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Peter Harris

SANTA arrived by hang glider
at Debenhams in Hastings —
thanks to the Southern Hang
Gliding Club.

Father Christmas (alias Peter Harris)
was repaying a favour from the store
who loaned the club a Santa outfit in
January for the presentation of a cheque
for the Stoke Mandeville appeal to Jimmy
Savile. Peter writes:- '""Les Seers was
to fly me in a dual trike with Kevin
May as escort in his Demon Trike, and
all the pre-event publicity was aimed to
restore the microlight image following the
recent series of tragic accidents.

“Both pilots, highly competent and ex-
perienced in powered and unpowered hang
gliding, have frequently flown Hastings
and gained distinction in the many ecar-
nival events we have held here.

‘“After several weeks of planning and
preparations and pre-event publicity
Friday's forecast of increasingly strong
winds pointed towards a big let-down —
you don't fly miecrolights in 30mph winds.

“On Saturday morning all our local
Hastings hang glider pilots were busy
setting up windsocks and markers on the
beach and organising a couple of dozen
ATC cadets into ground crews and crowd
control.

“The ATC also provided radio contact
between take-off and landing areas and
John Pyke briefed a dozen or so media
photographers who turned up. Something
just had to happen — and it did.

““We decided to free fly from Hastings
Cliffs to the landing area — some 114
miles along the beach — where crowds
were gathering. Substituting a red
helmet for the Santa head gear, and
stuffing the white beard and wig in my
pocket, I followed Les in my new Typhoon
shooting up like a rocket to 500ft. above
take-off.

""When Kevin joined us, a few minutes
later, we set off in line across and above
the Old Town Valley to the castle losing

Santa ‘““on finals"'

Picture — Evening Argus, Brighton

practically no height at all.

“Still in line, 360ing over
Bejams, Woolworths, Debenhams and the
pier, we saw the parachute flare had been
set off and it was time to burn off
height and set up our beach landing app-
roach.

“Three text book landings! An undig-
nified stumble on the shingle just wasn't
on with hordes of kids and their parents
and the photographers. Our lads were
ready to grab the wires and it was smug
smiles all round.

““The police held up the traffic as I was
ushered across the road, surrounded by
kids and their indulgent mums and dads,
to where the management of Debenhams
were waiting at the entrance to receive
me, headed by Haslings' most beautiful
Carnival Queen ever — (my daughter,
Johanna!)

“"Les and Kevin were supposed to join
me with the proffered port and hot mince
pie, but we were separated by the crowd.
The port reddened my beautiful white
beard and gulping the mince pie gave me
indigestion as I was hustled into a vin-
tage Ford and whipped away in the pro-
cession.

‘*Sack hanging outside the door — there
wasn't room inside — I straightened up
my wig and hat and recovered some
measure of dignity and settled back to
acknowledge the waves of the kids lining
the pavements.

““My brief reign as 'God’ ended half an
hour later after a great deal of ceremony
in Debenhams. [ went into a specially
reserved lift on the ground floor and Deb-
enhams’ own Santa emerged on the third
floor and started work in the Toy Fair.
I hope the kids didn't notice the differ-
ence because he wasn't as good as me!

S50 at the end of it all the club had
done a very good job for Debenhams —
and they had given us a first rale opp-
ortunity to improve our image — already
pretty good — in Hastings.

““Merry Christmas All — Ho Ho Ho".

WITH the rapid approach of the festive
season, and.the completion of my first
half-year at 16TA, it seems an appro-
priate time to write a few words of thanks
to all who have helped make my intro-
duction to the'BHGA and all its tributaries
a very happy one (writes Ruth Kohlman).

I think I can honestly say that I didn't
know what I was letting myself in for,
and I'm truly grateful for the assistance
I've received from all gquarters, parti-
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A message from Ruth

cularly Janet and Joyce in the office, who
fortunately for me, are gold mines ‘of
information and have shown endless
patience in explaining things, and then
explaining them again!

Also. thanks to Barry and Bob, the
BHGA Couneil, Stan, Carol, and last, but
not least, all the members who have
wished me well with the job. Many of
you have asked if I find it boring —
the answer is that time flies by, there's

never a dull -moment,  and everyone I
have metl, spoken to or corresponded with
has made me_ feel I have been adopted
by a very large family.

Lastly, very best wishes to you all for
a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Successful New Year. Don't forget, if
any of you are passing Taunton we're
always pleased to meet the face behind
the name, and if your timing is right you
might even get a cup of coffee.



The leader page

A tale of two
clubs and
two nations?

IS the future of British hang gliding in safe
hands?

Tim Williams sounds a gloomy message
in this month's Air Mail in what is traditionally
the season of good cheer.

And yet his doom-laden words of despair
struck a hollow note with me... until | popped
the id on my mole's eye vantage point and
did a little investigation.

My trouble is that | belong to a thriving
hang gliding club whose membership is
growing to such a point that we are now
having to look for new premises for our
monthly meetings which are regularly attended
by getting on for 100 people.

Hypothesis: membership of the BHGA is
declining. Fact: membership at the end
of October stood at 3,572 compared with
3,613 a year ago, suggesting a levelling off
from the decline over the preceding year
when membership fell from 3,987.

But look a little deeper and you learn

that more than one third of our new members
come through the Army Hang Gliding Centre
— nearly 200 this year.

This means two things for the BHGA:
firstly that the service fliers are allowing us

to hold our ground in the face of a real
decline among the public at large (remember
that the encouragement of hang ghding in
the services is a relatively recent “innovation’').

A secondary implication of this position is
that the nature of the BHGA's membership
at large must, per se, be changing.

For those members and potential members
drawn to hang gliding by its equation with
things quiet, peaceful, non-polluting and “‘non-
macho''; those who enjoy our self-discipline
rather than an imposed, military discipline,
such a change could prove counter-
productive: our “macho’ image already means
that we draw no more than a handful of
members from 50 per cent of the population

Women,

But | digress... what is the reason for our
decline and where 15 it most apparent. In
the absence of hard evidence — it is a long
and costly operation to contact every single
club — we can only postulate and talk
generaliies, But, hopefully such generalities
will promote constructive and informed
debate.

The opinion polls tell us Britain is becoming
increasingly a divided nation with overwhelming
government support in the affluent south and
quite the opposite elsewheare.

| believe we are also becoming two hang
gliding nations and vyet, paradoxically, it is
in the South rather than the depressed areas
that we find our biggest problems.

You don't need a degree in geography
to know that not only does the South have

THiway
glider

the most wealth and the greatest concen-
tration of population, but it also has the
fewest hills and the most intensive agriculture.

Hence, southern fliers in general have to
buy more petrol to travel further, less fre-
quently to more crowded sites than their
northern and Scottish counterparts.

When they get there they will probably
find they know fewer people (as a per
centage of the "flock™ gathered), experience
more “site problems”, and are likely to find
themselves paying more for club membership.
Membership of the Southern Club alone is a
staggering E£25... staggering., that is, in
comparison with the MNorth where — by
virtue partly of reciprocal arrangements — you
can join every English club north of the
Humber and still have plenty of change out
of £25.

At a time when even those in the South
must be feeling the pinch, there are clearly
rsing costs that militate against the sport and
yet — again, in very general terms only —
we do seem to be holding our own in
areas where the depression is biting hardest.
The Pennine club, for example, after a
period of desertion to the excellent triking
afforded by the North West's ample beaches,
iI5 enjoying a mini-boom, with an influx of
I;EEH members swelling its ranks to more than

Stan Abbott,
Editor

But it is here that lies, | believe, the funda-
mental problem facing hang gliding in Britain
today and it's a problem brought about,
ronically, by our own success.

It is the problem of maintaining and
developing the interest of people new to the
sport in the face of an ever-widening gap
between the "nonk’ and the “ace’” — and the
be a fairly
with a fifth

ace these days can actually
average pilot, but “armed"
generation glider.

For the novice fresh out of school, to
emulate even the weekend flier on a
good glider must seem almost hopelessly
beyond reach. And yet, at the very time
the novice needs help, advice and encour-
agement, there are — as Marc Asquith
suggests on page 21 — increasingly fewer
people there to give it.

Why? Answer: because the aces are at
3,000ft., or they've gone XC, or — in the
case of the south — they've gone to Wales
or the Dales for the sort of flying most
southern sites can't offer.

MNow, the solution to this problem lies very
much with the clubs and there are good
clubs whose example suggests the solution
15 within the grasp of any club that puts
its house in order.

For the geographical interpretation really
throws light on just part of the problem.
| can think of at least one other club — not
in the South of England — where, to be
brutally honest, there is really no incentive
whatever for the novice to further his/her
flying career on joining the club. Its
committee has dissolved in disarray, with
those willing to do the graft quitting because
they're fed up of getting no backing.

Members greet the arrival of a club news-
letter with the awe and wonderment
normally reserved for a total eclipse of the
sun. “‘Bar room flying” is all too often
a more comfortable substitute for the real
thing.

Why has this happened? The simple
answer is that those leaving the "driving
seat” have not ensured that their valuable
heritage is wvested in the hands of people
with a real love for the sport and a real
concern for its future. The lesson from
elsewhere is that, once a strong tradition is
established, the right VOLUNTEERS will be
forthcoming to guard the future.

| know another club where the aces
often vanish XC but an adopt-a-pilot scheme
nontheless ensures that every novice enjoys
the individual attentions of a more experience
flier: where the off-the-hill scene is just as
important and everyone from nonk to ace
joins in coaching seminars.

An interesting social programme is vital:
film nights, talks by the guy from the local
weather centre, parachute packing seminars
etc.etc. are all arranged for the corresponding
night each month and notified well in advance
through a regular club newsletter, rather than
an infrequent “‘magazine’. The club
constantly readjusts its thinking in the light
of experience.

Getting the right people at national level
IS just as important. At the last AGM
the situation was such that- a one-eyed
monkey would have got elected to council
if he'd shown willing.

It is not taking anything away from our
present councillors to say that this is
unacceptable in a democratic organisation.
You will note on the back page that our
next AGM is coming up and it's vital that
members who CARE start now to lobby the
people with whom they want to entrust our
future and persuade them to stand for
ELECTION. |  WILL PRINT  ANY
“MANIFESTOS"” | RECEIVE so long as proof
of correct nomination is provided.

We have crucial policy decisions facing us...
what should be our stance viz power? should
we accept registration/ how much can we
afford to pay to protect sites in court battles?
should we establish a National Centre?

To advance the “two nation” theory further,
should those in the North and Scotland
entrust their future to a council with an
overwhelming “southern’ make-up?

To those who really care about hang
gliding, | wish you happy flying in the New
year.

HIWAY's radical but as yet unnamed
new glider was expected to be going
into production as Wings! went to press.

But the *‘Incognito’ is a substantially
different machine both from the old
Alien and an earlier tailed prototype
using wing twisting for control.

The production machine relies instead
on weightshift — activated spoilers for
control. It is a rigid wing with a
near vertical surface at each tip and
relying on conventional style hang
glider battens to maintain its profile.

It looks very much like a traditional
hang glider with a generous area of
double surface, but the external

appearance conceals more radical inno-
vations... the glider is without leading
edge tubes, relying instead on a main
spar with internal wire bracing.

The Hiway team of designer Miles
Handley and test pilot Keith Cockeroft
say the glider has higher min sink and
max glide speeds than fifth generation
machines but really comes into its own
at speed. They claim the Incognito
maintains a respectable glide at speeds

way in excess of any other glider
around.

* Miclure shows the Mmcognifto in o sithowelle over
Rhogsili. — Mark Junak




OVER the past year,
between the Nature Conservancy
Council and the Thames Valley
Hang Gliding Club have become
delicate.

Continual infringements of the
site agreement at Milk Hill, Wilts,
and a fatality last year have not
improved matters.

I would therefore reguest that
all pilots visiting the site comply
with the following rules.

I, BHGA members only.

B No vehicles on kill top.

I Nao lone flyping,

4. Five cars marimum in designated car
park, one space lefi for nature reserve
o rd e

relations

& Owerspill parking adjceni (o barn af
the bottom.,

& Mid-week flyers to conlact club, so we
can keep records of sile use,

T. Top and boltom landings in designated
areas nol in grovdng crops.

8 No i'r:rz landing in area fo the West of
par

8 Do not climb fences, use the pales.

10, Site fee £1.00 (non-TV members).

Milk Hill
with specific areas set aside for
the habitat of wild life and flora.
Mr. Painter, the Reserve Warden,
will be keeping a close watch on
the behaviour of pilots using the

is a nature reserve
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Bryan Kirk — Chairman

Thames Valley Hang Gliding Club

Contacts for midweek flyers:
Bﬁun Kirk, Tadley (07356) 698}

John Sheppard, 01-578-TT86

Ernie Walker, 0635-25350%

Teny Hughes 06TE-B1052]1

Results Average of 3 flights

o2 JAwemee | XC competition — a season-long
1 Michael Ca 404 303 367 358 1 i
1 Michao! Camet 04 %03 7 358 contest inspired largely by Carnet
3 Brion Harrison 2.2 - N7 himself.
Sl i A 78 e e His average distance on his three best
g Ein Newton T 1.4 14.2 flights was 35.8km and it was consistency
oland Delez 6 57 16 14 that edged him clear of second-placed John
S v nctind gas (el = I8 Barratt who won the prize for the longest
10 Pater Banner 16.9 - ~ 5.6 single flight — 69km to Rye golf course.
11 Joe Anderson 14.4 - 4.8
12 Steve Botham 5.2 ~ - 1.7 Visitor
Longest distance (in Ks) (Best ten) i
ichael took prize money of £243 at a
1 John Barr ‘
i S EEmedm | S D
shray Carr A Norman Bay Station an 0 i . o ovice P
4  Michael Carnat 40.4  Peven B
PEmem 2t mm or tni Sest btord by & pict who ba ot
il Mawton 1 Cuckmaeare |Friston|
; T;hm;ﬁnu: ﬁg lé::?i:an Delez, a visitor to Brighton this vear who
n T F
1!.3. el d.;?"d:; ﬁ'ﬁ : s E:: g?llgﬂ flown as a guest at the National
David Clayton . awhaven .

In addition to the main prizes, a number
of local sponsors put up money
for the best efforts each month.

J":‘" T 2[01 They included Ultra Sports,
Kent Ceilings, Southdown Sail-

SPORTS

* Faired Parachute
Container

* Faired Ballast Bag

*Zip Up Pocket

* Stirrup Tube for extra
comfort

- d

NEW LOW DRAG
COCOON HARNESS

*3mm Low Drag Nylon
Supports

*2.5mm 7 x 7 Main Cable
Support

*Special Christmas Offer
15% off all Utra Sports
Harnesses

*Last until February 1st

OFFICE & FACTORY
Truleigh Sands Buildings,
Truleigh Manor Farm, Edburton, W. Sussex BN5 9LL
Telephone (079 156) 526

wings Ltd., Reigate Builders
and Paint City CB Centre.

Not just luck of the Devil!

MICHAEL Carnet has won the main
honours in the first Devil's Dyke

John Barratt's 68km (nearly
43 miles) was more than 20km
better than the best distance
on the Dyke in 1881 (by Johnny
Carr) and the good distances
flown in what has not been
a spectacular year for the site
will have justified instigating
the competition on the Dyke
which offers the possibility of
a complete traverse of the
South Downs.

Leading results are as prin-
ted, left.

Michael Carnet
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Helping
students

EFFORTS to bridge the gap
between  hang gliding
schools and clubs have
gained new impetus with
the introduction of the
BHGA's new Student/Pilot
One assessment resame.

The move follows a dec-
ision at this year's BHGA
annual meeting and is
designed to help novices
progress safely into club
flying.

The card will help make
club coaches aware of a
new member’'s strengths
and weaknesses.

i e

* Full dietails nexi monih.

Dover & Folkestone Club
Avon Club

Aberdeen H.G. Club

Mr. Louis Homewood
Mercian H.G. Club

Central Fighting Fund

A big “thankyou” to all the following who sent in
donations for the fund to the Taunton office between
mid-July and the end of October.

Mr.M. Brown

Lanarkshire Soaring
Devon & Somerset
Condors

Mr.D. Dawson.




Birkbeck bottle

unbroken...

TREVOR Birkbeck walked almost unscathed from the
wreckage of his brand new Typhoon ‘S’ after falling
1,000ft. when an attempted loop went badly wrong.

Always renowned for his
slrong ‘“‘bottle'’, Trevor was
atlempting the radical manoeuvre
over Wether Fell, Hawes,
Wensleydale, without a
parachute and thereby earned
himself predictably strong

condemnation from some fliers.

Dales club safety officer John
Stirk, to whom the steeply
cranked wing-over (with para-
chute) is not entirely unknown,
commented in disbelief: “To
nave survived that he was the
luckiest person around.

“"As soon as we saw him land
we got on the CB for an ambul-
ance which came within a couple
of minutes."’

But, miraculously, Trevor
suffered nothing worse than a
slight bump on the head when
the glider landed upside down
in soft peat, the king post and
keel absorbing most of the
impact.

"I was attempting a loop and
it went over at about 160°. It
was a new glider and I hadn't
put the speed stuff on, like a
French Connection and the speed
bar.

"l had looped my old glider

successfully and 1 obviously
wasn't going as fast as
previously. It came over the top

and instead of carrying on round
it sort of turned out and came
out into a barrel roll and the
leading edge broke inboard of
the cross tube.

loose

THE BHGA  questionnaire
which asked for views on the
registration of hang gliders
was answered by a remark-
able 45 clubs and prominent
individuals in the limited time
available.

But, admitted the asso-
ciation's chairman Koy Hill,
few firm conclusions could be
drawn because of a slip in the
compilation of the form.

Mr. Hill said clubs may
have been given the impre-
ssion that registration was
more or less a fait accompli
and this was aggravated by
the fact the questionnaire
asked clubs only if they were
IN FAVOUR OF a)
compulsory registration or b)
voluntary regisitration.
Missing was the question *“‘are
you against registration in any
shape or form?"".

Some clubs did express that
option by answering -‘no"" to

Questionnaire’s

“When it went I thought 'Oh
shit, here we pgo!’. It then
started descending, flying

reasonably slowly upside down,
probably because I fell over the
back of the sail. My harness
etc. was draped over the back.

‘“After assessing the situation 1
decided to try and climb back
on the glider and turn it back
over, which might have actually
been error had I succeeded.

“I had just about got myself
up on the keel and I looked down
at the ground and there was just
no time, so 1 just got down at
the back of the sail again and
waited for it to land.

““The kingpost dug into the
ground and snapped — [ was
quite pleased it had stayed in
one piece when the glider
inverted.

“*As I came down 1 had a bit
of time to think about how I
might hurt myself... but what's
the point in unproductive
thinking?"’

Trevor was not carryving a
chute as he had not adjusted
his Bulletman harness for use
without the French Connection

that had been attached to his
other glider.
“The moral,'”' he said '"is

‘wear a chute'. [ don’t think
there is anything wrong with
doing loops, but obviously there
is considerable risk and people
must be aware of that., You
need lots and lots of speed and

ends

both the compulsory and
voluntary registration
guestions. The Dales club
refused to answer at all and
suggested hang glider

registration should be brought
in simultaneously with the
registration of horses on the
public highway.

Of the 45, 33 answered the

questions after consultation will feature the names of all en-
with other club members; 23 trants. As last year, there will
approved of compulsory be just two weeks to file any late
registration; and 12 of entries — these must be with Dave
voluntary registration - a Harrison by JANUARY 15, so if you
total of 35. But 18 go for it over Christmas send your
rejected  compulsory  reg- claim in IMMEDIATELY to Dave
istration and 17 rejected ¢/0 the Taunton office.
voluntary registration — also
making 35. A The annual meeting of the
A majority of respondants rm Army Hang Gliding Group
were in favour of  large Y (M) it aue i b Tel
registration letters rather than grﬂup London on December 10.
letters of car number plate hRElp;JréahaT:;;e a.ndm!B :lu lét- HT::EE“
size. A majority (21) fﬂ.\ruun?d me&ting p}t:ealdent Ha].ﬂén.h{ﬁ;ﬁ‘tmewé
the letters being placed “in and secretary Capt.D.J. Taggart.

a definite position”.

Trevor Birckbeck celebrates
the winter, pictured by Mark
Junak

after that it's just bottle, really.

“1 was a bit surprised 1 broke
a leading edge in that I didn't
actually feel anything, but the
Typhoon is a strong glider and
amazingly — when we stripped
it down at Solar Wings — the
crosstubes weren't even marked
and nor was the sail."”

Trevor did speculate that, had
he pulled the chute, he'd very
probably have landed “'in deep
water'' over the back in Semer-
water, A more valuable lesson
learned was just how quickly
the emergency services can be
summoned via a CB call — a
course of action which the
sympathetic police endorsed.

Needless to remark, the
manoceuvre was way outside the
normal flight envelope of the
glider and its structural failure
need give rise to no concern.

XC finale

FORMER British distance

holder Peter Hargreaves looks set to
win the National XC League for the
first time.

With winter wave providing the only
opportunity for any more distance
flights,
Bailey needs to do an ‘'impossible”
55-mile flight to catch him.

| The final XC table will again be

published in February Wings! and

record

two times winner Robert

FLIGHT
BRIEFS

Respite
for
Horcum

HANG gliding at the
Hole of Horcum in
North Yorkshire looked
to have won a stay of
execution as Wings!
went to press,

Flying at the historic
site of the Embassy
Nationals has for the
last year been under

strict terms  agreed
between the George
Cayley club and the
North York Moors
National Park. But
club officials were

angry when the first they
learned of the park
committee’s new plans

to ban flying was on
reading the Yorkshire
Post.

Now, after a meeting
with park officers, a
compromise appears
possible to allow flying

while still preventing
serious errosion which
is giving rise to
CONCerT.

The main problem is
on the site's main
southwesterly bowl
which 1is also used
extensively by Rick

Ware's Northern School
of Hang Gliding. The
site is less favoured by
more experienced pilots
who would rather
accept the problem of
shared airspace with
sailplanes at Sutton
Bank than hack
Horcum's notorious
turbulence.

Frater
goes

TED Frater has
resigned as the BHGA's
Airspace Co-ordinator
after council rejected
the principle that he be
more adequately
compensated for his
efforts.

Council policy at
present is that
voluntary officials are
refunded only for petrol

expenses, telephone
calls and other out-of-
pocket costs.

Ted continued to do
the airspace work for
the last eight months
after relinquishing his
council post at this
yvear's annual meeting.

e See Air Mail, page 11.
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ASK a student of hang gliding who
has had the greatest influence on
glider design over the years and,
chances are, they might tell you
“Bill Moyes" or maybe Roy Haggard
whose Dragonfly was responsible for
the quantum leap from Rogallo wing
and who, in the Comet, pioneered
the enclosed floating crosstube.

A few might suggest others, like Bob Tram-
peneau of Seedwings, but | doubt whether
many would think automatically of our own
Miles Handley.

John levers, boss of Hiway hang gliders
reckons to change all that.

True, a pedant might suggest Handley has
never really influenced hang glider design,
so much as stood accepted design concepts
on their head.

Indeed, if you presented him with a bottle
of wine and asked him to invent a tool
for uncorking it, the chances of him simply
rediscovering the corkscrew would be slim —
=1 such is his ability to distance himself from a
| problem to achieve an analytical solution to
“1it. Not so much a designer of hang gliders,
{ he is a rarer bird, a sort of design “trouble-
shooter” by trade.

He fits the part well: tall, bearded, a little
dishevelled, he brings to mind a sort of
Magnus Pike figure, but without the arm-
waving eccentricity. In fact his manner is
quite the opposite, being generally soft-spoken
and unassuming.

Born 52 years ago in Surrey, his design
career began as a teenager servicing aircraft
at Croydon.

Among the aircraft flying from Croydon was
Douglas Bader's Gemini.

‘Officialdom
made me
fed-up’

Bader was forever complaining about the
slow action on the brakes — a shortcoming
that was smartly remedied by Handley and
his mates who replaced the hydraulic spag-
hetti with a simple knuckle joint system.

“It worked magnificently,” recalled Handley,
“but the Air Registration Board made us take
it off again. That jacked me off with
officialdom a bit.”

It was that disenchantment with the man-
oeuverings among the top brass of any major
concern that eventually led Handley to call
it @ day, take a hefty pay cut and return
to the hang gliding this Spring after five
years out of it.

His design career before that has seen him
working on just about everything from micro-
scopes to time lapse photography, from tanks
to the TSR2, from sports cars to machines
for filing jam tarts.

He designed the Deva sports car in the 50s
and claims to have built the first fully

Miles Handley:

STAN ABBOTT visits Tredegar to meet the man with
the heavy burden of finding a winning design for Europe’s

biggest manufacturer.

The

Alien — .
‘at the

limits’ h
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For ten years, he and his wife Jill ran a
company working exclusively for United Biscuits
automating their production line. And yet
Miles Handley has not one formal qualifi-
cation to his name.

‘I think

best

in bed’

“My quality is lateral thought and you have
to apply lateral thought... which | do best
lying in bed at night.

“It's hard work — vyou lhe in bed for two
hours analysing everything, going through the
whaole thing.

“When you are lying down with no in-
terruptions you can hold more information in
your head at any one time.

“It's like building a house of cards — you
can't do it if someone opens the door and
lets the draught in. You have got to open
your mind to how ideas could be applied
and then you can make use of ideas that
you would not normally.””

The Handley approach to design was first
applied to hang gliders in the mid-70's, with
the tailed Gulp.

His flying career had begun some time ear-
lier when he bought plans from Len Gabriels
and, leaping off Mill Hill, became one of the
first fliers in the South,

“Then Jill and | formed the Southern Hang
Gliding Club, which made it the first in the
country."”

The Gulp, of course, threw the accepted
Rogallo configuration out of the window and
was essentially a high aspect wing with a fixed
tailplane for pitch stability.

“| always like to look on alternative methods,”
said Handley. "“Because a system is work-
ing, even working well, does not mean to
say it couldn't work better.

“l learned a lot from the Gulp — like how
ghders can suddenly become divergent. The
performance was actually way above anything
of the time, as far as Rogallos went, but
the handling was way below. The hotter
pilots who could manage the Gulp tended to
buy them until the SST came along."

One "hotter” pilot who eagerly followed
the Handley developments was Johnny Carr
and he was ready to sacrifice the handling
for the performance advantages of the Gryphon
| which again abandoned convention, trading
the drag-inducing crosstube for a bowsprit
and high aspect ratio wing.

“It was only the fact that Johnny didn't
learn how to fly it that made him come second
in the World Championships. He was over-
shooting — in fact you could put a pair
of boots down and land in them."

The Gryphon | was “heavy” in handling
but the htting of up-draggers — actioned by
a vertical extension of the hang point — made
it “just about acceptable to Johnny and one

"l was a bit spoilt by Johnny because he
tended to put performance before handling —
probably only Johnny could do that.

“Really | was building purely for myself
but | eventually succumbed to people jumping
around with pound notes.

“The Gryphon Il was a development from
the Gryphon | with a wider nose angle,
higher aspect ratio, basically the same sort
of construction, but smaller plan.

“The increased aspect ratio meant an
increased torque arm so it handled better —
it was quite reasonable under weightshift —
and it had good performance for that time.

"Wasp spoilt

the

Gryphon+

“Primarily it was something | was building
for myself and Johnny, then Wasp took it
over and screwed it up, in my opinion.
They just couldn't make it. The only one
they made that was any good was the copy
of mine that Keith Reynolds flew. With
Wasp's methods there was no way they could
control the sails accurately enough. There
was no attempt at cutting panels to a pattern
and Robin Haynes stuck his oar in as well
so none of the Wasp gliders came anywhere
near the original two machines for either
min sink or glide angle.”

Handley's harsh words perhaps do less than
justice to the fine reputation the Gryphon
subsequently enjoyed as a fast machine, way
ahead of its time.

“"Gryphons” were certainly sold until very
recently on the German market where the
modern Fafnir is really just a refinement of the
Gryphon.

In Britain, however, Wasp gliders dissolved
amid scandal when the cunning way in which
the Haynes brothers had been feathering their
nest via the National Hang Gliding Association
was revealed. The BHGA was born out of
that furore around the same time that Miles
Handley piled in downwind on Beachy Head
and broke his shoulder blade, prompting him
to quit flying. "l was the idiot who always
tested the sky for everyone else. | did fly
afterwards but | couldn’t get round to enjoy-
ng it."”

After five years Handley was becoming in-
creasingly disenchanted with the business
world: and Hiway too were having their prob-
lems.

PeieT JORES NC




Sertnag Gray phoro

Sheve Thomipsan e

Hiway's ‘troubleshooter’

Johnny

Carr,

above, on

his Gryphon Il
and, below,
the Fafnir —
Handley
influence

at work

Hiway, founded way back in 1970 when
levers and co. were students at Brighton,
had made a positive decision to grow from
“cottage industry’’ to engineering company
when they took advantage of government
grants and moved lock, stock and barrel
to the Welsh Valleys.

The company was soon split by the
departure of Steve Hunt to form his own
microlight company, leaving the Hiway develop-
ment programme in disarray.

“Steve wanted to go very much to power
and the rest of the company, me In par-
ticular, saw that we should still maintain a
very substantial stake in the hang gliding
market where we already had our own dis-
tribution network where there was the cap-
acity for producing and selling a substantial
number of machines,” said levers.

Bob England came in as designer to be
succeeded by Bill Payne.

“Bob had the right ideas but couldn’t apply
them. Bill had application but was pretty
short of ideas. If the two had worked
logether as a team they would probably have
done pretty well.”

Hunt's Vulcan was a fiasco, largely
because of an unjustifiably poor public image.
It was a good machine geared for glide at
speed at a time when competitions were
suddenly all about sink rate... and so that's
what the market wanted.

The evergreen Super Scorpion saw the com-
pany through, with the Demon, and a new
supership, the Alien seemed all set to take
the market by storm earlier this year. Despite
glowing reports and a substantial publicity build-
up, the Alien never saw production. The
machine seemed to perform brilliantly, but the
stresses on the materials, particularly the fibre
glass tips, were such that it could not be
kept in tune. To counter the problems,
said levers, would have meant increasing the
weight to an unacceptable level.

Hiway needed someathing new -
“tomorrow’’. The Handleys had been con-
templating retirement to Wales. It merely

meant advancing plans a decade or so!

“"Miles came in half way through the Alien
and said ‘you are banging your head up
against a brick wall trying to get more out
of the materials than they are capable of "
said levers.

Handley added: "“We did too much work
basically discovering that the stresses involved

in taking the conventional type of glider any
further were too great. You could have
worked vyour butt off for a year and got
another one per cent.

"When | first came into hang gliding, the
graph of performance was still climbing quite
nicely.”’

But, after five years, Handley could see little
significant performance difference between the
top machines.

“My conclusion was that we were squeez-
ing the last few ounces and the only way
we were going to get a reasonable jump
in performance was to look and ask ‘are
we doing the right thing?'.

“One of the main structural snags with the
Alien was getting sufficient tension to keep
your billow and wash-out within reasonable
bounds. Once you got that, the thing was
virtually uncontrollable and the matenals were
out of their limits.

“We were at limits of

the wing warp

initiated by weightshift control so we started
locking at aerodynamic controls initiated by
weightshift.”

John | evers, left, and Keith Cockcroft,
Handley's "eyes and ears”

Basically we have now got a rigid wing
but it's built within the same sort of parameters
and techniques as a conventional hang glider.
It breaks down and controls like a conventional
hang ghder.

“"We.already know that weightshift is not

what controls a hang glider — weightshift
just induces changes in the structure and
aerodynamics, that is wingwarping. We are

having to balance the flexibility of the glider
against the performance and we get nearer
and nearer to the limit.

“When | left the sport, the Gryphon was
pretty near the limit but | don't think the
Gryphon was the hassle to control that the
fifth generation machine 5. Thee's been a

Jim Padroza on a Gryphon |, pictured
by Paul Skeets

Hertina Gray phato

25 per cent improvement in performance in |

the five years since | left.”

So Handley and levers see the Alien basically ;';
as having been valuable in teaching the lesson, |

aglbeit a long and expensive one, that the

time was ripe to look for

rather than a "microhop.”

In Hiway's new machine, dubbed the “In-
cognito’” (the choice of name has been left |
open to help boost the launch impact] they |-
in af
design which both claim owes more to the |

believe that leap has been achieved

Gryphon than its more obvious cousins.

‘I tend to
throw it
on to paper’

Handley reckons it took some four months |
of catching up before he was really au fait |
with the current flying scene and of course |

a new design |
concept to advance hang gliding by a leap :'-5

his industnal background means he operates f;.,:;-

in perhaps a more theoretical manner than

other designers who tend still to draw from [

the “"suck-it-and-see”’ tradition.
“Standing at the drawing board is the
donkey work — | think | am doing a lot

more drawing board work than other des- |:
Because of my previous experience |
paper |

Igners.
| tend to throw everything on
to work out the stresses etc.

to

“If you are designing equipment worth half |
to get |
| have always found maths |

a million quid
your sums right.
easy SO stressing

then you have got

15 straight forward once

you understand the basics of vector diagrams

etc.
“From there you go on to the flight en-

velope and the aerodynamics and the drag |

situation, loading etc.

“Qur glider is an aerodynamic, rigid machine |
s0 it follows the rules of aerodynamics. A |

conventional hang glider is a flexible mem-

brane so it's difficult to work out what it's |
going to do because you don't know how |

it's going to deflect and you can't really
pecify what your loading gradient is going
to be over the wing.
yvou have got a finite formula.”™

Once the basic concept was established, |

Handley built a model which performed unex-
pectedly well aboard a “wehicle test
and a full size prototype followed.

Various control combinations were tried and |

rejected with levers initially acting as test pilot
before Keith Cockcroft joined the team.

Said Handley: "l expected the fact that | |
wasn’'t flying now to be guite a handicap |

but it has not turned out that way. The
feedback from Keith has been so good that
| virtually feel | am flying it myself.”

So the Handleys are happily installed, having |

sold their house in the London stockbroker
belt to buy a converted terrace boasting a
commanding view from half way up the
Blorenge.

levers i1s happy too, as cerfain as anyone
ever can be in this business that he's got the
right combination working at Tredegar to
ensure that Hiway has a product worthy
of its status as Europe's biggest manufacturer.

“"We have got a good team. Keith is a
consultant at the moment but | feel that Keith
can play a major part in the future of the
company. He will really come into his own
when the product is launched., | see his
role far less as a test pilot and far more
in promotion and customer and product feed-

back."
Meanwhile, Handley's inventive mind
continues its fertile wanderings... he's now

working on a sailing boat to beat the world

With a rigid wing |

bed” |
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Hyphen:

HIWAY have teamed up with an
old friend from the days when
the Welsh manufacturer was
based at Brighton to produce
a naw soaring microlight.

The Ladybird, pictured right by
Steve Thompson, was previously
nick-named the Hyphen. It is
designed by Mike Campbell-Jones
who worked for Hiway and the
ill-fated Vulturelite in the early
days before going to Delta Ful-
mar in Belgium.

“Then | got my own ideas
and came back here,” said Mike
who is now based at Pandy.

Under an agreement with
Hiway, the Tredegar firm will

. '-‘_Pp prpw " ’Zﬁ

Ladybird

manufacture the three-axis air-
craft and Campbell-Jones Flying
Machines Ltd. will be respon-
sible for marketing.

Control is effected by wing-
warping., which, says the des-
igner, presents “‘vaery little ad-
verse yaw"

The interesting thing about
the Ladybird is its large wing-
span which, says Campbell-Jones,
makes for a glide of about 13-1,
or rather better than average
hang glider.

The 125¢c machine has been
soared at Pandy and should
soon be selling at around £3,000.

=pPprPowen

Engine breakthrough’

A LESSON in how to get more out
of a 125cc microlight engine than trad-
itional motors of twice the capacity

seems to be being taught by Hiway.

The Welsh firm is impeorting a purpose-designed
and huiITIIrikE engine from ltaly — the water-
cooled Hiro, which is basically a 34hp motor

The

trade-off, says Hiway's John levers, is ‘“‘superb

cycle endurance engine detuned to 24hp.

reliability”.

That reliability, it is claimed, is also increased by
the water cooling, countering one of the big
problems affecting the life of air-cooled micro-
light power units. Traditionally, engines are run

at high revs during take-off, leading to over- to the air-cooled 250cc Robin which actually
Trikes bound for the
market are assembled with the engine there.

heating. That owverheating is then difficult
overcome when the airflow is subsequently reduced

Steve Hunt back...

FORMER BMAA president Steve Hunt —

ousted from the committee at last year's
stormy AGM — won his committee place
back at this year's meeting, held last month
in Wolverhampton (writes Harry Unsworth).

Joining him is Gerry Breen, another major
figure in the microlight world.

The meeting was attended by 300 members
who wanted to support their organisation
in its fight against the red tape and moun-
ting restrictions imposed by the CAA during
the past six months.

The "Year of the Licence' was mooted by
BMAA Chairman Graham Andrews who also
stated that £50,000 had been taken out of
the sport by CAA legislative measures.

On an even sadder note the 'Year of the
Scorpion’ (microlight 3 axis) had not helped
the public (or offical)l image of microlight
aircraft or their pilots. Indeed it is rumoured
that one more fatal accident before the start
of next season could ground the total mem-
bership!

It was agreed that there were licensing
problems still to be overcome to help the
sport to get moving; and a proposal will
be put to the CAA to ‘open up’ the cer-
tificate "A’ once again.

This entitles the holder to operate a micro-
light within 8km. of any take off point
outside controlled airspace and would
obviously benefit hang glider pilots with
trike units who simply wish to do some
local flying when conditions are unsuitable
for free flying.

flight.

drive.

distributor in Italy,” explained levers. “He

and better.

“"He said ‘ltalian industry has got to be able to
make the definitive trike engine’ so he invested
a lot of his own money into work with Hiro

to develop this engine.”’

to weighs the same.

It was also suggested that weight shift
and 3-axis control be split but that the
BMAA would still be responsible overall
for microlight flying regardless of method
of flying control.

To avoid the doubling of dates at fly-
ins in 1983 an events officer will be co-
opted from the committee to organise flying
activities.

These will include the annual London/
Paris air race, Isle of Wight and Long
Marston competitions and a possible Woburn
fly-in — plus a team event to Marrakesh
(needless to say owing to the necessity
for basic naviagtion, Mark Thatcher is
unlikely to be in the team line up!)

The Training Officer, lan Stokes, reported
that the BMAA now has more than 100
appointed instructors, and examiners are to
be elected to monitor and maintain a pro-
fessional level of instruction throughout the
UK.

A basic manual should be included with
each sale giving exact procedures on setting
up, daily inspections, pre-flight checks etc.
and this should be mandatory and enforced
by law if necessary. More local safety
officers at club level should also be appoin-
ted.

Graham Andrews was re-elected chairman
in a close fight with Steve Hunt -—
Graham's vote being 110 to Steve Hunt's
99. John Wincott was re-elected treasurer
and other council members are Bruce
Giddings, Brian Cosgrove, Julian Dodswell
and lan Stokes.

by throttling back for typical straight and level

The engine also incorporates an internal gearbox
gliminating the need for an external belt reduction

“The whole thing started with Alex Leusch, our

one of the early trikes back and flew it quite
a lot but he wanted something more powerful

Hiway is now promoting the engine in preference

wPPEPL Powen

MORE details of the naw Air-

wave/Mainair Skydart, announ-
ced in October Wings!, are now
available.

It is based on the Tri-flyer
airframe with a few modifi-
cations: has an aerodynamic
fabric and fibreglass cockpit
fitted with AS|I and altimeter
as standard.

The fully-folding cockpit
allows instant and easy glider
attachment, and a new type of
glidear connector will make
flying and control pleasant and
light, promises the company.

The single front wheel
assambly is fitted with a ball
raise head assembly, and a front
brake is standard. The Skydart
is powerad by a 330cc Robin
angine.

Airwave Gliders, who are
manufacturing the glider and
attachment  assembly, have
developed the wing specifically
for the project, and the Skydart
will be in production soon.

Bob Calvert received his award for
satting the official world microlight al-
titude record. He is pictured here with
Rick Wilson who collates all records for
BMAA and BHGA.
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Watch out!

Dear Stan —

The following is a sequel to the Mere picture spread by Steve

Thompson.

Steel watch straps can be a flying hazard, but can
as did my own at the Mere 82 weekend.
Wings! 1 was surprised to see two pictures in the centre spread depicting
my exploits of lying and flying — lying under the nose of my medium
Typhoon and flying in the Bog Rog in an effort to dethrone Bunny Smith.

Of the many nil wind take-offs I have performed, this was my
cause embarrassment and of course there was a reason, which I feel

obliged to warn other pilots of.

After about two strides my steel watch strap sprang open, to slide down

Blood,sweat

and tears!
_and tears:

and trap between the upright
and my hand. It being a very
warm day, I was not wearing
gloves which would have
prevented the strap from
getting into a position for
concern. To relieve the pain I
then transferred hand
from upright to bottom bar —
with disastrous results, as the
picture shows.

One must, in a nil-wind take-
off, keep firmly hold of the
uprights in order to maintain
the correct angle of attack
while running like a bat out of
hell to attain flying speed,
transferring hands to control
bar when airborne.

Usually a nose-in attempting
a nil-wind take-off proves
rather expensive, as uprights
are often bent or even broken.
At Mere I was lucky in
passing clean through the A-
frame without touching the
sides.

After removing my watch,
carrying the glider back and
checking for any damage
{thankfully none) I took off
about five minutes after the
mishap with no problem what-
ever.

TONY TURNER
Uckfield,

get one noticed,
On receiving the October

first to

Dear Stan -

Re: Tow Meeting Inquiry. I am writing
in connection with the report which 1
was asked to prepare into the tow meet-

ing accident on June 6.

My report

took three months to prepare — a very

Dear Stan —

In reply to Dave Syrret's letter
about BHGA and, more to the
point, council. I think you have
answered the more statistical
points very well but, as a new
co-optee 1 feel he needs refresh-
ing or enlightening on the works
carried out by council.

I was once like Dave, ignorant
of ecouncil, critical, cynical
perhaps? But then I volunteered
to help, and my chosen field was
training (as a former instructor
and a club coach). Does he know

just how much work is done?
I will mention only training
because that is my first-hand

knowledge of council. Since I was
co-opted, I have taken four days
off work al my own expense
(1 am self-employed.) Bob Harri-
son and I have sat up till 2.30am
working on exams and require-
ments for members and schools,
on more than one occasion!

It was, however, sub-
mitted to BHGA's Chair-
man on September 8.

Since then there have
been two council
meetings and the report
has not, so far as I am
aware, even been

council members
meelings once every six

I arrive home at gone
midnight and others probably
later. We have visited schools,
Sports Council seminars, club
agms etc. all in order to gain
information to aid our members.
I usually have to work on BHGA
business three or four evenings
a week after my own work.

It is a thankless task as what-
ever you do someone will dislike
it. If Dave Syrret you feel council
does nothing please feel free to
get off your butt; join us for a
free ride!

I know you'll soon change your
tune. All council works very hard
to get things done and 1 hope you
may now appreciate it a bit more
and answer such questions when
next asked.

ends and all
attend
weeks.

DAVE CLAYTON
Chairman, BHGA training

E. Sussex.

He usually has to work week-

Putting the record
straight

Dear Stan —

I have just seen November Wings!
and write to correct an erroneous
report on page 16 concerning the
death of microlight pilot Alan Foun-
tain, which includes a reference to
myself.

I did not in any way help Mr.
Fountain to design and build his
microlight, and the only connection
between Huntair and the craft was
that the engine unit and some other
materials used in its construction
were purchased from my company
by Mr. Fountain's colleague, Mr.
Johnstone.

The wings of the craft had already
been built by the time Mr. Johnstone
first approached us for materials,
and in fact I have never met Mr.
Fountain nor seen the craft other
than in photographs taken after it
was completed. 1 understand that
Mr. Fountain and Mr. Johnstone had
been active aeromodellers and had
entered the microlight world from
that direction. 1 did not have any
input into their design, nor was I

10

asked to make any by them.

I understand that they and a friend
who was an active pilot had been
flying the machine for some months
very successfully — although I have
no information on the number of
hours achieved — and that they then
decided to modify the aerodynamic
controls from a spoiler system to an
aileron system. [ believe that the
fatal accident occurred on an initial
flight with the new system, and that
the generally accepted reason was
pilot inexperience/error, although the
inquest report will doubtless become
available in due course.

Your report is clearly open to the
interpretation that I had an input
into the design and construction of
the craft. In fact my involvement
with this tragic case was no more
than as a commercial supplier of
components which have not been
called into question.

STEVE HUNT,
Director, Huntair Litd.,
Sussex.

committe, Sutton, Surrey.

long delay on my part.

discussed. 1 have had
no contact from council
even to say that the
report is rubbish!

I have not even had
an acknowledgement of
its receipt.

While I accept respon-
sibility for the delay in
writing the report, I can
not accept the delay in
its being read. 1 can
only suggest to anyone
with an interest in tow-
ing who is still obeying
BHGA's instruction to
suspend these activities
to contact council mem-
bers as soon as possible
to press for a decision
on this report.

GERRY STAPLETON

Eaglescliffe,

Cleveland.

* Gerry W gquile Fight — there
has been a delay in considering
the report. However, within
fwwo days of receipt of his

repart, three copies were circil-
ated al council’s meeling, with
instructions for one of them (o
be  duplicated oand . seni  fo
inlerested partics.  Thal copy
went missing and this resulied
in @ month's deloy n aclion
being faken,

The situglion s now rectificd,
all council members have beoen
circulaled and fully considered
recommendalions will be made
to cournctl by Jim Taggar! and
Hob Harrison ax o whatl — in
the light of Gerry's repori —
BHGA policy should be,

Roy Hill

Licence to snap?

Dear Stan —

I understand thal an ex-
pensive licence is req-
uired for aerial photo-
graphy when carried
out on a commercial
basis with a light air-
craft. If this is the
case, does a (rike
pilot require the same
licence if he wishes
to sell photographs
taken from the air?

I would also like to hear
any other comments
readers of Wings! may
have on the whole
subject of aerial pho-
tography i.e. what
type of cameras, neg.
size, lenses etc.

SIMON WROE,
Yelverton,
Devon.

* The CAA confirms
that to carry out ANY
commercial work
from a powered air-
craft, a commercial
pilot’s licence is req-
uired, This applies
even o passengers, 50
if you take a photo-
grapher with you on a
two-up trike and he/
she subsequently sells
the pictures, YOU are
in breach of the
“pleasure or iraining
oy’ rule.

There is as yel no
special “‘commercial™
microlight pilot's
licence as the general
commercial licensing
requirements are lied
in with the airworthi-
ness question. In the
ciase of microlights
this is, of course,
currently wunder dis-
cussion — FEd.
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What should be done to stop

Dear Stan —

Motivated by your editorial in
October Wings! here are some
more ideas that could be food for
thought.

It seems to me that hang gliding is
sliding into crisis in this country. Mem-
bership is undergoing a decline, sites are
threatened, accidents occur with frighten-
ing regularity and, perhaps more import-
ant, incidents that could result in accident
go largely unreported.

Training methods leave a lot to be
desired — there is a lack of standard-
isation of technique and help for post-Pls
trying to advance their skills. Other air
users are poorly informed about our craft
and their capabilities. The activities of
BHGA council and its committees are a
mystery to most members and shortcom-
ings are often highlighted while successes
go unnoticed.

Why has all this happened? It's hard
to say but I believe our sport has evolved
away from the activities of a few well
known individuals (some of whom are still
making the news winning comps. and
breaking records) towards a mass of un-
known club members. It is these club
members that have gradually been alien-
ated from the core of BHGA. The BHGA
has tackled some heavyweight problems
and generally done an excellent job but
has perhaps neglected the club system.
I'm sure that many of the problems that
face us could be solved by increased
communication at club level,

0o

Let's have a look at our biggest problem
— we simply have far too many acci-
dents which get bad publicity and so
keep membership low. Yet we all seem
to accept accidents as a way of life!
The fact is that ALIL accidents are pre-
ventable. The post-P1 flier is most at
risk and should get more help from within
the club network and from schools.
about to make a mistake or advise him
on a site's idiosyncrasies.

As club secretary I have no real way
of checking the competence of a visiting
flier and as an Instructor I know how
inexperienced a P1 actually Iis. Just

because someone turns up with a Typhoon
8" or Magic it doesn't necessarily follow

the rot?

that they are competent pilots. The plain
fact of the matter is that people are being
allowed to fly unhelped and unwatched,
who shouldn’'t really be allowed to for
their own safety. On their safety depends
the future of our sport so we have to
be responsible about this.

I feel the following ideas deserve dis-
cussion as possible remedies:-
1) Log books and their use should be
promoted. Log books should be given to
all new BHGA members, paid for through
the initial subscription surcharge. At reg-
ular intervals these log books should be
signed by a club official, instructor or
observer, to certify them as being correct.
Before a visiting flier is allowed on a
club's sites his log book should be ins-
pected. A photocopy of relevant pages
sent with countersigned signatures would
suffice in most cases. As club secretary
I would be looking for evidence of the
ability to fly safely on sites similar to
those in our area, for evidence of the
number of flights and of airtime.
2) Seminars should be run for club off-
icials to inform them of problems so that
they can be tackled at club level. A
small get-together in the back room of
a pub for one day a year would do to
begin with. There should be more inter-
club communication through Wings! and
otherwise. Club activities and compet-
itions should be encouraged and given
more space in Wings!, along with club
diaries.
3) Wings! should publish a series of infor-
mation sheets (they need only be photo-
copies) which should include expert in-
formation on topics such as:-

a) Air law and hang gliding

b) Top landing technique

¢) Thermalling technique

d) Safety matters, accident statistics,

how to stay out of trouble.

e) Glider design history

f) Airworthiness eriteria and test results.

g) Take-off techniques.

h) Use of gadgets:- wvario altimeter,

French Connection etc.
These could be made available through

All letters should be sent to the Editor at
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Dear Stan —

Wings! touched a sore point.

Your forthright leader in October’s
As you
may know, I have asked council ur-

adverts in Wings! and througn clubs.
Information published in Wings! is very
good, but has a ‘'life'. These sheets
could be updated each year to incorporate
new knowledge. They might even make
money!

4) The BHGA ought to build up a library
of videos and films on hang gliding and
related aviation activities such as sky-
diving, man-powered aircraft, parachuting
ete. This library ought to be published
and tapes etc. made available to clubs
and interested parties at reasonable rates.
5) Seminars should be held with other air
users. Club members should have the
opportunity to meet people from AOPA,
BMAA, PFA, CAA, BGA, RAF, BPA etc.
Perhaps the Royal Aero Club could assist
in starting this off. More communication
through relevant journals would be a good
thing. How many other air users realise
that our machines can climb to over
10,000 feet and fly more than 100 miles
without power? RAF pilots I've talked to
certainly don't.

6) Hang gliding must develop a better
corporate image. Schools, manufacturers,
agents and clubs should involve themsel-
ves with better public relations. Who
knows, if enough people co-operate, TV
ads on Channel 4 might be possible;
certainly ads on commercial radio would
be possible. Let's tell people what hang
gliding is all about NOW — we're still
left with the remnants of the “'Big Bang"
when hang gliding started in this country.
Hang gliders are still depicted as rag wings
plumeting from hills, piloted by members
of the Dangerous Sports Club!

I shall also have some hard thinking to
do with regards BMAA. We're finding
that people who come to our school to
learn about microlights end up with an
interest in hang gliding and EXPRESS-
ING SURPRISE at how safe it really is
compared with their concepts previously!

TIM WILLIAMS,
Secretary Mid-Wales HGC.,
Aberystwyth.

* Some of Tim's points are, coinciden-
tally, already being acted on by BHGA
officers and officials — Ed.

* See leader comment, page 3

Frater: why I quit,
and the issues

present, 16 voted YES, with no ab-
stentions except me (proposer). If
this is a guide as to what the mem-
bers want, then Council is out of

72 Hartley Avenue, Leeds LS6 2P and should be
signed and written CLEARLY on one side of the

paper only.

Bottle bank!

Dear Stan —

To those intermediate
pilots, like myself, con-
tinually in need of
“bottle"’, I strongly rec-
ommend Mike McMillan's
soaring course on the
Isle of Wight. Apart
from the “no fly — no
pay'' understanding, he

checks you out on a 60ft,
all wind direction train-
ing slope. A few of
these flights and you
can feel your bottle fill-
ing, after that the sky's

(wind's) the limit.
JACK DONALDSON,
Croydon.

gently to consider properly funding
essential BHGA work. This has been
refused and 1 have therefore resigned
my Air Space job,

Our club had a meeting last month
and I put forward a proposal as
follows. Does the membership want
essential work done on time, in a
professional manner, if YES, are
they prepared to pay for this to be
done. 1 also pro d that one extra
full time person should be able to do
all that needs to be done, viz the
test rig, air space, and sites. This
would put the cost of the annual
subscription up by £2.50 per vear.

I was surprised at the result. Of
the 17 fully paid-up club members

touch with the members, and should
put this important gquestion to the
whole of the membership as soon as
possible.

One member put is as follows.
All he wants to do is to go flying,
without hassle and in the secure
knowledge that all the ground work
has been properly done, technically,
legally and locally. For this he is
willing to pay. I certainly am and I
would be interested to know what
your club will say to this proposal,

and whether my club is biased
because I am in it.

TED FRATER,

Corfe Caste,

Dorset,

1
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Please send Lightweight' Thermal oversuit Chest Size.....................

O,_Zw Thermal Insulated One Piece Oversuit

Designed specificaly for Sports Aviation | £49.50
incl. p. & p.

WIND & WATER RESISTANT - LIGHTWEIGHT - WASHABLE - HIGH QUALITY
Designed to give warmth and comfort at high altitude and on exposed sites
without the need to wear additional heavy clothing. This has been achieved by

using a recently developed thermal insulation which has been used on the major ;
British Himalayan Expeditions in 1981/2 including Mt. Everest (29,028 ft.) and Mt.
Kongur (25,325 ft.), and by the Army Alaskan Expedition as it gives approx twice
the warmth of most other insulations of equal thickness including down and
fibrefills.

The suits give complete freedom of movement and comfort, have been
extensively used in Hang Gliding, Microlighting and Free Fall Parachuting, and
used by British Teams in International Competitions.

FEATURES INCLUDE " Fully opening design - SIMPLY ZIP IT ON - ZIP IT OFF.
" Weighs approx 480zs.

" Constructed of high quality waterproofed Polycoton outer,
150 gr "Thinsulate thermal insulation, nylon inner lining,
fully guaranteed non metalic zips, and with two patch
pockets having deep velcro secured overflaps.
COLOURS:- Mid Navy with matching zips and trim. Royal Blue with navy
zips and trim.

or please debit my
SIgNatUre ..........ccevvvieieininciicce s

ACCESS/BARCLAYCARD NO. ....ocovoiiiiiiieiinieieesissnesicimems vt sns s sesn b snssnnns

..Pair(s) Thermal Insulated Waterproof Boot size (Normal Shoe Size) ...........ccoeeieeeienn.
Address

Thermal Insulated Waterproof Boots

GUARANTEED WATERPROOF - GUARANTEED WARM

Quick grip sole - Removeable and washable Thermal lining - Light and Comfortable - Full Range of
Sizes up to 111/ - Colour OLIVE

| enclose my Cheque/Postal Order forthe sumolE........cccooveeene,

Pleasesend..............
I BT o o e B e T o M i
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AND FRIENDS




RiIgid wing canard

As Hiway are poised to launch their spoiler-controlled rigid wing, this il
design, by ROBERT HUEY, of Belfast, revives the canard concept and
uses weightshift-operated “roll amplifiers” to turn.
yaw springs immediately to mind, but the design is not published as a
definitive concept — merely to provoke thought and discussion.

A Ao .
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THIS model was designed with the
idea of providing a theoretical base
from which a hang glider proto-
type could be built.

It is hoped that this prototype
would meet demands for a high
speed, high glide ratio, low sink
rate machine, capable of advancing
cross-country flight.

This prototype benefits from the
advantages of a double surface
wing and a 180° nose angle but,
s shll portable and easy-to-assemble.
This is made possible by

1. A different structural principle.

2. A new approach. to control

surfaces.

The structural principle (patent
pending) comprises a main wing
(shown at 180° nose angle although
this could vary if required). The
two crossbooms are enclosed in
the wing in such a way that
the centre of lift lies between the
two crossbooms.

: |I. - Hﬂh"“-x.

The doubla-surface membrane in
the main wing is obtained by hol-
ding the wing fabric to the
required section by ribs of alum-
inium sheet and structural foam,
or a similar lightweight alternative.
These ribs can be slid along the
crosshooms to allow the main
wing to fold down.

The kingpost is set to the rear
of the keel. The resulting couple
between vertical forces is resisted
by strengthening the keel along
that section.

Pitch damping and dive recovery
15 achieved using a canard set in
front of the centre of gravity.

Adverse yaw is countered by a
fixed rudder using the kingpost
for structural support. This is set
to the rear of the centre of gravity.

Roll control is achieved using a
new principle, patent panding. The
two outermost wing sections are
attached to the main structure at a
rotational bearing on the front
crossboom, and by either a shaft
or wire assembly, operated
through a cogwheel or similar
device, at the rear of the wing
section.

The roll-amplifier remains in the
horizontal position providing the
pilot is in the central position
at the A-frame.

The downward force equals the
upward force at each wing tp.
However, if the pilot moves to
the left or right the balance is

upset.

_I

The increased pressure under
the right wing and the reduced
pressure under the left wing en-
courage the left roll amplifier to
drop at the trailing edge, increas-
ing its angle of attack, and the
rght wing roll amplifier to rise
at the trailing edge, reducing its
angle of attack.

The forces encouraging one roll
amplifier to lift and the other to
drop are transferred from one roll
amplifier to the other using either
a wire or shaft transfer method,
{The drawing showing the shaft
method can be altered to include a
differential gearing in the mid-wing
section. This would allow the trail-
ing edge structural section (A)
to be the same distance from the
leading edge structural section (B)
in each roll amplifier.

These transfer methods en-
courage the wing to roll by in-
creasing the angle of attack on
one wing and reducing it on the
other, The forces that operate
are the same as those that act
on a single membrane wing, and
act to amplify the roll response.

It 15 suggested the hang glider
be made from the industry’s
“traditional” materials, except that
the four control surfaces, canard,
rudder, and two roll amplifiers,
could perhaps be made from a
structural foam or other similar
material.

The problem of adverse
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52 Crescent Road
Nether Edge, Shetlield 57 |HN
Telephone: Sheffield 585644 (STD 0742)

Sheffield Micro-Light Aircraft

Specialists in
Glass Fibre
Mouldings

FULL FRONT FAIRINGS

[Fits all Trikes and most Micro-Lights]

AT % 10"-13%” WHEEL FAIRINGS (per pair) .£30.00
14"-18" WHEEL FAIRINGS (per pair). . .£40.00

All British—525¢cc 45 h.p. Electric Start Power
Units available for Dual Machines including
Toothed Belts System and Exhaust

Special Bulk Purchase

Soaring Helmets £7' 5
®Med®Lge®Ex Lge 4 £150p. p.
Red, Blue, White, Yellow NO VAT

SPECIALIST MACHINING SERVICE
AVAILABLE FOR ALL MICRO-LIGHT PARTS
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No.1 — Flash-
back to January
Wings! and this shot of
Rory McCarthy after releasing
from a balloon.

The search

is on for the best

Wings! photo of 1982, with £20-
worth of wines and spirits for New

Year at stake.

That's the prize on offer to the winning

photographer

thanks to our sponsors,

Mainair Sports, of Rochdale.

In addition,

the winner

will receive

a specially-made certificate incorporating
the winning work which may be used
for publicity purposes next year.

But, to find that

—=-winner, we need YOUR

Published here is
a selection by the editor
of some of this year's
striking shots. You can
select wyour favourites
using the form provided
for a copy of itl and
sending it to: Wings!
Photo of the Year, 72,
Hartley Ave, Leeds LSE
2LP to arrive by Decem-
ber 22.

Your number one
choice scores three
“points”; no.2, two

points; no.3, one point.
You can also select any
other picture not shown

on these pages, stating
the issue of Wings! and
the page on which it
appearad. The only stp-

ulation IS that the
picture should have
appeared on editorial,

not advertising, pages
and should have a "Brit-
ish connection’.

To encourage votes, a
£5 prize will go to the
sender of the best ans-
war to the guestion
"what makes a 'good’
hang gliding photo-
graph!” — so use your
skill (in not mora than
30 words, pleasa).

No.2. —

Rounding a pylon, left, at Mere by

Steve Thompson (Dct Wings!)

No.6. (right) — Graham Slater and
4 Mike McMillan pictured flying out
over the Needles
pheric shot by Michael
April Wings!

No.4. (below] —

in this atmaos-
Ward in

Tony Hughes

flartens his groundcrew. July Wings!,
Barry Wilkinson.

No.3. lleftl — Champions! as pictured on the winners’ rostrum
at Millau by Stan Abbott (September Wings!)




Picture of the Year award

No.9. (above] — this aerial pan-
orama of Cornizolla, Italy was taken
by Mark Junak and formed the
colour cover of August Wings!

No.5 [above left] — Ralph Bygott captured

rounding a pylon by Steve Thompson at the
Isle of Wight.

No.7. (abovel] — Mick Pollard high over the
Sierras, March Wings!

No.10. (rightl — Norman Lomax captures the
concentration on the face of Jim Brown as
he goes for the spot (August Wings!)

No.11. (above)l — another all action
shot by Steve Thompson — this time
of Dave Perrin clipping a pylon (May
Wings!)

Voting slip |

lFirst choice.......coovuss No.(lorother)............
Second choice........... o e R e
IThirdchuice.“.”” ..... NO. ... iiiiiinnnnnsns

No.8. (abovel — Dave
Bazeley was quick to catch
this shot of a double para
chute deployment at Millau

(September Wings!) L_ . - — p— - —

Where not choosing from pictures featured here, please state
Ir‘ssue, page and other refevant details on a separate sheet.
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CAN YOU AFFORD NOT TO INSURE?

The following Personal Accident Insurances are applicable to United Kingdom basid BHGA members and are effective throughout Europe
Powered hang-gliding and microlight cover can be included for BHGA members at no extra cost to rated and well qualified pilots.

PERSONAL ACCIDENT BENEFITS IN THE EVENT OF A HANG GLIMNG ACCIDENT
CAPITAL SUM WEEKLY BEMNEFIT
IN THE EVENT QOF DEATH, LOSS OF EYE/'LIMB {OR LISE FAID UP TO 104 WEEKS (EXCLUDING FIRST 14 DAYS) FOR S0 LONG AS DOCTOR
THEREQF) OR PERMAMNENT TOTAL DISABILITY CERTIFIES ¥OU TOTALLY UNABLE TO FOLLOW NORMAL OCCUPATION
e Renewal M e Renawal
Code Capital Sum Bernefit Premium  Minimum Code Weokly Benolit Pramium Presmnium NOTE: Benefits are normally paid at end
AL E 5000 E 25.00 E20.00 D20 E20 per weak £15.00 F12.00 of Disablement period — but in cases of
AG £ 6.000 £ 30,00 £24.00 D30 E£30 per wiok £22.50 F18.00 hardshipwe can normally arrange a
A0 E£10.000 E 50.00 E40.00 [0 E£40 parweek E30.00 £24.00 cheque each four weeks after benefit
A5 15 000 £ 75.00 £650.00 D50 £50 perweek F37.50 £30.00 stars
AZD E20.000 £ 100,00 EE 0,0 D&0 E60 parweek £45.00 E36.00
For manufacturers, their employees and pilots on developmentdisplay flying please add 50% 1o the above premiums,

Mo Proposal Form required, provided you are between 16 and 65, can warrant you are fit and declare any serious accidents or illnesses during past five years, we can normally
give cover immediately we receive your NAME, ADDRESS, AGE, DCCUPATION, GLIDER DETAILS, BHGA OR CLUB MEMBERSHIP NUMBER AND CHECQLUE

Give Pilot Rating hours, expenence and types to be flown if powered hang-gliding or microlight cover required.

PLEASE GIVE YOUR WIFE'S FLILL NAME IF YOU WISH HER NAMED AS BENEFICIARY IN THE EVENT OF YOUR DEATH

GLIDER ALL RISKS (GROUND] COVER UK. ONLY

Policy excludes Flight Accidents but covers every accidental ground risk that we have yet thought of, e.g. Theft, Damage resulting from Car Accident, ete. (Excluding first £20.00
cach claim, Ihcludes 30 days in Europe each year

GLIDER VALUE £500 FREMILIM E12.00 GLIDER VALUE 800 PREMILIM £18.00
GLIDER VALLIE £600 PREMIUM £14.00 GLIDER VALUE C900 PREMILM £20.00
EACH ADDITIONAL £50 VALUE—ADD £1.00 PREMIUM, RATES FOR SYNDICATES CLUBS ETC.. ON APPLICATION

Thaft from car at night or unattended - now covered up to 75% of valua

LIFE, ENDOWMENT, HOUSE PURCHASE AND PENSION INSURANCE

Companies are now competing for BHGA busineas. Wa have several schemes for BHGA meambers providing House Purchase, Endowmaent, Investmeni and Retiremant
Insurance, including Pansions - all with the very top flight UK. companias

THERE NEED BE NO PREMIUM LOADING TO COVER THE HANG GLIDING RISK
We have arranged special terms for BHGA Members and we will gladly quote if you will write or telephona, outlining your requirements:

REGGIE SPOONER INSURANCE BROKER FOR THE BHGA, CLIFTON HOUSE, BATH ROAD, COWES, Isle af Wight PO31 7RH. TELEPHONE (0983) 522676 (0983) 202305

I yoer Accident or Glder Certificate does nol meol your precise reguirements we will aladiy refund




(See map on facing page)

Clubs contacts list

HAVING a flying holiday?

Or just

putting the glider on the roofrack

while making a

“business trip’’?

Whichever, this latest clubs contacts
list will be invaluable.

The

information was the

latest available

to the Taunton office on 5/11/82.

Even if you have flown
a hill before, remember that
site rules etc. may have

changed — alternative or
better sites may have
become available.

Itinerant  flyers  have

written to us saying how
well they have been looked
after and how Contacts
Lists have made communi-
cation easier.

Often holidaymakers can
phone a contact each mor-

ning and his/her local
knowledge of conditions
and weather has saved
frustration, wasted time

and petrol.

Many clubs have arrange-
ments for temporary mem-
bership and make available
printed information on their
sites,

Fliers coming to visit the

UK may not know the
south eastern part of the
country is mostly flat and
densely populated. Sites
are scarce and the few that
we have in the areas of
clubs numbered 7,9,10,11,
12,13,14,17,18 and 19 can
get very crowded at week-
ends,

Public
Party)
the UK is essential. If
visitors from outside the
UK do not have such cover
_thﬂv can obtain it by join-
ing the BHGA,,

Thanks to club secretaries
for sending in details of
changes. Please continue
to keep us informed so
that the lists we publish
every six months in
December and June are as
up to date as possible.

Liability (Third

" England

1. KERNOW H.G.C.

Secratary: Roger Full, "Tradenek'',
Towenack Road, Rosawall Hill St
vas, Cormwall, Tel, St.lves 790651
(work] & 796140 (homa). Dave
Barsley: St. Columb BBOMSI Mich
Barclay: MNewquay 2656  Billy
Scott: S5t. Columb BB05E8.

(HMS Dolphin, formery club No.B,
15 Mo defunct)

9. SOUTHERN H.G.C.
Secretary: Mike Robartson, 254
Surrendon Road, Brighton. Tel,
Brghton 553286 Dave Blueati:
Paddock Wood 4240 Johnmy Carr:
Burgess Hill 42324 Eddie Hors-
field: 01-684-4772,

Insurance walid in

16. MALVERN

Secratary:  Geolf Weighall, &3
Perton, Soke Edsth, Hereford,
Tel: Tarrington 332, Ken Shail:
Malvarn B9 [(homal
work). Tony Jones: Malvein
6574, Bran James: 021.-422.6837.

17. MERCIAN

Faul WVenus, 13 High Straet,
Barford, Wanwickshire. Tad
Barfosd B24373. Percy Moss
Kemnbworth 59624, Jorry  Byrne:
021-56-78140. Robin Bdlingion:
Kanibworth 58705

1. NORTHAMPTON

Secretary:  Alan  Hughes, 249
Kettering FRoad, Northampton,
Tel: Northampton FIGERZ.  John
Sharp:  Northampton — B4B5T0
Roger Smith: Northampton 62822,
Barry Lndereeood: Leicagier
BG4633. Dick Callow: Daventry
71348

19. NORFOLK
Secretary: Graham ives, 30 Ashby
Streat, Morssch, Norolk, Tad:
Norwich 613654, Alan Snowling:
Dereham 2697 Ray Watering:
Walcott 6850701, Greg Thompson:
MNorasch 412142,

20. PEAK

Secretary: MNike Lanmore, 18
Chesterton Road, Spondon,
Derby. Tal. Derby 6682909, John

Clarke: Burton on Trent 43879,
Graham Bell: Derby 514342

21. SHEFFIELD
Secratary: John Harthman, Flat
7. 38 Brnchife Edge Road,
Sheffield., Tel: Sheffietd S82406.
Len Hull; Twdeswell B71289, Ron
James Mexborough S83232  Ed
Jowert: Sheffield 48800

22 PEMNNMNIMNE

Secretary; John Wood, 19 Daffodil
Clasa, Helmshore, Rossendake
Lancs. Tel: Rossendale 2786649,
Graham Hobson  061-373-4085.
Hughie McGovern: 061-707- 1389
(work) Horwich GBRIE [(homa
Phil Robinsan: Mellor 2077 (home)
Blackburm 55641 [work) Tony
Johnson: Bacup 5873

BE1S 29 LANARKSHIRE

Scotland

S0ARING
CLUB

Secratary: Laurence Waterson, 2
Miitan Park Sguare, Lasmahagow,
Lanarkshire, Tel: Lesmahagow
BN, Gordhion Murray:
Holytown BEI2580, Dawid Whitelaw
Wishaa 70033,

30, LOTHIAN

Secretary: Angus Keith, 28 Bnad
Crescent, Edinburgh. Ted: 031-
447-8609 Dava Brunton: 031
229-0383. lan Trotter: 0(31-552-
Tr3e.  John Whitfield: 031-347-
3048

LOMOND

Secretary: Peter  Finlay, No.l
Cottage, Mewion of Strathenny,
Leslie, Fife. Tel: Glenrothes

742882 Steve Byrna: Frvsr-
keithing 417447,

32, ANGUS
Secretary:  Alistair  Milne, 34

Frederick St., Dundes, Tayside,

D3 BRR. Tel: Dundes BI1%XBE1
{homa] 26815 [workl. gill

Anderson: Arbvoath TS546,  Simon

Ogston: Dundes 65437. Dougal
Scott: Dundes 65613,

43. ABERDEEN
Secratary: Philip McRonald,

Sunrfyside Dairy, Cults, Aberdeen

ABY 3J. Tel. Abardean BET262,
Robsert Dunthom: Aberdean
EITEDD,  Erc Hrooks: Aberdean

861067,

33a.RAF MORAY EAGLES

Sites betwean the Highland and
Aberdeen areas aré contiolled by
this club which is ““closed” o
civilian members. For sites info.,
contact

Jas  Fiynn, Bogs of Leuchars,
Lhanbryde (0343 B4) 2342. Tom
Hardie (0343 830 BB3. Al Mac-
Meish (0343] 44865,

3. HIGHLAND FLEXWINGS

Secetary: Pete Mikward, B Kilmuir,
Morth Kassock, Foss-shire, Tel:

WINNERS

40. LONG MYND

Secrotary:  Roger Hillard, 1
Morthside Closa, Sundome Castle,
Shrewsbruy, SHropshine. Tal:
Shrewsbury BE1X, Paul B Lesley
Bridges: Linkley 32 Arthur Trapp:
Kiddarminstar 515884,

41. MID WALES

Sacratany: Tim Williams,
Liwynrhyddod, Trefenter, Aber-
ystwyth, Dyfed. Tel: Nebo 344

or Aod Lees: Capal Bangor 289,
Pat Laveniry: Tah/bont 397,

42. NORTH WALES

Secratary: Diane Hanlon, 37 Kings
Mount, Dxton, Birkenhead,
Mersayside. Tel: 051-652-5018,
Steve Armstrong:  061-638-BE44.
Bill Huyton: (GB1-58-1740, Mick
Pollard: 061-226-7342. Al Ropors
051-608-2 150,

Northem Ireland

43, ULSTER

Secratary: Billy Carndufi, 186
Upper Knockbreda Rd, Belfast
Tel: Beffast T224 Bl
Kennady: Glangormiey 2648 Ken
McConnel: Glengormilay 44113,
Chrns Simmons: Glengormbey 44589

Republic of
Ireland

44. IRISH HGA

Secretary:  Randal Gidham, 31
Clonard Drive, Sandyford, Dublin
14. Tel: Dublin S3B0558. Tom
& Jennifer Hudson: Dublin BRIESE.

500 club
winners

in the 500

23. DALES ., A%
2. WESTERN COUNTIES 10. DOVER & FOLKESTONE Secratary: Tim Moran, 14 Sel- il ";‘,‘jfﬂn ”‘E’;‘; ,ﬁ;;‘;“; Club lottery for October
Secratary. Bob Trembletr, 29 Secretary: Phil Hart, "“Spring-tyne”, borme Vilas, Clayton, Bradford Rogart 209 " " and November are:

Rogate Walk, Thornbury, Redsole Farm Lane, Paddiesworth, BD14 6JZ. Tel (0274] BEIROG, : 0 b NS Bravn
Plymouth, Devon. Tel. Plymouth Mr. Folkestons, Kent. Tel. Haw- Fater  Anstey: l:'.rlgnn:-usq clober — oy . hd

709987. Carl Tonks: Paignion kinge 2088, Dersk  Austan: m E”I":':I HT—IWL::I'n'i Gras.slng;:;n 35é HGHSEWEHIG e (£47.80); J. EVANS

552717 Pets Mason: Bovey Tracey Folkestone GO005 Ted Batersesa: ; o hittall: Leeds SCratany. obert  Turnbull, 22 a0y P.M. Roberts

Hi3033, Littlabsourn 78614 Robin Pattandan: 504683 Hammersgarth, Maossbank, {Ell 9;} . R.D. Laidlaw
Heme Bay 4505, Shetland. Tel: Sullomvoe 2517, { . b A0 Lalala

3. NORTH DEVON SAILWING 24, GEORGE CALEY SAILWING Mike Welsh Lerwsck 3674, Olaf  (E£7.17); D.J. Wood

CLuB Sacratary: Paul Witty, 136 Spring Gall, Lerwick BE3GE. (£5.97): P.M. Usher

Secretary: Steve Wells, 12 Bablard
Way, Yelland, Bamstaple, North

Bank, Hull Tel: Hull X¥567ZF.
Fenshaw:

11. S0UTH ESSEX

Secretary; Dave Lewis, 10 Dukes Brian (£5.97); P. C']HI'IE}’ (E4.T8);

Scarborough — ap el MBURGH

Devon. Tel. Instow BE0ZBE, Martin Avenue, Grays, Essex. Tel. Grays BE2723.  Dave Catanach: Hull Secretary: Dersk Compton, 11 o.H. Goodman (£4.78)]
Kevern: Tomngion. 2414 Reg  SwnforleHope 78082, T Sandbister Place, Scamess, Ve,  P.K. Shaw (£3.59); A.A.

Stone; Woolacombe 870320

4. DEVON & SOMERSET
CONDORS

Sacretary: Bill Edwards 11 Booth-
widy, Church Path, Waembdon,
Bridgwater, Som. Tel; Bridgwater
426384 John Pursey: Bridgwater
6544 Simon Murphy: Luppitt 685
Brian Miller: Lyme Regis 3953
Mike Glanwlle: Chard 3348

6. WESSEX

Secratary: Kevin Emery, 26 Panny-
farthing Street, Salsbury, Wilts,
Tel: Salisbury 331185,  Patar
Robinson: Dorchester 852136 Ted
Frater: Corfa Castle 480634,

. ISLE OF WIGHT

Secretary: Pete Scott, Bellevue
MNettlestong Grean, Soaview, Isle
of Wight. Tel: Seaview 2334
Russ Potter; Brghsione 740647
Mike MchMillan: Calbourna 488
Fory Carter: Cowes X602 (work)
ZHERTH (home .

7. SKY SURFING CLUB

Secretary:  Jim  Whithey, B
Wymaring Hoad, MNorth End,
Portsmouth Tel, Portsmouth 64965
{work] B G697E (homel Bnan
Parking: Hambla S804 [(homal
Fawlay BBEEE (work) Rob Stokes
Portsmouth 386814 Dawve Brixton:
Guddford 233153,

12 SUFFOLK CDASTAL FLOATERS

Secretary. Pete Bowden, 45 Seaton
Road, Felisstowe, Suffolk. Tel
Felixstowe 3825 B TE3I0E (work),
Rob Wooltorton: Felinstows 3225
Graham Drinkell: Colchester 240009
Terry Aspinall; Leiston B31027.

13. DUNSTABLE

Secretary: Tom Haskert, 52 Cuffiey

Court, Woodhall Farm, Hemel
Hempstead, Heris. Tel, Hemael
Hempstead 48265 & St Alban’s

B6f44 . Tarry Prendergast: Steeple
Claydon 8033 Cheis Ellison: Todd
ington 2620,

14, THAMES VALLEY

Secretary:  John  Sheppard, 18
MNeal Avenuws, Southall, Middx,
01-578-7786, Ii_ll"l'.' Hl.|ﬂh|3$.: Ml
borough 810521 Emie  Walkor!
Highclere 253503 Brian Kirk
Tadley 8934

15 AVON

Secretary:  Pete Waterwoerth 33
Qak Close, Little Stoke, Bristol
Tel. Akmondsbury 6812870, Phal
Gibson: Bristol 422100  JdeH
Rodgers: Midsomer Norton F32096
Bitl Mibler: Frome 2989

&5, NORTH YORKS SAILWING

CLUB

Secratary: Keith Clarke, 20 Eshes
Avanue, Mormanby, Nr. Middles-
borough, Cleveland. Tal: Middies
borough 461010, Harry Hodgson:
Middlesborough T62040. Andrew
Buchan; Middlesborough 315316,
Garry Stapelton:  Middiesborough

THOS33.
26. CUMBRIA
Secratory: Steve Pntchard, 79

Rusland Park, Kendal, Cumbna.
Tel: Kendal ZE357. Dave Weeks

Keswick 72315, Tony Rathbomne:
Kieswick 72660, Jim Whitworth:
Ambleside Z810.

27. NORTHUMBRIA

Secratary: Wermer Hindmarsh, 52
Burmside, MNorth Seaton,
Ashington, Morthumberland., Tel:
Ashimgton B17487. Paul Quin:
MWewcastie 738677. Mike & June
Ramsey: Cramlingon 712220,

Isle of Man

28, MANX

Secretary: Tom  Faragher, 73
Kerroo Coar, Pesl, Isle of Man,
Tael: 0624 84 ZBST. iam Cannan:
Ramsay B12464

Shetland, Tel: Sumburgh 60497,
Johin Mackennie: Sumburgh
B0358, Martin Tricket, Sumburgh
BO78S,

Wales

37. SOUTH WEST WALES

Secretary: Philip Brown, 7 Fiekd
Terrace, Port Talbot, Tel: Por
Talbot BBTETT. John  Evans:
Ferryside 224,

J8. SOUTH EAST WALES

Secretary; Migel Moore, Flat 4,
110 Penylan Hoad, Roath, Cardiff
Tal: Cardiff 396421 Ext. 34
John Locker: Cardiff A05580. Enc

Morgan: Cardiff 387277  (work)
B212 [homal. Ceri  Davies:
Ferndale 730741 Welsh H.G.
Cantra: Crick vl 100149,

Martin Hann: Cowbridge 552808
lworkl],

33. BEACONS PARK

Secratary: Dowg Powell, B4 Beech
Growa, Brocon, Powys, Tal:
Brecon 5725 Ewart Jones:
Crickhowesll  B10681 Siman
Jones: Brecon 5039, Welsh H.G,
Centra; Crickbhowall 810015,

Turner (£3.59).

A total of £119.50 prize
money raised and a like
amount for BHGA funds.

November — T.R. Peb-
ery (£58.40); M.J. Hibbit

(£20.70); J: T Moss
(£14.85); D.D. Evans
(£8.91); D. Miliceuic
(£7.42); R.D. Laidlaw
(£7.42); J. AL Holton

(£5.94); A, Mutch (£5.54);
J.G. Saphier (£4.46); S.
Cronin (£4.46).

A total of £148.50 prize
money raised and a like
amount for BHGA funds.

Bob Harrison

The - new address of
Bob Harrison, BHGA
Training officer is Flal
2 Porth Mawr, Brecon
Road, Crickhowell,
Powys. Tel (0873) 811238.
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New name
in tube
market

—

i

AT a time when there
is talk of massive job
losses in the British
aluminium industry it
seems absurd that im-
ported Swiss tubing
looks set to make a
major impact on the
hang gliding and micro-
light market.

Exploiting the cripp-
ling summer supply
difficulties attributed to
the Falklands wWar,
Market Metals, of
Hitchin, are contacting

manufacturers and
tailoring their imported
product to the British
market.

“"At the moment we
dare concentrating on
building up our stock
range,"" said a company
spokesman. ‘‘The one
that caused the problem
is 17-gauge tube and at
the moment we stock
a8 o 218"

The company is not
as yel supplying direct
to private customers.

Icelandair

BHGA President Ann
Welch and Training
Officer Bob Harrison
were off on a ‘‘good
will" wisit to Iceland,
pald for by fliers there,
as Wings! went to press,

The invitation stems
from a desire on the
part of the country's 30
or so fliers to get the
sport on a firm footing.

Southern
meeting

A PROPOSAL by
Michael Carnet to slash
the southern Club's
membership fee from
£25 to £15 was shelved

at the club's annual
meeting,
Michael argued the

high fee was causing
falling membership and
— rather than add up
the club’'s costs and
charge the membership
accordingly — it would
be better to charge a
“‘sensible figure'' and
then see what could be
afforded.

Now the guestion has
been put off until an
extraordinary meeting
in April after some of
the major site bills
have been met. The
club's daily membership
has been raised to £2.

Bob said he understood
a number of pilots were
flying homebuilt gliders
although Airwave have

got an agent in the
country which — like
northern Norway —
offers good flying

potential.

One possibility is the
assimilation of Iecelandic
fliers into the BHGA
structure along similar
lines to our own ‘‘island
fliers'' in Shetland.

New Solar
glider

SOLAR Wings are work-
ing with Graham Slater
to produce a two-up
triking wing based on
the Typhoon.

On the fr.e flight
side, Solar's Cliff Ingram
says the company is
working on a ‘‘clean”
weightshift glider to
succeed the successiul
Typhoon ‘S'.

Meanwhile, he said,
the refined Typhoon 'S’
— on the scene now
for about two months
— had "‘caught quite a
few people by surprise"
with its sweet handling.
It incorporates” a new
sail cut and other ‘‘more
subtle'' refinements.

Flexiform’s

Mike Hurtley: “People
are losing out™’ is

directed by Mike

Not what's
wanted

SENIOR citizen hang glider pilots Ray Lidstone
from Blackpool and Bob Robinson from
Darlington came down to earth with a bump
in a competition to find Britain's sprightliest
pensioner.

Both thought they were in with a great chance
of netting a E£500 regional prize or even the
national prize of £3,000, plus a similar amount
for charity.

But at separate regional finals in Manchester
and Leeds, both quickly realised the Legal
and General Golden Years Award was more
about encouraging others to be active than
being active themselves.

“1 felt I was in the wrong competition,” said
Bob who also runs ten miles a day and
somersaults over his car. Said Ray: o |
thought ‘this is dead easy' until I suddenly
realised by the questions they asked that 1
wasn't going to get it.”

new

‘homebuilt’

FLEXIFORM Skysails of
plan to sell their Skyline intermediate
hang glider in kit form.

The company, registered as Lite Air Industiries

Manchester

Hurtley and Tim Free-
man since the departure
of Hughie McGovern.

sald Mike: 1 think
there are a lot of people
making the mistake of
buying a glider that's

too sophisticated for
them. I reckon you
want 12 months on an

easy glider and a lot of
people are losing out
flying gliders that are
too advanced and
they're breaking arms
etc. and no-one hears
about it.

"1 think thal's why so
many ordinary people
are taking to triking."'

Flexi believes the kit
glider — which will sell
for under £500 and take
about two days to build
— will fill a definite
hole in the market. The
company plans to apply
for a C of A in due
course.

Dales
change

NOEL Whittall has resigned
as chairman of the Dales
club after five years to be
replaced by Pete Anstey,
another long established
flier.

Others elected at the packed
annual meeling were Tim
Moran (secretary/
treasurer), Mike Clayton
(newsletter editor), John
Stirk (safety officer), Jim
Brown (coach), Eric
Rowley and Stan Abbotl.
John Turner was co-opted
as Site Safety Officer.

Retiring secretary/treasurer
Bill Douthwaite reported
the club was in a “‘healthy
state’’ with 122 full and
22 associate members and
no subscription increase
was necessary. Peter paid
tribute to the work of Noel
is now devoting more time
to BHGA work.

* Alan James launches off Rhossili by

parachute (a 230sq.ft. Spirit)
soarable in 15mph-plus,
Alison Nicol.

“It's easily
he says. Pic

H.'qh Cluaety La.nmmbrlf!

L oww cufrénl Sirmin
—  Swatch over baffery swiich

CHANGE Oves

Aﬂnudtmdumﬂntﬁtsmmnnﬂmtl

Super-sensitve Audio Response
— Damped digital aumbey resdout

— Mornohifue  Transducer wholht  weorpod
ates Prro resistive nfegrated croun
— T knob controf, Awdo onfol, battery

Price, £115 including P&P and VAT Write for details, or send
monay now for 8 Christrmas gift.

FLIGHT GEAR,Cilay Lang,NEmrbnd?.,mW,Fﬂd1 Lda, 0983 78 488
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Wings! delay

Because of delays at our packagers and on
the part of the Post Office, some members will
have received their November Wings! up to two
weeks late. We apologies for any inconvenience.

New Magic

AIRWAVE Gliders have
developed a new refined
range of Magics by re-
cutting the sail on its
existing range, adding a
shiny Mylar leading
edge and recrafting the
Mylar tips.
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NEGOTIATIONS

HAF have resulted

out when
pilots issue a Notam.
This now means

aircraft

area.
is (0677) 23041.

Headway on
Notams

Eetween
the far it has — it
in the
provision of a special form
for the duty officer to fill
hang gliding

the Dales Club and

there
will be written proof of a
Notam having been issued
and it will cover all RAF
operating within
the RAF Leeming control
The number to ring

If the system is seen to

and so
will
strengthen the case for the
USAF adopling the same
system. [t is USAF
Phantoms and A-10s which
pose the major hazard at
present with aircraft often
will below the 200ft. AGL
legal minimum and Nont
sSarah's in the Pennines a
particular trouble spot. A
mid-air collision there is
seen by some as more
“probable” than *'possible™.

work well —

New Southdown

SOUTHDOWN Sailwings Ltd. plans to launch its new
Sapphire glider in the New Year.

The machine has been flown
top-to-bottom but is understood
still to be very much at the
prototype stage.

Southdown's Keith Reynolds
was not prepared to divulge
many secrets about the glider
but conceded it did utilise "“a
form of wingtwist" for direction-
al control.

Puma at
Norfolk

Reynolds is looking forward to
concentrating on the new glider
after a year in which the com-
pany’'s time has been consumed
almost entirely by continental
demand for the Lightning DS
power wing, produced at the as-
tonishing rate of six a week.

“It's been good news for the
company in its first year but
bad news for me because [ am a
hang glider pilot through and
through," he said.

Meanwhile, the company's
agreement with Graham Slater’'s
Ultra Sports over production of
the two-seat Puma aircraft has
come to an end, ostensibly
because Southdown were selling
Lightning DS wings to which
buyers were fitting the trike of
their choice rather than buying
the complete Puma aircraft with
Ultra Sports trike unit.

Now Southdown is producing
its own Ltrike for those buyers
wanting a complete aircraft. It
combines the basic Ultra Sports
configuration with a Mainair-
style engine and reduction drive
and Southdown's own engineer-
ing.

glider
flies

“We will be producing it in
quite small numbers to fill the
gap Graham's left. We didn't
particularly want it that way
I:-ut_ it may work out better for
us."

John Hudson and Geoff Ball
of Mainair won the Norfolk air
race on a Mainair trike fitted
with a D3 Lightning wing and
not a Flexiform Striker as rep-
orted last month. Wings! apol-
ogises for this error and any
embarrassment caused.

—

Bdhricn 1o Claba
@  FIMND OUT from the Elscincty Basrd whan ihess

@  DISPLAY mags showing it location of lines smd

® INBTRUCT mambsars in fescus snd first sid

\

Efll BNl BN WOLT BODE.

thd smsrgency Islaphans numbars of the Elecirc:
ity Board

The

““Balloonists

““The other

Power lines

HANG glider pilot Sohail Syed
escaped unhurt after he flew
into an 11,00 wolt overhead
power cable after a flight off
Crook Peak, in the Mendips.

He intended to land in the
field at the foot of the hill,
beyond the cable.

“1I misjudged one of my
turns and ended up behind
the cable instead of in front
of it,"" he said.

There was a blue flash
which burnt a hole in the
glider. But Mr Syed was not

touching its metal frame and
was unharmed.

He narrowly missed the
pylon carrying the cable.

Apart from the obvious
moral - plan your bottom
approach before you take off
and NOT half way down the
hill, the Electricity Council
issupes advice to pilots and
rescuers, particularly
regarding the danger to
rescuers when an injured
pilot is touching wires which
may be live.

o

Arhice to Flyers

®  FAVIGATE from a map. # practcabla, on which
all crmrhand lines hane baen marked

® KEER WELL AWAY from linas, Remamber lines,
m.rm o wood poled, BFE Mol Bamly Seen

@  ETAY PUT. d you collila or becoms antangisd
wilh & e, wntd help Brrives

Advica to Rescuers

8 DO NOT APPRAOACH, nor It sryons sise
spproach, damaged o grownded fines

§ TELEPHONE ihw Elecircity Board irmeradatehy,
grwing tha kocation of 1he sccidend Bd sccurstsly

® AWAIT ADVICE from the Electricity Board —
remrarnbar (TR vy linse wohvad may Sl be Tive

IF IN DOUBT — ABK

Tha addresses and telsphona numbars of the local
oftice of tha Etectricity Boards may be found in the

lnlephone directory undar “Elactricity

Balloon
drop
‘ready

McCarthy: “‘Difficult”

BALLOON drop man

Rory MecCarthy was
“‘on standby”™ to make
his attempt on the
world hang gliding
altitude record as
Wings! went to press.
planned balloon
drop from up to
36,0001t - which
aims to raise flem.
for Jimmy Savile's
Stoke Mandeville
appeal - should go
ahead as soon as
conditions are right.

But, says McCarthy,
if no attempt has
been made within a

month, the team will
go to make the drop
in America.

need no
sun and no wind and
the chances of us
getting those climatic
conditions right up to
32,000ft. are remote.
possibility
is to forget all about
the one-man attempt
and just go for the
two-man record from
=3, 00014t

McCarthy's partners in

the venture are
Gregory Rogala and
John Moody and the
attempt was originally
scheduled for August
20, “It's taken this
long to get the charity
side worked out.
We've also done lots
of work and lots of
research and it's been
a lot more difficalt
than we originally
expected.”

BHGA policy on Flight

30,00 is that it does
not enjoy the assoc-
iation’s support or
approval.

De-registered
The Devon School of

Hang Gliding has been
de-registered
BHGA because the bill
for the school's manda-
tory insurance has not
been paid.

by the
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Mainair prize crosstubeword

No.15 by Satan Bottle

Send your entries by January 14 to:
72 Hartley Avenue, Leeds, LS6 2LP. Main-
air Sports of Rochdale will send their
catalogue and £10 credit note to the first
correct solution selected at random from
all entries. The solution to crosstube-
word No.13 by lan is printed here. Sol-
ution to No. 14, by Alicauria will be
published next month.

days a week, from Scotland to An
Portugal to the Seychelles, Puma

most reassuring contribution to
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Clues

Max glide

1) Loud 489, your old is so dirty (6)

4] Sounds flike I'm ready for holiday
as I hit the hill? (6)

4] Penniless old fager froths into fast
car? (7]

10) It is purposeless — shake us one

f2.5)

1) “C” team in rumpus about pip-
pin? (5)

12} Burn little Gulliver for Cyclone-
makers (7]

13} "Grounded” gliders are shadows?

(r1)
18) Broken vario 51 is eaten in Rome (7)
20) ...and shovels and chooses? (5]
22) One in my liguid assets (5)
23] Sod Leon! Crazy in soup,
lots after point! (7)
24) Solar, say, in messy stem of plant (6
25) That's where we keep t° chickens,
‘appen, tha hears. To shut the little
blighters in their cage? (6)

there’s

Coring sink

1] Let Fay juggle for loyalty (6)

2} I call badly for shrub (5)

3} Bunkum! Where pigs go to qet
clean? (7] FFvg 2

5] Fledge-maker's male thank you (5]

6/ A cake, gosh! It help fix the
glider on! (1,6)

7] Sets ruined by fiy pest (3.3)

8) Disrupt northern occlusions for ded-
uctions (11)

tarctica,
is flying.
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4] What Miles Handley or Jean-Louwis
E;arfer does inside the air conditioring?
7]

15) Glider gets direction after tea (7)

16] Stitches up bottom bars and up-
rights to make control ones (6]

17] Wear out and have evening meal,
he firushes it (4.2}

18) Roche mixes a pale yellow (5)

21) There's nothing under the dungeon
but an instrument (5)
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The winner of puzzie no.13 by lan
was David Bridge of Oxfordshire.

Microlight Aviation. The standard has
been set. There can be no substitute.

After all, for pure sport flying
could you settle for any aircraft less
proven than Puma?




SAFETY/A\ SAFETY/A\ SAFETY/\

When speed Is of the essence..

= BN
WHEN flying, a pilot has to have slashing, its V-shaped cutting mouth . ":
complete confidence in the security by Jes Flynn holds two incredibly sharp blades, e ¥s
of his/her suspension system. As a which excel in munching braided :
link between glider and harness, the fibres! One pass will see a sav- 3
climbing karabiner is usually used.. 2. An emergency landing, post- erely severed hang-strap or ‘chute i s 9
It is simple, strong, and virtually parachute deployment, with Blibs bridie with very little effort. : £+ |
foolproof. It i1s also easy to use of glider around your neck. Its method of use is obvious. If, ! k13

as a connection/release device — but
as we all know, only under ideal
circumstances, and when conditions
are less than good it can be diff-
icult or impossible to release.

Murphy and Sod got together,
and decided that the occasions when
rapid wvacation of glider/parachute/

whatever, is required, will not be  ever, parachutists have had a cute | am NOT an agent! If interes- 1

“ideal circumstances!” Some item called a jack-knife to rid them ted, write to P.A.P Parachuting ) i >

examples: of unwanted cords and webbing. At  Supplies, P.0. Box 54, Ramsgate, |
1. Flying over water, and being this task it has no equal. Kent. \ + 3

“sunk out" (sorry).

There are others, but they all have
one thing in common — the in-
ability to escape readily from the
offending attached article can lead to
injury or death.

To alleviate the problem, some
people have flown, or still do fly,
with knives. For some time, how-

Perfectly shaped for one-handed

for example, you are going down in
the oggin, simply

1. go budgie/get upright,

2. grab knife,

3. wait until 20' over oggin,

4. reach up, firmly pass through

hang-loop, and,

5. Splash. (don't forget to swim).

The knives are £6.
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Rhossili: a fool's paradise?

WELL grandfather, who now
remembers those hot, wind-
less, summer days in the
distant past when the only
way to soar was to go and
sit on the hill and wait for
the sea-breeze to come up?

We would carry up about 11am
and rig even though the wind was
south-east, and then sit talking
till five or six ‘o clock. | was
just learning to soar and to talk
to other, more experienced pilots,
than myself was instructive to say
the least.

Noel Whittall and lan Trotter
were visitors | remember well in
those far off days. lan was an
Observer and had one of the
early Super Scorpions, | was green
in the shadow of my Hiway 200
igreen kite, see).

| hung on their every word when
they talked about soaring. That
summer lan signed off my Pilot
task form.

Things have changed. Rarely
do experienced pilots go to Rhossili
when the blobs are to be had
inland. The Pls who want to
learn to soar have only each other
to talk to on the hill. When the
odd day comes along when there
is an inversion at low level and
the local, more experienced pilots
do go to Rhossili it proves to
be a chance to sling the kites
about and generally set a poor
example of how to ridge soar.

On those sultry days we would
wait for 16-18 knots before flying
so we were all on the ground for
quite a while even after the wind
started up the hill. Now we can
soar the hill in a zephyr (not the
latest Hiway kitel and are all air-
borne before the nonks are on the
hill.

A few weeks ago the cloud
was 30 feet above the hidl and
several people were enjoying the
art of clag hanging. The locals
were either soaring halfway down

by Marc Asquith

‘the hill out of the cloud or trying

to get out in front of the oro-
graphic cloud bank.

And what were the others doing?
Well, one German pilot was soar-
ing two-man with his son in the
cloud, mixing it with a P1 who
was teaching himself to soar on
a Sunspot. Both regularly dis-
appeared from sight for many
minutes, and, | guess, lost sight
of the ground for long periods.

The German finally semi-crashed
on to the pimple. Meanwhile,
the Sunspot practised instrument
approaches on top — without ins-
truments!!!  Finally he too semi-
crashed on to the pimple, gashing
his leg on the barbed wire.

A few of us wandered over to
suggest that his flying lacked dis-
cretion and found our comments
unwelcome. It is becoming all
too common to find beginners un-
wiling to ask for, or listen to,
advice.

Rhossili is a special case as
almost everyone knows about the
hill and thinks they can handle
it. This is mostly because those
of us who know the place well
can perform tricks which, if copied
by a novice, would be lethal.
How many pilots appreciate that
the innocuous looking beach ledge
can on occasions provide a fierce
rotor which has been known to
swat the unwary,

Everybody says there is no rotor
on top but few mention that the
further back wyou go the more
severe the wind shear. Believe
me, | know.

What about the direction of the
wind? The hill is flyable from
NMNE through NW to S5W and
often the locals can be seen flying
in these odd directions. In NNE
the wind on the pimple appears
to be NNW and so fairly easy,
until you take off into rotor from
the main hill. What is the diff-

erence between 255° and 24597
In 255 the wind is only just
coming over the Worm's Head and
providing only light turbulence,
whereas at 245" it comes off the
cliffs providing unpredictable holes
in the air on take-off and through
all the flight.

This i1s easily spotted as the ven-
timeter on the pimple s up and
down like a vyo-yo. We had
40mph on top the other day and
vet 5-22 mph only 250 feet lower
on the pimple.

Rhossili is often flown in very
strong winds, indeed 40 on top

s common and we all take off
from the pimple. However, some
people don't realise that 20plus

mph on the pimple means that
the compression zone over the
brow of the main ridge is waiting
like a black hole to suck in any-
thing fool enough to come close.

A wisitor arrives on the hill
and sees lots of people flying, rigs
and leaps off, hugging the Hill
as he always does at home, very
soon he is sitting on the top
either grateful to have survived
a landing going backwards or
nursing the ruin of his kite, having
ground looped in the wind.

There 15 a wall at the bottom
of the hill. When below the
pimple, go as close in as you
like but as soon as you get level
with the pimple head out over this
wall and stay upwind of it. Don't
worry about going down as the lift
extends out over the beach.

There are few of us enough in
south Wales on this hill often
enough 1o give advice when
asked, Ilet alone go around
spotting loonies. With this in
mind, | would remind everybody
from Bob C. to Joe P1 that
kingpost markers are a bnlliant
idea, so use them even if it's
only rings of coloured masking
tape. It might well save your
uprights one day. Nevertheless,
please find someone in the know
and ask, ask, ask.

Vortex &
Sunspot

REMARKS in October's Leader
Page comment on the BHGA
test rig have led to a number
of queries as to the safety of
certain gliders.

Tha following observations on tha Vortax
and Sunspot waers written by tha than
BHGA Airworthiness Officer Clive Smith
and appeared in Wings! last Decambear,

VORTEX — Fact from statistics alone,
if you ara in early P1 days and flying
a Vortax (badly] you stand the HIGHEST
chance of ANYDOME within the BHGA
of stalling and not taking suitabla hill
land DEATH)| avoiding action,

Tha Vortex can ba very rasistant to stall
ing but can and does BITE HARD.

This is the UNCONTROLLED STALL, often
anterad in complate seranity wwhila
turning.

The WVortex, being & high-performance
glider of tha fourth ganeration, reguiras
to ba FLOWN, at the nght spesd and
suitably CO—0DORDINATED in tums, as do
many othars.

Vortexes WILL fly slowly, but don’t be
tempted in gradient close to hills or
bottom landing, particularly if flying
CROSS—WIND.

SUNSPOT — It has bean noted in Wings!
by Len Gabrials that these and other
contamporary designa can suffer in high
spaad pitch stbility when incorractly
tuned — particularly overtuning!

All gliders have their speed limitation [VNE)
in straight flight — and control instab-
:uliﬂl:l or ovarstressing result from axcead-
ng it

The Sunspot's high spead instability is
almost certainly “luffing™, pitching down
into a stabilised dive, rathar than com-
plats rotation.

The exact speed is dependent on many
things but until rig-testing is complated
it is assumed to ba wall abova maximum
in straight flight for a correctly tuned
axampla,

Loss of control due to cloudflying, asro-
batics or just plain bad wasathar s
ALWAYS serious. With the Sunspot the
possibility of entering & stesp diva is
thare, with othars tha tuck, spin or spiral
dive can be the result of sarious pilot
INEPTITUDE.

RECOMMENDATION — Keap in CORRECT
tuna (ssek EXPERIENCED advicel. Observe
personal and weaather maxima. Do not
axecute heavy sideslip or high speed
manoouvres., LUse a parachute systam,
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A MEETING of the BHGA's
accident investigation and pre-
vention commettee has called
for an investigation into the
relationship between the fre
quency of accidents and the
number of flyable days.

Other recommendations in-
cluded one that — in line with

CAA studias on the conspicuous-

ness of aircraft — gliders should
praferably have dark undersur-

Safety recommendations

faces and bright top surfaces,
e.g. yellow or orange.

* By one means or another,
all gliders should be aerodynam-
ically tested for the benefit of
those concerned with safety,
the results to be confidential
axcept when found to be det-
rimental to the membership.
Such statistics would greatly
assist the airworthiness board in
compiling the parameters reg-

arding desired aerodynamic be-
haviour of hang gliders.

* Hang gliders with power
units must be approved by the
BHGA and BMAA if used for
training purposes in hang gliding.
= Schools are recommended to
train pupils in the semi-prone
position.

* |t appears fewer injuries are
incurred by pilots flying 6in
above the control frame base
bar, rather than 2in.

¢ The committee agreed to
consider ways of reducing acc-
idents caused through "human
error’’,

Rupert Soars Iinto the AIr a guide for those starting ultra-light fight

T

1. Dual flights help overcome
initial fears for the novice

2. Always point the aircraft
into wind

4. Do not take off if the wind
is too crossed

7. Take cara to avoid rotors
when making top landing
approaches

10. First prona flights can be
tricky

Original version, by John Mallender,

Newspapers.
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take off

8. Downwind cave landings are
dangerous and should be

. Fly straight out on first time
prone flights

from

* 3 -——
"-_.*

sl
3. Failure to park onto wind can
rasult in groundlooping

6. In wave lift, do not be
tempted to enter cloud

the Sheffield Club newsletter.

I
| ﬁ BF

9. Do not “scrape’ too close
to the ridge in marginal lift

1)

/

yvour harness BEFORE each
launch

With apologres to Express

Dedicated to all ab
initio and P1 pilots —

First Flight of Hermogenes
Smith.” Remember that
though some of us may
never become (or want
to becomme) League pilots,
we all share the same
dreamm and exhilaration
when it starts to be real:
“l FLEW today!”’

HERMOGENES Smith, once
a portly shopkeeper in
Leeds, sat uneasily on a
guano-covered ledge and
tried not to think of the
terrifying drop into the sea
below him.

All around, seagulls were
diving off the cliff face and
practising flying manoeuvres:
skimming over the surface
of the waves, circling, play-
fighting and soaring. Her-
mogenes  shivered and
gulped nervously.

“Oh blimey,” he thought. “If
I'd known this would happen |
wouldn't ‘ave stepped in front of
that bus.” He gazed for the
hundredth time at his narrow
feathered body and rather dirty
pink webbed feet. “0Oh Gawd!"
he said. “| AM a ruddy seagull.
| don't believe itl"

Just then, a large and wise-
looking gull swooped swiftly and
unfairly at him, stalled deliberately,
and landed smoothly on the ledge
beside him.

“Welcome to the flock,” it said
in a kind wvoice. “| expect all
this is a bit strange to you, but
you'll get used to it. There's
no need to worry — there are
others like you and they've made
great contributions to the well-
being of the flock. Anyway, that'll
come later. |I'm here to teach
you how to fly.”

“Oh blimey,” croaked Hermog-
enes. "“Er — | think this is all
a big mistake. You see | stepped
in front of this bus and — um,
wel,L | found myself like this!
Isn't there some higher authority
| could go to, to sort it out?”

“It's all right,”" said the older
gull patiently. “It takes time to
adjust. Now then, stretch your
wings out like this and beat them
up and down slowly. Watchl!”

He moved his smooth, long wings
gracefully,

the wind from the

here is the story of “The e



strokes  ruffing Hermogenes's
feathers and making him blink.
“Go on, try itl"”
Tentatively, Hermogenes

stretched out his wings and moved
them up and down as much as
he dared — about an inch.

“No, no, no!” laughed his com-
panion. “Move them up so that
they almost touch over your back,
and twist them at the wrists so
that you make a workable aerofoil
at the tips on the downstroke."

“Blimey!"” thought Hermogenes
again. He raised his wings as
high and as quickly as he could,
felt the air flowing between his
feathers rotate his wingtips back,
and then he brought them down,
feeling each feather lock into its
neighbour, forcing the air down
and behind him. Amazed at his
success, he looked excitedly at
his instructor. *I did it!” he cried,
“I did itl"”

The older gull smiled to him-
self. “Yes,” he said kindly. "Now
try it again, only this time | want
you to keep flapping until you
start moving forward and up.
When you feel that happen, sweep
your wings forward from the top
of the upstroke and then you'll
stop. Okay?”

“Okay.” answered Hermogenes
nervously. He stretched his wings
to their full length and started
flapping. He was just getting the
hang of it when a sudden draught
of air came curling over the ledge
as he bagan a downstroke. His
nght wing lifted and he felt himself
tip forward. “Bloody ‘elll” he
thought incoherently, visions of
the sea surging below adding to
his panic.

Instinctively, he half folded his
left wing and flapped down hard
with his right. This resulted in an
undignified crash into the cliff wall
at the back of the ledge. Dis-
appointed and shaken, Hermogenes
folded his wings and sat unhappily
beside his teacher. The old gull
looked at him sympathetically.

“You've just leammed the first
rule of flight,” he said at last.
“As soon as you unfold your
wings you must think flight:
commit yourself to the air. Rem-

The first flight of Hermogenes Smith

A flying parable for Christmas by Sharon Braley (Mrs. Biggles)

'I,crx,}; WINgS grace oLy

«esNle moved his Smodn

ember, you are a bird now. Once
you have unfolded your wings you
are no longer bound to the earth,
and you can not be hurt untl
you hit it.

Remember that the air will
c¢arry you. It's your job to use
it to take you where you want
to go. Now, bearing that in mind,
tell me what you should have done
then...."”

Hermogenes thought for a
moment, his nerves ringing like a
harp string because he suddenly
wanted to fly. In that brief
second of panic he had become
aware of the power of the wind.

“Should | have leaned to the
right and dived férward and out
from the cliff?’” he said, his guts
tightening as he imagined him-
self actually doing such a horri-
fying thing. (Except, as he thought

. about it, it wasn't horrifying, it

was.... different.)

“Very good!” smiled the old
gull.  "I'll tell you a few more
details of technique and the wind
itself, and then we'll go out and
try it."”

Hermogenes gazed at his ins-
tructor with open disbelief. "“What,
now?" he gasped, his mouth dry.

“Why not?”’ came the inevitable
answer. | think you'll manage
fine. The wind's just right and
the air's not too crowded — it's
nap time. Now, imagine that air
is flowing up this cliff face like
water would...."”

After what seemed far too short
a time to Hermogenes, his teacher
stopped talking and, with his head
full of new concepts: wind grad-
ients; rotors; aerofoil shapes in
flapping and gliding; different
methods of landing; stalls; airspeed,
windspeed and groundspeed; Her-
mogenes was ready for his first
flight.

“Now remember,” said the old
gull, “if you hit turbulent air,
either dive hard or flap hard.
Speed is safety, in the air. And,
most of all, think of the first
rule: You are a Bird — You are

of the airl”
“Oh blimey!"’ whispered
Hermogenes to himself. His

teacher heard and looked at him
sternly: “Don’t you want to fly?"

Hermogenes looked straight at
him with excited eyes that had a
trace of fear in them. "'Of course
| do!”* he cried. “It's just that....”

“Come on then!” said the old
gull, and he stretched out his
wings, flapped experimentally, and
dived expertly off the ledge.

“Now or never!” thought Her-
mogenes grimly, all his muscles
tense, and then he too stretched
his wings, flapped wildly, and
jumped.

His first paralysing sensation of.

a sickening fall backwards was
broken by a hoarse cry of: “Lean
forward, idiot, wings back!” Des-
perately, Hermogenes obeyed and
found his stall righting itself into
a heart-stopping dive. His thoughts
upset by the terrifying exhileration,
he was only gradually aware of
the cold surface of the sea rapidly
approaching. “Tips forward!l”
Swiftly Hermogenes twisted the
ends of his wings into wind and
felt the drag increase so that the
sea dipped underneath and the
cliffs swung around slower and
slower.

“You'll have to flap!” shouted
a voice from nearby. Frantically,
Hermogenes carried out the move-
ments he had tried on the ledge,
but they were nothing compared
to this luxurious sensation of the
wind sliding through and then over
and under his feathers. As he
flew, he became aware of his

instructor gliding effortlessly along-
side: “Try gliding!™.

Hermogenes indulged in another
downstroke and then held his
wings tautly into the wind, his
body sliding smoothly through the
buoyant air. Confidently he
dipped his left wing and fell for-
ward into a graceful banked turn.
""Steadyl” warned the old gull, but
too late.

Hermogenes had been flying too
fast and was now falling in an
uncontrolled spiral towards the sea.
Fear and disappointment choked
his mind as the sea spun up.
“Turn right!!”™ cut in an angry
cry. With all his strength Her-
mogenes flung his weight in the
opposite direction of his turns and
flapped wildly. Sobbing for breath,
he came into straight flight.

“Second rule!” shouted the old
gull. “Know your limits and tran-
scend them slowlyl See that rock
over there? Follow me and we'll
land on it.”

Flying quietly beside his teacher
calmed Hermogenes down and he
began to really enjoy himself. He
had almost forgotten about landing
when the old gull suddenly fell
into a sharp dive to his right.
Swallowing hard, Hermogenes
dipped the leading edges of his
wings, and followed.

When he straightened out of his
dive a few feet above the surface
of the water, his instructor was
waiting for him.

“Slow down!” he cried, and
Hermogenes increased his angla of
attack until he was almost at stall
point a foot above the rock. “Flap
slowly at the same angle and
come down gently,” he thought.
And then, Hermogenes Smith
finished his first flight and landed
self-consciously beside his teacher.

He looked around and all the

fear and exhileration burst from
him in a shout. "I did it!"” he
cried. “'| flew!”

The old gull smiled at him with
the understanding built up through
years of teaching gulls how to fly.
“That was good,” he said. "But
before we go back to your ledge
there are a few mistakes we must
clear up...."”

And Hermogenes Smith began
to learn how to fly.

® Dadicated to the memory of Hovward Edwards
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MAGIC 1983

AIRWAVE GLIDERS ARE ONCE AGAIN

- ONE STEP AHEAD.

THIS SUMMER'S DEVELOPMENT HAS
CULMINATED IN A NEW RANGE OF
HIGH PERFORMANCE MAGIC GLIDERS.
OUR SUBTLE IMPROVEMENTS IN ALL
ASPECTS OF PERFORMANCE AND
HANDLING COMBINE TO OFFER YOU
MORE ENJOYABLE FLYING TO EVEN
FURTHER HORIZONS.

THE NEW GLIDER SIZES OPTIMUM PILOT WEIGHTS

177 175 — 220 Ibs
166 145 — 175 lbs
1565 115 — 145 Ibs

SPECIAL FEATURES OF ALL THE
NEW GLIDERS ARE:—

A CLEAN LEADING EDGE WITH
LARGER MYLAR INSERT TO
MORE RIGIDLY DEFINE THE
SECTION AND PROLONG
LAMINAR FLOW.

BETTER WASHOUT CONTROL
AND WINGTIP CONSTRUCTION
USING THE LATEST IN MODERN
SAIL DESIGN AND CLOTH
TECHNOLOGY.

OPTIMISED PLANFORM FOR

IMPROVED GLIDE PERFOR-
MANCE AND HANDLING.

OPTIONAL EXTRAS ARE: —

SMOOTH MYLAR CLOTH LEADING
EDGE TO IMPROVE LAMINAR
FLOW.

RAINBOW OR EXPONENTIAL
a RIPED.DOUBLE SURFACE.

s e iy
- -
i..I ¥ . '

e Y Ll A ®
i v Bl

A o P e
AEROFOIL SECTION KINGPOST R o -
AND/OR UPRIGHTS, TO REDUCE e
DRAG.

SPEED BAR.

BREAKDOWN LEADING EDGE
FOR A SHORTER PACKAGE.

SINGLE OR DOUBLE FRENCH v =
CONNECTIONS FOR THE British C of A
COMPETITOR. applied for




CLASSIFIED*** CLASSIFIED B

U SKYMASTER 7

THE parachute of the futitre — and it could be vour future!

SIMPLE operation, SINGLE pull deplovment, FAST action. The
finest recovery system for solo use, and the ONLY parachure for
microlights! ... L s A LT ] £345.00
Dual Skymaster av ailable to nrdﬂ

AIRWAVE GLIDERS -

perfarmance!

arder an Airwave and discover MAGIC

Available now: 185 Magic - 1952 -

Myilar rips.
hardware at reasonable prices,

Hang pliding

Uprights £9.00 + VAT helmers £14.00 & no VAT

©,

Demon 165 Hiway Skvieike. ..

Diroguesiharnessesivariosialti s/crabsiwonder clamps.
£7.75

Lrrenaculate £1670

Spherical Compasses - stillonlv ... ...

ADVENTURE SPORTS EQUIPMENT
Showrooms: 127 Wath Road, Mexborough,

South Yorks, England.

Tel: (0709) 583235 - (0709} 76979

1983

| would like to take this opportunity of sending
the Season's greetings to all my customers, who
helped to make this year so successful. Not furgemng
my suppliers, whose products made it all possible.

Mext year we are all hoping for better flying,
and | look forward to helping some of you attain
your ambitions in this fantastic sport. If you are
interested in the products of Airwave, Arbee, Diplex,
Skymaster, Ultra Sports, Sky Systems, Chargus and
Thunderbird just give me a call. Advice (for what it
is worth!) is given free. Secondhand items always
available.

SIMON MURPHY.

Turf House,

Luppitt, Honiton,

Devon. Luppitt 685.

Let's hope 1983 will
be a Magic year (again).

SKY SYSTEMS

143 Loder Rd
Brighton BNI 6PN
Tel (0273) 505892
558284

Johnny Carr &
Michael Carnet

* WE ARE SOUTH-EAST AGENT FOR AIRWAVE GLIDERS MAGICS
AND S0LAR WINGS TYPHOONS: Gliders in stock, call for 8 deman-
stration, Part exchange welcome.

* WE BUY AND SELL SECOND HAND GLIDERS AND EQUIPMENT.
* WE REPAIR DAMAGED GLIDERS AND REPACK PARACHUTES,

* QUALITY HARNESSES:

|HE’H1 THE SKY SYSTEMS "SUPP" E150+ VAT

' :I"nrn'il'r enciosed

J'I.I'r.? rigid Frame
' Fully flexibie
wu:gnr & 2Kgs

1' Drag: None

| e e e e e e R T )

— SUPER COCOON (with chute and ballast containers) f5g

— ORDINARY COCOON 2151 8Kgs f69
~SUPER STIRRUP (with chute and ballast containers) £rs
— ORDINARY STIRRUP 2.5 1. 6Kz Ay
* 2-AXIS FRENCH CONNECTIONS (Pirch AND roll) 1.5Kgs 1]
* STANDARD FRENCH CONNECTIONS /Pitch OR roli] 675 £330
* PARACHUTES from 2 4Kgs from £195
* Original SPEED BARS (with integral wires) 640g £18
* XC KITE BAG iiight cloth) 500g £14
* RUCKSACKS ight or heavy cloth) 2200 £12
* FAIRINGS: Kimg post 140g 5
Uip-right (relescopic! the ser 280g £15

+ a full range of accessories: ARBEE varios 0974, LITEC varios
E104, THOMMEN a'timeters (55 DIPLEX altimeters £20. PROTEC

suits £15.5 O-—ZEE suits £43.4, EVEROAK helmets £21.7, posters,
T-shirts, Tubing.. atc

AND A LOT MORE
ALL PRICES ARE EXCLUSIVE OF VAT

SKY SYSTEMS SECOND HAND GLIDERS MART

— MYLAR AZUR as new £850
— MAGIC Il white 4 months old, very good condition ERSD
— ATLAS 16 white and yellow, good condition EG20
— Super scorpion 2 years old multicoloured E450
= MAGIC 1 One year old good condition £790

+ mora every day. Just give a call

PARACHUTE Windhaven 24, good
condition  £195. Audio  visual
Hargreaves's varg E80, Tel: Malcolm
Graanor (207 B0I52T,

SKYMASTER PARACHUTE. £275
ong, Brand newl Unused since
purchase in February., Must sell
a5 going abroad. Ring Snodland
240825,

GOOD AND CHEAP KITE
BAGS Standard:— 5oz proofed
mylon, solid zip, re-inforced ands,
£ inc P&P. XC:— Lightweight
ripstop, no #p, diswcord, £13.70
inc. P&P, Length and max,
wadth to; Paul Quin, 15 Curtis
Road, Fenham, Mewcastle-upon-
Tyna.

Christmas Present
for ‘83 Soaring
Season

Sunglasses (Thermal
detecting)
mirrored & leather sides
£11.95 inc. p&p

Rob Bailey, 2 Denton
Ave, Leeds 8

Lindsay Ruddock
Mk IV Varios
now Bvailable
Audio/visual £1186 upwards

Transducer based, stabla auto
fero, analog or digital visual,
wide range interrupted tone
audio from a wery efficient
pirzo  ceramic  sounder, dual
h?ﬂaw and long 40 hour battery
I,

Modal with digital visual is very
small & hght, with space on
front  reservied  for Thommen
altemater. Present owners should
ask aboul updates to  current
WEFSION,

Dotails:

LRL, Fairhaven Cottage. Ridge-
mead Road, Englefield Green,
Surray. Tel: Egham 34740,

Before you buy

anything, check
the promise on

page 8.

Accommodation

FLY IN THE ISLAND. 100 yards
o the sea, lawned garden, sun and
T.V. lounge, licensed. Use of work-
shop for the pilot. Phone or write
for brochure. Keith Brettell, Saun-
ders Hotel, Coastguard Lane,
Freshwater Bay, Isle of 'Wight, P0O4$0
90x. Tel: 0983 752322, Party
bookings, children and pets
welcome, Any day, any stay.

ADVERTISING rates on the classified
pages are as follows:

Mambers’ small ads ara 13p a word, minimum
charge £2.65. Small business ads are 17p a word,
minimum charge £3.85. Please specify required
classification:

Small boxed ads, £1.10 extra. Full display ads are
£1.55 per column centimetra on these pages or
elsewhere in the magazine.

Minimum 4cm, maximum 25¢cm and — unlike small
ads — need not be prepaid. Send your intended
layout and we will typeset it for youu A small
extra charge is made for this service where an
element of design work is required.

Spot colour — just 20 per cent extra on any
ad.

All small ads should be sent to Ruth Kohiman,
BHGA, 167a Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,
TA2 7AH, and marked on the envelope "Wings! ads"'.

Cheques and POs payable to BHGA please.

For your own aafaty, if you ara purchasing a sscondhand glider.
see il test flown, teat fly it. snd inspect it thoroughly for damage
or wear to critical parts. If in doubt, seek advice from the club
Safety Officer.

AZUR immediate debivery from NGA
stock — cortact 061 973 4085,

CHEROKEE MEDIUM: Excellent

Glider Market

exampie of this 151 Class intermddiate
ghder. Uniqgue black and gold sail.
Including seated wirés prone or
suping harness and altimater £400.
Ring Bristol 664611 x485 days or
Thomiury 413797 avenings.

},‘_._fxrr fl'rl ﬂ:’"r
LT LR,
TYPHOON MEDIUM — nice oolouds
and flies like a dream 5.  Tel:

Robert  Close-Smith, Buckingham

Move up to:- 2385

TYPHOON § MEDIUM, immaculate
] condition, only 5 months old. White

Magc—llemnn-ﬁyr red L/E, light blue u/s. Must

sall — having o work weekends

for the Inland Revenue. ©590,

Shaun Sundarand, Halifax 41135
{work).

SEYHOOK SAFARI — immaculate
condition. Unflown and stored for
past threa years, Rainbow  sail,
complate  with  vano, £250,
D61-491- 2007 (EUG's).

MOONRAKER 77, vgc, unused for
£ years,  Multicoloured sail,

We will offer the best
possible trade-in deal on
your old glider.
Phone Biggin Hill
(09594) 72026 (eves.)

MEGA 196 with maving cross-

boom. This glider is in excallent soant. FrHlagh f';l:?:‘;:

condition, s suitable for 12 ;

stone + pilots and ideal for dual salel £150. Tel: Nick Mason,
Kirkby Lonsdale ((M88] 71711 (office

fhying. ] :
g, 0 £ o Prone: | | (S5
AFUR as fliown by the best pilots
AZUR magnificent flier, suparb | in the world, come and test fly
guality, contact NGS 061 973 4085, | one. Contact NGS 061 973 4085,

DEMON MEDIUM. 20 months old, i
blue black s=aill, good condition, EHAHH”.%%HH.E*BS“F Dmﬁ&:u:;ﬂ:

Eﬁha:. 6.n.0. Tel: Kendal 27818 | £ . .aiant condition,  unbeatable
atter Gpm. porformance — £800. Contact 061
973 apgs,

MEDIUM STORM, nnlr 13 hours,
LE

spotless sail. unmarked frame, 100kS | | A\RGE TYPHOON half S, free

and flies like new. £450 0.n.0. | faating
; g tips, good performer, set u
Phons Rod on Highclere 253 282 with e Franch Eunm::linn?

[Mewbury). Contact: D Brown 0772 725843 B.

MIDAS C for 10 stone intermediate, 0257 72417 H.

white and beautiful ke me! Light | +vp |
to carry and ground handies beaut- Iuadr:lg{mn':ga.mfﬂ::limtips, i";:.rf:l'

ully. Rigged seated or prone — |4/ good condition. £700 o.n.o.  Tel:

£100 including harness. ALSO CQ
PARACHUTE. Former League
pilot's chute. MNever used so it's
got o be as new! E£100, Pater
Harris (0424) 432042,

MEDIUM SPIRIT, suit beginner/
Intermadiate, plus seated harness.
E125. Phone Batley, West Yorks,
476762

AZUR. unbeatable wvalue at 950
ncluding VAT, Contact NGS
061 973 4085,

Blackpool BBG1E3.

SEALANDER., Excellent condition.
Never powered.  Orange, yellow
and white. E700 o.n.o. Tal:

Blackpool BEBE1HI,

AZUR proven B testod, cormes the
German C of A, contact KNGS
061 973 4085,

DEMOMN medum. Excellant condition,
a dream to fly, £575. Phona Kay
Simpson, Hitchin (0462) 52103 after

Bpm,
25
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—— AUSTRALIA—
XC League

PILOTS Down Under used to think
of going elsewhere for big XC
distances — that all changed last
year with flights of 156 and 123.
miles.

Now, to encourage others, the
Australian XC League is in its
sacond year with the Aussies det-
armined to wrest the title from
the USA's Jeff Scott who claimed
it first time round.

The League operates despite
Australia’s punitive anti-hang gliding
air law and looks for the best
average distance over five flights.

There are a number of prizes
up for grabs in the contest which
runs to June 30 next year, in-
cluding more than $250 each for
the best distance on a Moyes
glider and the best distance on a
Skytrek glider. The manufacturers
have also offered $500 to any pilot
busting 200 miles on their make
of kite.

Skysailor

Prize Buffalo

PREPARATIONS for Australia's
premier international event —
the Mount Buffalo Classic — are
well under way.

As mentioned in October
Wings!, the main contest runs
for ten days from January 6
and there will be a special $100
prize for the first 100-mile flight,
put up by Valley Homestead, a
local accommodation centre.

A first in the Classic will be
the timing of pilots from the
time they leave the vicinity of
the mountain — all will use
radio and notify marshals before
crossing a start line, giving
them the opportunity to wait
as long as they want before
“going for it",

Skysailor

—— AUSTRIA —
Monthly prize

A THREE-month open XC contest
at Zillertal next summer offers
prizes for the best distance each
month and hefty rewards for first,
second and third overall.

Airwave Gliders have appointed
new agents in Austria — Kurt
Pirker in Saltzburg and Pepi Gas-
teiger in Silian. Airwave's Rory
Carter reports Gasteiger is a good
contact for visiting British fliers —
he can be contacted at Ostirol
A-9920.

— FRANCE —

Two-up winners

THE first European two-person
hang gliding championships
(backed by the FAIl) were won
at St.Hilaire in eastern France
by Philippe Mermoux, president
_uf the French association’s train-
ing committee.

Finesse 10 magazine reports
the competition enjoyed flyable
weather every day and centrad

STOP PRESS:- Latest— Hiway names new glider

The monthly
Wings!
round-up of
overseas
news, dos
and views,
compiled by
Stan Abbott.

on pylon courses followed by
spot landings.

The contest attracted consid-
erable local and media interast
but few overseas or top class
French compaetitors.

The organisers apparently
expected people like the British
to extend still further their
already lengthy trips to the
European championships.

What they failed to appreciate
was that the art of two-up fly-
ing is considerably more devel-
oped in France whera it is
widely used for training and
“joyriding"”.

Conseaquently, the French
have the gliders too, although
Jacques placed second and Kos-
tnar tenth on Lightnings. and
Reigl 11th on a Demon. There
weara 16 entries.

—NEW ZEALAND—
XC latest

Warren Grey, flying a Meteor,
leads the New Zealand XC League
with a total of 71 miles over
three flights. His best distance
is 35 miles. The next seven
pilots are all flwng Uampwes

.1'1
&
lIlH. .

— SWITZERLAND —
Cheat!

A pilot called Hans has had his
FA|l Sporting Licence ravoked
for cheating in a Swiss compet-
ition in May. He claimed 18km
after having flown only Skm.

Sensor around?

SWISS Cup champion Werner
Mdller plans to go into glider
production, reports Vol Libre Mag-
azine.  Speculation is that the
design will be based on the
American Sensor.

Meanwhile, glider and microlight
designer Hans Gygax — the man
behind the Vampire, Microstar and
Sherpa — is planning to produce
his next design himself, a “trad-
itional” hang glider with a rigid
leading edge and, most probably,
aerodynamic controls.

USA

Streak

Pictured is the Delta Wing
Phoenix Straak which claims to

.= i ' N e
' - 1 e

. The Bennett Streak (ses USA)
Explorer”, see story page 3.

be the first US glider with
“maximum effective double and
detached under surface”. The
glider — of which Johnny Carr
flew a prototype at the Owens
Valley Classic — is a 133-degree
nosa angle, 158 sq.ft. machine
weighting 72lbs and sporting 87
per cent double surface.

Bob Lovejoy

The tragic list of leading American
Ultralight manufacturers to lose
their lives at the controls of their
own machines grows even longer.
The latest death is Bob Lowvejoy
who designed the Quicksilver,
among the world's most popular
machines. He was test flying the
new Avion when it was seen to
pitch up on final approach, level,
and dive 30 feet to the ground.
Glider Rider

~WEST GERMANY-

World
Championships

SWISS writer Didier Favre has
been sounding more dire war-
nings about what to expect at
naxt year's world championships
at the Tegelberg.

Most sensible Germans, he
writes in Vol Libre Magazinae,
go and fly elsewhere, such is
the oppressive level of bursau-
cracy in the country. He speaks
of site wardens who &re to
hang gliding what “Quasimodo
is to finesse”, papers to sign
before every flight, local cliques
who ensure outsiders can't fly
and so on....

Meanwhile our own Rory
Carter has visited the site and
raports likely tasks of 16-20km
goal flights which will make it
a very tactical contest. Just
one goal is “over the back".
One thing that will please the
British team, however, — there's
good fuhlng in the arunl

L]
_"* 1‘-r_n

‘,--.‘
'llr "H
-x_,:-_ﬂ

s



CLASSIFIED

MAINAIR MART, Send s5.a.8.
for list of hundreds of s/h gliders,
power  units,  instrumenis,  etc.
MAINAIR SPORTS,

Rechdale, Lancs,

STORM — aseful sad, axcellant
handling. To include Heaay prond
harness and haimat,  £450, Tels-
phong: Portsmouth 784281, howaver
kite a1 Rosyth, Scotland.

MIDAS—E. Vgc with low airtime,
NEVEr piE . Multicolourad  sail
with saal harness and  various
extras. Ouick sale needed. £1750.n.0.
Call: Jim 061-525-7870.

Shawclough,

e

Model Hang Glider
Mobiles

* Ideal Christmas or birthday present.|
* Metal Airframe 18" Wing Span
* Real Hang-glider sail cloth

* Various colours available

Only £5.95 for limited period
Return by post if not satisfied for refund.
P.O. to: North Western Hang Gliding Services, 65
Highbury Ave; Irlam, Manchester M30 6BU.

Cheque or

Power

TRIDENT SKYTRIKE 250cc Fuyj
Aobin  engne (under 10 hours
airtirmal,  Mag alloy whesls, As
naw, EBS0. Tel: John Malender
- Sheffield (0742) 79731/ 307659,

FLEXIFORM SEALANDER and
MAINAIR #250cc HRobin  Tro-flior
Tnka, Registered, 25 hrs air bma,
Good condition, £1400 ocno, will splt,
06 1- Fee- (26
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BHGA
WINGS! is typeset by Leeds Alternative Pub-

lications Ltd., and printed by Arthur Wigley
and Sons Ltd., Leeds L 56 2RT.

Additional artwark by Harry Hammill,

The magazine is published by the British
Hang Gliding Association, 167A Cheddon
Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA2 7AH (0823
mﬂlﬁ

You can get Wings! every month by joining
the BHGA or on subscription of £12 a vear.
For overseas subscriptions, send Sterling Inter-
national Money Orders — £12 surface mail or
£25 airmail — your annual subscription
Membership details will be sent on request.
Address ALL QUERIES to the Taunton Office.

The views expressed in Wings! are not nec-
essarily those of the association, its council,
officers or the editor.

All contributions to the magazine are welcome.
Articles should be typewritten (double-spaced),
one side of the paper only where possible.
If not typewritten, they should be CLEARLY
written, with plenty of space between the lines.

Photographs should bear full captions and any
material to be returned should be accompanied
by a stamped addressed envelope. Any other
material will be kept and filed for futur e use.

The Editor reserves the right to edit contrib-
utions.

If your Wings! does not arrive, or if you
change your address, please contact the member-
ship secretary at the Taunton headquarters.
Please give FIVE WEEKS notice of change of
address and in all correspondence quote your
full name, address and MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
(where applicable).

If you, your club or any hang gliding activity
gets written up in a local or national paper,
please send a cutting to the Taunton office
for our cuttings collection (this applies to the
UK only).

The BHGA Council

Prasident, Ann Welch OBE; Chairman, Roy Hill
(Longworth (0B65) 821129; Treasurer, Percy Moss
(0926-59924).

Members: David Bedding (08444 — 7186): Diane
Hanlon (051-652-5918); John levers (049-525-4521)
Mike Watson (01-299-1199); T Prendergast
(029673-8033); Jim Taggart (087 ): James
McMenemy (09804-6147).

Co-opted members: Chris Simmons (Northern
Ireland) (02313-44989); Dave Clayton (01-642-
0630); Noel Whittall (0532-504683): Graham
Leason (0734-792423).

Officers and staff: Principal Executive Officer:
Barry Blore (0235-834033); Office Manager, Ruth
Kohlman (0823-88140), Training Officer, Bob
Harrison (c/o 0823-88140); Medical Adviser, Dr.
Dunstan Hadley; BHGA Solicitor, Anthony
McLaren Membership Secretary, Janet Hayes:

Record and FAl Award claims, Rick Wilson
(0734) 21099; Radio nit:ﬂtiﬂll'li ﬂrﬂlinnr

Dave Smith; Overseas Travel Adviser, Lindsay
Ruddock (07843-34740); Competitions Chairman,
Derek Evans (0892-36026).

Windscrean Badge. .

Halmat Badge

Cloth Badge. . . .............
colounsd logo on white sheld with
letters BHGA above

FAl Deita Bronze cloth badge
Cloth Badge :
Hang glider shape tricolour containing
letiers BHGA

Pin-on lapal badge . . . .. i
“Know The Gama — Hang Gliding™
by Ann Welch, Published by KTG
1878, Introductory B Training Hand.
book. Compratansive and inaxponsive
“An Introduction 1o Hang Gliding"™".
by Bob Mackay, Publshed by
Thornkhill Press 1981, Cowvers the
developmant of hang ghders — how
they fly and how the Student Pilot
progresses 1o soanng and cross
COuntry lIl,rln-p

"Soaring Hang Gliders™. .
by Ann Welch B Foy Hill
by John Murray 1981, For pilots
of afl abditsis who wish to become
exparty. A must for all intendng

Published

Cress Couniry plols or those who want

1o fully understand what it & thai

our spodt has to offer,

“Hang Gliding Don’'ta and Don'ta™
by Bob Mackay and with drawings

by Wiags! cartoorst Bl Lehan
Publshed by Saibeang Publications
1978. A lighthearted look at the
spodt in verse and anecdote, Includes
“"Jonathan Livingstone Penguin™ and
other favournites,

"Ajlr Medical Notea for Hang Glidar

by Dunstan Haddey, Publshed by
Airlife Publicatrons 18871 (Hardback].
The pilat of a hang ghder s mane
exposed (o the elements than any
other kend Of aviatos, D, Hadley,
thee associanon's madical pdviger
gxplaang 0 sirmple berms, the rishs
4 pilo] 1aces and how they can ba
minirmesad

BHGA Pilot's Log Book

BHGA Student Handbook . . ......
Wirittan for the non-piot 1o provida
background infarmation necessary
during slementary tranmg

BHGA Pilot Handbook ............
The waining manual writtan o guikds
nawly qualihad ot 18 to advanced
levels of flying ability. (This book

& included in the package sent 1o
those who poin thir Pilot Rating systam
BHGA Observer Handbook . . ......
It gives guidance on how to halp

and chack out palots working their
wiay through the rating systam,
Observers are sent this book Tree on
Bppomimeant

BHGA Instructor Handbook . ......
The latest in the Handbook seties
published in 1981, A joint effort

by President Ann Welch and Training
Oficer Bob Harmson, For Instructors
oF thosa thanking of becaming
nStruclons.

WINGS! Back Numbers ... ....... .
Single copies

WINGS! Special Offe

e T LA S
LRt B B . . s e s e s
"Lant 12 Baues® ... ... ssaaaans
In connaction wath the offer whera
back coples are no longer available
we reserve the right 1o supply (an)
other Esueis) in ke,

Payment is requested by erossed chegue, crossed
postal orcler o, W you hve ourfsade the UK, by
Sterfing International maney order. Please make

BHGA pricelist

8b &

£3.95.
A0

A

£1.10. .

2385, ...

£6.20. ...

E1.70....

£6.40.

£1.20.

£1.00.....

payable fo BHGA, p&p included,

\d I. Xmas

The Taunton
Office will be
closed for the
Christmas
holiday from

December 23
to December
28 inclusive.

il Merry
Christmas to
all our
members and
subscribers
and good
wishes for
1983, from
Barry, Bob,
Janet, Joyce,
il Carol and Ruth
at Taunton.

Wanted

PUMA MS, Ouwr two-seator demon-
strator for sale. Factory maintained,
Litra reliabla £800.  Any trial,
Mainair Sports 0706 55131,

PUMA 3I30cc, 7 saat. G-MBXE.
Mint condition, L Keith
:Ji;:’tunmn 0263- 730958/ 077251957
otfice]

Tha BM.AA is the Associaton
for all semousky mindsd MICROLIGHT
AVIATORS. Qur IO gATiree
FLIGHTLINE i full of the atest
miormation. For further details
pleass send s.8.8, {0 Secrotary
BMAA 20 Church Hill, lronbridge,
Talord, Shropshire.

Schools

SUSSEX COLLEGE OF HANG
GLIDING, 186 Queens Rd, Brghton
Teaching Prong and fop  landing
Powar oo on  popar  aerhoicds]
Spares  ropairm ancd  cales FLAL
Hrvay Lightming, Sgma 12 metres
350 Lightwsghl Mimi Flaator E&MS
GYR Morauder, Super Scorps (2
wirtually newe at [B00)  sic. 55C
wran e part-ex Tal: Bughton G08935/
24151 ot 1T

Bailey's Yorkshire Hang
Gliding and Microlight
Centre

Hang ghding courses
Dual trike microlight
COUrses
Thermalling and cross
COINtry COourses in
beautiful Yorkshire
etads 2 Dentarnr Avenue,
Leeds 8 Tel 662518

e

Personal

DEMON or TYPHOON or
COMET, alsa wario with

aucso, Phona Chartsay
09328 64702, Southarn
England.

1

” in Shropshire.
All

Resolutions

As usual,

for

seconders.

WIGLE

O | 6 i ¥ &

formal resolutions must be
submitted to the Taunton office
by the end of December, except
those relating to a change in the
constitution with require 56 days
notice.

EJESSOP oxtends seasonal greet-

ings to all members of the vintage
irike club,

RONMIE — ware you really inno-
cent at the League Final, PC B4T1
] 1] o W g

Marry Christrnas, everyons, from
Michéle who does the typosetting.

BHGA 1983 AGM |

THE 1983 BHGA Annual Meeting
will be held on March 20 at the
National Sports Centre at Lilleshall

must bear the

names and signatures of proposers
AND seconders and full
and voting slips will be sent with
February Wings!.

a minimum of one
||| | third of seats on council will be up
re-election.
willing to work and help manage
the association should contact the
Taunton office.
open until the start of the meeting
and should be accompanied by the
signatures  of

details

Any members
Nominations are

proposers and

Barry Blore




