey's gotitll

Tag or Woking (04862) 62158, Ring likley GO2885.

ANYONE any use for a large ceniral
heating oil storage tank? Not too
botharad about price. Ring Stan on
Loads 451831,

SUPER SCORPION C, 17 months
ofd, Black, gold and white beauty.
MNew purchase forcos sale. Spare

upright, EBD0 ono. Tel. Sunderdand
B52336,

DEMOMN 175, Atiractive med/whita.

Lost so i
Good condition, First C495, Ted. 0443 mﬂthmg? Found

some carelessly discarded

730741, '

equipment? Advertise in
Largs NIMROD, not yot used for | YWings! (finder to pay on
power. Very low airimae. £800. Tony | claiming).
Hughes, D672 810621,

Sky Bird
p ‘Stunter
Kite e

Shill a1 1981 pnees. Controls and line included
70in wis brightly coloured panels - only £4.60
- THw's - only £5.70 8t wis - only E7.30

| . Add S0plorp & p
S Refund if not satisfied
Cheque or p.o. lo I
SKYBIRD KITES., 8 CHEQUERS RD.,
MANCHESTER M21 10Y

M
Lo mwe OWENS VALLEY. ..
¥OL CAN THE AWESOME
EEPERIENLCE THE BEAUTIFUL
THE GREATEST THE DEADLY

HANG GLIDING
OF ALL TIME!

The 1881 Cross Coduniey
Hang Glsding Compeddunng
n fr Charmn g Watkey o -Cahibormia
RISE ABOVE THE
DEEPEST VALLEY OM EARTH!

AERIAL FOOTAGE ABOVE
THE WHITE MOLUN-
TaIM% AMD HAGH SIERRA

£ 1683
Rics BApalars

TIHII:E povni
unit, Su.rulm TS 250 engina 12 hrs,
Ilrfrlm-u 25 hrs. Thomman lhrmltut
Suunto compass & Litek wvario,
E1,. 250 complete. Also spare prop
svailable for 40,00, Compana 1o i
prices. Talephona (0706)

Tha BIM.ALA. is the Association for
all sariously minded MICROLIGHT
AVIATORS. Our magazine FLIGHT
LINE is full of tha latest information.
For further details, pleass send §.8.0,
10 Secretary, B.M.AA., 20 Church
Hill, Ironbridge, Telford, Shropshire.

Emmmdm MICROLIGHTS
tuition. Hang gliders,
parachutes. Sala LK.
ageni for new all British 260cc
slaciric  start imd  with one
year's guarantes. Al with full
spares and repair service.
Skyhook Sasilwings Ltd,, Vala
Mill, Chamber Road, Hnllmwn-ud
Oldham, Lancs. Tel, 081 624 B3IS1
& 061 624 MZ7, Tolox BE7 848
Halrmas 3,

KOLECKI

DESIGN, all diamaters for all
angenas, Lt itch,
Inlﬂthawmhhdu Ir;mlil-ud
maximum thrust yoursalfl

DRIVE S&YSTEMS - NEW
UNIVERSAL e
WHITE EAGLE, ractor and

pushier configurations, adjustable
thrust fines doubles vibrations
damping, vibrations frea propaller,

:?'ltiﬁm Fits all gliders, 10hp

Bchomatars,
dynamaomaters.
availabila. I arrmation £,
KEOLECKI NEW AVIATION
ENGINEERING, Box BOTE, 15305
Spanga. Swadaen,

Schools

« PILOT BREFINGE « ek Musiers, The Dtef Tuner  derwer and Eresergency Medical
UST DEVIL DESTRUC- Techimoiah for the Owens Valley Hasg Glding Canter limed
TIOE = PILOT WTER- puery diy of the TL-Open  KC-Quaiiher a0 ine NE-Clavsc
VIEWS & CHASH LAND 1 e o Pe owofidd hoedl  hightveesghl | onlour sound
INGS « PDO PILDTS W ki bt camerds  Mow, Fick o ofeeng you saky mnghes
STATE-DF-THE-ART B ihe ety bed loplace seecied Yom owes 3 mele of Rbmo s
GLIDERS & MORSTER rwdilible i WHS oF BETE VIDED CASSETTT frem 3 oo Fe s syl
THERMALS AMD WORE" all mashis

1981: Flights of 266 km! Altitudes of 6T05 m! Aich Masiers
pesesmcressesrareyrde Adns Wirgosne. | $99.95 L0 Serde

o and hanclend. 1570 00 jor uhpien] colsde U5 USA

| TRIKE for sale. HIWAY 1680. Superb

Power

SUSSEX COLLEGE OF HANG
GLIDING, 18 QOueens Rd.,
Brighton, Teaching. Prone and
top landing. Power too [on

GYR Marauder Super Scorps 2
virtually new at £600) etc. SSC
wianted pan-ax.

Wanted

min, topspeed 55 mph. Becronic
Ignition, twin carb. 12 ply prop hand,
mﬂnﬁ 0% Phone D. "l."..r'“"'Ir

ats
Nutley 2977 after 5 pm. Test flight
availabia.

ULTRA SPORTS TRIPACER, 250cc
Exceilent condition. Very reliablo.
EBE0. Tel: Brighousa [mmr 716089,

condition, E425, Telephane Lapworth

2553, CHARGUS T280 SKYTRIKE. Immac-

Eutu condition. Very low airtime.

STRIKER [medium) Mainalr 330 AL registersd. Fimed with all

ks, only 30 hours Mg tiee. | ®xtras. Winter ASI and aircraft

Emﬂmmuﬁ" Kendal Z7803 | Sitimeter fitted in console. Complate

Cumibvia with built sprung road

tralar with all ﬁﬂihll atc. EA7S cash.

Registersd  (G-MBFT] reinforced syt Bt Bl i M g

ri i oo o hang ghiding.

30cc SUPERTRIKE/LIGHTNING 196 | Phone lan Hayes Emwulu 61332
combination, clumb rate 1,000 ft par or evanings B2636.

Approx. value EB50.
(W. Yorks) 7168,



Wales win (the flying)

THIS was the third Celtic
Cup, the second in Wales
and the second sponsored
by Dan-Air Services.

It promised to be highly comp-
etitive with large contingents from
both Ireland and Scotland and
was centred around the Pandy
Hotel, five miles north of Aber-
gavenny and directly beneath the
Pandy ridge.

Day one (Sat. June 5)

THE met. man brought some
miserable faces at the bnefing
with a lapse rate of 1°C/1,000ft
up to 6,000ft and a light and
improbably wind with a slight
SSE drift at 2,000ft.

This forecast was particularly
bad because we haven't got a
decent southerly site in south
Wales. But, after the 16 Scots,
15 Irish and 32 Welsh had reg-
istered we decided to give it a
go at Pandy — an easterly ridge
that will take south east.

The task was open XC with a
minimum of five miles to score.
There were towering cumulus

clouds everywhere which was

strange considering the forecast

Tha unnnﬂptahlq faca of hang gliding

but one by one pilots took off
and invariably went down in only
weak lift.

By the end of the day only a
handful of pilots including Philip
Merton, Bill Pain, Joe Cullen and
myself made anywhere near five
miles. However no-one actually
did and so the scores stood level
at zero.

That evening the Irish went
wild after realising that the beer

Dan-Air Celtic Cup

y

on " Tomorrow's Wiorld

Saole agents for Javelin fiying suds
Glass libeg whesl apats E25 paf pair
Glags hboe tnke bnont farings €75

PRI S
Spacialesad machining facilfies avadable

|.| E &
I| '."ui' Tt

Shefﬁald Mn:rn-nght Aircraft

1he bast of Brtish @nIrds fnd reduchon divies
KManultaciurgds ol 1he Trdenl Bika Winnar ol the Nordok Airr Race (Tnke Class B1) and as leahumread

Glass fibee Mirage and Scorpion frond tairings £B5S

Diual tnke tustion o BELAA certifcales of compatence

H&m; gln;‘.l fig fuihion 1o Filcl 3 BHGA Ill}-ﬂl:i.l[!ﬂ_‘lj schood. HIA msiruclors

MNorh easiam agents for the fabulows Goddwing busll and customised 10 CLsIOMErns own

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Aircralt and Accessories

— from left
"Summao’ wrastiers, Fraddia, thh undrasser Bob McKay,
and Randla.

Martin Pingal

was half as cheap as in Ireland
and naturally tried to drink twice
as much to the delight of the
landlord, Mr. Bob Graefe.

By the end of the evening the
Irish were in full swing they had
strung up Pat “Tex" Laverty
under a railway bridge, and the
sight of Bob McKay stripped to
his Y-fronts ""Sumo” wrestling
with one of the Irnsh boys was
one I'll never forget.

The Irish also demonstrated
with great expertise the old Celtic
custom of npping shirts off
people's backs, a Welshman fell
asleep propped against a car and
“got ilI"" and the landlord was on
the verge of calling in the riot
squad. But apart from this, the
evening was a credit to hang
glider pilots!!!

Day two (Sun)

THE Irish awoke and were all

Words — Martin Pingel
Pictures — Tim Williams

complaining about the amount of
valley mist but after a few Alke
Seltzers this soon dispersed. The
met. man gave us more to be
cheerful about — a south wesi
airstream and a frontal systerr
passing through with unstable ai
behind with a good lapse rate
— whoopee, it was off to Merthyr,
our westerly facing ridge that wil
just take a south west.

On arrival the wind was very
light and southerly but with smal
cumulus clouds forming further tc
the west. It was decided to run
XC again, with a window open
from 11.00am until dark! You
could have as many attempts as
you wished.

Conditions rapidly improved
and Neil Edwards on a Predator
wind dummied it, but only because
the television boys were there,
and proved to wus that the
thermals were working well.

| was first to make the break
from the ridge — well someone
had to show the Irish which way
to go — and made 24.9 miles
landing like a sack of spuds five
miles past the Pandy Hotel.

As | de-rigged, feeling quite
pleased with myself, something
caught my eye, it was Richard
Newton lining up for a landing
just two fields further on, a
distance of 25 miles, and as |
looked skywards my heart sank
as | saw two gliders very high.
It turned out one was Pat Malloy
from Ireland who eventually made
29.2 miles and the other was
Richard Armstrong from
Scotland, 30.4 miles.

Results

The top five pilots from each country were extracted from
esach task. These were then positioned in order and allocated
team points ranging from 150 for first place to 10 for 15th.

Task 1
Open XC Wales lreland  Scotland
Task MNams Country Milas Prs Pis Pis
1 J. Culten (Typhoon| 5 39 4 = = 1850
2 | Kibblewhite (Magic 2) [ .2 - 120 =
3 P, Merton (Typhoon) WY 36.8 130 - =
4 C. Johnson [Demon) W 36.8 120 -
5 M. Hebden (Demon) W 368 110 =
& R, Armstrong (Demon s 304 - . 100
7 P. Malloy (Magic 2 I »2 - 20
B A, Newton iMagic 2 W 25.0 =1 =
8 M. Pingel {Deman 155) W 249 70
10 B, Walker {Demaon] g 20.7 1 = &
11 M.McManus | Demon) | 14.0 - 50 -
12 M. Broderick [Typhoon) [ B.7 - 40 =
13 |, Kirker {Typhoon) [ 79 - 30 -
14 B, Dainty [Cirrus 5) 5 71 - 20
15 D. McKenzie | Typhoon) 5 53 - 10
Paosition after Task Onae 510 350 240
Task Two
(Timed Goal - 4.5 miles)
Timim
1 M. Asquith (Demon 155 W ZBmins 3secs 150 - -
2  P. Malloy [Magic 2 I 29ming Tsecs 140 -
3 T. Warren {Lightrsng) W d0mens Ssacs 134 -
Final tearm position 7390 480 340



Maxisa McManus, Ireland on
Deamon

In all 29 pilots got away with
distances ranging from four miles
by Angus Pinkerton to 39.4 miles
by Joe Cullen of Scotland. lan
Kibblewhite, the New Zealander
from lreland, came a close second
with 39.2 miles and three of the
Weish, Philip Merton, Chris
Johnson and Mark Hebden, had
an incredible flight taking owver
four hours and all eventually
landing in the same field 36.8B
miles from take-off.

Recoveries were fairly swift
although one or two did get
forgotten— sorry. — but everyone
was back by 9pm. That evening
at the pub was a complete
contrast to the night before with
pilots satisfied to sup their beers
and talk endlessly about their XCs.
A fair number of pilots had
achieved personal best distances
and Brian Dainty from Scotland
made his first XC with a credit-
able 7.1 miles.

Other XCs worth mentioning
were: Bill Walker 20.7 miles,
Martin Hann 19.8, Ceri Davies
17.5 and Tom Warren 10.6.

Day three (Mon)

THE met. man really had a brain
storm on the third day forecasting
N-MNE 15kts becoming S-SW 15kts,
When asked whether it was going
to back or veer he replied he
wasn't sure. Another forecast
gave us SW 10kts so with the
alternative of climbing Hay Bluff
on the offchance it might be
north we decided to give it another
go at Merthyr .and hopefully a
repeat of the day before.

It was extremely hot and what
wind there was kept switching
from east to south-west. Basically
it was rising on the sunny
slopes and it was hoped it would
work its way onto the face as the
day went on.

The task was a timed goal
distance to Tredegar cemetery
(dead centre) 4.5 miles away.
Points ranged from 150 for the
shortest time to 10 points for
fifteenth, if you didn't make it,
you scored zero.

The day became so hot that
dreaded dust devils started to
decimate the rigging area. Bob
McKay, with his usual quick wit,
renamed the site "“Dai Owens”,

A number of gliders sustained ==

serious damage as the dust devils
lifted them — even with pilots
lying on top — and turned them
over,

One incredible sight was
Richard Kenward desperately
holding the bottom bar of his
glider as a dust devil spun it
above his head and then dumped
it breaking both leading edges
and a cross-tube.

The task eventually got under
way but with a light southerly
wind everyone went down except
for three who managed to work
weak lift away from the ridge
and crosswind to the goal. Mark
Asquith was first with a time of
28 mins 3 secs, next was Pat
Malloy — 29 mins 7 secs —
followed by Tom Warren on 30
mins 9 secs,

The prize-giving turned out to
be as wunpredictable as the
weather — half the lIrish team
turned up with fluorescent green
hair (very patriotic) and then
showered all the winners with
instant spray streamers. To top
it off, the organiser, yes that's
me, had a Celtic Cup full of
Champagne and beer tipped over
my head followed by the dreaded
green hair spray.

It was all in good fun and
everyone went away feeling that
the unique and fmendly atmosphere
of the Celtic Cup competitions
was still intact and that it would
continue the same way in the
future.

Prizes given at the event were:
Trophy plus £50 airline ticket
vouchers went to Pat Malloy (best
Irish pilot), Joe Cullen (best Scot)
and Tom Warmen (best Welshman).

A £50 voucher was also given
to lan Kibblewhite for the best
XC with 39.2 miles (Joe Cullen's
39.4 miles was in fact the best
distance but he had already been
presented with a prize)] and Brian
Dainty was also given a £50
voucher for the best XC novice
— 7.1 miles.

Ronald “the pig"” Gillam was
presented with a drogue chute for
performing the worst landing,
breaking his arm in the process,
and finally all the competitors
were presented with a small
engraved plague to commemorate
an unforgetable occasion.

‘Tom Dean, Ireland, on Comet

No! minister

THE BHGA is to meet aviation minister Iain Sproat next
month to discuss licensing requirements for powered hang

glider pilots.

Also invited are the Hritlsh Microlight
Alreraft Assoclation and the Popular
Flying Association.

But prospects of achle any improve-
ment in Civil Aviation Authority require-
menta for the granting of group D
lieences to BHGA members do not ook
rosy,

The meeting follows & decision by
BHGA councll fo seek ils own meeling
with the CAA after the BMAA voled to
exclude the BHGA from talks. Councll
was concerned at an apparent fallure on
the part of the BMAA properly to
represent the interests of powered hang
glider pllots as opposed to those flying
machines with three-axis controls,

The main bone of contention |8 a
requirement — in the newly published
category D supplement to the CAP 53
private pilot's licence rules — that micro-
light pllots should make an 80km Cross-
ecountry flight to gain their full certificate.

BHGA chairman Roy Hill said he con-
sidered the requirement both irrelevant
to the needs of casual trike pllots and
beyond mast hang glider pllots who liked
to attach a trike unit to their glider as
a secondary pursuif.

“There are no people with more
experience of flying powered flexwings
than hang glider pllots,' said Mr. Hill
“Yet the system's been sel up basically
by three.axis control pliots who do not
understand the concept of powered hang
Eliding."

He denied suggestions the BHGA was
trying to make a take-over bid for the
control of microlight flying. I would
be very happy If the BMAA made proper
provision for all power and thal means
that we must have a power endoresment
for our instructors and people (PIIs)
must be able to convert o powered hang
gliders themselves, "

BMAA chairman Griham Andrews was
not avallable for comment.

Don’s record

DONNY Carson broke the Scottish
distance record to take the two awards
for Scottlsh pilots in the Scottish Open
"fly-off'' atl the Cairmwell on July 3,
after four Scottish pilots drew for second
place in the Open “proper’’,

Donny — who flew 38.7 miles to the
sea at Montrose — takes the trophies
for the best Scottish pllot and the best
Seottish XC.

THE BHGA Is considering purchasing a
lHght industrial "unit” at Inkpens near
Newbury Lo provide premises for a new
national headquarters.

An  emergency meeting of BHGA
council approved in principle the scheme
which would provide three LUmes the
space of the present leased premises at
Taunton and offer scope for meetings,
lectures and commercial activities.

Gray prize

BETTINA Gray has widened
the scope of her Gray Prize
to include “all branches of
artistic and communications"
effort.

The [150 Gray Prize and trophy were
first awarded Iast year for the best
article on hang gliding published In &
newspaper with more than 25,000
clreulation and were won by Wings!
editor Stan Abbott.

Announcing detalls of this year's prize,
Bettins told {’ilnnt: “If someons wknis
o write & symphony about hang gliding
then even that will be eligible — so long
ma it advances the sport of hang gliding.""

While there are_no formal entry res-
trictions, bar the October 15 closing date,
the stipulation that the entry should
advance the aport will favour eniries
not drawn from the established hang
gliding Press.

Bettina hopes the award will be
mccepted for presentation by the Hoyml
Aero Club although nothing has been
Hnallsed.

Bettina has been Involved In hang
gliding from lts beginnings 11 years ago
and her thousands of photos have appearned
in magarines the world over. Bhe has
illustrated 12 books on the sport and has
herself travelled the world covering hang
gliding meets, Her pictures have been
exhibited at the Smithsonlan Institute.

Entrles for the prize and requests for
further Information should be sent to
Bettina Gray, Gray FPhoto and Fress,
PO Box 32, Rancho Sants Fe, CA §20487,
USA.

* Plcture shows Bettina presenting Stan
Abbott with the first Gray Trophy =t
the Dales Amarican Cup.

Photographers in

- ADVERTISING - FASHION -
* PRODUCT SHOTS - INDUSTRIAL -
* COMMERCIAL - ARCHITECTURAL -
* PUBLIC RELATIONS « AUDIO VISUAL -
- BROCHURES -

Pholography al and [rom
200 Leeds Road. Bradford. Wesl Yorkshire BD3 9P5

Tel: Bradford
20375.-*31799 (STD 0274]

Colour & b/w prints of British team plus b/w
prints of American Cup avallable now
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WINGS! is typeset by Leeds Alternative Pub-
lications Ltd., and printed by Arthur Wigley
and Sons Ltd., Leeds LS6 2AT.

Additional artwark by Harry Hammill,

The magazine is published by the British
Hang Gliding Association, 167A Cheddon
Road, Taunton. Somerset., TA2 7AH (0823
88140).

Commercial Editor — Sylvia Howard, 4 Somer-
wood, Rodington, nr. Shrewsbury, Shropshire
(Upton Magna (074 377) 365).

You can get Wings! every month by joining
the BHGA or on subscription of £12 a year
For overseas subscriptions, send Sterling Inter-
national Money Orders — €12 surface mail or
£25 airmail — for your annual subscription
Membership details will be sent on request.
Address ALL QUERIES to the Taunton Office.

The views expressed in Wings! are not nec-
essarily those of the association, its council,
officers or the editor.

All contributions to the magazine are welcome.
Articles should be typewritten (double-spaced],
one side of the paper only where possible,
If not typewritten, they should be CLEARLY
written, with plenty of space between the lines.

Photographs should bear full captions and any
material to be returned should be accompanied
by a stamped addressed envelope. Any other
material will be kept and filed for futur e use.

The Editor reserves the right to edit contrib-
utions.

if your Wings! does not arrive, or if you
change your address, please contact the member-

ship secretary at the Taunton headquarters.
Please give FIVE WEEKS notice of change of
address and in all correspondence quote your
full name, address and MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
(where applicable).

If you, your club or any hang gliding activity
gets writtan up in a local or national paper,
please send a cuthng to the Taunton office
for our cuttings collection (this applies to the
UK only):

The BHGA Council

President, Ann Welch OBE; Chairman, Roy Hill
(Longworth (0865) 821129; Treasurer, Percy Maoss
(0926-59924).

Members: David Bedding, (0844-7186): Diane
Hanlon (051-652-5918); John levers (043-525-4521)
Mike Watson (0895-833176); Terry Prendergast
(029673-8033); Jim Taggart (0874-4046): James
McMenemy (09804-6147).

Officars and staff: Principal Executive Officer:
Barry Blore (0235-834033); Secretary; Chris
Corston (0823-88140); Training Officer, Bob
Hammson (0706-53755); Medical Adviser, Dr.
Dunstan Hadley: BHGA Solicitor, Anthony
McLaren, Membership Secretary, Janet Hayes:
Record and FAI Award Claims, Rick Wilson;
Radio Communications Officer, Dave Smith.

Record and FAlI Award claims, Rick Wilson
(0734) 21099; Radio Communications Officer,
Dave Smith; Airspace Co-ordinator, Ted Frater.
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