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He took up hang gliding in his mid-50s and went
on to gain every single FAI record.

He died in an ultralight accident on September 10,
1982. He was trying to bring forward that sport
as he had done for hang gliding.

On September 19, his ashes were scattered from an
ultralight over his favourite Torrey Pines soaring site
in California. He was 62.

A four page report in his memory begins on page 6.

pictura report, p15
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Victorious but under “‘crazy foam' atiack — the
great Bob Calvert!

The 1982 League — Final positions

Pos. Pilot Total  Pennine LgeGlider

1 Calvari 1467 10001 Agur

2  Hobson 1288 2018 Azur

3  Hughes 1277 B412=] Sensor
; Silvester IE ﬁg:l Bzur

1 = ATur

6 m 123 35(231  Magic ll
7 Lasson 1047 BN3i=} Typhoon
B Wikson 1048 B2y Magic 1l
9 BrownD. 996 "iM4=] Typhoon
10 Huddieston 966 B{B)  Magic Il
11 Slater 955 = —  Magic
12  Ellison 906 — —  Magic
13 Snirk a0 16(31 =} Typhoon
14 Hull Ba2 689=) Magic il
15 Southall Ba1 BM3=) Typhoon
16 Smith BT Bdi12=] Nimrod
17 Freaman BaE3 B4l12=] Typhoon
20 Bm a7 {36  Typhoon
21  Harrison B2 RiM=] Magicl
22 Camat ar 1631 =) Magic il
23 Brown,J. 765 B4012=1 Magic il
24 Carr T8 B I=§ Azur

Z&  Ball Ti0 RiM=) Demon
26 |ddan 851 48(19=) Typhoon
27  Hargresves 842 16i31=] Magic
28 Harvey 840 B(3=) Typhoon
2  Maher &3 324 =) Typhoon
30 Fannall 603 16{31=) Typhoon
31 Johnsan 538 B12=) Damon
2 Goad 7] 48(19=) Magic
33 Bluen Ba2 M=) Magic
34 Richards 537 1631=) Typhoon
35 Godden A4 Bi12=) m
38  MNorth 516 aii=) T

a7 Ankinson 445 48(18=) Typhoon
38 Taylor EER I24=) Oemon
% e BT o
41  Higge a7z _— Demcn
42 W 35 _--— Damon
43 Asquith 248 —-— Demin

Women

1 Gandarton 948 64021 Magic il
2 Winton 715 48031  Comat
3 512 ) Darmon
4  Huxtable 561 BOi1] Dermon

Calvert does 1t again!

BOB Calvert cruised to his third British League champ-

ionship at the League final

Lancashire.
The anticipated last gasp battle
between Calvert, his local rival

Graham Hobson and the on-form
pilot of the moment Tony Hughes
(not to mention Robert Bailey, Mark
Silvester and Mike McMillan all
snapping at their heels) failed to
materialise as only one short Mickey
Mouse task survived the weather.

An approaching front got just as
far as Parlick Fell while the rest
of Britain, it seems, was enjoying a
refreshing thermic south westerly
systern.

It was a slightly anti-climaectic end
to the League season as the wind
steadily freshened that last Monday,
but it was only what we all should
have expected — after all, the
weather at the first League had been
a dream and had declined at a
steady linear rate since.

Donkey

As it was, Bob Calvert merely put
the icing on his cake by scoring a
100 point maximum on the duration
and spot which took all of three
minutes, For the record, Andy
Wilson came second, followed by a
gaggle in third place.

Some attempted a second flight on
that first day — even after the clag
descended and hid the landing from
take-off.

Pendle Hill was the clagged in site
on the second day which saw Mike
MecMillan win the Donkey Derby on
Blackpool sands.

S0, as the prizes were presented
by BHGA Chairman Roy Hill in the
car park at Chipping, near Clith-
eroe, Competitions Chairman Derek
Evans summed up what had been a
sensational year of achievement for
British hang gliding.

“We started out this year thinking
we had really got the answer — it
wasn't quite the answer, although
somehow it got us the best results
in international competitions.

“We want to make next year an
even better year."

To that end, competitions committee
brings in three new faces — Dick
Brown, Michael Carnet and Len Hull
— at its strategy meeting next
month. Leaving the committee are
Jim Brown and Keith Cockroft.

Derek thanked the League's long-
suffering marshals for their services,
notably, Joan Lane, Mike and Lynn
Clayton and Audrey Evans and the
prizegiving began with the Trevor
Birkbeck award for the pilot cam-
paigning hardest for more (finite
tasks. Johnny Carr wore his Mickey
Mouse mask with pride and dignity
?s 1‘I'ua humbly kissed Derek Evans's
eet,

Bob Calvert was awarded a very
small cup indeed for winning what
there was of the League Final. It
was so small it actually had a real
egg in it which Bob tossed skywards
over the heads of the watching crowd.
All waltching, that is, bar Wings!
photographer Steve Thompson who
had his vision fixed through his SLR

in wet and windy

by Stan Abbott

viewfinder. The egg landed with a
majestic splat atop Steve's head and
dribbled sickeningly down his face!

The more serious prizes were then
presented by Mr. Hill who paid
tribute to the League in its ‘“‘most
successful year ever'. Second to
Calvert was Hobson, 1882's most
luckless pilot, whose main consolat-
ion was that in this competition he
had been beaten fair and square
within the rules without the inter-
vention of fate's fickle finger.

Tony Hughes, served so well this
year by his distinctive Mylar Magic
I1 Slippery Sam, retired his faithful
mount for the final in favour of a
Sensor and rounded off his superb
year by coming third. Fourth was
the ever up-and-coming young Mark
Silvester — could next year really
be his year?

“The League just wouldn't be the
same without that smile,"” was one
comment as the grinning Robert
Balley took his fifth prize. Mike
McMillan's sound analytical perfor-
mance throughout the season placed
him sixth, followed by Graham
Leason up from 13th last year to
seventh. Then came Andy Wilson
and Dick Brown with newcomer Phil
Huddleston in tenth place and the
proud receiver of the Mainair Cup
for the best placed newcomer.

Cost

Leen Hull took the Ultra Sports
Salver for the most improved pilot
— up from 34th to 14th.

The *‘relegated’’ list, sadly, con-
tained some prominent names -—
people in at the foundation of the
League. Most notable are John
Hudson (although he plans to main-
tain his commitment to Competitions
Committee), Mike Atkinson, John
North, Brian Godden and Donny
Carson who dropped out after the
third League this year because he
simply couldn't afford the enormous
travelling cost from his home near
Inverness.

Jenny Ganderton won the Women's
League again, although competition
was definitely becoming a bit keener
by the end of the season. Has she
still got time to log those extra
XACs needed to book her place in the
big time next year?

* Follow that! page 12. Why I'm
leaving, page 13.

ead'’ Steve Thompson
(who took these pictures
and those on p12)
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Goodbye Sylvia

Wings! Commercial
Editor Sylvia Howard
is leaving us after
years of loyal and con-
scientious service. We
wish her all the best

in her new life in Libya,
where she is going at
short notice to join her
doctor husband, Brian.

Important notice to
advertisers.

ALL advertising bookings should now be
made through RUTH KOHLMAN at the
Taunton office, 167A Cheddon Road,
Taunton, Somerset, TA2 7AH. Tel
(0823) 88140.

Artwork and tlext for selting and
design should, as wsual be sent to the
editor once the space has been booked.

New advertising charges have been
agreed with effect from the next issue
of Wings! They include a generous
new discount for advance payment on
two consecutive bookings.

The general ten per cenl increase in
our advertising rate is the first increase
in two years and is simply to keep our
very reasonable rales more in line with
costs. Our colour rates have had to be
increased rather more steeply — in the
past we have been ready, effectively,
to subsidise colour advertisers because
of the general enhancement of the mag-
azine brought by the addition of full
colour. Bul a realistic appraisal of the
posiltion regretably forces wus now 1o
revise that policy.

The new rates are as follows and
apply to all advertisements except those
for which a price specifically relating
to the November issue has already been
quoted.

Rates applicable to gliders
with no British CoA in brackels.

£182 (£212)
£159 (£25})

Single leaf insert
Back cover

Full page £132 (£212)
Half page £73 (£116)
Quarter page £42 (£67)
Display rate per

single col. cm £1.55

(min. jem)

Full colour

Full page (any) £400

All prices are exclusive of additional
typesetting and artwork costs. On full
colour adverts there iz a standard
charge of £150 where colour-separated
artwork is not provided.

Spot colour is available at a surcharge
of 20 per cent. For full details of
classified small ad rates see page £9.

Accounts should be settled within one
month of invoicing otherwise a ten per
cent surcharge is levied.

A ten per cent DISCOUNT is offered
where a space is booked for two con-
seculive issues and paid in advance.

Wordage and ‘“‘semi-display’ (boxed)
small ads must be prepaid.

Stan Abbott and publis
Martin Robinson.

72 Hartley Avenue,
Leads,

LS6 2LP

Tel (0532) 457891

igned by

second week of each month by the
BHGA. Additional sub-editing by

Editorial material ONLY to:

Inside b

Page 4 — Fitting a French Conn-
ection.

P — Lead :

in the = O° P iy

Page 6-7 — George Worthington's
last flight, by RICK MASTERS.

Page 89 — George Worthington:
a tribute by JOHN HUDSON.
The Mitchell Wing, by GW.

Page 1011 — Your letters in Air-
mail.

Handley
machine

out soon

THE Welsh whisper is getting a little
home of

louder down at Tredegar,
Hiway hang gliders.

No-one's going to jump up and down and say
the new Hiway machine represenis the biggest
quantum leap ever in hang gliding design —
not after the Alien left everyone with egg all

over their faces.

But the muted optimism seems now significant
enough to conclude that the new Miles Handley
is something right out of the

design really
aordinary.

Hiway boss John Ievers confirmed that while it
would be “‘a little bit premature'’ to put a launch
date on the as yel unnamed project it would

nonetheless be “‘very shortly''.

The company is presently working on production
method details and testing and certification.
Patents have been taken out on the Handley
wing-twisting mechanism which makes the ship,
says Ievers “‘more revolutionary than the Gryphon

was when it came out''.

Despite the enormous design investment and the
impressive images conjured up by ideas of wing-
twisting and moving fin for yaw control, Hiway
expects to sell the new glider at somewhere
between £1,000 and £1,100 or rather cheaper than
It will weigh

the Alien was expected to fetch.
about the same as a Demon, said John.

Page 12 — DEREK EVANS rounds
up the competition season.

Page 13 — Why I'm leaving the
League: JOHNNY CARR talks to
Stan Abbott,

Pages 1517 — Clubman's Mere.
Reports by BOB HARRISON
and MIKE DRISCOLL.

Page 19 — JOHN DUNCKER'S big
10-4: new British height record.

Page 21 — News

Fu‘?n 23 —  Power: STEVE
HOMPSON at Long Marston.
Page 24 — Xmas pressy round-up,
jpart one,

Page 26-27 — Applicability to mili-
tary training opens doors for hang
gliding sponsorship in Hungary as
this logo (below) shows. This
and more in Cosmopolitan.

Pages 29 & 32 - Classified
section.
Pages 3031 — News, including

Army h.g. championships.
Page 31 — Mainair prize Cross-
fubeword.

Copyright Wings! magazine, 1982
except where otherwise stated.

Airwave glider ‘surgery’

flying, tuning gliders, trying out the new
ones, and talking technically.

If you are interested in having your
glider overhauled and/or coming for the

AT the end of November, Airwave
Gliders are planning a week of
maintenance for any of their
gliders.

This will involve complete overhaul of
each glider including: —
*Stripping the sail from the frame.
*Inspecting and repairing the sail.
*Replacing suspect rigging, bolts, hang
loop, Mylar, and tubes.
*Rebuilding glider.

The cost is £25 + VAT plus the cost
of any replacement parts. A sail cleaning
service is offered at £17.50 + VAT.

All owners of Airwave gliders (irre-
spective or whether their glider has had
the overhaul) are invited to come to the
Isle of Wight for the following weekend
(Dec. 4 and 5) for a get-together, taking
advantage of the low rates negotiated with
a local hostelry, the Grantham hotel, and
the ferry company. -

It is hoped to have two days of good

weekend make arrangements with
your nearest Airwave dealer to get your
glider to us by Monday 29 November.
Most dealers will be coming to the Isle
of Wight for the flying on 4 and 5
December, s0 make arrangements to
share rides.

The programme for the weekend will
bhe: —

Saturday — Breakfast, collect packed
lunch., Test flying and tuning. Dinner
at Grantham Hotel, films and technical
talk in the bar.

Sunday — Breakfast, collect packed
lunch. Test Flying of new gliders. Return
home.

The price for full board and packed
lunches ai the Grantham for this weekend
will be £23.

For further information contact Airwave
(Gliders. Phone (9383 2968042 or 291851.
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et French
Connected!

PROPERLY set up, the French Connection

is a delight to fly with.

It is surprising

that, even though the idea originated in
France, there seems to be no commercial
manufacturer there producing in reasonable

quantities.

“We are really looking forward to finding owr-
selves an agent in France — a bit like selling
snow to KEskimos,” commented JOHN HUDSON
of Mainair Sports, who offers the following advice
on setting up a French Connection.

L

For fitting in pitch mode:-

1. The optimum position of
the connection should give
approximately 30 per cent
travel rearward of the 'hands-
off position’ and 70 per cent
of forward travel. However,
I recommend the Connection
is initially fitted to give little,
if any, rearward movement to
safeguard against accidental
stalling. The position can be
altered once you are used to
the light and neutral feel to
the base bar.

2. Before attempting to fit,
firstly fly the glider on your
normal hang point and memo-
rise carefully the ‘“‘hands-off"
position of your body in rel-
ation to the base bar.

3. Clip into your normal hang
point on level ground and have
a helper raise or lower the
rear of the keel until your
body 1is positioned in the
hands-off position.

4. Have another helper line up

Elton Products, Norway

are looking for dealers abroad

6 years experience in harness-making,
harnesses — bags — and other software
equipment
Butterfly — more than 200 sold in
Norway

Good discount for dealers —
ask for more information
ELTON PRODUCKTER — 2870 DOKEKA Tel ({0)61) 13857

An extenslon channel

may naave culiing the
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Initial connection position—see note 8.

the Connection with your exis-
ting hang loop. It may be
necessary to “‘hot cut'' a hole
in your keel pocket to allow
the fixing webbing to be fitted.
It is essential that the two ver-
tical strips are parallel and
that the horizontal bar is level.
Adjust on the strip holes if
necessary.

At this stage position the tri-
angular plate in line with your
normal hang point but against
the rear of the connection to
safeguard against accidental
stalling. See drawing.

5. The Connection is hung
from the two webbing loops by
disconnecting them, passing
them around the keel and
passing one end through the
loop of the other. Ensure that
the webbing is free f{rom
twists. Once the correct op-
erating position has been
found, the webbing can be pre-
vented from moving by
sticking a strip of self-adhesive
Velcro to the tube, re-fitling
the loops over it and holding
with the other Velcro half.
The loops can also be held
with adhesive tape.

6. Adjust your harness hang
height and clip into the Conn-
ection. Pull yourself forward
through the bar as if in flight.
Your keel helper should allow
the keel to raise 6 to 8" ( 150-
200mm) as it will in flight.
It should be easy to pull
through and your second
helper will see the connection
working correctly with the tri-
angular plate hinging forward.
If it is hard to pull through
then the horizontal bar is too
high at the front. Adjust on
the strip holes. If you feel it
is too easy to pull on and you
tend to swing forward, then
it may be too low at the
front.

7. The only way to trim the
Connection properly is to fly
with it. It will be immed-
iately obvious if it is too high
at the front as you will be
continuously *“‘pulling on’'; too
low and you will be flying fast
and pushing out. It is ob-
viously better to start by
han high at the front
slightly and to lower it hole
by hole until it feels equal.

8. In order to help you flare
easily for landing etec., you
should move the whole
Connection rearward once you
have had a few hours air time
and are familiar with the
neutral feel to the base bar.
It may be necessary o
re-adjust for trim.

Connection fitted for roll

control (not for floating cross
tube gliders):-
9. Connections can help
greatly for those gliders which
are heavy in roll. Fit to the
cross bar as outlined above,
but obviously, the connection
vertical strips must utilise the
same holes so that the hori-
zontal bar is level. The unit
must also be fitted in the
centre of the glider.

10. Maintenance.

The Connection has many
moving parts. 1 recommend
you liberally spray all the
joints with silicon lubrication
at frequent intervals.

It is essential that you fly
with a secondary independent
suspension loop long enough
to allow full travel.

Fitting a French Connection
or similar may affect the

airworthiness of your glider.

—




The Leader Page

Why comment?

WHEN | took on the job of editing Wings!
16 issues ago it was my policy not to
publish editorial comment pieces as a "'matter
of course” but only when | felt specific
Issues merited it.

It was a policy born out of my journalistic
experience in which | have found the editorial
stance of a publication is adequately conveyed
implicity through its general content, whereas
leader comment is often trite and liable to
alienate a large proportion of the readership.

| am now, however, forced to conclude
it is time to reintroduce leader comment to
the pages of Wings! Why? because the
BHGA and the sport at large is at the
crossroads. Big decisions are being taken
almost daily both within the sport and without
it that will profoundly affect its future.

Many Wings! readers neither know nor
care. Fly today and let tomorrow look
after itself seems a common attitude.

The reintroduction of leaders is an attempt
to make readers more aware of some of the
issues involved in which | hope Wings! can
become a strong and neutral watchdog acting
in the interests of fliers and for the good
of the sport.

The leader page will not be the exclusive
preserve of the editor — it will be open to
informed and relevant opinion on important
issues from anyone who can be said to
speak on a particular subject from a position
of reasonable authority,

Time to be
seen to act

ON September 24, 1982, something new
happened in British hang gliding.

In the wake of a fatal accident at Nont
Sarah’s, Pennines, a notice was circulated
to all BHGA members urging that the Sky-
hook Silhouette be not flown pending the
outcome of investigations, in particular the
results of tests on the association’'s Cran-
field-based dynamic test rig.

The prompt action in effectively grounding
the Silhouette can only be praised in as much
as it shows the BHGA is acting with a res-
ponsible concern for the well-being of the
members 1t seeks to represent., It brings
the BHGA into line with aviation at large
where just one unexplained crash of a par-

Lottery winners

August
The winners of the 500 club lottery for

ticular aircraft can provide sufficient argument
for its grounding.

But it does nontheless prompt questions
as to the rights and role of the association
in these matters generally, and — more
specifically — it asks questions that Skyhook
Silhouette owners want, and deserve, to be
answered promptly.

The position in general is this: the BHGA
unlike the Civil Aviation Authority and the
British Gliding Association has no statutory
right to “ground’’ aircraft. The Silhouette
“grounding"” was effected by the manufac-
turers themselves at the instigation of the
BHGA and they deserve full credit for their
total co-operation.

Editor:
Stan Abbott

~ This raises two issues:

.| What would have happened had the glider
in guestion been manufactured by a defunct
company?

.| Does the BHGA wish to take on broader
powers in line with the BGA to cope
with the eventuality of a less co-operative
manufacturer, and if so, is it competent
to exercise such powers?

On the first question the CAA says: “We
see no reason why the BHGA should not
stand in for a defunct manufacturer and
advise its members that a glider is unsafe.

“But we believe that possibly the BHGA
may have more of a problem than the BGA
because not all members are members of
clubs and so are less easy to contact.”

The CAA says its doors are open should
the BHGA wish to pursue the subject.

But if the subject is to be pursued, the
BHGA must first be able to put its hand
on its heart and say, truthfully, that it has
the procedures to act responsibly, consistently
and efficiently where airworthiness — and
hence questions of life and death — are
concerned.

Sadly, it would be dishonest of the ass-
ociation to argue that its past record shows
this to be the case.

Mike Cook and Elizabeth Kilkenny of Cran-
field Institute of Technology tell in September
Wings! how the dynamic test rig was out of
action for fully five months simply because
no-one from the BHGA could arrange for its
collection and modification after damage
during its use.

Faces have changed since then, but the
BHGA is still relying by and large on volunteer
labour to operate the rig. This places
volunteers in a most unenviable position of
responsibility which ought, rightly, to be
assumed by someone paid to do the job
and delegated so to do by BHGA council.

The “grounding” of the Silhouette
happened not because a set investigation
procedure was followed which deemed
"grounding” to be the appropriate course
to take, but because a number of con-
cerned individuals within the association —
paid and unpaid -— lobbied for such a
course.

Now the actual carrying through of that
decision — that is the dynamic testing of
the glider — depends again on the gal-
vanisation of volunteer effort to coincide with
an even break from the weather.

The first such attempt was foiled because
one of those who had done the lobbying
had not been briefed in good time as to
how the glider was to be fixed to the rig.

Silhouette owners are left pondering the
safety — and secondhand value — of their
gliders amid the increasing temptation to fly
them anyway.

Meanwhile, there’s a list as long as your
arm of other gliders which council has over
the past two years suggested should be
tested but which have escaped the treat-
ment meted the Silhouette. Gliders which
spring immediately to mind are the Vortex,
the Sunspot and the Floater.

Mot only do these and other gliders require
testing, but work must be done to test
the relevance of such testing to the actual
flying situation.

Yet, the BHGA has now taken on even
more work for the test rig in reaching
agreement with the BMAA to carry out air-
worthiness tests on “‘trike” wings (see p2b).

That too is a splendid idea, but if the
BHGA is to maintain credibility with its
members and other aviation bodies it must
act NOW to delegate responsibilities for
carrying out that policy.

In short, one or more of the association’'s
paid officers must be mandated to drop
all other commitments to deal speedily and
efficiently with such life-and-death airworthi-
ness problems. Or outside professional help
must be hired.

It is, after all, no more than the fair-
minded Silhouette owner is entitled to expect
for his/her monetary contribution to the
association’'s airworthiness programme.

Spending

Triangles OK

Triangle cross-country

' LETTERS ***
Put the

August 1982 were:- K. P Dicki £55.20, R.Cle THE Wings! committee has flights can now form the
rzt%l_l 7. Fischnaller £13.80, 5..4:&:;:::‘:”::;.:5, p.prn;frE taken steps to get spending hagals for official record I'ECUI'd
£6.90, I.E. Hoad £6.%0, D.J.Powell £5.52, L.Turner £5.58, on target for the current claims CIVL has .
C. A Ingram £§.14, H.J.Bull £§. 14, vaar. decided. The length of Strﬂlght
This makes a total of £138. prize money. An  announced last Issue, the the sm:ﬂlest side of the
and a like amount for BHGA funds, m-g:u;nmd :umhenl;i;lr::fh lurl ]: i‘.E.tl‘If]ﬂ triangle should be at Oh dear Stan —
overspend by the 's cember Putti th scord  stralght,
Sgp‘tgmbﬂr finunecial year end, dus partly to least 28 per cent of the ﬂlﬂ'::rugnl'lg sliﬁ E;qliings Irril JlILt'me

falling advertising revenuoe,
Fart of the shortfall has been made

total.

glow of having seen my name

Fod Wilsom £54.60. J. A Hudson £87.30. Lord Mosteyn £13.65
A.J. Ramaden £8.15. P.G. Blenkinsop [6.82, K.Lilten [6.82.
P.T.Anaty £5.46, P.Clancy [5.46. E Brooks [§.10. A.G.
Tremd £4. 10,

This is a total f £136.50 prize money
and a like amount for BHGA funds.
HﬂrT_E: all prize winners that have not
received their cheques please contact the A general increase of ten per cent
Treasurer as soon as possible as to-date lin advertising rates was agreed and
15 cheques have not been hed. urther savings will be made by the

H cashed transfer of advertising work to the
Taunton office.

It is hoped the magazine will now

finish the year within bodget.
* Headers may have got the impress-
ion from the story Financial Fears in
last month's Isue that monles destined al
for the Fighting Fund were finding negotiations with the Forestry
their way into general funds, Commission and is unforfunately
Treasurer Percy Moss wishes to still oul of bounds,

point out most emphatically that this
Is, of course, not the case,

twice In print in September
Wings! I feel | must correct
some false Impressions which
may have been glven.

1} The letter concerning the
hiring of local experts was
entirely my own opinlon and
should not have carried also
the name of the Dales h.g. club,

good by transfering £1,000 owed Lo the
magizine from the Foster's sponsor-
ship account owed for sadvertising
in Wings!

It was also decided to produce three
H-page  lssues of Wings! as  the
magnzine has been kept af 32 pages
without the advertising to justify it

Welsh welcome

The 3.E.Wales club announces
that social meelings will be held
on the first Saturday of every
month at 8.00pm. at the Dragon
Country Hotel, High 3Street,
Crickhowell.

Bar snacks will be avallable
and it is intended o have regular
film and wvideo showings. All
meémbers and visiting fliers to
the area are most welcome.

The 5. E.Wales northerly site
Rhigos Is still wunder

2} While the words of my
dAccount of my modest XOC
SUCCERA were mine as prluted in
an earlier DHGC newsletter, the
headlime “*How 1 beat Mr.
Bailey' was not, [ do feel it
EI‘-‘ES an uncharacieristic Ccast
to the whaole plece.

Fighting fund

Many thanks for the further donations
to the Fighting Fund from:- Thames Valley
HGC, 5.C.Rhodes, R.J.Payne, and partic-
ularly R.K.Sugg, a non-flyer.

NOEL WHITTALL
Lati=ds

Percy Moss
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The last flight of

"SOMETHING brand new and wonder-
ful is about to happen,” wrote George
Wﬂrthi_ngmn in July’'s Hang Gliding
magazine.

“An announcement has been made that on
September 10,11 and 12, 1982 there will be a
soaring contest for ultralights, that's right, the
world’s first cross-country soaring contest for
ultralights will take place in Bishop, California.”
George was excited. He was ready. He was
going to sweep it.

But the Wanderer George planned to fly
wasn't ready.

Designer Mark Smith finished the reconstructon,
after its mid-air failure, in early August. A
friend was supposed to trailer it to Oshkosh
but family troubles got in the way. It sat
in the trailer, ready to fly. But somehow
George and the Wanderer never got together. ..

L] L1 L]

Thursday night, the ninth of September, the
Owens Valley sky captains Don Partridge and
Tom Kreyche watched dismally as the fourth
final contestant arrived for the pilots’
meeting. It's a new sport, they told them-
selves. Giant oaks from little acorns grow,
and all that... How could they expect anyone
glse to make it, they thought, philosophically,
when their own entry wasn’t even ready?

The barren D-26 Nomad dangled forlornly
in the shadowed hangar, hungering for the back-
ordered 1/16" rivets, deprived of September's
thermals. And what were they going to do with
all those tee-shirts? Oh, well. At least the
quality of the pilots was pretty good.

There was Jeff Stephenson, the ““Economy
King”, in from Porterville with his wonder
wing, a Mitchell Wing B-10 — a wing so white
it hurt the eyes at noon. A wing so smooth,
So ahhh... And this guy knew how to thermal
(thank God!). Hadn't he flown 70 miles on a
quart of gas or something ridiculous? And what
a fuselage! With*an outboard motor the fibre-
glass thing would be mean in water sports,

Steve Grussock, the fellow who flies straight
down (stall — what's thatl), dropped in from the
Kasperwing factory in unpronounceable Issaquah,
Washington, dragging along veteran hang glider
pilot Scott Rutledge to sniff out thermals in
a second Kasperwing. Grussock's prototype
fuselage was a work of art. In the air it
looked like a cross between the scout from the
mother ship and a dragonfly eating a squash
bug at max L/D. But it was beautiful.
Beautifull And all those colourful little goodies
inside. It looked as though you could reach
right through that great clear canopy and touch
them. And with those sculptured Kasper tips,
those gigntic drag rudders — my God! — the
thing was incredible!

And then there was the guy in the Hummer.
(He's flying a what?) Gil Kensey had come
all the way from Provo, Utah with Klaus Hill's
second Hummer. His oxygen bottle looked
like a cannonball.

And then there was George. (Where is
George?) "It seemed strange,” Gil said later.
“Here we all are at George's meet and he
doesn’'t even show up at the pilots’ meeting.”’

HEERE

It was B:30 Friday morning. Mark was chasing
Jeff at the Wanderer's top speed. They dipped
down between the trees along the meandering
Owens River, twisting through at 50 feet. "I
was doing about 60, Jeff said. “| would
imagine he would have had to pull almost
2G in the stuff we were doing.”

Stories by Rick
Masters

They returned to Bishop for the first task,
an economy run 17 miles south to Big Pine
and back. While Don carefully measured the
gas in the tanks of the ultralights, Mark reviewed
the operation of the new Wanderer with George.

“George was in really good spirits,” Jeff
said. "He seemed active and really involved
and interested in what was going on.

“I had taken a wery, very close look at
the Wanderer,” Gil said. “Mark and | had
looked over it pretty closely and | would have had
no qualms about flying it. To me the machine
locked very, very good. And | can understand
how George felt about it by looking at it.
In no way did the structure lead the potential

skidding and shpping during turns in turbufent
thermals” — George had come to do battle
with the wind gods on their home ground!

“The only thing | would have commented
to George prior to launch, and | seriously
considered doing it,”" Scott said, later, ““was
the fact that he wasn't wearing a helmet. It
bothered me to see him hop in that plane
without a helmet on. It really did. | guess
he thought he was hopping in a sailplane.

“There were a lot of factors involved with him
flying that was taking a nonchalance towards
what was going on. More so than | felt he
should have been comfortable with. Steve and
| came here a day early to practise and see
how bad conditions really were and try to assess
what our abilities would be, instead of just
hopping into the first task and assuming every-
thing would be okay.

“I felt prepared for it, but | did not have
that feeling when | saw George and the
Wanderer. It seemed to me that there was
a distinct lack of experience as far as him flying

IN  July Wings! George
Worthington wrote enthusias-
tically about Mark Smith's
Wanderer — tha first ultra-
light "with real soaring
capabilities’’.

Ha watched as the machine antered
o spin with Mark at tha controls. Ha
saw 8 wing taar off as Mark pulled
back the stick,

His parachute blossomed open a

scant 100 ft. from the ground.
Georgs ran to thae wreckage as it
smashed into the sarth upsidedown,
fearful of what he would find, But
Mark was okay. "I felt as if I'd
saan a miracle!” Geaorge sald.

Gaorge lakd the blame on Mark.

“Tha fact that a wing cama off doas
not mean that the ship s flimay,
waak or understrength,’”’ ha wrota in
June Glider Rider. “In any light, clean
soaring machina, it ssems reasonable
to say, you can pull the wings off
with s combination of high speed and
an abrupt and sudden backward mava-
mant of the stick.” Tha ship was
okay. Mark neasded somae work.

In tha consersativa Journel of tha
Sonring Society of America, Soaring
and Motorgliding, George and Tasso
Propps published & controversial
articla on the Wanderer, Outraged by
their ssamingly casual atitudes regard-
ing convantional anginsering practicas,

-The Wanderer

aircraft designer Kevin Renahew wrots:
“Ona will not live to be an old pilot
it ha makes a habit of flying brand
newy aircraft designs without adequate
ground teating and static loading in
particular, | have sesen many cases
of & critical part baing analyasd very
carafully anly to have a failure occour
in some other area than that which
was axpacted. Six hundred fr. sbove
the ground i& nal the place to find oul
that the wrong area of the wing firting
WaS aniysed,

George reaponded immediately: |
must admit to a habit of flying gliders
and ultralights without first checking
into tha area of "ground testing and
‘static loading’, But | would like to
make it guita clear that | do have
salf-imposad rules as follows: (1) | will
not fly any fiying machina in the rola
of a test pilot (2} | will not fiy any
maching, owned by another pearson,
unlesa that parson flies it Rt just
prior to my flight (311 do ty to
avaluata tha dasigner-buillders and
have besn known to go on the prin-
cipla of faith.

“I am B2 | lowa to fly and have
flown ower 300 different makes and
modals of flying machines during 43
yaars of ‘everyday’ flying. | fervantly
baliove that | will not die as a result
of an asircraft related cause. If | hava
s fault regarding "safety’ in ganeral,
it ia in tha area of being overly-

faarful and overly-cautious,”

Tasso, despite having admitted 1o
running & faulty stress analysis on the
wing fitting that failled, had &8 few
words for Renahaw.

“l grow T2 years old spanding my
productive yaara as & professional
engineering test pilot. Static loads
wouldn't have halpsd us much, then,
Wa didn't know thae losds — wa flow
and measured to find out. That ssama
to ba habit-forming: | am still at it

“To ma, it's a lot cheapar to take
some calculated riskas and get soma
answars now, Oh, that's hoeresy, |
know, but without this attitude, asro-
nautical anginearing wouldn't be what
it is voday.”

"What kind of bugs ma about thair
snswaers,” Ranshaw sald, later, “was:
‘We'ra older. We know better. Wa
know averything thera i3 to do and
ware not golng to get hurt. It's
¥ou new guys coming into It that
sren’t going to survive.' And that
kind of thing. It was not raally
a good axample,”

Mark rebuilt the Wanderar. Ha streng-
thenad the centra saction and baeofed
up tha fastenings wheara tha twin
tailbooms met the fuselage. He
changed tha elevators and made thaem
leas senaitive. But tha silsron link-
nges, which George had described as
“marginal”, remainad tha sama.

pilot to believe that it was going to be inad-
uate.”’

The ships launched one after another. George
built up a lot of speed, rose about ten feet,
and levelled out to gain more speed before he
climbed. Compared to the others, especially
Jeff in the B-10 who left the ground in a neck-
straining power climb, it seemed a somewhat
trepidatious take-off.

No one knew except Mark — and few even
suspected — that this was the first launch
George had made in the rebuilt prototype.
With less than an hour of experience with
the previous aircraft — an aircraft with controls
so light that he had stated “there was no way
for the pilot flying the ship for the first time
fo coardinate the controls and to prevent both

that wing in different types of conditions and
preparing physically and mentally for this type
of experience. | thought that he probably
didn't have enough airtime to warrant even
being over here. Because if there is any
test of structural integrity and pilot skill, this
is the place.”

“Everybody was a little nervous then because
none of us were really experienced at flying
here,” said Jeff just after a gust front ripped
through the wvalley, its edge rattling the roofs
at Bishop airfield.

“George was the only one who had much
ume in this valley. He was interested in getting
airborne as soon as possible. | won't say he
was pushing because he wasn't, really. He
was afraid that the soaring conditions might
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‘George Worthington

deteniorate.”’

As George stood by the Wanderer, waiting,
he told Mark his flight plan. The task was
north to White Mountain Ranch and return.
He would head directly for the Whites, he said,
and hunt thermals. He regarded the wind,
crossing from the right at 10mph.

"What is the crosswind take-off capability?"
ne asked Mark. It struck me as odd that he
didn’t know.

‘In this wind, nothing to it,”” Mark replied.
“You won't even notice it,"”

000

“Whenever you're ready, George!”' Don yelled.
George strapped the parachute over his jacket,
settled the pork-pie hat on his head and squeezed
through the narrow opening in the fuselage
pehind the sliding canopy. He mentioned to
Mark that he had not yet flown the Wanderer
below 30 miles per hour. | almost dropped
my camera.

“You can fly it a lot slower than that,”
Mark told him. George pulled the canopy
shut and pinned it in place. He fastened the
safety belt around his waist and donned his
gloves. George seemed hesitant in his actions
this time, unlike before. ' He reached up and
pushed at the canopy. He scowled.

“Will this come away?” he asked. "It feels
pretty firm.'”

“¥Yeah. It's designed to,” Mark said. The
Old Man seemed unconvinced. "You'll be

surprised at how strong you are with an adrenalin
rush of fear.”

The pilots began to launch, each one intent
on using as little fuel as possible yet still
making it back within the time limit.

“His take-off was real clean,” Jeff said. “'Real
nice, He turned to the left and headed out
toward the hills.

“Shortly after he cleared, | took off. |
climbed a little faster and went over the top
of him. Shortly after | passed him, | flew
into what seemed to be a thermal at rather
low altitude — about 400 ft. | thought I'd
give it a try, anyway. | did one 360, and
as | came around | saw George. He was
moving toward me, manoceuvering under me.
We were pretty close to the same altitude
— within 100 ft.

“It looked almost like a porpoising action
when he was coming over. A couple of times
his attack angle looked odd. At one time it
looked like he was on the verge of a stall,
flying along at a nose-high attitude and carrying
power to keep it from staling. He didn't
lose any altitude when he brought the nose
down.

“Evidently, he had some power on at the
time. [t just struck me as odd. Flying under
a high angle like that, you're going to burn up
more fuel and you're going to waste time.
‘He must be trying to feel the ship out,’ is
what | thought.

“The thermal didn't seem to be overly turbulent
or anything else. Normally thermals have some
amount of turbulence in them — but it wasn't
anything you couldn’t deal with easily.

"l went around on another 360. | hit some
sink as | went out one side of the thermal.
When | came back around again, | looked
for George. | couldn’t see him anywhere.”

Scott was at 800 ft. a quarter of a mile
away.

“The air was mildly lifty,”” he said. *“And
it was really a better climb-out situation than
we'd had for the first task and for the pre-
ceeding day that Steve and | came and practised.

“I was intently watching the Mitchell Wing and
the Wanderer to see if they were going to
catch anything. It looked as if both of them
were starting to work a thermal, except, in my
opinion, they were both extremely low to the
ground. My whole attitude was to get as
safely as possible to 1,000 ft. and cruise. |
would have been at parachute-effective altitude
— and that's really the major concern,

“They were working something that had a
fairly good size to it. George wasn't banked
up at all. Not even 30 degrees. And for a
thermal, that's keeping a pretty flat and wide
turmng radius. They were making clockwise
turns. The Mitchell Wing was slightly more
toward the hills than the Wanderer.

“But as George was 360ing, the inboard wing
broke. It broke right in the air. And it looked
like there was a puff of dust that came off it..."

T 0 A
“It's on fire!”" someone cnied.

We stood frozen, our breath stopped, as
George began his fall from the sky.

“Oh, no! George!” It was Mark Smith.
Screaming. "'Throw the chute, George! Throw
the chute!™

L) L]

Gil was directly below Scott at 300 ft.

“l saw the glider slip,”” he said. "“But |
don’t know if it had failed prior to that or not.
| was real surprised when it came apart —
especially in the air that it came apart in.
That's what leads me to believe that it might
have been a slip that helped to induce the
failure."

“"When the wing broke,” Scott said, “he
entered what looked like a spin with the wing
that was intact still at a flying attitude for a
half-second or so. It was continuing in the
turn with one wing straight up and the other
one pretty much at a nght angle to it. And
it didn't take but a second before the other
wing was straight up in the air, matching the
one that was broken. The fuselage was on its
side. It continued a slow spin with both wings
straight up in the air, plummeting towards the
ground. It impacted going straight down.
From 400, maybe 500 ft.

“I'd say the whole thing, from the breaking
of the wing to impact, was five or six seconds.

| don't think he had enough time — | don't
think he had enough altitude — to effectively
do anything."

Don hurtled the Kawasaki down the runway,
the engine screaming at full bore. | grabbed

oy

aful flight

Oh, George! This s my

“0Oh, George!
worst nightmare,”’ he kept saying between sobs.
“I know he's hurt. Oh, George!”

Far out on West Line, Don was a speck
roaring away at 100 mph.

If George really needed us, | knew, we would
never make it in time.

“I kept looking through my soaring windows
to see if he was possibly above me,"” Jeff
said, “but | couldn’'t see him anywhere.
Finally | looked down and | saw the wreckage
on the ground. | went down and landed
to see if | could do anything.

“The ship was upside down. There was very
little | could do to get to him other than to
reach in. There was no pulse that | could
feel. He had blood all over his face but he
wasn't bleeding."

Jeff ran to the barbed-wire fence at the edge
of the field as Don shid to a halt. “Call
an ambulance!” he yelled. Don spun the bike
around. He tore by us a we approached the
scene.

| leapt from the wvan. Another local hang
glider pilot trained in emergency medicine had
just arrived. We ran to the wreckage.

The left wing was intact with the fuselage
in which George was pinned upside down.
“"We've got to turn him over!” | cried. We
grabbed the wing and rolled the fuselage over.
It was surprisingly light.

We tried to resuscitate George but his spirit
had flown. We were too late. Later the coroner
would tell me it didn't matter. He had died
instantly.

Stunned, | walked slowly back to the road.
Mark stood on the berm, wvisibly shaken, his
jaw twitching, his eyes begging me not to tell
him the truth. That George was dead.

“I'm sorry,” | said.

“I killed him,” he said, his voice faint with
horror. "'l killed George..."'

“MNo, Mark,” | responded, trying desperately
to reach him, “You didn't kill him. He knew
exactly what he was getting into here. More
than anyone else here. He knew! George
made a mistake. Whether it was up there or
back at the airport — it doesn't matter. Aviation
does not allow us to make mistakes and survive.
When George climbed into your ship, he
assumed the risk. All of it. Don't blame
yourself.”

| reached out to comfort him. His eyes
widened. he backed away from me, turned
and stumbled down the road, sobbing. | looked
down at my hands.

They were thick with George's blood.

Rick Masters 5 an dependent journabist and ciremaltog-

It was relatively smooth. In fact, it was the arm of a spectator with a nearby van. rapher. _His second flm, The Sky Blue Mowe, follows
: . ' x: : & . G h " f thight he ‘B2 X
smoother at that time than it had been on any Let's gol George might need us,” | said.  Chsse 1o the Seff-Launch Saiplane Contest, to his iragic
other occasion that I'd flown. Mark jumped in as we rolled off. death ai the Uitralight Soaning Contest.
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George Worthington — man

HANG gliding is a pretty intense
game. There are tight communities
in almost every country in the world
and stars in the sport tend to get
international reputations.

There are two names however
which stand apart from the rest
having climbed to the pinnacle of
recognition in the twelve years or
s0 of our sport.

One is Dr. Francis Rogallo who
lives quretly in the USA taking the
occasional flight from the sand
dunes and seeing the wing which
carrics his name blossom the world
over. The other belongs to George
Worthington. Go to any wind-blown
or sun baked spot in the world
where flying takes place, say his
narme and see the recognition.

George Worthington is no longer
around. He died achieving goals
and ambitions beyond the reach of
the vast majority of us. [ had the

good fortune to spend some time
around this dynamo and, believe
me, | was impressed. No-one |
had ever met had the dedication,
commitment and single-mindedness
of George Worthington. In his late
fifties, he told everyone he was
going to establish the range of
FAl records on hang gliders and
within two years he held not one or
two but all of them.

George was pilot extraordinaire.
He has been a naval pilot in World
War Two, flown military jets for ten
years after, gained a commercial
licence, taken up ghding, won his
soaring diamonds and sel soaring
records in sailplanes. When hang
gliding came along he grabbed it
and eventually took it to the Owens
Valley to make it grow up. His
influence on the way our sport has
progressed since then has been
astronorvcal.

It was George who was among
the first pilots testing out the radical
Owens conditions. It was George
who pushed and publicised the
place, it was George who cajoled,
encouraged and bulfied the XC
Classic into being. From these
efforts resulted world record flight
which made “real” pilots and auth-
orities sit up and take notice of us.

Everyone loves a winner — the
first time. When the guy keeps
on winming, jealousy and envy can
sometimes turn admiration to hos-
tility. Unfortunately there are a few
people around wha knocked him
saying things like “yes, okay, he
gets the record but he’s not that
hot.  Why, | outclimbed him in
the thermals the other day”. These
goons probably never stopped to
tatk to him and discover that
George Worthington, this world
winner, was a very honest and

respectful pifot and a man of quite
extraordinary humility i you took
the time to reach him.

This came home forcibly to me
one day in August 1979. | was
driving for George Worthington and
Mick Pollard at Cerro Gordo. It
was blown out on top and believe
me it was honking.

George insisted on driving 500ft.
down the mountain and rigging up
where the wind was slightly less.
We helped him assemble s
Mitchell Wing and after a wait
! noticed him sitting in his car
doing nothing. | walked over,
leaned on the door and asked what
was wp. “John” he said “I'm
scared.

“The wind is strong, maybe too
strong. I'm very nervous about it
but I'm going to sit a while longer
and think it out.”™

[ just didn't know what to say.

i Flying
| the
‘King
of
Ings’

il

George Worthington was a frequent
and enthusiastic contributor to Wings/
whose youthful, energetic style
conjured up a sort of Tom Sawyer
image belying his years. His last
contribution was this “eulogy’ on the
Mitchell Wing — the wing on which
he set the world hang gliding distance
record in 1978

HRERE

THE foot-launched Mitchell Wing is
by far the highest performance hang
giider in the world. It could be made
even better with just a fraction of
the talent and time now being spent
on Rogallo improvements.

so why i1s it that foot-launched Mitchell
Wings are scarcer than a hen's tooth! There
are a lot of possible reasons, and some are
quite valid. There is also the possibility that
the Mitchell Wing reputation has unjustly
suffered in some unknown manner during the
gix years of its existence.

The time is right to set the record straight.
| have waited until now, because | owned a
Mitchell Wing and felt the praise | was bound
to give it might be misunderstood. Now |
have sold the ship and can speak out.

Does the Mitchell Wing get higher than any
other hang glider? No. My experience has
been that during about 20 individually good days
at Torrey Pines, the Mitchell Wing had about
30 per cent of the hang gliders above it, and
about 70 per cent below. But while those
hang gliders were at or near 22 mph best
sink speed, the Mitchell Wing was doing 32
at minimum sink.

An even greater difference in performance
is apparent when both types are speeded up a
bit, to best L/D speed, but perhaps the best
testimony exists in cross-country conditions. On
ong occasion, | crossed the Westgard Pass
area from south to north with no discernible
tal wind in wvery calm air, and with no
thermals. There were no clouds in the area
of the straight glide of 17 miles which was
begun at 17,000 ft.

| reached a point over Black Mountain, and
still had 10,500 feet. In other words, 17 miles
was flown, with no turns, with the loss of
anly 6,500 fi!

| have had successful flights from Gunter
and Cerro Gordo in Owens Valley when the
wind conditions were well above those deemed
safe for flexwings and the Mitchell Wing seemed
to climb, often straight ahead, on a course
parallel with the mountains, when | knew from
long tough experience in Rogallos that they
would not have done so.

| am disappointed and sad that | flew the
Mitchell Wing so infrequently and on so few
record attempts, although the reasons are
understandable, The wing itself, as distinguished
from the cage underneath, is fairly hard to
repair because there are no Mitchell Wing
repair services in my area. | always knew
that if | ever damaged the wing structure
{and | never did in 168 flights) the wing would

have to be delivered to San Francisco (from
San Diego or Owens Valleyl and later to
Porterville, when the “factory’ moved there.

This meant the possible involvement of
considerable time and money, so there was a
constant nagging reluctance in my mind about
risking damaging the wing. | always owned
and flew Rogallos during the five years |
owned and flew the Mitchell Wing.

This “repair” problem would not have existed
it | had built the Mitchell Wing instead
of having it built by the designer Don Mitchell.
If you build a ship, you can repair it. But I'm
not a builder, and will never be a builder —
it takes a proper apprenticeship and time and
| would rather fly than build,

For many many of you, this is not the
case — a great many pilots would be willing
to spend time building a ship if they were
certain the finished product would be “‘the
best in the world."

Why s the performance of the Mitchell
Wing so superior? Because it has cantilever
construction — no wires, King post or struts
— and because it has no drag or weight
created by having a tail. It is a flying wing.
Also, it has a much more uniform and smooth
wing shape than any other foot-launched
machine,

Does it have any kind of instability problem,
as 15 sometimes rumoured to be associated
with flying wings? Nol Why? Because
of the unique design of the elevons. They
are carried below the trailing edge of the wing
and retain an important degree of control-
authority even after the wing itself has reached
stall speed.

The size of the elevons, plus their method
of connection to the control stick, and their
direction and degree of movement are also
beautifully designed to do a wery different
job.

Can the Mitchell Wing handle the roughest
Owens Valley thermals and turbulence? Yes,
absolutely! 1 have flown the Mitchell Wing
in some extremely rough air, and found it
handles turbulence better than any Rogallo.

Can the Mitchell Wing climb as well as a
Rogallo? | believe it can. Sometimes, in
high wind conditions, it climbs much better.
My average cross-country speeds in the Mitchell
Wing have always been 20 to 30 per cent
higher than those (along the same general
route] in the Rogallos.

Is the Mitchell Wing heavier than the rogallo?
Mot any more. My Mitchell Wing weighed 70Ibs.

Is the Mitchell Wing capable of car-top port-
ability? Absolutely! The first Mitchell Wing
owner-pilot, Dr. Howard Long, bhad the practice
of placing the Mitchell Wing (with cage off)
on top of some padding on the roof of his
car, tying the ends down to the bumpers and




humlllty

Here's the great George Worthington

telling me, a punter from England,
that he's scared of flying. He
eventually flew off making a very
clean launch and disappearing into
the distance but it was then that |
realised that here is a man who
didn’t hide behind anything, least
of all a reputation.

George Worthington, a man
unafraid fto give voice ta his
successes, fears and failures

actveved more in the 7% years he
spent flying hang gliders at the
latter end of his career than most
of rtoday’s young pilots will through-
out thewr whole fives. Some will
say that he went doing what he
loved: but that's no way. There's
a lot of unfinished flying to be done
and it's a great tragedy that George
Worthington is not going to par-

ticipate in it.
John Hudson

driving at mormal mighway speeds. He had no
cover for it and didn't seem to mind the sun
or rain, because he regularly left it on top of
his car.

When | saw Howard Long's Mitchell Wing
after over a year, it seemed in perfect shape.
| took a far more cautious approach, probably
much too cautious, and after five years of
use, my Mitchell Wing still looked like new.

Is the Mitchell Wing tinng to fly? No. It
is far less tiring than a Rogallo, because
immediately after take-off the pilot's body is
gased into a wvery comfortable hammock, and
no further weight shift is used until final
approach on landing. The control stick and
and wing-tip rudders are moved easily, smoothly,
and efficiently.

Is it easy and safe to make take-offs and
landings in the Mitchell Wing in all the con-
ditions which are used for Rogallos? Yes
— absolutely, for the take-off, and no, not
quite as easy, for the landing. | feel safer
during take-off in all conditions (especially high-
wind conditions) in the Mitchell Wing than
the Rogallo.

The Mitchell Wing has a very gentle pred-
ictable stall, It has shown no tendency to
drop a wing. But in a no-wind landing, the
pilot must take about six or seven very fast
running steps in slowing down and transferring
all of the weight from the air to his legs.
On practice-hills, | was able to handle no-wind
landings in every case. However, after three
or more hours of flight, my legs and co-
ordination would not usually handle a no-wind,
nor a light-wind landing — usually I'd take two
or three running steps and fall down.

| was never hurt or even bruised.

The forward vertical tubes (half inch chrome-
molly) were sometimes slightly bent. One of
the horizontal “armpit tubes” (2 aluminum)
was  twice broken... a quick, simple replace-
ment which | could accomplish alone with just
a drill and rivet gun. But it must be clearly
pointed out that | am average-to-below in the
talents required to land foot-launched air
machines.

This is easily verified by the fact that | do
a great deal of practice at Torrey Pines in a
Rogallo and yet can never come near the
landing grace, performance, or ability of more
than a dozen other pilots. Therefore, it is
totally logical to conclude that many pilots —
because of youth, strength, and ability —
could make far better landings under much
more difficult situations after they had learned
to fly the Mitchell Wing than | could.

| feel sure that the Mitchell Wing has as
much capability of being landed expertly as the
Fledge Il. | was never able or willing to try
using both rudders simultaneously for landing
the Mitchell Wing. But I'm sure, when done

Tha Mitchell “King of Kings"”

properly, it would be very effective.

If, for some reason, such as previous damage,
the rudders of the Mitchell Wing or the elevons
should become inoperative, would this be
dangerous and render the ship uncontrollable?
Mo, absolutely not! In 1976 because of previous
unrepaired damage, a Mitchell Wing pilot lost
one of his elevons. He landed safely and easily.
In 1978 a glued part of my rudder cable housing
broke off in flight. | was extremely nervous

apprehensive, because | had thereby lost
I:I' use of the rudders. Then | found the
Mitchell Wing was still totally controllable

(though it did a slight bit of yawing in the
turns) and made a perfect landing without the
use of rudders.

What about the use of a parachute to save
the pilot, in case of a mid-air or some other
catastrophy? The use of a parachute is just
as applicable to the MW as it 15 to any
other hang glider. | liked having a chest-
mounted, special light-weight, drogque-type
parachute attached to a special harness. All
| had to do in case of trouble was undo
a bit of Velcro on the hammock, raise my
arms, and | would slip quickly out of the Mitchell
Wing. Then | could pull the rip cord. Since
| wasn't attached to the ship by a Karabiner
or other means, the exit could be very speedy
and efficient.

What about assembly and dissembly-time as
compared to a Rogallo? The Mitchell Wing
is faster. The wingtips are hinged. Just fold
‘'em out, insert three pins, tape the gap (slap
on 2" masking tape to close the 1" gap).
The elevons are already connected and ready
to go. Insert each rudder and pin it. Insert
the control stick... and fly. | have flown the
ship without taping the gaps, and could discern
no difference.

Can the Mitchell Wing be launched unassisted/
Yes! In orderto prove this to myself, | landed
one day at Tomey Pines and, completely un-
assisted, walked with the Mitchell Wing from the
point of landing to the cliff edge and took off
again. | was then 59 years old.

| think we've covered most areas of
operational requirements and other comparisons
between the Mitchell Wing and the Rogallo.
Are there any unfavourable aspects of owning
and flying a Mitchell Wing? Yes, particularly
two.  First, a pilot will normally want to
build his/her Mitchell Wing from an excellent
kit which is provided. It takes a good amount
of time and effort to build one. Like any
first-time task, these could be cut by 50%
on the second one, and by B0 per cent on
the fourth. The point is, it is only hard
because you've never done it, and because you
have no experienced builder guiding you. The
second problem with the Mitchell Wing is even

more serious. There are no places where a
pilot can get Mitchell Wing instruction. The
ship is easy to learn to fly, with proper instruc-
tion, and at an adequate site. It is extremely
hazardous (to the ship mainly) and difficult to
teach yourself to fly a Mitchell Wing. The
factory discourages pilots from trying to build
a foot-launch Mitchell Wing.

The factory pilots do not ever fly or even
own a foot-launch version. As far as | know,
the only foot-launch Mitchell Wing in the world
is the one | recently sold to Chuck Rhodes.
It was an ideal sale, because | didn't have
to worry about the problems which would be
facing Chuck in learning to fly it. He had
previously flown a foot-launch lcarus V, which
is far more difficult to learn, and yet which
is almost identical to the Mitchell Wing in
cage-layout. Chuck should have an easy and
safe time in transitioning to the Mitchell Wing
and he should love the major increase in per-
formance over the lcarus V.

BAEEE

Don Partridge and Tom Kreyche said a
Mitchell Wing could compete in 1982's XC
Classic, providing the owner provided his own
transport up the mountain. Boy oh boy, what
an opportunity, if someone had had a Mitchell
Wing ready on July 1st! The Mitchell Wing,
flown by somebody like Pfeiffer, Tudor, Burnett
or Moyes would absolutely smoke the rest
of the competition. It is always fun and exciting
to have a machine that you know is much
much better than anything which the com-
petition may have.

Why did | sell my Mitchell Wing? Because
I'm 62, easily intimidated by difficulties, and
because | certainly do not now possess nearly
enough talent to bhandle the problem of
landing in all the areas and conditions that the
Rogallo can and does.

And finally, does the Mitchell Wing have a
good potential for setting official and unofficial
world record distance flights? Wowl Yes!
If a pilot can fly 168 miles in a Rogallo,
someong could fly 250 miles in a Mitchell
Wing. It's that much better. There should
logically be 1,000 Mitchell Wings flying in the
U.S.A.

And there is a bonus. [If you happen to
like ultralight flying, you can buy a factory
landing gear and engine, and by removing
bolts, you can convert your foot launch Mitchell
Wing into an ultralight B-10. This conversion
from foot-launch to powered ultralight would
take less that five minutes.

It is hoped that some of the misconceptions,
ignorance, and inaccurate rumours about the
Mitchell Wing have been dispelled by this piece
— the ship deserves much much better than
it has gotten so far.
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DEAR STAN —

With reference to the fourth of
Bob Harrison's recommendations
on the use of dual powered hang
gliders for training of hang glider
pilots, I would like to point out to
readers what Howard Edwards
was trying to achieve.

Realising the potential of power training
he bought a Chargus Titan modified for
his purposes and was working on a suitable
power unit when he was killed. The idea
was that a student who showed promise
before reaching P1 standard would be
taken with an experienced instructor on the
Titan to a height above 1,000ft.

With the engine on tickover or even
off, the student could pilot the glider as
a4 normal freeflight machine with no fear
of crashing into the hill and, above all,
not having to think about landing a few
seconds after take-off.

If the student was unable to cope the

Power trainin

instructor would immediately take charge
and land if necessary, either with or, in
emergencies, without power. The obvious
advantages of this system are:

1. The student gets used to height and is
less likely to make mistakes through being
“‘zonked out"' on first soaring flights.

2. If the student loses, or the glider
feels as though he/she is about to lose
control, the instructor can take over
immediately.

3. The student learns in full prone, has
plenty of space in which to manoeuvre
and gets the feel of flying a hang glider
without worrying about the proximity of
the ground, trees, power lines ete.

4. The student finds out immediately
whether he/she likes flying; if he/she
‘“freezes’” the instructor takes control.
{ Less bent uprights and broken wrists).

5. The student experiences his/her first
thermal (and other) lift under close
instruction.

6. If interested in power the student
learns to use it and at the same time

Soaring’s
not so
boring

Dear Sir, —

I was very interested
and delighted to hear
of Jenny Ganderton's
successful flight.

life.

not to rely on it, so will probably make
a very safe microlight pilot.

Of course students would have had to
do their slope training as normal to gain
P1 standard, but they would also have
height experience and have realised how
much more there is to learning to fly a
hang glider than just ‘ground-hopping."’

Experience is safely in our sport and
through using a two-man powered hang
glider Howard was trying to widen the
experience of his students, thus making
them safer and more responsible pilots.

That he was killed flying his powered
Cyeclone (which was foot-launched and
without the unique suspension system of
the Titan), before his ideas could become
fact, is an ironic tragedy that will be
fully and bitterly felt if his accident is
used to preveni the development of dual
power training gliders because of safely.
Hang gliding can not grow without ex-
perimentation.

MISS S.M. BRALEY , Kidlington, Oxford.

Noisy trikes!

Dear Percy, (Moss) —

While we thank vyou all
successful conclusion of the Mere event In the
face of terrible odds (those shifting, whispering
winds!) my wife, friends and 1 would like to offer
a desperate plea on behalf of those of our hang
gliding fraternity who regard the countryside as
a refuge from the noise and pressure of our town

once again for the

I was not so happy about
the comment "‘an hour
or s0's boring soaring.

To be fair to Jenny: this
view is held by quite
a few fliers 1 have
met, that if one can
only soar back and
forth on a ridge it is
boring.

I ask all those that hold
that view to spare a
thought for those
people who would do
anything to be able to
soar at all; those who
are physically incapable
of enjoying the exper-
ience of flight.

It is salutory on
occasions to ponder on
one's initial training
and the absolute thrill
it gave, first to be able
to complete a flight
from the top to the
bottom of a hill.

I hold the view that
every single flight is a
lesson and every flight
a new experience.

Has anyone heard a
sailor who has circum-
navigated the world,
when he takes out his
salling dingy to the
local reservoir with
his mates, say “‘I've
had a boring day's
salling?’

What 1 have written
does not detract at all

from my admiration

of Jenny's achieve-
ment.

MIKE GLANVILL

Chard,

Somerset.

10

All letters should be

72 Hartley Avenue,

paper only.

Over Milkwood?

The poet Dylan Thomas was born in Swansea,
and spent the latter part
_ across the bay. A
recently discovered fragment shows the extent of
his precognition of present-day Rhosilli:-

The bare and grassy

holidayed at Rhosilli,

of his life at Laugharne,

Sparrow-dot high above
the down,
Beneath the blowsy bar-
maid of his sail,
Hangs No-Good Boyo,;
Peering past his shaking
hoots, to spy

sent  to
Leeds LS6 2P and should be
signed and written CLEARLY on one side of the

There was, alas, no
such refuge enjoyed at
Mere this year — it was
the Battle of Britian
again.

Now trikes are, 1
admit, a wonderful
invention and lots of fun,
but conversationwise
Saturday in particular
was a washout for those
on the ground. A few
of the trikers displayed
a lack of courtesy and
discipline with their low-
level “macho” wingovers
and several disdained
the rifle range airstrip

the FEditor at

couples of his dreams, (still wusable at that
And finding only sheep. time) in favour of
landing beside their own

tents in the main field

W.G.MUNRO _ gurely outside the

London SW2T  ‘‘gpecial rules' hinted at

In your note
Wings!

I know my triking
friends in my own club,
the Wessex, would
endorse my suggestion
that we must encourage
a more purposeful
attitude to powered
flying. I hope that next
yvear will see the organ-
isation of competitive
tasks — e.g. a navigation
circuit, which, while still
maintaining the essential
presence of powered
hang gliding, will free
them from the confines
of the site and thus allow
the return of that
ingredient of tranquility
that lately has departed.

BOB DEAR,
Che rl‘.m*-}' Surrey

in July

Who gives way...”

Dear Stan, —

Following Ian Trotter's
excellent article (August Wings!)
on the art of gentlemanly flying
and the avoidance of verbal
abuse — can he, or anyone else,
tell me the correct course of
action to take when two gliders
find themselves scratching below
hill top level?

Approaching  head-on and
breaking right means that the
glider with the hill to his left
(the “gentleman’’) may go down
whilst the other (the *‘idiot'") hits
the hill.

Air law says that the “idiot"
should maintain his course and

peed in the exmﬂmtmn that the jdiot as the guilty party for
“gentlaman will give way and breaking left.
fly round him... not easy! Luckily, so far all of the

On a number of occasions the
law of self preservation has die-
tated that I (as the “‘idiot” with
right of way) should pull out
LEFT allowing the “‘gentleman"’
the inside line rather than try and
squeeze through the 40ft. gap gen-
erously left to me,

Obviously should any of those
““‘gentlemen’ have had failing
eyesight or just have been
leaving things a little late, their

flying.

avoiding action plus mine could
have resulted in very unfortun-

ate consequences — with this

“gentlemen’’ 1 have encountered
in this way (including Ian Trotter)
have flown
happily taken the
offered to them.

Two “idiots’’ like me may well
both end up at the bottom as a
result of our safety-conscious
What happens when two
“gentlemen’’ meet?

straight
inside

on and
line

STUART PROSSER
Abingdon,
Oxon.
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Dear Stan — v . -

I must write to say and made STRONG rec- serious and fatal off in adverse conditions
that I found reading the ommendations that accidents. So, if you or on structurally sub-
June issue of Wings! certain gliders be can't think of others, standard eguipment,
very disturbing. It grounded until sufficient  think of yourselves. which could result in
wasn't just the fact that testing has been done on It takes wvery little further accidents and
two fellow fliers had the test rig. effort to offer words of possible injury.
been killed, and a This goes for the old advice, and if this is It's taken us six to ten
number seriously injured as well as the new done in the correct years to make our sport
(not to mention the near gliders. The test rig is manner it doesn’'t reasonably respectable
misses) but the casual now operational so let's wusually upset or offend {4 the media and general
and blasé manner in use it. anyone — quite the nunlic and now compan-
which this was reported. To all fliers of pilot 2  opposite. ies are beginning to

Bduying a new glider ability and above:- to do Most pilots with any offer sponsorshop
i i

parachute is
definitely not the answer
to the problem. You're
still left with people

our

demands that everyone
{not only instructors and
observers)

sport justice  grey

should feel

matter in their
helmet-protected bonses
will at least think about
advice offered and gen-

Why blow it with
articles only suitable
for the “suicide weekly'?

flying gliders with  concerned for the safety erally take heed once
various instability of our fellow intermed- they've thought it MIKE WHITE
problems. Isn't it about iate pilots. After all, itis through. { Whinging Kiwi. )

time someone took a
stand (come on BHGA)

Dear Stan —

I thought 1 may as well take
this opportunity to make a less
than serious complaint about the
article in AUGUST Wings (no
exclamation) on the League
event.

Why, when all other distances,
weights and heights are given in
imperial units, are nearly all XC
distances given in Kilometres?
Is this purely to confuse — or is
it an attempt to impress by
making all numbers larger.

Even worse — some distances
i.e. in the part

were in miles!

the sport en-masse that
suffers

from these

by Robert Balley —
ﬂﬂ”
not trying

surely this is better
than letting pilots take-

‘20 miles or
, “the extra 11 miles or so'
to be too accurate —
no real need either 1 suppose.

¢/o Welsh Hang Gliding
Centre, Crickhowell.

The numbers game

all the gliders in Mainair sports.
B.F.JONES.
Jeddah;
Saudi Arabia.

So why in the next paragraph

45.2 KM. Please standardise the
information, at least in the same

article!

Also, why so many weird R.H.S5.
Haven't they
heard of hyphenation to avoid
(Two words on one line,
one at each end — very messy)
O.K. Moans over, carry on with
the job — I wouldn't do it for

justifications?

this.

Magazine for
ego trips?

Dear Stan —

Without wishing to take any-
thing away from pilots who are
perfect ambassadors for hang
gliding. 1 feel I must write
and complain about the way
that Wings! has been presen-
ted recently.

Is this really a national mag-
azine for all BHGA members,
or merely a benefit monthly
provided to feed the egos of
a few elite members, where
the same tired old faces seem
to adorn every other page
month after month.

There are many other pilots
I have met of excellent
standing all with notable news-
worthy stories to retell, and
many other sites and clubs (Yes
its true, even outside the Dales
and Peak District).

S50 come on Stan, lets have
some stories from real pilots
not just these superheroes who
exist on a higher plane than
ourselves.

I would also like to point
out that while I am not suppor-
ting space given to power in
the magazine, 1 am equally
against so much time and
space devoted to National and
XC League items within the
format of Wings! as these
articles are generally of very
little interest to the majority

of pilots. DAVE GUNNER
Pirbright, Surrey.

* Are people in the XC League
“real pilots™? The ball’s in
your court, Dave, let's read
about YOUR news! — Ed.

o I stand guilty! The big
problem, of course, is the fact
that competitions ele. mix their
measures and this comes doun to
the fact that the Ordnance Survey
divides ils maps (and always
has) into convenient kilomelre
squares. Perhaps the time is ripe
to lobby for kilometeres through-
oul. — Ed.

Safety
code

Dear Stan —

Last month I read of another pilot
who took-off without "‘clipping in"' —
he got down alive but others have
not.

Having been trained by the RAF
I always hated the idea of taking-off
without a routine pre take-off check
so I gladly adopted Phil Swift's CHEW.

For me this means:- C Clip in;
H Helmet and harness 0.K; E "Empty"
— air free from other kites — wireman
informs; W Vario switched on and
stopwaltch started. Wind.

In the RAF I came to the conclusion
that cockpit drill was the most
important part of flying and six years
of rather infrequent hang gliding has
not altered my feeling that the most
important part is what you do before
you take off — assessing wind, checking
kite, consulting others who have just
flown, etc.

TONY NEWELL.

Rossendale, L.ancs.

® June Wings!

new
skills

Dear Stan —

Being a P.1. of some
experience it always
strikes me as strange
the amount of coverage
Wings! gives to com-
petition flying.
Although this is un-
doubtedly an interes-
ting aspect of the
sport (and important
in terms of potential
revenue for BHGA) it
can make very dull
reading.

Hang gliding is an ex-
hilerating sport and to
turn large sections of
Wings! into pages of
dry facts and statis-
tics is not only unin-

teresting but also
counter-productive.
For the BHGA to

survive and prosper it
is essential that those
entering the sport
(and those already in
it) are encouraged to
develop fully their own
skills, as well as learn-
ing new ones.

It is in this field that
Wings! can make its
greatest contribution
by giving advice on
basic and advanced

flying techniques;
glider construction
and performance;

ancillary equipment;
and geographical and
meteorological phen-
omena.

Such information would
be of invaluable help
to the everyday flier.
This is not to say that
Wings! should become
some kind of basic ins-
truction manual, but
merely asks that the
focus of attention be
shifted from the
experienced and com-
petitive fliers, to those
who form the ground
rock of the sport —
the non-competitive
weekend flier.

J.R. SHARMAN

London NW&
Thank — you
Dear Stan —
Could I through your

pages thank everyone
who helped me after
my accident at Mere
and in particular Tony
Terry and the beautiful
lady who held my
hand.
STEVE NEWPORT
Birchington,
Kent.
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Phate Beftine Gray

...is the phrase which sums up my
initial feelings at the end of our best
competition season ever.

Our aces have threatened to do something
like this for ages and having got it all together
this year we now have enough silverware to
enable us to control the silver bullion markets
for some time to come.

Dominating the European Championships was
a fitting finale to a highly successful season
and rewarded Tony Hughes for some brilliant
flying over the past two years. It also broke
the myth that we can only win team prizes.
S0 what price the World Championships next
year in Germany?

We certainly have ten individuals who bhave
the skill and the will to win. This strength-
in-depth was amply displayed in the Bleriot
Cup this year when we beat the French on their
own ground with a "B team and, in doing
s0, put the pressure on the "A" team who
regained the American Cup in the Dales the
following manth.

10 L]

These three top class cross-country wins were
significant as we have concentrated almost
exclusively on XC tasks this year — even when
conditions were not ideal. The ability to get
from A to B in indifferent conditions is a great
test in my book and one which has undoubtedly
helped in our preparation for international comp-
etittons.

Given a few ridges down or cross wind,
weekend flyers could well follow our example
and test their skills and ingenuity by going for
it on one of those grey days.

My dear friend Johnny Carr has wvoiced
his opinions of this philosophy and naturally
| respect his views as the great flyer he is.
Ha is NOT the proponent of “"Mickey Mouse”
as some are saying — he just wants to get the
mix right between good finite and XC tasks.
Having said that, | am totally convinced that
our European team was the best trained for
that event after competing in the League this
season.

Follow that

Competitions
chairman Derek
Evans sums up
Britain’s best com-
petition season
ever

It was good to see the French pursuing
a similar philosophy to ours and, in the long
term interests of the sport, | hope the Germans
will do the same.

Johnny's reasoning is wrong however, over
Mike McMillan — Mike has probably more inter-
national competition experience than any of our
top flyers — but in world class dinghy racing.
There is nothing unique about the wind-up
when competing in hang gliding, but poor
Mike's problem in Millau was largely | believe,
the classic one of trying to recover from a
very bad start.

And on that point of expenence, what about
Phil Huddleston, Peter Waterworth and John
Pendry? Anyway Johnny, please be there next
year — we do need you.

Our other successes figured in the sink rate
competitions at Grouse Mountain and the
Norwegian Midnight Sun Cup. Bob Calvert
did everything but beat the rules at Grouse
this year, dropping to second place due to a
flaw in the regulations, and our best-placed
newcomer in the 1982 League, Phil Huddleston,
won the Midnight Sun Cup on his international
debut.

Another “B" team took Sansicario by storm,
to win the team prize with Peter Waterworth
leading in third place. A certain John Pendry,
however, was said to have stolen a httle of the

The prizewinners! From left (rear): Bob Calvert, Graham Hobson, Rob Bailey,
Steve Goad (what's he doing there?), Mike McMillan, Andy Wilson, Dick Brown.
Front: Tony Hughes, Mark Silvester, Phil Huddleston, Graham Leason, Len Hull.

12

Travor Birkbeck scrapes off in his
Bulletman harness

Altogether, some 30 League pilots repre-
sented Britain in full internationals during 1982
and | would hope this proportion will continue
in the future,

Lesser competitions are used to “blood”
the promising pilots and also to provide an
additional incentive to those who may be
considering joining the League. Incidentally,
we value any help given by "Brits” on our
foreign trips and | would be pleased to hear
from anyone going to Germany for example,
next June.

Eike By 2

At home, the irrepressible Johnny Carr waon
the Foster's British Open but had to give up
his National League crown to his old adversary
Bob Calvert. This 15 the third ume Bob has
won the League and, in such brilliant company,
this is a remarkable achiavement.

There is a reason for his every move, whether
in the air or on the ground, and it is interesting
to hear that he reckons his triking activities
this year have enabled him to learn even more
about the air in which we fly.

Our League programme has, generally, been
successful following a very positive move into
cross-country this season although | know there
are a few wvoices against our pre-occupation
with XC. We have yet to strike the right
mixture of meaningful finite tasks and XC work
but all the indications are that next year will be
THE year! | think we all forget from time
to time that our sport i1s still in its nfancy and
that perfection can not be attained overnight.
Experiments, trial and error will be with us
for a long time yet — if only someone could
get the weather sorted. ..

A final brief remark — congratulations to all
our winners and all those who have provided
support for them. | wish wyou all further
success in the season to come.



ONLY a radical change in direc-

tion at next month's
competitions committea meeting
will keep Johnny Carr in the
National League next year.

The British Open and last year's
League champion confirmed this
after the League Final near
Clitheroe, Lancashire. He was re-
stating views he first aired after
the Sheffield League in an exclusive
interview with Wings! which was
not immediately published for fear
his judgement might have been

clouded by personal consid-
erations.
As reported last month, the

Sheffield League highlighted the
growing division in the League
between those pilots agreeing with
the new philosophy of setting XC
tasks in even the most marginal
XC conditions and those who fait
such flying was more a test of
bottle than flying skill and that
finite tasks would be more applicable
in such conditions.

‘I spent that
day complaining’

Johnny was the most outspoken
among the anti-XC lobby which
seemed likely to prompt at least
some defections from the League.
But he was anxious to stress his
decision to leave was not prompted
by “sour grapes’.

“No, it might have been fair to
say that if | had done badly at
Sheffield, but | didn't — | finished
seventh on the first day. But |
spent that day complaining bitterly
about the tasks and | complained
again on the second.”

The reasons given for wanting to
quit weare many and wvarious but
boiled down to a gut feeling that
the League had lost the sense of
camaraderie, of competition wind-
up you got from competing directly
with other pilots in pools... a sense
E; things ain't what they used to

“"When we used to come to the
League an open XC used to be
set on a great XC day,' said
Johnny. “There were times when
we didn't have XCs and we should
shave done and | was one of the
main instigators in getting that
changed.

“This year it's been XC all the
time, even in non-XC conditions,

& Johnny, laft,
takes tha Foster's
Opan cup

and what's missing is there's no
competition atmoshphere any more.
You are just free-flying and at the
end of the day three trophies are
handed out and you feel as if
you haven't done anything for it.
You used to be in competition:
four other people to beat.

“You could have two of these
tasks (finite] in conditions like we
have had the last two days and
people would have felt they had a
competition — and they would
have all been much happier.

"l love the League but | can't
get it across to people that only
ten people out of 40 are doing
some sort of XC in crap con-
ditions and that makes ten people
satisfied and 30 disatisfied —
there’s no atmosphere and it's the
atmosphere that | love.”

Johnny, a great friend of Brian
Milton and the pilot who more than
anyone stuck with him throughout
the Newton Aycliffe sponsorship
row, said be believed Brian's
charisma had been a unifying
influence at the League which was
perhaps now missing.

But what about the broader
sphere?... the League is, after all,
the passport to participation in the
international competitions circuit.

“I realise that I'm blowing my
chances of being picked for the
British team," said Johnny. “But
there will be international compet-
itions which | feel | will be invited
to so | will keep my hand in.

"You can do more
interesting things’

“And if the League changes back
to what the majority seem to love
there is a chance | may come
back to it at a later date.”

Anxious 1o emphasise his rejection
of the sour grapes argument (he
was lying 26th at that point), Johnny
recalled the year's first League —

in  magnificent XC weather in
Powys.

“Sarmn was brilliant, yes, but
those were XC days — now, |
didn't do well then. | flew well

but | made a navigational mistake
and it cost me a lot of points —
if there were sour grapes | would
f;ﬁ complaining about that, wouldn't

“No, | think the Ludlow goal
task (where | got lost) was the
best task the League has ever run.
My answer to the argument is that

the

in marginal conditions you can do
maore interesting things for most of
the people than XC.

“If the League carries on like this
and they send five relative new-
comers to the Europeans and they
end up doing a duration and spot
in a ‘wind-up’ situation they are
not going to be used to that wind-
up and they are going to freak
out,"”

He argued the Isle of Wight
Foster's Open, generally held to
have been something of a Mickey
Mouse ewvent, had been nonthe-
less “damn good training”’.

He summed up: “| have got a
lot of respect for the League task-
setters — but | just think they
have gone overboard and | am
worried for our position in the
world.

“And doing open XC in very
marginal conditions there are so
many people in the air and it's
really quite dangerous. A mid-air
collision is a possibility or a prob-
ability when there are 40 or 50
people on the ridge and you get
a marginal thermal and try and turn
and find there are four people
behind you."

For next year, Johnny pledged
to carry on XC flying for his own

Why I’'m giving up

Johnny Carr talks frankly to Stan
Abbott about a competitions

scene that leaves him cold...

League

enjoyment and would even be
ready to wind-dummy at Leagues
— in the right conditions.

His outspoken views were
expressed at a time when he had
just come back “burmnt-out” from a
harrowing time at Owens Valley
to find his marriage in tatters,

He said then: "l am upset with
the way it's going and that's got
no bearings on my personal
problems because the League is
just not a problem to cope with.”

Looking happier, fitter and rested
after the League Final, he said he
stood by everything he had said
and even had an answer for the
argument that his case had been
proved wrong by the outstanding
British performance in the Europeans,
based precisely on the despised art
of “gulley-gobbling”.

“Ah well,” said Johnny. *“The
lowest British placing was Mike
McMillan's and — with no dis-
respect — he's a relative new-
comer to the League with no solid
Mickey Mouse trainingl And,
besides, from what | hear there
was at least one day when a lot
of people would have liked a
Mickey Mouse task because XC just
wasn't on."

-
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Skyline,

An
reputation.

Perfect for the beginner.

For details contact:-

Manchester.

_g%y/[ne

Announcing the re-introduction of a new improved

Tel. No.:- 061 707 1389

intermediate hang-glider with a well proven

Price:- £690 incl. VAT

Tim Freeman, Flexiform Skysails, Level 3,
Beddingate Mill, Legh St, Patricroft,

THIS GLIDER HAS
NO BRITISH C. OF A.
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MAGIC

st. 1982

European Championships

Tony Hughes is the current European
_Champion flying a MAGic |1 Special. .

Tony is an Airwave Ql'idar;;};ieﬁiﬁr'ﬂ'n'd sells ~ Mw
the complete range of macic Gliders. I IDERS
Tony Hughes 0672 810521.

Airwave Gliders Ltd. Unit 2, Three Gates Industrial Estatajl’hmﬂ Gates Rd.,Cowes, Isle of Wight PO31 7UT.Tel:(0983)296042
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ey under the new day's sun.

- 2 - easily.

| steep slope.

SATURDAY dawned warm and still,
the last few drops of dew evaporating

. A wind sock hung asleep from its pole
 undisturbed by the gentle roar of a Gaz stove

~ making the first brews of the day. One by

~ one the array of multi-coloured make-shift homes

yielded figures that stretched away the stiffness

~ of the past night,

By 9.00 the wind sock had slowly come to

~ life, wafting lazily, it told tales of a breeze

that drifted away from Mere's south bowl. An
hour later the wind had been everywhere, (except

. upwards) but had shown a tendency to favour
. Wio NW.

¥ The end of the east side of the bowl would
~ provide a suitable take-off if a fence, of barbed

. wire and long sturdy steel spikes could be
removed. The farmer very kindly agreed and,
with his tractor, all was made possible — so

Another tractor, pulling a flat trailer, was
busying itself to and fro carrying scores of
ghders and pilots to take-off. The light and

f_-; variable winds would demand fast legs, and
- already one pilot was helping another with a

~ strange massage technique that amused the St.

~ John merry band of helpers!

HYEEE

" Yes, Mere was about to kick off again and
. enthusiasm was high. Terry Flowers, Ann Austin

" and their helpful band of landing marshals were

~ setting up the Time Precision task while Pete
. Scott was organising his marshals ready for
the Glide Angle knock-out.

The wind was predictably unpredictable, and
pilots had to wait a long time before the drift
of wind would coincide with the slope of the
hill. By mid-afternoon a weak, slow-approaching
and ill-defined sea breeze had reached us and it
successfully bent the wind into the bowl. “All
move” was the order and all move we did
- — Dayglo, targets, pylons, marshals, radios,

1- pilots and gliders. The marshals patiently set

everything up for the second time, which proved
-~ not to be the last! and socon the flow of
take-offs increased markedly.

. With the whispers of the sea breeze a few
pilots tried their hands at XC, but sadly this
proved less than satisfactory until Steve Goad

~ showed the way. A hop-skip-and-a-jump gave
- Steve's control frame corner a chance to do
- some market gardening on take-off. When he
. bored with that he kicked into prone, but the

.~ stirrup, obviously sensitive to its treatment broke
- down and refused to

accommodate two
" thrashing size 12s.

~  Steve continued like an undersized gorilla
following in the wake of his knock-out partner
Trevor Birkbeck.

A couple of zeros later both had doubled
everyone else's distance (trebled the XC distance)

" and were busy eating up the next field. Trevor,
~ squeezing the last inch, landed on his belly
- only to see Steve "head-banging’’ the ground

in front of him — what people do for silver!
.~ Meanwhile, the time precision boys were

~ going great guns with Bunny Smith stealing the
~ limelight on his amazing bog standard. Bunny
.| sat on the ground, his seated harness on and

- clipped in. The keel was brushing against his
~ helmet as he looked out towards the spot.

~ Impossible, he thought; too far away.

Nevertheless he started his time and as the two
minutes ticked away the murmur of the crowd

quietened in anticipation, With 30 seconds left
~ he stood up, levelled off and ran like a "good-

un’’, leaving behind a flap of nylon and 100
| amazed (faces. He took off and headed out,
surprisingly clear of the grass waving on the
In between two trees and over a
 bush that marked the first fence his craft was
- like a dart heading straight towards the target,
into ground effect, down the slightly sloping
field and finished the flight perfectly with a
beautiful landing only yards short of the spot
| target.

A warm round of applause concluded the
- spectacle which illustrated so clearly the speed
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and distance hang gliding has developed in the
few short years of its existence.

As the afternoon turned towards evening the
wind, what there was of it, dropped to nothing.
British pilots have a very bad reputation else-
where in Europe as we are known to be
“lethal” in nil wind conditions. But is this
fair criticism?

Unfortunately it is. Just too many pilots
didn't take the time to think or prepare
themselves and their gliders. Too many people
were not committed enough to run fast, and
saveral red faces and near misses were seen.

by Bob Harrison

One poor chap, Steve Newport, obviously
noticing the dilemma of others, did take the
time and trouble. He launched like an express
train, nose down, legs going well until one
tripped in the stirrup causing a hard crash.
Sadly he fell awkwardly on his arm and
snapped it above the elbow.

Soon afterwards a drift started from over
the back which increased with time. Despite
the nil wind incidents some pilots wanted to
take-off but still weren’'t prepared to leg it.
Both T.0. marshals then closed their T.O.s
and waited. When dusk approached the day's
competition was called off.

Sunday came too soon for many. The
various parties, barbecues and Mere Carnival
provided an excess of entertainment and several
heads regretted the indulgence. In a way,
the morning’s appallingly bad wind direction
was, perhaps a blessing. It gave pilots a
chance to look around the various commercial
stands and dream of Christmas stockings full
of hang gliding goodies. Clubman's Mere
wouldn't be the same, or perhaps it wouldn't
even exist if manufacturers didn't take the
time and trouble to attend.

This year the attendance was good, and
included Airwave, Hiway, Solar Wings, South-
down Sailwings, Mainair and several hang
gliding schools.

Eventually the flying activity started, but this
time we were suffering south easterly winds
and had to use the other side of the bowl.
Once again XC was impractical. The sky
was grey and overcast and promised nothing
but rain by the evening.

For the first time, this year's K.D. distance
event was split into two classes, one for single
surface machines, the other for the double

Chasing the

surface. It worked very well indeed and gave
everyone a much fairer chance.

The time precision task, although remaining
basically the same, also had some changes
in it and this proved a healthy tease to those
familiar with the old way.

In true style just as the flying started to go
smoothly, the wind gods played
up again. Instead of doing as forecast (veer-
ing through south to west) it backed and
finished up just about due north, right down
the bowl and along its sides.

Time was also running out. Results had to
be calculated, presentations made and a lot of
traveling had to be done. As pressure
increased, Marc Asquith and his lady were
doing great work on the time precision take-
off. Terry and Ann at the other end of the
radios were desperately trying to speed up the
pilots-per-hour rate and hit an all-time high of
20, Pete Scott and myself were trying to rush
the various rounds of Knock-Out while Sandy
Edwards and Samantha saw that fair play was
carried out in the landing field. To speed
things up, the power boys were asked to move
elsewhere and with everyone's co-operation
somehow the various tasks were completed.

Around the presentation table a group of
expectant pilots gathered. Some, the North-
umbna lads, were biting their already short
finger nails. Written across the faces of Paul
Quin and Ronnie Freeman were the questions
“have we done it again? for the fourth time?"
or "have we blown it?". -

Percy Moss, Meet Director, would, in time,
divulge all. Throughout the event he, and his
willing staff of wives and girlfriends, (I'm
sure it's illegal in this country — | don't
know how he gets away with it} had toiled
away quietly ensuring the smooth running of
the competition which is designed to be,
primarily, fun and, hopefully, hassle-free.

All in all, despite the weather, Mere ‘82
was very successful and | didn't hear any
serious complaints. One of many successes
was the record attendance — 148 pilots regis-
tered to fly, 26 teams entered, 16 clubs
participated. Here's looking forward to seeing
yvou all at Mere ‘83,

May | extend my thanks to the marshals
for their devotion and patience; to the pilots
for their co-operation and to everyone who
helped to make Mere the fun competition that
people want.




How we
did it!

Mike Driscoll
tells the Dover
& Folkestone story

The Northumbrian teams were huddled
round team manager Ronnie Freeman
with stopwatches and calculators
whirring.

The first few gliders were taking about a
minute to get down in the dead air. |
decided that conditions weren't going to
improve and went early and managed to
float my big Comet round three pylons
and get a good stand-up landing with only
three time penalties.

This had the Northumbrians a bit worried
as nobody else was getting the third pylon.
Due to the late start only about 50 pilots
managed to get a flight that day. Maost
of the Dover and Folkestone A and B
teams gotl reasonable scores — and but
for a dispute over a spot landing which
was disallowed, we would have been in an

unassailable position.

As it was, the event could stil be won by
any team the next day if conditions improved.

Sunday, however, was much like Saturday
with just a light variable breeze. This
time the “left hand" ridge was to be used
and the Northumbrians were now beginning
to panic as the pylons were very difficult
to get and few people were getting any-
where near the spot landing on time.

The afternoon was punctuated by heavy rain
and the closing time of 4 o'clock was ex-
tended to 6 o'clock to try to get every-
body a flight. The marshals had to move
yet again as they followed the wind round
the ridge.

The K.O. Distance was finally flown with
the last six or so pilots in a fly-off, with
Andy Wilson the winner.,

The Dover and Folkestone club’'s A and B
teams were battling for first place in the
imed precision with the B team winning
by just three points. Well done lads. The
Northumbrians won some consolation as
they were presented with a shield for winning
the event for the previous three years.

The marshals deserve a big thank you for
doing a fine job under difficult conditions.
Well done Anne Austen and Co.

Mow that Dover and Folkestone has the Club
Shield we intend to hang on to it. So if
your club want it start practising now —
we are! See you next year!

Sood to see you back! — Natalie Wilson, airborne again
on her Magic after a break from flying

Wow! — just look at that glide angle!

The Bog Rog trophy. as won by Bunny
Smith

Hmmmm... looks lik

Mere picture s

Results recap
Ciub Shiald
1. Dover B Folkstone B
2. Dowver B Folkstona &
4. Nomhumbra
4, Mercian B
XC
Steve Goad
KO Distanca
Single surfpce
1. P. Rolinson
2. M. Kelloway
Doibile surface
1.  Andy Wilson
2. Graham Deegan
Timad Pracision
1. Mike Driscoll
: Bogrog Trophy
Burniny Smith
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One-on-one — the glide angle knock-out

we should practice our nil-wind take-off
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Competition results:
Pemons placed first at
Grouse Mountain, fourthin
the Owens Valley XC Classic,
second and fourth in the
Austrian Nationals and first
and second in Cederon. The
official Out and Return world

Write for details and record was recently broken

Information about your local by two Demons

agent to ) Our conaratulations to Robin
Hiway Hang Gliders Limited > Peterson, Mike De Glanville,
aithowy Hill, Tredegar, Gwent NP2 4XP Helmut Loronzonm, Ernst
telephone: Tredegar (D49 525) 4521 Reicholf, Francois Goethals

and Graham Slater for their
efforts on Hiway Demons.
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19 stone and
2 miles high!

JOHN DUNCKER on Britain’s first 10-grand — from Wether

Fell, fast gaining a reputation as THE wave site.

by PAUL WOOLMAN.

AFTER many weeks in Europe, it felt

good to be back on a windy Dales
hillside.

Although the conditions did not look very
promising (6/8 cumulus and high lentics)
there was enough wind to give reasonable
ndge lift — ideal for sorting out my new
French Connection, | thought.

A flight without the Connection confirmed

Pictures

around me, directly in front — extending to
Dodd Fell and Hawes — there was a blue
hole which had been there all the time | was
in the air so | thought "let's get up a bit
yet."

At 6,000ft. | was above the tops of the
cumulus and it was a fantastic view — sun-
light and shade on white bubble bath foam
as far as | could see. My 1-2 Up had
petered out and after enjoying the view for a

nothing special but smooth
and easy lift to B00ft. above
take-off.

Landing, | captured a
passing pilot to hold my
glider while | went through
the usual hassle of fitting
something new. Eventually
| get the connection sorted
out did a hang check, and
walked to take-off.

A  voice from behind
piped up: "You're not going to fly are you?
It's got up a bit you know."”’

Indeed it had strengthened somewhat, to
20-26 mph and everybody else had landed.
Still, it felt reasonably smooth and | do hook
in at around 19 stone, so | committed aviation.

After a couple of minutes | realised | had
got the Connection set up about right and |
settled down to get used to flying with it.

| was working weak thermals and ridge lift,
at about 1,000ft. ATO.,

Then | found a persistent 1-2 Up and although
it was not always there, | thought “wave!

| soon reached cloudbase, approx 3,500 ASL
but although there was broken cumulus all

Pictures show changing wave cloud
patterns over Wether Fell
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little while | set off along
the front edge of the wave
bar far above me in the
hope of finding another
elevator.

Well to the left, off over
the road leading to Dodd
Fell | found it — 5-upl!

| could not quite park in
it but had to make gentle
beats about 100 yards long.
7,000ft ASL passed, then
| was level with the bottom of the lenticular
cloud at about 7,500—800ft. Staying close to
the front edge | continued to climb in steady
;;mqil::th lift — so smooth it was like flying
in ol

| was flying with one hand, warming the
other behind my parachute and wishing for
my winter mitts and balaclava. | was feeling
very cold indeed but had heard from Jenny
Ganderton of her 8,500ft. flight in similar con-
ditions and was determined to better it.
8,500ft, 9,000ft, 9500ft. passed with the wvario
still reading a steady 4-Up. The wind speed
had increased wvery slightly but | still could
not park. | watched anxiously as the fifth
digit neared — 10,000ft. | had cracked itl
Now my thoughts turned to getting over the
top of the wave bar which looked about another
2,000 or so feet and "“going for it.” However,
it was not to be. The vario fell silent and |
was left at 10,200ft. Vainly | searched but:
nothing. Suddenly | became aware that the
wave bar in front had changed shape and
seemed to be moving rapidly towards me
and a faint ghostly presence was forming around
me. Time to panic, heaving overboard several
crates of bottles, | headed for the centre of
the diminishing blue hole.

Observers on the ground said the leading
edge of “my"” wave cloud became fuzzy and
the one in front changed shape noticeably.

Once below the cloud, now down to
7,000ft. | started looking for lift again but
although the hole was still there and by in-
ference the wave system was still working, |
could find nothing — just a steady 3—5 down.
Eventually at 3,500ft. | found some 1-2Up
but 4,000ft, was as high as | could get.

Then a niggling worry surfaced again: why
had nobody else taken off? | could see
kites on the ground and what looked like a
huddie of bodies in the lee of a hummock,
but nobody in the air. Oh dear!

Unable to better 4,000ft. and very, very, cold
| decided to land. Easier said than done.
Every time | got near the ridge, up | went:
To lose height | had to get close to Dodd
lupwind) and it got pretty rough.

John Duncker

Wether Fell
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John's Demon — just a speck in the !-I;l',l'

it all, | was now having difficulty penetrating.

Flat out, bar to the ankles over the rigged
ghdes | was grateful to see that John Turner
Des Boucher and other Dales fliers whose
names | do not know had realised my pred-
icament and were spreading out to catch me.

In the end it proved smooth right to the
ground and | landed comfortably, but many
thanks nevertheless.

During the ensuing warm-up and coffee
session in my faithful sherpa van someone
announced that “there is a prize for the first
person to 10 grand’’. My spirits rose, “With
a barograph” my spirits fell.  “Rats!” It
also transpired that | had set my altimeter
to 1,700ft. and got to "10,200ft.” whereas
Wether Fell T.O. is 1,900ft. Therefore | reckon
| got 1o 10,400ft ASL. (My beard iced up!)

Sita: Wather Fall

Date: 31/8/82; wke-off 4.16pm; Landing Bpm. [approx]
Equip: Demon 195; French Connection, Ball 651 wvarko-—
Altimater, insulficiant clothing!
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Thermal Insulated One Piece Oversuit
Designed specificaly for Sports Aviation

WIND & WATER RESISTANT - LIGHTWEIGHT - WASHABLE - HIGH QUALITY
Designed to give warmth and comfort at high altitude and on exposed sites
without the need to wear additional heavy clothing. This has been achieved by
using a recently developed thermal insulation which has been used on the major
British Himalayan Expeditionsin 1981/2 including Mt. Everest (29,028 ft.) and Mt.
Kongur (25,325 ft.), and by the Army Alaskan Expedition as it gives approx twice
the warmth of most other insulations of equal thickness including down and
fibrefills.

The suits give complete freedom of movement and comfort, have been
extensively used in Hang Gliding, Microlighting and Free Fall Parachuting, and
used by British Teams in International Competitions.

FEATURES INCLUDE " Fully opening design - SIMPLY ZIP IT ON - ZIP IT OFF.
* Weighs approx 480zs.

* Constructed of high quality waterproofed Polycoton outer,
150 gr ‘Thinsulate’ thermal insulation, nylon inner lining,
fully guaranteed non metalic zips, and with two patch
pockets having deep velcro secured overflaps.
COLOURS:- _ Mid Navy with matching zips and trim. Royal Blue with navy
Zips and tnm.

Lightweight One Piece Sports Oversuit

Same design and features as thermal suit but without inner lining and insulation. This is
also used for ski-ing. Comes with own belted carry pack and weighs approx 23 ozs.

IF ORDERING BY TELEPHOMNE the number is 0702 353069. Please state ACCESS/
BARCLAYCARD Number, Colour choice, Chest size and Height.

Total refund guaranteed if not completely satisfied.

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM:- OUTDOOR PURSUITS EQUIPMENT & CLOTHING, 22 New

Road, Crickhowell, Powys, S. Wales. Tel 0873 810019. HORNET MICROLIGHTS,

Bankfoot Mills, Wibsey Bank, Bankfoot, Bradford. Tel 0274 308642. WINDSPORTS CENTRE, Wombleton Aerodrome,
Kirbymoorside, York. Tel 0653 7184. MAINAIR SPORTS, Shawclough Road, Rochdale. Tel 0706 55131. ULTRA SPORTS,
12a, Upper Hamilton Road, Brighton. Tel 0273 501946. STRATOS AVIATION, Straight Road, Lexden, Colchester. Tel 0206
67478. GOODMAN SPORTS, 75, Chaseside, Southgate, London N. 14, Tel 01 886 8505. SOCCER SPORTS, 281
Caledonian Road, London N. 1. Tel 01 609 5443. AIRMAN, Fredbos Veg 66, N-1370 Asker, Norway. Tel (02) 786210.
HOLLAMDAIR, le Hugo de Grootstraat 8-3, 1052 KP, Amsterdam, Holland. Tel (0) 20-827586.

GUARANTEED WATERPROOF - GUARANTEED WARM

Quick grip sole - Removeable and washable Thermal lining - Light and Comfortable - Full Range of
Sizes up to 11%% - Colour OLIVE
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J.V.C. METCALF & Co., P.O. Box No. 66, ALEXANDRA HOUSE, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA. SS1 1BU

Please send Lightweight/Thermal oversuit Chest Size......................Height.......................ColoUr........ccccernuen.
Please send................Pair(s) Thermal Insulated Waterproof Boot size (Normal Shoe size) .....ccooocvvivviiiinneeinn,
= T 1= OO UTSSUTSSPTSTTPIOY . o |« | -1 OO RRREUUTRRRURTTNSIT
| enclose my Cheque/Postal Order for the sumof £...................... or please debit my

ACCESSBARCLAYCARD NO. .icvnaanmmuansimmamisnisisiisions ooolGNBIIIS . onsiininimmsmssssisising




BMAA ‘trike’ deal

THE BHGA and BMAA will
work together to establish air-
worthiness requirements for
“trikes'’, it has been agreed.

The definition includes any pow-
ered aircraft that can be flown as
a conventional hang glider when the
power unit is detached.

At a meeting on September 20
between Roy Hill and Barry Blore
for the BHGA and Graham Andrews
and Bruce Giddings for the BEMAA,
it was also agreed:

* The BHGA would make the dynamic

test rig and structural test rig

available for testing these aircraft.

* A charge would be made for use

of the test rigs and issue of powered

endorsed Cs of A. The fee will be
in line with those charged to other
users.

* [t was envisaged a suitably mod-

ified hang gliding C of A with power

endorsement would suffice.

The BHGA has an interest in these
machines because:-

1. BHGA members fly them.

2. In the future we may wish to
use them for tow-launching or giving
air experience, via dual control, to
conventional hang gliding students.

3. We are issuing Certificates of
Airworthiness for conventional hang
gliders. Some pilots are attaching
power units to their hang gliders and
if there were to be a subsequent mid-
air failure, with or without the power
unit attached, the following questions
would require answers:-

i) Did the hang glider fail due to the
extra stresses caused by the power
unit?

b) Is il a hang gliding or microlight
accident and which association
should investigate it and make re-
commendations?

c) What will be the position regard-
ing insurance for that particular
claim and which association will
bear the loading on subsequent in-
surance premiums?

d) Is everything possible being done
to minimise the problems of these
aircroafi?

I believe the natural development
within BMAA is with fixed-wing
three-axis control microlights. It is
the type of aircraft that, as an ass-
ociation, they are most familiar with
and the type of aircraft that con-
ventional pilots can convert to the
easiest.
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by Barry Blore

The BHGA, through its manufac-
turers and Airworthiness Board, has
a better understanding of dynamic
forces on flexible wings, performance
parameters and control of hang
gliders than any other controlling
body in the UK. We also have a
developing airworthiness programme.

A combination of results from the
dynamic test rig, the new structural
test rig, flight tests and possible
use of a wind tunnel to ascertain
the drag forces on a trike unit should
give the BHGA sufficient information
to make recommendations. There is
no alternative testing facility or or-
ganisation with these capabilities.

The equipment we have at our
disposal is very expensive and in a
few vears time will either become
obsolete or unserviceable. So we
need to put the test rigs to as much
use as possible — at a cost — to
build a reserve fund for future
financing of the airworthiness pro-
Eramime,.

It is quite logical that BHGA and
BMAA should work in consultation
with each other on any issue that
affects or is likely to affect both
associations since the sharing of
knowledge, experience and effort
must in the long term be of benefit.
I sincerely hope that the agreement
we have reached will set a precedent
for future successful co-operation.

Airwave/Mainair link

AIRWAVE Gliders have extended their dealership
network in the North of England, bringing in
Mainair Sports of Rochdale and Adventure Sports
Equipment, the South Yorkshire manufacturers
of the Skymaster parachute system.

Robert Bailey of Leeds formerly had exclusive
dealer rights on Airwave products in the North.
For Mainair, the move plugs a gap in their range

which the company has always endeavoured to

keep as complete as possible.

Mainair and Airwave have also reached agreement
to market a new power/wing combination, the
Skydart, a 330cc Robin-powered wing which goes

into production next month.

Meanwhile, the Airwave Magic II has become the
latest glider to acquire a BHGA airworthiness

certification.

LATEST
Aussie comp

Detalls have just been rec-
leved of the 1883 Mi.Buffaleo XO
Classic in Victoria, Australis.

Hound ©One rans for seven
days from December 28, 1982
and Hound Two for ten days
from January 8. Thore will
be fen 8 for overseas pllots
of “international class™, so top
British pllols can expect to have
to compets in Round Two only,

Eniry Is £50, to: Stephen
Ruffles, 23 Hirkwood Court,
Montrose, 3785 Victoria. Tel:
(3} BB 2075 (bus) (3) TIH 774

{ home) .
Sorry

cthat 80 many of you recelved
your September Wings! so late
= this was due to production
difficulties.
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Position Name Club 1 2 ATotal
LI | Pate Hargreaves N.¥orks 428 414 6621504
= 7 Aob Baley Dusles 519 44.6 43.6140.1
3 John Higham Shetfiald 5 237 4315
= 4 Jim Brown Dales 1.2 264 63.7106.3
LI Michaal Carnet Southern 18.8 61.1 25.2106.2
* G John Fennal Thames Vallay 41.8 34.4101.5
=7  Jes Fiynn Moray Esgles 35,5 24.9 33.7100.1
=7  Martin Pingal 5.E.Wales 268 48.4 24.9100.1
8 Simon Ogston Angus 239 238 50.0 97.7
10 Aobin Ahodes Morthamptan 373 29 24 28
. 11 Jaknny Carr Southam 609 99 164 7.2
=12 Jack Rayna Mercian 1.0 144 — B54
=12 Mark Asquith Mercian 245 X232 387 B854
= 14 Donmy Carson Highland 208 20.1 38.7 7.7
15 Bob Harrison Dales 179 3.2 369 T7.0
= =16 Brian Godden M. Yarks 21.3 194 35.0 75.7
=16 Mark Habdon S5.E.Wales J5.8 249 14.0 75.7
18 Digby Roif G.Caylay 23.0 26.1 220 7.1
9 Kevin Winter Swon 28.1 234 184 69.9
20 Richard Armstrong  Lanarkshine 183 196 ?.4 64,3
21 Tam Warron S.W. Wales 11.1 436 13.1 &1.7
22 Donald Mackanzie Lanarkshirs 18.0 264 23.0 67.4
23 John Hammond Lowghbro® students 242 63 363 65.8
24 Darren Arkwright Panning 1.8 144 — 682
& 25 Allan Smith WWessax 194 #6.3 184 643
= =0 John Stk Diales 140 203 265 38
=26 Richard Nawton 5.E.Wales 19.4 255 189 638
28 Joa Cullar Lanarkshira 9.4 148 304 B16
29 Steve Hudson Shaffield 24.2 168 181 &60.1
0 John Meredith Thamas Vallay 18.2 408 - 581
an Ceri Davias 5.E.Walos 2003 208 17.5 588
= 32 Graham Leasan Thamas Vallay 220 B4 — 584
=33 Mark Dale G.Cayley 18.3 14.2 24.6 57.1
s =33 Pate Walersworth Aoan 29.1 120 16.0 &7
35 Marc Southall 5.E.Walos 3.0 123 10.2 6315
36 Jenny Ganderton Dunstakle 24.0 158 135 533
a7 Len Hull Shatfield 20.1 195 136 531
a8 Sandy Nicol Paak 18.7 24.1 102 5.0
24 John Rankin Lomaond 13.2 381 - B51.3
40 Gordon Holmes G.Cayley 8.6 22 12.0 508
LI Phil Huddieston Iav M8 - = 498
42 lan Slater Shaflield 29.3 194 = 48.7
43 Jomes McMenamy — Thames Valley '3 A — 484
® =d4 _John Hudson Penning 18.5 28.1 — 45K B
=d44 MNoal Whittall Dales B6 226 B85 46.6
445 Julian Hardman Mercian 216 2345 — 455
47 hAichael Hibbit Thames Valley 232 3B 76 M6
B Bill Mewton Sauthdrn 19.6 129 12.0 #4456
44 Migal Moos 5.E.Wales 0.7 22.0 — 42.7
50 Tony Spirling Dales 19.2 83 151 428
a1 Malcolm Hurst f 2258 183 - 422
52 B.J. Harrison Southermn 132 T4 — 406
53 Pater Robsinson Wik 224 168 - 402
4 Richard lddan Panininim 210 88 — 36
55 Mika Tombinson 5. W. Wales 2.0 1258 - 3.5
5 Simon Murphy Devon B Somersat 240 140 — 3.0
LT Hobert Hookar Korthumbria 374 - — 374
L) Dave Clayton Southam 10.5 12.6 13.5 3.6
=588 Malcolm Cies Sky Surfing 1.7 1689 B39 W5
=88 Tony Fillingham Dales 11.1 8.0 164 385
&1 Mail Clark Loughborough 1.5 179 10.4 35.8
=62 Rob Hobbs g 6.2 136 1657 354
=62 Simon Todd Long Mynd 247 10.7 — 3BA4
%] Richard Sheppand Paak 11.2 135 0.6 35.3
5 Dave Harrison Dales 10,59 24.0 — 3495
] John Hunt HAvon 338 — 338
687 Mariin Hanmn S.E.Walas 171 167 — 3138
68 Dave McRobern Avon 40 168 7.9 33.7
o Chris Taylor Cumbria 8.3 15,1 — 334
] Paddy Yeoman Shaotfeld »7 78 — 3313
12 Graham Deegan ho'vy 20 - — 320
3 Dawid Walter Shafiwdd J31.8 - — 31.8
74 lan Currar G, Cayley 186 12.2 — 3.8
75 Dava Cheesaman Avon BE - — 9.8
— s,
“® SKYMASTER 0
If you should ever NEED your parachute, then
ONLY the BEST will do! £345.00
AIRWAVE MAGICS — We are appointed agents
far these superior British wings — options for early
defivery. Megic 185, 4 months old. available NOW
" £860.00
* Voriomatars — electronic/degital from £110

* Heuer stopwatches — one only at £17.50

* Harnesses — oll fypos Hiway, Black, Sky Systems and Southerm
Airsports afc,

* Spherical compasses, altimelers, Karabiners, landing drogues, halmets/
Connections/ farngs/ kithags/ sunglasses.

» Alfoy rubing sofd by the metrs — uprights E9.00 + VAT,
Mastic coated mggung/ swaging.

= Hiwey Damon/Trike Immaeculate 16680
« '‘B' Bar — new — £22.00
* Rogistration latters £7 a sol

* DON'T let YOUR equipment danglel — secure it with Murphy's
Magecal Wonderclamps.,

« Repairs to airframes, rigging, tnkes
AR prices +

Adventure Sports Equipment 127, Wath Rd, Maxborough, 5. Yorks
Junction 38 off M1. Tel (0709) 583235 (0709] 76979

21



MANUFACTURER: SOLAR WINGS
PHOTOGRAPHER. MARK JUNAK
PILOT.JENNY GANDERTON
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Trikers on display

STEVE THOMPSON
played photo-journalist at
Micro-Expo &2 held at
Long Marston airfield,
Warwicks.

AN important event this one, with the
qualifying heats for the great London
to Paris microlight race to be held.

Saturday dawned fine and good for bendi-
planes popping into — and out of the air.,

The airfield revealed a truly wondrous scene
with a great many three— axis microlights lashed
to huge blocks of concrete, and equally
numerous trikes actually flying!

A fine static display, a fair, drag racing down
the far end, and a mightly horde of paramilitary
security men who seemed to outnumber par-
ticipants and spectators combined.

Bad timing

Even some of the joystick twiddlers came out
to play in the sky, leaving their concrete blocks
behind.

There were particularly impressive performances
from a pair of Goldwings, flying almost like
real aircraft and the rather odd looking Lazair
with its twin engines, inverted V tail, see through
Mylar wings and the pilot's backside very near
the ground — quite a modest little thistle
could have caused ternble problems.

The valiant efforts of John Wadsworth were
a source of great wonderment — unfortunately
after four attempts he gave up having failed to
reach the qualifying distance for the Common-
wealth games long jump.

The only real excitement was when the Lazair
took off, immediately turned, tip stalled and
(oh dear!) delighted Angus, its owner, who'd
lent it to someone to try outl Pity really,
a nice looking machine in the air.

Come Sunday and the weather settled into
the usual pattern for microlight events — the

The Triking Viking — Odd Johnsen, a competitor in the London — Paris microlight race.

wind blew hard! Trikes, of course, cope
well with these conditions, you can just take
the wing off and zoom around regardless.

Monday was even worse with the wind even
stronger and heavy rain as well. There was
an impressive flying display from the heavies,
everything from Tiger Moths to a Hunter, and an
amazing display from a WW |l German Fiesler
Storch which stalls about 20mph and flies more
like a microlight than anything else.

Thirty seven members of the Midlands para-
chute club piled out of a DC3 and showed
that they were well on their way to inventing
the hang glider, the glide angle was nearly
as good as a bog-rog and very manouverable.

Tuesday morning, as most of the participants
had departed, was finer with the wind less
strong. The trikes were flying again.

Leaving the airfield in the afternoon every
mile homeward brought an improvement in the
weather and | reached my front door on a
perfect triking evening, still, clear, sunny. Funny
it always seems to happen like that!

i
1.11-‘

r
ha i
_"'.‘.4_ " o N

Murray Rose and Steve Morris of Chargus
on a Titan T440 demonstrate the art of
strong wind triking.

A L o S

The Lazair starts its brief flight... and comes to earth with a bump!
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COAVEY,

“What do hang glider pilots like for Christmas?” is a question that sounds deserving of a corny riddle-
type answer, but for friends/lovers/spouses/relations trying to buy something that will be appreciated the choice

may be a little bewildering.

This two-part feature will endeavour not to give a comprehensive guide to everything on the market, but

perhaps to at least nudge the more fertile minds along the right present-choosing path.

itself stocks a wide range of books badges etc., listed here and on page 32.

Books always make good
presents (new books even
SMELL nicel) but hang gliding
books are not usually avaidable
an bookshop shelves and so a
little forethought is needad.

Sadly, people often
appreciation after their

gain
death

rather than when they were
around to enjoy it and — like
it or not — sales of George

Waorthington's In  Search of
World Records are sure to rise
now...

The following is a short
extract from The Old Man's
Quest, an extract from the
book.

‘For six precious minutes the
Mega twisted and turned in the
air in a desperate search for
cohesive support from the lift
which seemed too much like
bubbles of rising air trying to
organize themselves. But it was
a losing stuggle. Each minute
he sank a few feet lower and
was being forced a few yards
further down the mountain. He
couldn’'t continue this struggle,
to turn, and try to climb every

It wasn't paying off. He was
losing altitude while remaining
only about 100" above ground.
So he stopped fighting and
headed straight for the wvalley in
order to get more ground
clearance under the Mega, and
thereby allow the thermals to
have formed some unity before
reaching his altitude. He
realised clearly that he had
been working too close to the
ground. Now his clearance
was a more sensible 400°.

At that moment almost as if
it had been preordained, the

The BHGA

thermal and the Mega embraced
one another. Each gave 10
the other. The thermal, which
previously had been merely one
of millions that morning, to live
a brief rushing swirling, climbing
existence, found the recognition
of lifting a human being and
65 pounds of Dacron, aluminium
tubing and steel cable, upwards
into the sky. The Mega,
which without this assistance
could only descend straight
toward the wvalley, with the
gifted windsong of the thermal

| 37, cont p32 bubble. - S

DENNIS FPAGEN

Hang gliding Flying Skills
The classic primer,

Get It bafore you go on your course.

Hang Gliding Techniques

Flying Conditions

BOOKS™

FPreviously titled "Hang Gliding for Advanced Pllots'
up-dated. Wil help wou through your p2 and wup W club compelition
level. Ask your instructor for it as he signs off your P1

INSTRUCTION
ENJOYMENT
INTEREST

£4.35

Nearly 1,000 sold in the UK., many by the schools.
Mow revised and up-dated. Will help you to your P1 and beyond

£4.35

MNow revised and

£4.35

MICHAEL MARKOWSKI

Ultralight Aircraft £6.80
There are several books avallable Lo assist you to become a pllol — all
cover the theory of flight, most also alrframes and engines — this book

not only covers all these, but goes beyond them in having a section
describing, with performance flgures and illustrations, 42 ypes of microlights.

JACK LAMBIE

Ultralight Airmanship £5.60
The distinction between pilot skills and airmanship is recognised and catered
for by aviation duthors = and this is the first alrmanship book writlien
specifically for microlights. Whichever books you have on microlight aircraft
and flying them, this one will complemant tham,

POSTAGE
Pagen and Lambie Books: — LK. 38p sach. Europe L1.00

The knowledge of weather conditions vou require for hang gliding or micro-
light aviation differs In emphasis from thal required for other disciplines,
This book is written specifically for your needs in this direction.

Worthington and Markowskl books:— UK. — #ip each. Europg — L[1.ED

Powered Ultralight Aireraft £5.10
Before your course of Instruction this book will glve you a ET"lJﬂTHﬂl'IF:
on the subjects you will learn, and the skills you will practice in the air.
Equally useful as a reference and for revision afterwards.

Any four or or more - parcel post free. (U.K. only ).

GEORGE WORTHINGTON
In Search Of World Records Paperback £5.50

Hardback £7.50
The first hang gliding narrative. George describes his successes, fadlures,
molives and feelings In brilliant and readable style. For flyers and non.
fiyers both, Enjoy it yourself and lel your loved ones into a decper

understanding of your sport

Robin Laidlaw -105 Clermiston Road
; Edinburgh EH12.6UR

DEALER ENQUIRIES INVITED
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became a modern day magic
carpet.

The glider and the old man
were lifted 7,500 spiraling into
the heavens. The climb lasted
for 11 minutes. A mile and a
half straight up at the average
rate of almost 700 fpm!

Those figures translate into a
vertical speed of eight mph, or
roughtly twice as fast as a
person walks horizontally when
in a hurry. No athlete, no
human engine, could wvertically
ascend, even with the use of a
stairway, that far and that fast.
it could only happen in this
silent peaceful way by the
inspired union of man’s stunning
ingenuity combined with nature’s
beautiful power,

The old man guided the
rogallo in an upward spiral until
it touched the cloud, directly
over the launch site, which had
been callng to him for many
precious moments.  Ordinarily
when reaching cloudbase he
would stop the climb and head
the glider straight north. But
not today. Today he felt bold.
And although, over the past few
years, he and his hang glider
had been sucked up into the
clouds, and it had not been
pleasant, he felt he could use
a newly-devised tactic that had
occurred to him only seconds
before it was to be imple-
mented.”

Photographic

interest N
| =

Hang gliding
photography is

gaining popularity,
it seems, but the

rough and tumble
of the sport is not
always compatible
with looking after

delicate photo-

graphic equipment.

Camera Care
Systems, of 30
Alexandra Road,

Clevedon, Bristol,

stock a range of
lightweight pro-

tective cases for
cameras etc.

designed for rugged

usa. They could
also be useful fo

r

flying instruments.
They also supplied

ma with a mini-
tripod, the Trave

pod, which provides

a good mounting
for fixing a camera

to your glider for in-

flight photography.

SA

Christmas present ideas

Punter

fodder!

The Spur Book of Hang Gliding

By Ann Woelch

Spurbooks, 137-141 Leith Walk, Edinburgh

Price: £1.25.

DO you or your club ever
get cheesed off by
questions from members of
the public on the hill?

You know what | mean:
"How do you hang on?”. ..
“"How do you steer it?"...

“"How do you......... etc.,
etc?’’
Well, help is at hand!

The Spur Book of hang
gliding is the perfect
answer for the punters.
- Whether they are just
interested, or thinking
about trying hang gliding,
this book will answer all
their questions simply and
cheaply. Enterprising clubs
could probably do a roaring
trade selling the book on
the hill, or at competitions.
Consisting of 64 pages,
prolifically illustrated, with
a nice colour picture front
cover, the book reports
everything you need to
know in the early stages.
From: How to start; The
Hang Glider; through First

Flights; Speed Control; to
Achieving Pilot: One and
Rules of the Air, in 14
chapters.

It's very unusual for me
to be able to say this, but
this iIs a good book and
15 to be thoroughly re-
commended to the ordinary
punter who knows nothing
about hang gliding.

Nick Regan

Supercar?

Tony Hughes is writing o piece
for Wings! on the “ideal hang
gliding vehicle” and invites any
offers of help or opinlon or
information. He asks for photos,
details of ground clearance,
mpg and other running costs.

Pleass e his NEW
ADDRESS: 170 High Sireet,
Burbage, Marlborough, Wilishire,

His Hungerford h.g. schoo
will be accordingly rensmed
Wiltshire Hang Gliding and

Microlight Centre.

Lucky
lesson

Michael Carnet
reports a lucky escape
with & reassu
outcome when he took
off in Owens Valley
without the nose '‘swan"’
catch secured by the pip
pin on his Magic 1.

On realising his error,
he maximised the
tension on his bottom
wires by bracing his feet
round the rear rigging.
Loosening the Velcro on
his  parachute bag
against possible
airframe fallure, he flew
the agonising descent
from 8,000ft. ASL to
valley floor. There is
no altemative to thorough

preflighting.

Warning!

BHGA council warns
owners of prone trike
units of the danger of
machinery snagging on
rigging wires and urges
care in checking for the
same. It also wishes
to stress the vulnerabil-
ity of the pllot in an
accident, particularly if
the power unit falls on
him/her.

Airspace pamphlet

STUDENTS at Ravensbourne
College of Art and Design
nave produced an excellent
pamphlet detailing airspace
regulations in the Southern
hang gliding area.

The project was co-ordinated
by tutor Mark Woodhams in
association with the Southern
Hang Gliding Club and is
aimed at cross-country hang
glider and microlight pilots in
some of the busiest airspace in
Britain.

The pamphlet incorporates
3-D diagrams in a combination
of tints and colours and
should be an invaluable
companion to the southern
flier. Its succinct dealing with
basic airlaw will extend its
potential as a useful tool for
other club coaches and copies

This cross-section (below) shows

’
S

This is a cross-section of true

C.

are available from the
Southern Club, price on
request.

Stan Abbott

Race results

THE Blackpool to Paris air
race which became the London

to Paris rally was won hy
Francois Thovex on a Danis
Sabre 23 in the weightshift
class and Jacgues Antoine
Breuvart on a Vector 610 in
the three-axis section, reports
Flight Line.

Gerry Breen on a Pathfinder
and Australia’'s Ray Broom on
a Resurgam shared the speed

award. dJean-Pierre Danis on
A Danis Mercure took the
economy and youngest pilot
awards and Switzerland's
Marco Broggi took the prize
for the quietest aircraft on
Daedelus Apex I1.

John Hudson and Geof Ball
won the Norfolk Air Race on
& dual Mainair trike. Full
report next month.

the structure of aluminium tube made
|J}f the Porthole or Bridge tool method
of extrusion. The resulting tube com-
prises a number of extrusion seams
along its length (often not externally
visible),

Rigorous and complex testing is
necessary to establish weld soundness
on this type of tube.

Forthole Bndge tube
cross: section showing W
weld joanis

Seamless Mandre] tube (below).
As defined in BS 3660, it contains
“no split or deliberate longitudinal
bonding of two or more edges by
pressure, fusion or mechanical
interlocking”

True Seamless Mandrel tube is
the recommended form for highly
stressed applications.

Lo section of true
senmbess Mandoed fukse

FOR MICROLIGHT AIRCRAFT, SPECIFY TRUE SEAMLESS MANDREL TUBE

Foar Further details .||l|:r|". lia mg Britisk Aluminines Extrasioons Lid.
BA 00
P Studley Road, Reddivch, Wores, BSSE THN

Tel; 527 21242 Telex: JARE20
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The Spirale

——FRANCE ——

Tecma Mirage

TECMA — best known in the
hang gliding world for the in-
dispensable pip-pin — is entering
the sail market with two new
glidars.

The company plans to make
two intarmediate Spirales and
one B0 per cent double surface
Mirage a week from its factory
in eastern France,

The new setup stems from
troubles at Pacific Wings. man-
ufacturers of the Vampire, where
Andre Chayrou has sacked his
workforce.

Now with Tecma are sailmaker
Joel Koechlin, test pilot and air-

Christine Spohn, formerly sec-
ratary at Pacific Wings and a
flier of four years’' standing, and
boss Michel Mallinjoud.

The Mirage, which is slightly
reminiscent of the Vampire Il
and owes something to the
Phebus 82 in its wingtip design,
has a floating bottom surface,
26 battens and tips the scales
at 27kg. It will come in two
sizes — 13.1 sq.metres and 15.2.

Christine claims test flights at
the Saléve have Iindicated a
superior glide and sink rate to
tha Azur, combinad with similar
handling. Other vital statistics
include a 124-degree nose angle
and aspect ratio of seven for the
small version, suitabla for pilots
of 50 to 70kg.

And that other vital statistic...

The Mirage

side of £1,000 at current
favourable exchange rates.

Tha Spirale sports Bainbridge
cloth, deflexorless wing, flexible
battens and an aspect ratio of

Wanted

A compier for Cosmopaolitan.
This feature was conceived by
Michael Carnet who has since
been forced to relinguish the job
because of business cormmitments.
Since then, | have compiled
Cosmapolitan but my time too is
scarce. Anyone willing to do
Cosmo in return for negotiable
“expenses” and free overseas
mags should contact me by letter
stating interests and qualifications.

HUNGARY

XC as a way
of life

IT is a little known fact in hang
gliding circles that way back in
1977, the world's first cross-country
meet was held in Hungary.

Since that day, the sport has
developed there faster than any
other Eastern Bloc country to the

point where — despite inferior
materials and slightly outdated
designs — the Hunganans can

more than hold their own at in-
ternational level, as proved at the
recent European Championships.

The Hungarian team leader at
the championships was Marton
Ordody, an amiable, bearded man
of around 30, exuding a love of
flying and a thirst for such know-
ledge as might not yet have
filtered its way through the lron
Curtain.

Indeed, such is the eagerness
of the Hungarians to learn that
the idea of a British team wvisiting
one of the main Hungarian XC
meets next year was quickly
mooted during our interview and
now looks set to become reality.

There are about 1,500 hang glider
pilots in Hungary, of whom about
300 are licensed by the sport's
governing body.

Hungarian airspace is fairly busy
and major XCs are supposed to
be notified — something that tends
of be overlooked in day-to-day flying
but not in preparing for major
meets for which generous advance

frame huilder Thomas de Clerck, it sells at 11,900FF, just the right Stan Abbott warning is required.
AIRWAVE

o
i

GLIDERS -

MAGIC *

Value for money

Buy a MAGICfor £975 inc. VAT.

For only £32* more than any

comparable Glider you get . . .
the best peformance . . . . with
the best handling . . . . and
the sail that outlasts any other.

st '-‘1".“-'
. . -

So what's new/?
. . . . Delivery.

. . .. ex.Stock
(some colours)

. ... 3 to4 weeks
(colour choice)

Airwave Gliders Limited, Unit 2,
Three Gates Industrial Estate,
Three Gates Road, Cowes,

Isle of Wight PO31 7UT
Telephone Cowes (0983) 296042
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This year's Hungarian nationals
saw seven days of XC flying with
distances around the 30-mile mark
and no airspace restrictions. By a
bizarre set of coincidences, the
Nationals produced two champions
whose performances could not be
separated by so much as a whisker.

Andras Borovszky and Endre
{(“he has no brains but wvery
good instinct,” says Marton in the
excellent English he has learned
from the BBC) both ended the
meet on 3,572 points, Their
personal best distances were com-
pared — both had made 161km
and the sum of all their XC flights
was also identical.

The sport in Hungary draws from
all walks of life: “Every beginner
gets a club-owned glider and they
pay for this only a club mem-
bership fee.

“In the bigger clubs where they
have good sponsors they buy the
materials and manufacture half the
gliders themselves, again working
together as a team.”’

The most common gliders are the
Denever, which has its origins in
the Demon, and the Strucc
(Ostrich), an Azur copy which
should form the backbone of the
tearn “'fleet’” at the world champ-
ionships at the Tegelberg next year.

The predominant sailcloth is
plastic-based and “ripstop”’
reinforced. Most tubing is Hun-
garian-manufactured silicon-based
flﬁlﬂ'ﬂ than copper-based) aluminium
alloy.

Club sponsorship is fairly readily
obtained, particularly from the large
agricultural co-operatives, and none
of the team in France had to pay
a penny for the trip which was
also backed by the national aero
club — in preference to sending a
top aerobatic pilot abroad.

The first XC meet next year takes
place in March, followed by the
Gagarin Cup in April, the Eger
meet (Eastern Europe's biggest)
after the world championships, and
the Nationals in August. A British
team will attend one of these.

Research worker Marton claims
to have been one of the first two
Hungarian hang glider pilots back
n 1972 — early ambitions of
soaring parachutes by towing them
high enough to thermal were aban-
doned in favour of Rogallo designs.

The nascent hang gliding dream
quickly replaced sailplane flying as
Marton's first love.

In 1978 the Eastern Bloc countries
decided in Warsaw that hang

Don’t forget the
Moon boots,
chum!

NORWAY — land of tha Mid-
night Sun and spring thermals
of the 1%-up variety.

That's what Bjorn Elton
promisgs at an April XC meet
at Dokka, 110 miles north of Oslo
naxt yaar.

Cloudbase then is between 6
and 9,000ft. ASL and the tem-
perature gradient between the
snow-clad hills and valley floors
gives for a superb lapse rate
with ten-ups common.

This year's Norwegian champ-

e Norman Lomax

NORWAY

The monthly
Wings!
round-up of
overseas
news, dos
and views,
compiled by
Stan Abbott.

ghding was dangerous, inferior to
parachuting and conventional
ghding and — horror of horrors —
no more than a Western bourgeois
hobby. It was duly agreed the
sport should not be officially
endorsed and Poland was the only
country to abstain on the vote.

Each country — except East
Germany where hang gliding is
banned — promptly reneged on the
decision, and bowed to the lobby
for officially recognising the sport.
That later opened the door to spon-
sorship in Hungary as hang gliding
could now be recognised as
suitable preparation for military
training.

Now towing and power are major
areas of experiment in Hungary
which, says Marton, boasts similar
flying conditions to Britain.

Marton Ordody

ionships at Dokka saw a best
distance of 71km — into a head-
wind.

The main take-off at Dokka is
about 1,200ft. top-to-bottom and
there are roads up all hills.

Either Dokka or Vogo — whars
one take-off is mora than 4,000ft.
top-to-bottom — will be the
venua for the next European
championships.

If the idea of big distances
next spring appeals to you, just
remember one other key fact...
take-off at Dokka in April usually
basks in sub-zero temperatures
and you can expect it to be as
hot as —20 or —30C at cloud-
baseal

USA

Spectra’s
new one

CALIFORNIA's Spectra Aircraft is
testing its new Sonic, successor
to the distinctive tailed Aolus.

The Sonic clearly shows its
heritage, sporting a similar Alien-
type tail configuration to the Aolus,
but without the bowsprit.

It is a 95 per cent double surface
machine with free-floating bottom
surface and a 150-degree nose
angle.

Spectra spokesman John Reisig
said the company aimed to get the
design “just right” before marketing
its new product.

Girelar Ridar

—YUGOSLAVIA—

The big
walk-up

NEXT time you rub your aching
calf muscles and ponder on the
two gallons of sweat you shed
lugging wour CFX up 400ft.
Buggins Hill, spare a thought for
the growing band of hang glider
pilots in Yugoslavia.

Some of them are so dedicated
they will spend seven hours
carrying to the 9,300ft. summit
of the country’s highest peak.

To be fair, says national team
leader Zlato Vanic, that's not every
airborne Yugoslav's idea of fun...
most of the flying by the 100 or
so pilots takes place in the northern
republic of Slavenia where winter
ski resorts offer their cable lifts to
summer hang glider pilots.

Yugoslav participation in inter-
national events is heavily dependent
on outside finance, but the team
came 11th at this year's Europeans
with Kos the highest individual
placing 26th — not bad for an
emergent nation.

The sport in Yugoslavia comes
under the umbrella of the national
aero club and organisers are
currently lobbying the authorities in
Belgrade to stop dragging their feet

on ratifying proposals for regulation
of the sport.

The best XC distance
is about 30 miles.

to date

NORTHERN GLIDER SALES

ALL the best pilots are moving to

AZUR

Bailey, Calvert, Hobson, Carr and Silvester
flew an Azur at the League Final

Why?
Because these top pilots know that to stay
at the top you need top equipment.

Come and test fly an Azur from our stock —
immediate delivery available

Contact 061-973-4085 or 061-434-3364
£950 inc. VAT

NGS also stock a complete set of spares

THIS GLIDER HAS
NO BRITISH C. OF A.

The Azur has a BHGA recognised CoA (the Garman Gutesiegel )

8 BRENCON AVENUE, BROOKLANDS, MANCHESTER
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D***CLASSIFIED***CLASSIFIED*

ADVERTISING rates on
pages are as follows:

Members’ small ads are 13p a word, minimum
charge £2.65. Small business ads are 17p a word,
minimum charge £3.85. Please specify required
classification:

Small boxed ads, £1.10 extra. Full display ads are
£1.66 per column centimetre on these pages or
elsewhere in the magazine.

Minimum 4cm, maximum 25cm and — unlike small
ads — need not be prepaid. Send your intended
layout and we will typeset it for you. A small
extra charge is made for this service where an
element of design work is required.
dﬁpnt colour — just 20 per cent extra on any
ad.

All small ads should be sent to Ruth Kohiman,
BHGA, 167a Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,
TA2 7AH, and marked on the envelope “Wings! ads".

For your own safety, if you sre purchasing a secondhand glider,
sea it test flown, test fly it and inspect it thoroughly for damage
or waar to critical parts. If in doubt seek advice from tha club

classified

the

Safaty Officer,
- BENNET 26'° PARACHUTE, New
A condiion unmarked. E120 Ring
ccessories Ripey 0773 42653

BKYDECK Fully damp-proofed and
in good condition, Thommen and
ball, classic combination, E£180. Large
cocoon HARNESS to fit 510" to
6'F°. Short straps 1o allow for
French connection o desired. Para-
chuta compartment, balast pouch
pluz 2 other pouches: Minl condition
E75. Phone Bnan Godden, 01-638

5121. day only; Rickmansworth
TT3912 evenings
P ldeal hang gliding CAMERA,
BAGS. Stancard. 802 proofed: | | | turdy Lomo 36mm, 8 sxposure
' " ' automatic  wind on.  E18.50.

nylon. Solid 21p Re-enforced
gnds, £24. imc pbBp. XC Light-
wioight ripstop No. Z1P. Draw- and mkﬂﬁmnéa'gﬂﬁd .I?T&
lord £13.70 inc pErp. Length and PRNTVNG . [BSDER LOLTND. - WUE
max, width to: Paul Quin, 16 e e
EEE:TF-:?:L Fenham, Newcastia- o K.E. Christias ] K C t
: Shatisald 512 aLP,

limited numbar available.  Ball

An ad this For full details of
size will advertising rates
- write to Ruth
still cost you Kohimean, 1672
just £6.20 Cheddon  Road.,
or £7.44 Taunton, Somerset,
with spot TA2 7AH. Tel:
colour (0823) 88140.

Used Magics
Demonstration and
second hand models
available now!
Airwave Gliders Ltd

Unit 2

Three Gates Road
Cowes

Isie of Wight
PO31 7UT

Tel: Cowes 296042

Johnny Carr &
Michael Carnet

SK
SYSTEMS

Y ]

143 LODER RD.
BRIGHTON BN1 6PN

TEL 73] 605893
SEHI84

* We buy and sell second hand gliders and are South East Agent

for Airwave Magics (in stock).

* Harnessses designed by Michasl Carnat
— Super Cocoon (with integral chute and ballast containers) £89 + VAT

— Ordinary Cocoon

— Super Stirrup (with integral chute and ballast containers) E£75+ VAT

= Ordinary Stirrup

* 1 Axes French Connections (including all the fittings
for Magics, Typhoons, Lightnings or Azurs)
# Single Franch Connections (Pitch or Roll)

& Parachutes

* QOriginal Speed Bars (with integral wire, for Magics
Typhoons, Lightnings, Azurs atc)

= XC Kite (light cloth)
* Rucksacks (kght of heavy cloth)
* + @ full rangs of Varios,

™M

Alumaters, Suits,
Fairings, Posters, Tubings and a kot lot more.

VAT No 351 288 847 (J\")

£69 + VAT

£59 + VAT
E69 + VAT

£30+ VAT |
E18% + VAT
£18+ VAT

El14 + VAT
F12+ VAT
Heimets, T-shirts,

Accommodation

HEREFORDSHIRE, WELSH bordar,
Superior cotage avalable. Saptember
onwards, week or weekand booking
taken. ideal for hang-gliding on Black
Mountaing, Jones, Craswall. Tal:
Michaglchurch 243,

Glider Market

WASP FALCON IV. Good fioater,
Boginnars/ Intermediates  kite, Plus
seated harmess., Ouick sale requined
— offers. South London. Ciff,
01-777-2441.

MOONRAKER ‘77. Sunt 10%-13st.
pilot., Wall carsd for, now bolis,
pip-pins etc. Seated or prone. Loves
Carlton Bank. Purple/yellow sal,
seated harness available. My first
kite. Phore Paul on Durham 612594,
£150.

STORM (smalll Beautful sail. Nica
condition. Super handling — Granny
could fly it. Emsgration forces sale.
£375, | Granny furious), 0271 770449,

AIRWAWVE MAGIC | 165 mylar tips.
Red, white and gold. v.g.c. E£750
Tel: Preston TI2432.

S5T 1008 (yellow/gokd and whitel,
v.g.c. P1? Depressed? No glider?
Yours for the asking. Test fly a try,
Seated harmess also. Delivery (ask)
E£260 {will accept more) tel: Scaotland,
0776 85237

Medium TYPHOON 'S’ March 82
Red triangle sail, £800 ono, Phone
Reading (0734) B64543,

SILHOUETTE medium, undamaged,
distinctive blus/white sail, ideal P1/
Intermadiate. Rgged for seated and
prone, pus seated harness. £375
ono. Phone Tideswell B71402 after

Bpm.

TYPHOON °S" 180, Excellent con-
ditton, six months old, red double
surface and ftips, rest white, {875,
Skydeck vario £165, 0539 27673,

Medium SILHOUETTE. Very good
condition, plus seated harness, F425
ana. Tal: Bob, Sheffield 23874,

ATLAS 160 medium, Clean sail, in
excellent condition. Red, gold and
white. £420 ono. Ring Stan on St
Helens 811064,

TYPHOOMN 5 Large. 6 months old,
Good condition. Bargain at ETBD.
John Stirk on likiey B02B85,

LIGHTMING 185, reinforced for
triking, 2-man soaring or fowing.
690, 330ce Southdown Trke. £1200,
Best quality wrike available. Oualified
Instruction available [03745) 53227,

TYPHOON, madum v.g.c. Purple/
white. Break the performance barrigr,
£595, Tel: Longridge 4419,

FALCON IV, Little wused. v.g.c.
Checked by instructor 16/8/82.
Seated harnesses. MNew bag. Best
offer nmoar £100. Phone  Oxshaott
{Surrey) 2266,

TYPHOON medium. MNice colours,
E850. Also medivm X-ray, flies well,
£520, Also Gryphon orginal, medium,
nice colours, many spares. Reason-
able offers around E200. Tel: Phy-
mouth (07562} 333611,

HILANDER. Large. Blue sail. Good
condition, Suitable post P1. This s a
cheap maching at E375. Try a fiy
with no obligation to buyl Tel: 077-
473-3021.

SCORPION B. Very nica flier, never
badly pranged, Weighs only 45lb.
Suit 811 stone pilot, P1 or inter-
mediate. Seated or prons. £250. B-
bar £15. Hiway seated hamess E£15.
Fh;“!:l:! Edrmund Potter, Neswmarket
Fa 2 6D,

PACIFIC LANCER Il B. Good con-
dition, as sean in Wings No.3 1979 —
owmar emigrating so must sall. £150
ona. Tel: Comwood 358, Devon,

LIGHTNING 198, v.g.c. Southdown
strongthened for power. Used free-
fiying only. ldeal tnka, haavy pslot.
First £495. Penn (Bucks) 5784

HIWAY SPECTRUM MEll. Larga.
v.g.¢. Ong owner, Short breakdown.
B-bar, seated harnass, ideal first
glider, First £195. Penn (Bucks] 5784,

SCORPION B. in good condition.
ideal P1, lovely to fly, B-bar. Blue/
white. £130 ono. Phone Mary —
Brighton 418559,

SOLAR STORM (medium) very good
condition. The ideal first buy.
Beautiful fiyer, asymmetric colours,
E425,. 061-6532-1467, home: 0254 56618

“SLIPPERY SAM™. The Mylar Magic
Il. Europman Championship winning
glider is for sale. No reasonable offer
refused. Glider complotely serviced
by the factory. Contact Tony Hughes
(06721) 810521,

SECOND HAND TYPHDONS and
Typhoon 's' 1o be cieared. Contact
Solar Wings., Kennet Place, Marl-

bBorough. Wiltshire. Tel: 08672 54414,

NORTHERN AGENTS
FOR

§§§§===€§§§?
AIRWAVE
GLIDERS

Join the Magicians
— O0706— 55131

Situations
Vacant

A CAREER in hang glding with
tha HUNGERFORD HANG
GLIDING CENTRE. Senior position
of responsibility is vacant. Contact
Tony Hughes (D672) B10521.

Full and part-time TRAINEE MICRO-
LIGHT instructors for Eagle and
Trikes a1 BREEN AVIATION Lid,
Provious experisnce prefermed. C.V.
please (o L. Brean at Enstons Airfeeld,
Church Enstone, Oxan.,

Personal

Energetic pensicner sesks sincens
lady companion to share interest in
triking, ferrating and old matorcycles.
Must be sympathatically disposed o
off-white gymshoes. E. .Jessop
Box 234 e/o Wingsl or reply
angrymously throegh these columns.
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Doﬁle
challenge?

A slight correction for
Wings! re Challenger
project, writes John
Hudson... although Bob
Calvert aims to pilot the
craft, his place is being
hotly contested by Geoff
Ball, our power
manager and company
test pilot. Geoff has
proved to be an
extremely valuable
addition to our company
and is a very competent
pilot. He has also built
the Challenger from
scratch and it is he who
will be making the
altitude record
attempts.

Bob already holds this
record and has a
number of other records
he wants to go for. It
looks as though Mainair
may be forced to field
two Challengers this
year.

Payment
urged

Council endorsed a
recommendation by
competitions chairman
Derek Evans that meet
directors and  chief
marshals In sponsored
competitions should be
paid for their services,
with a fee of £500 plus
expenses for the director
of a week-long meet and
£260 for the chief
marshal suggested.

Derek informed
counecil competitions
committee had sent
some 30 pilots to com-
petitions abroad this
year.

The commitiee has
agreed to run a manu-
facturers meet as the
first event on next
yvear's calendar, given
sufficient manufacturer
interest.

Sponsorship

All sponsorship deals
benefit ing the BHGA
should be concluded by

Principal Executive
Officer Barry Blore,
Council agreed. Barry

also urged Iindividuals
seeking sponsorship to
advise him to avoid em-
barrassing conflicts of
interest.

30

Para
Pave

IS
Army

PROBABLY the most
famous Army hang glider
pilot (and the current
Army Champion) is the
man you saw on TV,
venting his wrath on the

Argentinians for having
scattered unrecorded
mines around the

Falkland Islands.

It was him and his men's
unhappy lot to make the first
attempts to clear them.

Another, though not so ident-
ifiably famous, is the guy who
raised the Union Flag again over
Port Stanley after its recapture.

Maj. Rod Macdonald RE and
CSGT Dave Fenwick, PARA
made it back to Britain with a
couple of weeks in which to get
hold of their ‘“‘new' gliders and
practice for the third Army
championships after their three
month sabbatical from the sport.

It so happens that Dave
Fenwick took away Rod's title
and several others, to become
overall (services) champion,
winner of the P2 class and, of
course, Army hg champion.

He left for Brecon loaded with
the NATO CARS of Bridgwater
Trophy — a magnificent 15"
silver cup, the Rhine Area Rose
Bowl, inscribed pewter tankards
for both, and a silver goblet
for the P2 class.

0000

The championships were held
on Dartmoor with Mike Atkinson
as Competition Director. The
Western Counties HGC gave us
their blesging and their Chair-
man Colin Graham took part.
Neil Atkinson and Carl Tomkins
gave sterling service as wind
dummies.

On day one the wind was
ENE, light with low cloud
making Winter Tor the obvious
choice. Mike organised a simple
two pylon, timed ridge run,
flown in groups of four.

For the less skilled and those
odd P2s who dropped out of the
narrow lift band, there was a
large target LLZ and an alterna-
tive scoring system.

champ

Rod Macdonald overshoots the score line — pic Pete Osborn

by Jim Taggart

Later, the weather changed
and it got too choppy on the
ridge for our Students Class, so
Open XC was declared.

Apart from Neil and Carl, only
five pilots left the ridge, with
three making 2L6km, one
covering 3%km and Dave
Fenwick flying 8.6km into Dart-
moor's hinterland, using the
marginal conditions in grand
style, netting 106 points which
put him well in the lead.

Television South Wesl came
and interviewed our novice
novice- — he'd finished his P1
course at the AHGC that
Wednesday and flew a Stubby
with wheels — cross-country on
the Sunday, too.

000

Submarine Commander Paul
Hind flew for the first time
since his P1 course a couple of
months ago; flew his Super
Scorp for the first time; soared
it for the first time; top landed
for the first time and wenl cross-
country (twice) for the first
time.

An extra-ordinary chap, the
adventurous courses he's done
during his Naval career reads
like the Sports Council index
and he seems to be an Instructor
in most of 'em.

Day two saw very light winds
from an overcast sky, NE but
threatening to back north later
in the day saw us back at Winter

Day three was cross-country
‘for all'', with a light drift but
clear blue skies and the promise
of a hot sun.

What a magnificent view
spread out below us at Corn

Ridge.

The task was simple. Either,
head for the water treatment
works beyond Sourton and over
1% miles away or, get as far
as you could in whichever
direction you choose.

Colin Graham wind dummied
and flew all of % mile before
retreating to land back at the
base of the ridge. The wind was
drifting north and an occasional
teeny ‘‘thermal’ came through,
giving Carl lift across Sourton
Tors and into the prescribed LZ
by the works. A trickle of pilots
launched to follow him.

Allan Smith launched and,
incredibly floated on and on and
on, well over the works and then
down the valley beyond the A3SE.
Unfortunately, this put him on
an arc from take-off so his
point-to-point  distance  didn't
increase. But what a superb
flight from the only league pilot
in the Services.

The 3.00 p.m. deadline loomed
and all the untried experts were
forced to go. They all chose to
go left and the skies above
Southerly and Lake filled with
hang gliders, a flock of gaudy
coloured wings floating a bare
21, — 3.8km in the soft
conditions. We found later that
EVERY competitor had flown
cross-country, students upwards.

Tor., for a bash at ''Bob :
Mackay's Timed  Precision Team results
Flying task. 4 to count)

Nil-wind take-offs were the 1 Arrmy 1308.1
order of the day, several experts ; RAF ﬁg
modifying uprights in their |3 MM 4L
attempts to get away. {Ondy 3 compatitors)

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS:

1. D. Farmwick A P2 Typhoon 35568 Overal, Army, P2 class

2 A. Clifford RAF P2 3 Best Guest, 2nd P2

3. N. Higgs cv P2 Up 332 2nd %d P2

4 J. Teggen A P2 Magic 1 5 nd

5. R. Mossiey A P2 Demon o4 3

T R

8. T Searle L g et 0 d Pl

a4, P. Hind N Stud. 5. Scorp 127, st Student

. G. B RAF  Stid. Vorax 97.0 2nd Studant

3 J. S-Bamon A Stud. Cherckea 65.7  3rd Student




Silhouette probe goes on

A fuller account of the fatal
accident involving a Skyhood
Silhouette on September 18 is

now available.

The accident, at Nont Sarah'’s,
Fennines, led to a notice being
sent with last Wings! warning
Silhouette owners not to fly their
gliders pending the outcome of
investigations.

The decision to request Skyhook
to advise the ‘“‘grounding' also
took into account another incident
reported in June Wings!, in
which a Silhouette tucked in
similar circumstances to the
Dennis Searby fatality.

The following account should
not be taken as prejudging
official investigations.

Eyewitnesses Gordon Thorne
and Paul Woolman told how Mr.
Searby, 38, was tracking west-
wards along the southwest face
of the southerly-facing bowl
when he gust stalled about T70ft.
above the "gulley’ which marks
the point where . the main
Huddersfield to Rochdale road
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comes to the lip of the bowl,
a beauty spot owned by the
National Trust which was busy
with sightseers when the accident
happened.

On  stalling, Mr. Searby
appeared to pull on speed and
the glider rotated round him, im-
pacting with the end of the wall
where the road reaches the edge
of the ridge. No attempt to
““push out" was seen.

Other fliers took turns admin-
istering heart massage and the
kiss of life, but were unable fully
to revive him.

Although said at the time to
have been a flier of some three
years' standing, he was known to
few Pennine or Dales club fliers
and is thought to have had very
few hours' experience, most or
all of it at Nont Sarah's. His
glider appeared in almost mint

condition. He lived at Hudders-
field.

Reports as to the conditions
at the time have been conflicting.
Jerry Whitehouse commented:
““No way would I describe the
condtions as radical.”

But other pilots had apparently
landed as an approaching front
was shifting the wind off the hill
to the west and the accompanying
fall in temperature was making
thermals punchier.

Some pilots commented that
by the time the accident
happened, the wind was well off
to the west and coming over the
smaller March Hill, a notorious
direction for Nont's. [t had also
freshened somewhat from the
steady 15-20mph to 20-25, they
said.

Meanwhile, investigations con-
tinue and, while the glider has
not yvet been rig-tested, Wings!
is assured it will be at the
earliest opportunity.

Skvhook's Len Gabriels said
earlier drop tests in Germany
had shown the glider to be pitch-
positive and he urged owners to
check their battens against the
batten plan provided.

* See leader comment, page 5.

New addresses

Three BHGA
councillors have changed
address: James
McMenemy...now 4 RTR
LAD REME, Bhurtpor
Barracks, Tidworth,
Hants SP 9 T7TAS. Tel
(day) 0980 46221 (x2716)
and (eve) 0880 46147.
Mike Watson... now §
Thompson Rd., East
Dulwich, London SE22.
Tel. 01 209 1199. Jim
Taggart... now AHGC,
Sennybridge Training
Area, Brecon, Powys,
LID3 8PN. Tel. 0874 82366.

Comp
venues

The next world
championships will be
held in the Tegelberg
area of Germany from
June 5-19 with a pledge
that the emphasis will
be on ‘‘state of the art”
Cross-country flying.
Norway will host the
1884 European
Championships and
France the 1885 World
Championships.

Mainair prize crosstubeword

CLUES

5. Gel away —

ACROSS

1. Insect as a bird of prey —
all flyers want to do this!
(3,4.2,5)

6. Hang from il, or
gallows contain it. (7)

9. Owens Valley flights? (4)

11. Stop! makes a decision to
change. (4)

13. Bullfighter's
(4)

14. With Argentine currency
he makes fables. (5)

16. Paris tan, a French
adherent maybe. (8)

20. Your walk to get into a
field. (4)

21. Crosscountry start with a
Jig root? (2,3,2)

22, Best direction to think. (2)

£23. A triange in Italy. (7)

27. Is needed to land
we hear. (5)

£289. Everything. (%)

the

nightmare.

well,

from the
blades, especially if
landing. (6,3,5)

6. Hard to find. (4)

7. That world of which flying
is the most important
part. (8)

8. Shortened operation. (2)

Ave, Leeds LS6 2LP.

No. 13 by lan

Send your entries, by November 19 to: 72 Hartley
Mainair Sports of Rochdale
will forward their catalogue and £10 credit note
to the first correct solution selected at
from all entries.

random

12. Dotted true atrspeed. (3)
15. Pans to break. (4)

IT. Talking rubbish. (3)

18. Creative thought. (})

/

i

19. Beginner's glider's
handling. (6)

2§. Trendy type of madman.
(5)

25. Dotted adiabatic lapse
rate. (3)

26. A constellation made

mainly of iron ore. (5)

|

27. A criminal or outlaw. (5)
28. Greek Beginning. (5)
30. Wise men of the East. (4)

30. You know who! (2)

31. Alert Vic! he should not
be at that attitude. (8)

2. Tip into one of these, (3)

33) The ocean we fly through.

(11,3)

DOWN:

I. Number, we hear, of old
hang glider pilots —
looking for food perhaps?
(8,6)

2. Swank show over your
nuts. (5)

3. Strike ecall with some
clout! (3.3)

4. Jonathan Livingstone is
one of the best. (3,7)

Thanks!
..to John Hudson and all
at Maina:lr for extand!ng this

popular ‘‘sponsorship’’.
..to all those who have

mmpued puzzles — the
supply has now run out so
any budding compilers, get to
work now! £5 paid for
puzzles published.

Hhﬂ'

I can find no address to
which to send your fiver.
Please contact me.

Last months winner and

solution will be published next
month,

STOP PRESS = Oct. 13-inquest on Dennis Searby adjourned for glider testing results (see story this page)
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IED****CLASSIFIED****CLASSIF

Lost and Found

LOST mt Combe Gibbett, earber in
tha waar, 'Lindsay Ruddock' wario.
Grey with digited read-out. It found
please contact Mike Hibbit, Tedl:
Reading (0734) 854543

TRIFLYER 330  Twin-cylinder.
Immaculately  built, ultra-raliable
model, 10 hours only. Now over
E1100 as kit, Accept £900. Tele-
phone Grange-over-Sands [Cumbria)
4FH).

PUMA Z-seater, complete with
Lightning DS Wing. Mot yot run n.
As new. Emegrating, so good
discount on list. Also Skymaster
Parachuts System, Stll in box. Never
fittod. Offers (0253) 66122

DEMON 175, almost mew, and
HIWAY SKYTRIKE for sale. ExcoSent
condition and wall sell to any com-
petent flyer, who makes a fair offer
Ted Batterses 64, Bekesbourns Lane,
Littlaboumae, Nr. Canterbury, Kent
(0227 TaE14,

/_(\/

“SEMAC” — a name
to remember for the
best in propellers

Mora FPowear
Powar
Power
Powar

Lesa Nolsa
Moisa

Maoiss
MNotsa

Less Vibration
Vibration
Vibration

Vibsration

Remember SEMAC for

safety. We stock the

proven Skymaster para-
chute system.

Ring Andrew Coveney

(022787) 356, Ted

Battersea (022778) 614.

selnac

south east microlight
aircraft centre

CHEROKEE 180 and Triflyer trike
for sala. Trka has had ondy 5%
hours airtime plus 5 hours munming
in. £1300. Phone Mike Hat on 01-
863-H030 sct. 3445 or Hatfield 00T

TRI—-FPACER SKYTRIKE 250cc
ROBIN engine, Good condition, Reg-
istered G-MBDW, F650. Reason for
sale — going dual. Tel: evenings
Bid, 0F74- ;

G—MBCB Southdown Lightning and
trike 250cc Robin engine. Superb

condtion. Going two seats Any

repsonable offer accepted. 070131
63 (Sussax)

Schools

Bailey's Yorkshire Hang
Gliding and Microlight
Centre

Hang gliding courses —
Dual trike microlight
COUrses —
Thermalling and cross-

country courses in
beautiful Yorkshire

Leeds 8 Tel 662518

‘Dermifs — 2 Denton Avenue)

Miscellaneous

The BMAA. is the Associston
for all sarousty mindasd MICROLIGHT

AVIATORS, Chur Fagazing
FLIGHTLINE is full of the latest
infarmation. For furthar details

pleass send sa.e 10 Secratary
BMALA 20 Church Hill, Irenbridge,
Talfard, Shropshing,

sdditional work will be charped for

latle b Porfuitane of the apace 8 Tull coal

ordered 1o pay B8 8 reault of:

AEROC] BRI,

Code of Preciice. of commonssnss.

STANDARD CONDITIONS FOR INSERTION
OF ADVERTISEMENTS IN WINGS!

1. WINGS! resarven tha right to declkne any sdveilisamant

1. Advertisaman] copy mate mul conlom o WINGS | published requisments; sy

1 WINGS | will nat be liable for any consseguential loss of damags resulting lrom ihe

Fuilurs &l afy sdvirtisamant 1o Sppesr From sny couss whalsoswer, Hos doss |1 BCCEM

linbsility Tor ervors in sny sdvertissment published nos fof its leilure 1o sppeer on & given
dabe,

A WINGS | cannat sccegt lability for loss of or damags 1o emwork of other sdverissment
meteial, and tha sdvertiser shall be responaible for inswing seme. WINGS | ressrves the
right 1o disposs of all matesials which have been in its posssssion ever thres months,
e e sdvestisar of hia sgancy have given other insfructione.

B Inmwlﬂmhn\gMHﬂmmwﬂnmmmﬂﬁﬂl
resarces tha righl to repest 1he sdvartas:' s previcus copy of in the sbesnce of other copy
po il tha apaen booked with alternative mateisl et 8 discrecion, the sdvertise being

., Advertisamaents srs only scoepited for publication in WINGS ! on the conditlon that the
polvertisi warienli thel such edvatisamants do fol 0 any way ConirEveng tha Tradas
Dascriptona Act or The Sax Discrimination ACt of Bny orther neleven] Peiuise.

7. Tha sdvartass sgrest o ndamnity WINGS | sgadnat sll surma of monsy srhether for
dimaged, cosli of other supensss which WINGS 1 may incur in connection with of ba

fa) wn sction slleging contriventicn of ary statute ss referred fo b0 penk. 8 above, o

fby an pcticn fod libal browght 6 contemalatid sgalnal WINGS | n rapect of
malecial conteired i 8n sdvermament published in WINGS)

B, Chaguss of money orden should Bbs mads payabls to Tha Beitish Harg Gliding

& ddroraft must not be depicted in siustions which contravens Adr Lew, the B8.H.G.A

W0, Schools & prophetary clubs offedng imstructon mum b B, H.0.4, Reginersd,

Wanted

STANDARD ROGALLD, 184t or 15
WANTED for my son |Skyhook 34
or 4A preferred]. Must be in good
condition. EXCHANGE for; hbroglass
slalom  canos, fully  buoyant,
completa with paddle and skirtl Al
in good condition, 051-427-8178.

WANTED PARACHUTE,
ALTIMETER. and VARIO m good
condition, Tel: Alan Brown, Burgh
Heath 57878 l(evenings) or |leave
messaga — name and Wl no, 8t
01-643-4343 (day-office]

WANTED 160 SKYTRIKE Mesd not
be in running order. Wil traval to
view. Phone Geoff 0533 B55480
[evenings); Pete 0533 531707 (day).

SWOP, a Fujica SLA 50mm lansa
camara with leather shoulder case,
used only once, for 8 good working
audible varo. Phone Grangamouth
0324 473408,

WANTED SEALANDER o ETFIFF.EH
N omint condithon, very low airtime,
Algo, wvario, altimeter, ASL Al st
ba m gobd conditon and meason-
ably prced. Tel: 01-852-0M63.
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